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s fke- >EDITOR

OTte Sanctifying Saviour

embers of the Church of the Nazarene are to be commended for
their choice of a theme for the quadrennium 1977-80. They have
enthusiastically approved the suggestion of their Board of General
Superintendents that the theme should be “Lifting Up Christ.” The
year 1977 will feature the emphasis, “Lifting Up Christ—The Sancti-
fying Saviour.”

Their sister denominations will applaud such emphasis. Never in
the history of this planet has such a theme been more appropriate. With
so many searching so desperately for spiritual leadership, why not lift up
Christ? He is our only Hope.

Sun Myung Moon is not our hope. He has 30,000 followers in the
U.S. who believe he is, but he cannot sanctify the souls of men. He does,
however, use his powers of persuasion very well. His followers pour $100
million a year into his coffers, and there are vast real estate holdings
under his control.

Guru Maharaj Ji (the exotic title of 18-year-old Prem Pal Singh
Rawat) claims 50,000 followers in America who support him to the tune
of some $3 million annually and believe him to be the messiah. But he
is not our hope.

Eighty-year-old A. C. Bhaktivedanta Prabhupapa has a small fol-
lowing of flowing-robed believers who beat their drums and chant “ Hare
Krishna.” They expect answers to their problems, but wishful thinking
is a poor substitute for spiritual fulfillment.

The Church of Scientology, founded by R. Ron Hubbard, proposes
to heal emotional traumas with their “E-Meter” electronic device. Sev-
eral thousand followers (estimates run as high as a half million) have
put their trust in this cult, and they contribute millions of dollars each
year to its work. They present a pathetic example of the search for
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spiritual satisfaction. But their search will ultimately end in frustration,
as will all other false religious hopes.

Not much is heard these days of the “Children of God” movement
since their California-based founders left for Europe some years ago.
(Pastor Zanner, have they infiltrated Germany yet?) Their strategies of
communal living and faith in the prophetic orders handed down by
David “Moses” Berg have not been the panacea they expected.

These and many other false religions have flourished because some-
one failed. We Christians had all along what they needed, but we failed
to tell them about it. True, they were not listening, but we might have
tried other means of making ourselves heard. We might have helped
them see our Lord Jesus Christ as He really is, not as they thought they
perceived Him in the lives of so many who are “ Christians” in name
only. We might have been more open in our witness, rather than at-
tempting to pose as “Christians incognito” or secret disciples. We
might have taken more seriously our privilege of LIFTING UP CHRIST.

May it please God to give us one more chance. Here is a growing
holiness denomination committed to the challenge of doing something
about it. There is no point now in going back to mourn our past failures
when our energies are needed to do the present task. Our prayers and
support are with those who propose a renewal of the Spirit for their goal
of going forth with power and vigor to give witness “of the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus.” May great grace be upon them all. (Acts 4:33).

There are sounds of “a going in the tops of the mulberry trees”
(2 Sam. 5:24), and already there are indications that the Lord is at work.
One young pastor, in his first charge, is not waiting for people to come
to his church to hear the gospel. A talented artist, he goes into the homes
in his neighborhood with his sketch pad and draws pictures as he talks
about Christ. His strategy makes sense, and better yet, it is working.
The Christ who called fisherman to be fishers of men will also use artists
to draw sketches of an uplifted, sanctifying Saviour.

A group of teens, granted permission to present a concert in a shop-
ping center, took their lively songs and tuned guitars to lift up the
Saviour. (It was more of a thrill than drugs and drag racing, they
report!)

A young adult class meets for fellowship, not just with one another,
but with unchurched friends they bring in to experience the warmth of
Christ’s love in their hearts. Through friendship, they are bringing th»
sanctifying Saviour into view and new converts into the church.

A senior citizens group provides a communication ministry. They
telephone daily those who are all alone and too weak to go very far from
their nursing home. Then when personal contacts are possible, exciting
results are seen. One Jewish convert is in heaven today as a consequence
of Christ having been lifted up in this fashion.

A busy surgeon has brought 27 of his neighbors to hear his pastoi
preach during the past several months. He and his wife believe in th«
sanctifying Saviour, and they find joy in “Lifting Up Christ.”

