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The Faith For Desperate Days
] 8 BY REV. S. CHADWICK. 3

, HE Bible is full of such days. Its record is made up
T of them, its songs are inspired by them, its prophecy
L is concerned with them, and its revelation has come
through them. The desperate days are the stepping-stones
in the path of light. They seem to have been God’s oppor-
tunity and man’s school of wisdom. There is a story of
“an Old T ent feast in Psalm 107, and in every
story of deliverance the point of desperation gave God His
chance. The “wits’ end” of desperation was the beginning
of God’s power. Every page of the Bible confirms the testi-
mony. Recall the promise of seed as the stars of heaven,
and as the sands of the sea to a couple as good as dead.
Read again the story of the Red Sea and its deliverance,
and of Jordan with its ark standing mid-stream. Study
once more the prayers of Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Hezekiah,
when they were sore pressed and knew not what to do. Go
over the history of Nehemiah, Daniel, Hosea, and Habakkuk.
Stand with awe in the darkness of Gethsemane, and linger
by the grave in Joseph’s garden through those terrible days.
Call the witnesses of the Early Church, and ask the apostles
the story of their desperate days.

The Bible is one long record of desperate days, and its
pages are written for desperate days of all ages. The grief-
free cannot read it. Dry eyes cannot find its treasure. It
is for the broken-hearted. I never knew the meaning of the
twenty-third Psalm till I heard my mother repeat it as her
feet touched the river. The “wise and the prudent” are
blind to its mysteries, but the babes and the broken-hearted
know.

DESPERATION IS BETTER THAN DESPAIR.

. Faith did not make our desperate days. Its work is to

sustain and solve them. The only alternative to a desperate
faith is despair, and faith holds on and prevails. Its strength
is in its power to wait. Unbelief judges by the immediate;
faith stakes everything on the ultimate. Despair looks help-
lessly at the problem; desperate faith trusts God against all
odds. Hear what Job says from the ruined heap of his
life: “Though He slay me, yet will I wait for Him.” Isaiah
says: “Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obey-
eth the voice of His Servant? He that walketh in dark-
ness, and hath no light, let him trust in the Name of the
Lord, and stay upon his God.”

There is no more heroic example of desperate faith than
that of the three Hebrew children. The situation was des-
perate enough, but they answered bravely: “Our God Whom
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning, fiery fur-
nace; and He will deliver us oat of thine hand, O king.
BUT IF NoOT, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which
thou hast set up.” 1 like that “but if not!”

I have only space to mention Gethsemane. Ponder deeply
[+ its “NEVERTHELESS.” “If it be possible neverthe-
| less!” Deep darkness had settled upon the soul of our
| Lord.” The “why” of the cup pierced His heatt. Trust
|  meant anguish unto blood and darkness to the descent of
hell—NEVERTHELESS! NEVERTHELESS!!

When Paul was storm-tossed, they were caught in a tem-
pestuous wind they could not face, so they gave way to it
and let her drive. That is all very well in daylight and
with plenty of sea-room, but at midnight, with a starless
sky and a rocky coast, it was dangerous to move, 50 they
let go four anchors from the stern and prayed for the day.

Now get your hymn book and ging your favorite hymn‘of
desperate faith.—Joyful News.
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., BEEN ANSWERED, AND I CANNOT

‘\wru, BE BLESSING, ABUNDANT

- Hope in God

__ BY GEORGE MUELLER,

“ HY ART THOU CAST DOWN, 0 MY SOUL
Psalmist. Is there ever any gre

down? There are two reasons, but

we are as yet unconverted, we have ground

—or if we are converted and live in sin, then

cast down. But except for these two things,

ground to be cast down, for all else may be bi

God in prayer with supplication and thank:

garding all our necessities, all our difficulties,

we may exercise faith in the power of God, a

of God,—and in His own time, help will come

prayer and faith.

“HOPE THOU IN GoD,” Oh, remember thh.‘,
a time when we may not hope in God. Wh
sities, however great our difficulties, and |
pearances help is impossible, yet our b
Gop. And it will be found that it is not
Lord’s own time, help will come.