May such examples by only the beginning of the revival for whicl
we pray. And may Spirit-filled Christians of other churches join with th<
people called “Nazarenes” as they dedicate this year of our Lord as i
time to exalt the name of Jesus, our sanctifying Saviour.

The Preacher’s Magazim



Heart Purity

By Ira E. Bray*

“Clean hands and a pure heart” (Ps.
24:4).
“Blessed are the pure in heart” (Matt.
5:8).

. purifying their hearts by faith”
(Acts 15:9).

“Pure gold” is acommon expression of-
ten used to express completeness or near
perfection. It may even be applied to per-
sonal character. We have always wanted
pure water. Early in this century our
government passed the pure food law.
Our latest concern is pure air. But far
more important in the sight of God is a
pure heart.

Just what do we mean by heart purity?
To be pure, man’s heart must be forgiven
of all sins and cleansed by the fullness of
the Holy Spirit from the Adamic sin
nature—called also “sin instinct.” Paul
calls it “the flesh” and the “carnal mind”
(see Rom. 8:7). Nothing less should ever
be called heart purity.

Without doubt, heart purity is the
most fundamental truth of the entire sin
question. The reason being that before a
sin is committed there is a sin nature or
instinct that urges the sinner on to the
sinful act.

Many Bible incidents show that a car-
nal trait always precedes a sinful act.
Cain had carnal envy before he murdered
Abel. Samson wanted revenge on the
Philistines for his eyes. David lusted for
Bathsheba in her private bath. King
Herod was jealous lest another king was
bom. Judas was urged on by carnal ava-
rice to betray his loving Saviour for 30
pieces of silver.

Science shows it is more fundamental
to purify the bloodstream than to salve
the boil. What farmer would be so simple
as to cut the stems off of Johnson grass
and never touch the roots?

This sin virus, the carnal mind, was
introduced into the heart of Adam by
Satan and inherited by all of us—as chil-

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Ava, Mo.
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dren of Adam. All transgressions need
forgiveness. Carnality, the sin principle,
is inherited. It can no more be forgiven
than bowlegs or cross-eyes. But it does
need cleansing by Jesus’ blood—this is
heart purity.

Satan hates heart purity, for it means
the destruction of his best ally, so useful
to him, so deceptive to us. Like the Tro-
jan horse, the enemy inside helps to de-
feat the human race. Like the unseen
“root of bitterness,” it is likely to “spring
up and defile the man.” A traitor within
is more dangerous than a foe without.

Satan’s opposition to heart purity has
employed many methods of attack, all of
which tend to build up a prejudice
against God’s great truth. This is the
“reproach” spoken of in Heb. 13:13.

Among the early attacks was scorn.
Ridicule is, of course, no argument, but it
often wins its case. Following this is a
most subtle attack expressed by such
suggestions as “perhaps so, but keep still
about it. Don't testify of it nor preach it.
Why offend folks with your personal
ideas?” This neglect is spreading like a
plague among the holiness churches of
modem times.

But the most dangerous of all Satan’s
attacks, from Eden until now, is mis-
representation. No true child of God
fights heart purity when he truly under-
stands it. God is not “divided against
himself.” “He that is not against us is on
our part” (Mark 9:40).

No true holiness preacher ever says
“you may get so good you can't sin.” Or
“you’ve got to sin as long as you are in
the body.” Humanity is not sin. God
created Adam with all his human appe-
tites, instincts, and personal qualities,
and included them when He pronounced
that it was all “very good.”

Summarily, every attempt to oppose or
discredit heart purity as part of Christ’s
marvelous atonement is Satan’s effort to
confuse man’s thinking and hinder God’s
plan of salvation.



Satan hates heart purity, but God
loves it. He created man in His own
image to enjoy His presence and fellow-
ship. And so it was until the Fall. Adam
heeded Satan’s temptation through Eve’s
words. He consented to rebel against
God’s command. Thus was developed in
his heart the principle of sin—the carnal
mind. Heart purity simply means the
destruction of this sin principle.

But God forseeing all things provided
a marvelous remedy before the disease
appeared. Jesus Christ, the “Word”
(Logos) of John 1:29, was “the lamb slain
before the foundation of the world” (Rev.
13:8). He was not manifested until the
Incarnation and public manifestation
here on earth.