Oh, the hundreds, yea the thousands
found it thus within the past seve
months! When it seemed impossible th
help DID come, for Gop and His own res
sources may be counted by hundreds,
is not confined to this thing or that
things; in ten thousand different
different times, GOD may help us.
our case before the Lord, in childl
all our heart before God, telling
that Thou shouldst hear me and an
the sake of my precious Lord Jesu
for the salvation of my soul, thy j
iour,—for His sake answer my pr
wilt do it in Thine own time and
I HAVE FOUND THAT, WITH THE
WHICH I HAVE PRAYED SINCE NOV.

+

THIS HAD ON MY LIFE, AND HOW
MAN, AND IN MY GREATLY ADVAN
VERY HAPPY MAN. *

“FOR I SHALL YET PRAISE HIM."
CISE OF FAITH, MORE PATIENT

¥ MANY HUNDREDS OF TIMES AND
8AY T0 MyseLr, “HOPE THOU
“WHO 1S . . . MY Gop.”
to remember that this God
ALMIGHTY GOD IS OUR GOD.

speak a word to us in ‘
is His own precious ]
weary and tired either
losses, crosses or greatly
such circumstances we
mind Him of His y
PRECIOUS LORD JESUS, I AM |
TO ME A WORD IN SEASON?"
fresh our spirit, and so
inner man. y

Oh! if you have never
Him, and you will find
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“This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles.” Ps. 34:6.

i8 The Annual Convention of the Pentecostal Mission will

| . be held in the Pentecostal Tabernacle, Nashville, Tennessee,
beginning Thursday evening, October 8th, and continuing
through Sunday, October 11th.

It is very important that all who are interested in this
work be present at this convention. We trust, therefore,
that our friends will make the necessary sacrifice to come
and be with us. Come praying that the Lord will lead us

~and guide us in making new plans for the continuation of
the work. Much prayer and godly wisdom is needed.

Entertainment will'be furnished free to all who attend.
This entertainment will be in the homes of our people, most
-of whom live at a distance from the Tabernacle. We have
therefore conclyded to furnish only lodging and breakfast to
our friends as it would be more convenient for them to get
their dinner and supper up town. We are expecting the
Lord to meet with us.

We shall not be able to have any special railroad rates.

Thmthmeditorhlmesmﬁuodwithmtterbytho
departed editor. “He being dead yet speaketh.” May these
mmeawrynblunlnzbmmyhum

* ALONE WITH GOD.
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- Christ recedes, I\awlymymimi
and He comes back.” o

Joseph Ptrker. in the following striking paragraph on

BACK TO THE'
Gordon,wriﬂngtohilm
ness or coldness I read the S

This is a remarkable M
tian, It is to be feared that most p
neglect the Word, Fluctuations in the
not in any sense effect the habitual study
The neglect of the Word is responsi
shallowness of conviction. People whg
mines of truth and ponder over their
thing. The gentleman from whom we
a large library, said: “I have come to
as realities are concerned I could do
save the Christian Scriptures.” Not {
other good books, but he found uothiic‘
but the Bible.

Wagner wrote on the “simple qu’
book on “the frenzied life” would f
live in such a rush. Things are age
late hours, unsettled habits,
If the Church would but app

are pigmies in the grasp
is going through the land
and ruin everywhere. “B
Bible” is the need. Alone
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only learned how to use what we had. So it is with regard
to our own equipment. We are not suffering for want of
gifts, but we oftimes neglect to use them. What Mary had
she used. The /m in which she lived was poor. They
were not wealthy people, but she brought what she had to
the Lord, and such a touching act of supreme devotion wrung
from His lips an encomium that will not cease to be told as
long as the gospel is proclaimed. The church has always
had at her disposal everything necessary for the accom-
plishment -of her mission. The same can be said of us in-
dividually. No man fails in his appointed task for want of
resources, but rather because he will not use what he has.
There is latent energy enough and unused forces sufficient,
if brought to Christ, to girdle the globe with salvation in
a very short time.