Now Christ’'s atonement through His
blood on Calvary covered every form of
sin for the human race. Man, of course,
must meet God’'s requirements—obe-
dience and trust.

The first form of sin might be called
the intentional sins. Its remedy is for-
giveness (Eph. 1:7) mentioned in the
Bible nearly 100 times.

The second form is the sin nature or
carnal mind, the remedy of which is heart
purity as Peter suggested in Acts 15:9.
Purifying or cleansing is mentioned in the
Bible more than 200 times, very often re-
ferring to the human heart.

The third form is not always con-
sidered to be real sin—it is what John
Wesley spoke of as “sin improperly so
called.” It consists of errors, faults, fail-
ure, mistakes, and even wrongs unknown
and unintentional. These are covered by
the atonement.

In the Old Testament, if a person un-
knowingly touched a boil or a bone or a
leper or a dead body, he became unclean;
and “when he knoweth of it then he shall
be guilty” (Leviticus 5). Also the acci-
dental manslayer could flee to the city of
refuge and live safely until the death of
the high priest (Numbers 5).

Even so, all our mistakes, errors, and
faults are covered by Christ’s atonement
if we confess them (Jas. 5:16), not ex-
cusing, but forsaking them and doing all
we can to make things right.

Herein lies the great difference of opin-
ion on the sin question—a difference of
definition.

The “sin every day” group would in-
clude all mistakes, errors, and faults as
sins, the same as purposeful sins; while
the “live above sin” group does not in-
clude any wrong as sin unless it was
known and intended.

Thus we see heart purity as not the
same as regeneration because the sin
nature needs cleansing by fire, not for-
giveness. Neither is growth the remedy.
How can we grow weeds out of our gar-
dens? Nor is purgatory the answer. Who
would wish every soul to go to purgatory
no matter how godly his heart and life?

And finally, since heart purity is so
great a blessing and experience, why not
receive it by God’s grace and enjoy it in
this present life instead of waiting until
we come in sight of the pearly gates?

“Have ye received the Holy Ghost
since ye believed?” (Acts 19:2). If you
have, rejoice for the precious Blood and
try to help others into the cleansing foun-
tain.

THE FRESH EYE

“His compassions fail not: they are new every morning”

(Lam.

3:22-23). Compassion becomes stale when it becomes thoughtless. . . .
God’s compassions are so new because He never becomes accustomed to

our need.

We can look at a thing so often that we cease to see it. God always

sees a thing as though He were seeing it for the first time.

... My neigh-

bor’'s needs can become as familiar as my furniture. Therefore must |
ask the Lord for the daily gift of discerning eyes. “ Lord, that | may re-
ceive my sight.” And with an always newly-awakened interest may |
reveal “ the compassions of the Lord.”

—John Henry Jowett

The Preacher’s Magazine



The Dynamic of Missions

esus said, “Do0 not say, there are

yet four months, and then comes
harvest. Behold, | say to you, lift up
your eyes, and look on the fields; for
they are white already to harvest.
And he that reaps receives wages,
and gathers fruit to life eternal; that
both he that sows and he that reaps
may rejoice together” (John 4:35-36,
ASV, adapted).

In planning strategy for the years
ahead, mission departments in sem-
inaries and colleges, as well as mis-
sion boards, may well look for
guidance to Parkinsons Law of Parsi-
mony. Briefly stated it is: “There is a
point of maximum efficiency beyond
which additional incremental inputs
produce outputs at a decreasing
ratio.” This is true in three respects:
Manpower, money, and time. Trans-
lated in terms of missionary effort, it
means (1) there must be wise and
efficient distribution of available per-
sonnel, (2) there must be maximum
ue of available funds, and (3) there
must be optimum use of the time

by
Norman N. Bonner

Professor of Theology and
Missions, Western
Evangelical Seminary;
Minister,

The Wesleyan Church

allotted the task.

In terms of manpower, missionary
David Livingstone was opposed to
concentration of missionary person-
nel. He pointed out that if mis-
sionaries are increased in a given area
until they bear a proportion of more
than 1 to 3,000, in 10 years thercom-
municants will be very much less per
man employed than if the proportion
had been 1 in 10,000. His maxim
was, “Time is more essential than
concentration. Let the seed be sown.
There is no more doubt of vitality
and germination than there is of har-
vest in the course of nature” (cited in
Church Growth Bulletin, September,
1970, p. 97). Livingstone was a man
ahead of his time in believing that
the real answer to evangelism did not
lie in the number of missionaries,
but in the witnessing to non-Chris-
tians by those of his own country-
men. Livingstone magnified the
multitudes who had not heard as the
basic task of the missionary.

In terms of finance, the missionary
dollar has always outproduced the
secular dollar. For example, the re-
ported expenditure of all E.F.M.A.-
and |I.F.M.A.-related groups (Evan-
gelical Foreign Missions Association
and Interdenominational Foreign
Missions Association) for a recent
year was reported as $67 million,
representing overseas expenditures
(North American Protestant Minis-
tries Overseas Directory, Ninth Edi-
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tion, p. 6). If this amount in crisp
one-dollar bills were stretched end-
to end, it would extend approximate-
ly 90 times around the world. Yet the
former amount was spent on world
missions, and the latter amount on a
small part of the world. With eternal
values in mind, the worth of one soul
is of more value than the whole
world. Thus the need for wise plan-
ning of resources is evident.

In considering the third factor,
time, the law of parsimony becomes
even more meaningful. How much
time is left? A seminary professor
may take days to prepare a course
lecture. On the other hand, he finds
that, by maximum use of his time, he
can prepare the same lecture in four
hours. He will therefore set the latter
amount of time as a frame of refer-
ence for preparation. A farmer plows
his field. At first he decides to plow
it again, and yet again, before plant-
ing the seed. Then,experience teach-
es him that the second and third
plowings do not produce sufficient
incremental returns, in terms of the
harvest, to warrant replowing, so he
goes to another field.

The lesson in mission activity
should be obvious. In view of the
transitional nature of contemporary
culture, the rapidity of change, and
the fact of fields white to harvest,
one must conclude that “delay is
deadly,” and time squandered will
result in great areas of the harvest
remaining unreaped. A vital prin-
ciple of church growth is to observe
those areas of the harvest field where
the Holy Spirit is at work preparing
peoples for a spiritual harvest, and to
work in those areas, cooperating with
the Spirit in bringing about that
harvest.

If there is to be a missionary
program for tomorrow, it must be
planned today. Strategy may be de-
fined as the purposeful overview of
the elements of a situation which can

6

serve as a guide to action. Unless
there is purpose and intent to imple-
ment, there is no real strategy.
Suppose that this generation is the
next to the last one. What is the
Christian responsibility of this gener-
ation to the next one? Ed Dayton,
executive director of M.A.R.C., ob-
serves: “Today’s man from ‘Mission
Impossible’ may be defined as a task
undertaken by a handful of men to
communicate a message 2,000 years
old to a world packed with people.”

The World Missionary Conference
in 1910 in Edinburgh, Scotland, es-
tablished the Watchword, which
served as guiding light to missionary
activity during the past 60 years:
“Evangelize the World in Our Gener-
ation.” Tremendous progress may be
noted during those six and one-half
decades, although many areas still
remain unevangelized. But the great-
est progress is reflected during the
last decade, during which time
church membership doubled in many
world areas.

The missionary hymn which
stirred hearts a generation ago,
“They're passing, passing fast away,
a hundred thousand souls a day,
they're passing to their doom,” is
already obsolete. It is now 200,00C
souls a day, and by the year 200C
may well be 400,000. Whether th<
latter clause of the hymn is pro
phetic, “They're passing to thei:
doom,” depends on us today.

What shall be the mission strateg;
for the future? Several principle
come into focus. The first is indigeni
zation. This has been called “Th
principle of euthanasia.” The mis
sion dies that a church may be borr
the missionary vanishes that loc;
ministries may emerge. A churc
may be said to come of age when
establishes missions in other coui
tries. All over the world, the churc
is coming alive in that represent
tives of the younger churches a

The Preacher’s Magazi



being sent as missionaries to other
countries, mothered by the home
church.