What strange creatures we are, continually wanting
somebody else to do for us what we should do for ourselves,
and crying unto the Lord for the accomplishment of things
that we ought to put our hands in our pockets and bring to

. pass. Take, for instance, the matter of giving. Recently

we have had appeals for contributions from communities
that were abundantly able to supply the need, but they were
deluded with the idea that somebody else ought to do it. We
wonder why the Lord does not answer our prayers for
money like He did for Hudson Taylor and Mueller. Might
it not be because they used what they had and we do not.
Is it not true that we often call upon the Lord to send us
money before we have used what we have ourselves. Only
of a very few could it be said, “What she had she used.”
If true to the facts we would have to say, “The most of
what we had we kept.” Doubtless this is one reason why
some of us have so little success in praying for money. We
haven’t used what we have. There are the fewest number
who in matters of finance have done all they could. Think
about it a mfoment. Couldn’t you have done better. Are
there not unused forces of this kind lying about your place.
If the Master were to appear today would He not find it so.
Alas, alas, we will not be able to say to Him that the ma-
terial needed for His work was not in hand, but rather that
we held on to it for ourselves rather than bringing it to
Him. This is the trouble today. We are full handed, but
we are not using it for the Lord. As a rule the more we
get the less we use. The selfish spirit grows as it is in-
dulged. Brother, sister, think a moment. Can it be said
of you as of this friend of Jesus in the long ago, “What she
had she used?” -

It may be the gift of song, of prayer, or personal work.
It may be the art of teaching. It may be the ability to suf-
fer. The Master only knows, but hidden away in the heart
and mind are treasures that need to be brought to Him. It
is not-a_question of their relative worth. He only wants
what we have.. On one occasion He was confronted by a
hungry multitude. They were far from market. The per-
Plexed diseiples knew not what to do. They reported only
five loaves and two fishes to feed such a vast maultitude.
“Bring them to me,” said the Lord, and He blessed them
and passed them on to the disciples and they multiplied in
their hands, for the whole multitude was fed and twelve
basketsful were gathered up from what was left. The boy
lost in the great erowd had all that was necessary, if only
it was to Jesus, to feed this throng of hungry
folks. Tt is not the quantity that the Master looks at, but
it is the spirit. - The Lord “saveth either by the few or the
many.™ The old, deerepit woman dropping less than two
cents intq, the treasury, He said, did more than they all.
Why, because she brought all that she had. So it is in every
department of service. It may be singing, praying, preach-
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* that there had been so mueh.d

ing, visiting the sick, teaching
missionary, it matters not. The
large blessing, is to use what we

Mark you, the measure of ¢
sacrifice.n If we love little, we
waste” is the world’s answer to
The gifted young missionary who g
ple and there wears out for God
crazy by the sordid self-worshippers.
stand the motive. It is to them an i
people could love so* much, give so
Joy in such service. Ah, where there
little sacrifice, and where there is
sacrifice, and the sacrifice instead
teemed a very great privilege,
dian’s friend, said to a poor Indian
for missions, “This is too much
With tear-bedewed eyes and qu
plied, “Bishop, $2.00 may be too
it is not too much for a poor

would be small compared to
God so loved that Me gave, ai
Kenzie said, “When He lot
gave, He gave a Son.”,
and the highest gift
well a soldier was sel
duty, at the ringing of |
There was one who
to at least delay
climbed into the
for the old deaf 8
and held on to it
as he could not
was not ringing.
been brought to
up to shoot.

execution was

trouble was.
sound. Climb
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- GO AND DO LIKEWISE.
A. B. Simpson says:

A few years ago two or three earnest women were led to-

ask in united prayer that God would lay it upon the hearts of

- some men of wealth to give largely to foreign missions. In
the town where they held their little prayer meeting there
was a very rich man whe was opposed to foreign missions
and had often spoken of the folly of giving so much to the
heathen when there was so much need at home. After a
“ time this man died, and when his will was probated it was
found that he had given aver a million dollars to foreign
missions, and that the will was made the very time these
ladies were praying about this matter. God had quickly
answered their prayer and had touched his heart without his
knowing whence the impulse came.