The second principle is militancy.
National Christianity must become
militant Christianity. For example,
foreign missionaries as such may
never be allowed to reenter China.
But national Chinese Christians are
everywhere around the perimeter of
mainland China, awaiting the oppor-
tunity to evangelize. Foreign mis-
sionaries are not being permitted, in
many cases, to return to India, but
the national church carries on the
mission task. Missionaries are not
“mission coordinators,” while na-
tional leaders become “mission
superintendents.”’

The third principle is expediency.
If China should open to the gospel,
will the Church be ready? While the

national church must use all media
available—radio, television, litera-
ture, audiovisuals, Bible houses, etc.,
will the home church be ready to
provide those media? If great people
movements continue in new centers
of Christianity—South and South-
east Asia, Africa, and Latin Amer-
ica—what provision will be made for
Bible schools and seminaries, for
churches, for literature distribution
programs, etc. to preserve the con-
verts?

The fourth principle is support.
The Western church must be ready
to support with all means at its dis-
posal the efforts of the national
church to evangelize its own people.
As John deferred to Christ,, so the
missionary must defer to the nation-
al: “He must increase, but | must
decrease” (John 3:30).

The Year of the New Church—1977

A year ago in big, bold, red capital letters, the Home Missions
page of the Preacher’s Magazine stood out: “The Year of the New
Church—1976.” | looked for a moment and thought, That's what it is

all about—a new church.

How often have we gotten into the same old rut! First church in
Frontier City, U.S.A., has been on the same street corner for 69 years.
Yet, what impact does it make? Have people stopped expecting the
presence of the Holy Spirit—do they come out of routine?

Maybe 1977 ought to be the year of rebuilding of the old parish.
Possibly in the process, it might “accidently” become a new church!

Think of what might happen.

New vitality out of the minister ...

“old” faces . .

A grip of holy power by the

. New persons appearing at the door on Sunday and

Wednesday .. . The young people getting a new excitement about their
place in the overall ministry of the church ... The missionary services

well attended, plus a renewed missionary spirit . .

records set...

. Sunday school

A new life—in fact, lots of new lives—finding Christ as
the altar, starting a new relationship with Jesus . .

. The word

sanctification becoming a reality in life instead of a dusty, theological

term.

My prayer must be: “ O God, make me a new person. Help me to
step out of the ruts of churchism into the mainstream of the committed
life. Give me Your presence, that together we might see a new me and

a new church in 1977.”

January, 1977
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It is heartening to see a statement so
helpful to evangelistic strategy, in this

day of need for a united evangelical witness

The Lausanne Covenant:
An Analysis

eartening indeed, to me as a

Christian and as a professional
theologian, is the Lausanne Cove-
nant, issued by the International
Congress on World Evangelization
that met in Switzerland July 16-25,
1974, where 150 nations of the world
were represented—no doubt the
widest representation of Christians
of any meeting in the entire Christian
era.

One factor in its being so heart-
ening to me is that it affirms what
the gospel is and urges us to proclaim
it unabashedly. The good news it
urges us to herald is that God offers
forgiveness of sins through Jesus
Christ, “the only God-man,” who
died for us and was raised again. It
states that while “all men are per-
ishing because of sin,” “God loves all
men, not wishing that any should
perish but that all should repent.”
It rejects “every kind of syncretism,”
suggesting that Christ does not speak
“equally through all religions and
ideologies.” And “those who reject
Christ repudiate the joy of salvation

by
J. Kenneth Grider

Professor of Theology,
Nazarene Theological
Seminary,

Kansas City

and condemn themselves to eternal
separation from God.”

This affirming of classical Chris-
tian teachings is in contrast to whal
has sometimes obtained in an-
nounced views of groups and indi
viduals connected with the Work
Council of Churches. In 1957, foi
example, the W.C.C.’s North Amer
ican Conference on Faith and Orde:
opted for a dynamic ecumenism, i
oneness of mission, suggesting tha
oneness in doctrine is not feasible. A
the time, Christianity Today (Sept
30, 1957) editorialized that this wa
not enough, because doctrine is basi
to the Christian mission, and Chris
tianity Today pointed out the fac
that during the early centuries it wa
precisely the area of doctrine tha
engaged Christians in all the ect
menical councils. The Lausann
Covenant is also in contrast to las
year’'s Bangkok W.C.C. meeting i
which evangelism was conceive
roundly, albeit with some evangelic.'
dissent, in social and political tern
(see C.T., Feb. 2,1973, p. 37).

Another factor in the Lausanr
Covenant’s being so heartening to n
is that it is an evangelical statemei
that largely rises above the Armii
ian-Calvinistic debate. It is true th
Francis Schaeffer and others secur<
a last-minute change in the Cov
nant so the Bible is declared to 1
“without error in all that it affirms
and not simply without error or i

The Preacher’s Magazi



fallible on “matters of faith and
practice,” as many evangelical Ar-
minian-Wesleyans hold (and some
Reformed).

Yet, on the doctrines that divided
the Reformed from the Arminians at
the Synod of Dort, the Covenant is
mute in the main. It does not teach
an unconditional election of some,
with an atonement limited in its
saving efficacy only to them; nor does
it teach a grace that one cannot re-
sist, nor a salvation that makes a
saved person eternally secure regard-
less. Many of Lausanne’s leaders are
known to believe some or all of these
Synod of Dort teachings. Indeed,
even Billy Graham, Lausanne’s orig-
inator and honorary chairman, be-
lieves in what is often called eternal
security, when you require of him a
statement on the matter.

But these doctrinal distinctions
that almost caused a civil war among
Dutch Protestants around 1612-14,
and which caused some division in
the Eighteenth Century Revival
(Whitefield, Lady Huntington, the
Wesleys), and which have too often
divided evangelicals in our own time,
do not surface. As an Arminian, |
read it, actually as teaching what
Arminius and Wesley taught, that
Jesus Christ died and rose again for
“all men,” to provide for the for-
giveness of those who “repent and
believe.” Yet this is probably not so
explicit that the Covenant is seen by
Reformed Christians to teach this.

Again, on theories of atonement,
the Covenant simply uses a scripture
word, ransom, and does not say with
Reformed theology that Christ paid
the penalty for us, nor with Arminian
theology that as sinless and there-
fore guiltless He suffered for us in-
stead of being punished (see John
Miley, The Atonement in Christ.
Phillips and Hung, 1879).

Still another factor in the Cove-
nant's being so heartening to me is

m.January, 1977

that it calls for a discipleship that is
costly. It rejects evangelisms that
tone down Christ's demands for a
commitment that is total. It even
states what many young Christians
have long believed: that older Chris-
tians, who perhaps become peculiar-
ly effective and distinguished in
Christ's work, should accept it as
“duty to develop a simple life-style
in order to contribute more generous-
ly to both relief and evangelism.”
This reminds me that the world head
of the Salvation Army, only a few
years ago, received a salary of $28.00
per week. While the Army might not
be sufficiently realistic about these
matters, it is a question whether a
life-style of affluence and even opu-
lence, that rises commensurately
with a Christian leader’s increasing
effectiveness, is consistent with
Christ’'s “let him deny himself” or
with the needs of a largely unevan-
gelized and underfed world.

In this document is a spirit of
penitence over what we Christians
have left undone and over our mis-
directed tactics. Also, here is admis-
sion of our social responsibilities, too
long either decried or only nodded to
in evangelicalism. Frank discussion
appears of the call for a moratorium
on missionaries and even on money
sounded by some leaders in Third
World areas, notably certain African
nations.

While 1 personally wish the di-
visive affirmation about biblical in-
errancy on all matters had not gotten
inserted when the five Covenant
writers introduced the document to
the entire assemblage; and while |
might have welcomed at least a gen-
eralized statement on the two sac-
raments; and while | think that at
least something might have been
affirmed about the gifts of the Spirit
(what does Steadman think!), even
though they are just now a divisive
matter in evangelicalism—I am

9



heartened that a kind of semiofficial
assemblage of 2,000 to 4,000 Chris-
tian leaders from 150 nations and
dependencies, in this day when
science captivates us so, could affirm

Definition can never be permitted
to take the place of explanation.
And therein lies a story

a statement so classical, so pristine,
so apostolic, so helpful to evangelistic
strategy in these times of bourgeon-
ing need for a united evangelical
witness.

Is Sin an Entity or a Substance?