Some of us have seen the emphasis placed upon the getting
of money rather than the saving of souls until we have
swung to the other extreme and neglected to show the people
their duty in matters financial. We have no right to be
silent on the subject of money. People should be instructed
with regard to their duty in this respect as well as in any
other. The abuses of money getting for the church do not
furnish any excuse for failure to declare the whole counsel
of God with regard to the stewardship of life. We ought
to labor to bring our parishioners up to the perfect standard
in Christian beneficence. Two things are to be done for
the accomplishment of this object. First,.show the people
their duty and then pray that the holden eyes may be opened
and that they may be led to do their duty as in the above
mentioned case. If the people were kindly indoctrinated
with regard to money and this followed up by earnest, per-
gevering prayer, great would be the results. Give the folks
the truth and then pray it into them. -

WANTED—LEADERS.

Despite the appalling indifference to deeply spiritual
truth which is so manifest, yet there is a quick response on
the part of many to the faithful declaration of the Gospel.
Doors are open in every direction for men and women who
will go and toil as Jesus did for the salvation of the people.
Notwithstanding the misunderstanding and prej udice among
holy people still the demand is greater than the supply; in
fact, it seems to us that ten times as many as are now in

~ the field might be successfully engaged in the Master’s work.
The people are much more ready to respond to the leader-
ship of aggressive, Spirit-filled men thin many  suppose.
The direct need is more such leaders. O what mighty awak-
enings would follow if the ministry of to-day would but
awake to the needs and possibilities of the hour and go forth
in the power of the Spirit and witness to and suffer with
Jesus! There seems to be a settling down and an indiffer-
ence and a loss of that keen thirst for souls; a substitution
of intellect for heart power; a refined and cultivated habit of

life, but, Oh! how destitute of saving power. General Booth, .

in speaking on this subject, said;

~'‘The facts that awaken sad feelings are the reckless and
useless waste of human strength, the decline of moral thirst
and hurger, and the irrational feverish-haste after f
purely material; we are engrossed with the things of

and the le are stumbling along in moral blindness.
. “What is ? t indeed, but that the people
want fearless 1 wise teachers, whose energy and ex-

“’-
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Wmf?;u%hkdmmd
such a grea awaiting us, such
dgtnucofGodlm”»u o 1 :

J.R.lott,ufwaworl_d—widemir.mphﬁadm
‘'vital need in the following paragraph: ' !

“The secret of enabling tInHomeClmrdjtomu.
advantage in the non:Christian world is one of leadersh
Thepoopledonotgobeyi:nd\theirhem '
zeal, nor surpass them in consecral sacrifice.

~Christian clergyman, minister, pastor—whatever he
be denominated—holds the divln.:lg:l;pohhd
%p virtmgftl?iioﬂl t'hl:e mighty fi ?n&u;%wm‘
ue ce he can t
e\%\ngelh;tion." : ore:

For want of more Spirit-filled leaders—those who will
teach and arouse people to the responsibility of the hour—i
work not 'only suffers especially in the home land, but
inexcusably neglected abroad. Mr. Moft says: '

“At the present time in India a far larger number of

pleueukin{rﬂouhmm‘
were actually urch during an entire
eration of modern missions bﬁ:ﬂu . wi
villages are ready to give up. ‘worship ¢
difficult to explain to the TS, '
be sent to teach them the truth, why
such ripe harvest fields awaiting on
it is as inconsistent for us to neglect to
it would be for a farmer to \
and cultivation of a crop, ,
be harvested, to be contented with
here and there, and let the whole ¥
remain ungarnered.” Y
If we do not give Christianity
Latin America, and Africa who
religions and superstition, their
with ideas which it maybe )
than their former faiths.