By Mel-Thomas Rothwell*

S SIN AN ENTITY?
Or, equally as provocative, is sin
a substance?

Any professional philosopher or
theologian would readily reply in the
negative; to respond otherwise gives
the allusion of reducing sin to a
thing.

However, a tip-of-the-tongue yes
or no may be an easy, and unwar-
ranted, assumption when the concen-
tration of reason completes its
analysis. For one thing, it falls prey
to the tragically common stand-in
role the terms entity and substance
play in familiar discourse and dia-
logue, and on that account the res-
pondent merely answering yes or no
appears to know a great deal more
than reflective investigation will
grant.

The comfortable security of tra-
ditional terminology gives a decep-
tive protective custody to dogmas
beloved, and this has long been the
refuge of tender-minded theorists
who are prone to accentuate tidiness

*Professor, Bethany Nazarene College
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over tenacity. The careful thinker,
nonetheless, recognizes at once that
in this case no real distinction has
been made between identifying
something and explaining it.

The ready and unyielding negativt
with which most scholars meet th<
guestion has in fact resolved nothing
at all. Debating the issue often re
suits in verbal shadowboxing or non
productive definition of terms. Th<
problem lies beyond the simple judg
ment whether sin is an entity or ;
substance. No space-time passwon
has yet captured the full meaning o
entity and substance implicated i
the complex reality involved. To sa
sin is an entity or a substance at bes
is but a start, and in all likelihood i
is not a good one. The tough-minde
who pursue truth relentlessly pei
ceive the critical danger that
misses the basic point.

I know no reputable philosopher (
theologian who holds that sin is a
entity or a substance. By that,
mean entity and substance in the
usual role as deployed in the discu
sion of metaphysics. Nor does tl
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writer himself think of sin as an
entity or a substance. The prudence
incorporated, however, is a problem
in sociology, not philosophy or theol-
ogy. Who, for instance, wishes to be
classed as inane in any academic
setting? But that is the point, the
prime aim of this observation is to
get beyond the conventional, or pos-
sible cliche, to the ultimate verity, or
that quality or state of real being.
Hence, we ask if sin is not an entity
or a substance, what is it?

Logically, a further question begs
for our attention: What is an entity?
Or what is a substance? That's the
rub. And who knows? | wish to be the
first to confess that | do not know.
Academically or otherwise, it is not a
lonely vigil, for neither do | know
anyone who does know. Those who
get prophetic at this point end by
repeating dogma rather revealing
fresh truth.

A group of faculty members, wait-
ing for the meeting to begin, were
discussing science. A scientist with
an international reputation asserted
conclusively, “We scientists put the
facts on the line.” That did it. There
seemed nothing left to say. Until a
biology professor, who had taken a
Bachelor of Arts degree in philos-

ophy, broke the thunderstruck si-
lence by asking in mocking
innocence, “But what is a fact?”

The silence returned and deepened.
Then a brave soul recovered and
piped up, “Why a fact—everybody
knows what a fact is ... afactis ...
well, a fact is—why we all know what
a fact is.” The apparent consensus
was, actually we do not know what
afact is. Here is a clear case of letting
definition stand in for explanation.
And what a common, though gross,
fallacy.

A bland affirmative or negative
answer to the question, What is an
entity or a substance? leaves the
search for truth in the same predica-

January, 1977

ment. If we let definition cover for
explanation, a whole hemisphere of
truth and insight is lost. The writer
is not that uneasy over a problem of
definition; it is rather the conse-
quence. To haggle over whether we
shall say that sin is or is not an
entity or substance is not the primary
concern the writer has in mind. In
conjunction with the entity issue, a
possible effect in the offing has seri-
ous consequences for conservative
theology and philosophy.

On that account it seems more
logical and strategically sound to
simply say that sin exists, and thus
be definite about its existential im-
port. To say sin is an entity or a sub-
stance employs concepts which
escape our understanding and, unfor-
tunately, allows sin to slip away
under the guise of nonentity or intan-
gibility. An age of empiricism has
given philosophical excuse for this
“getaway.” It is the writer’'s concern
to obvert this implausible situation
and utilize terms in the process
which are not vulnerable to the frag-
mentation and metaphysical skep-
ticism of the variants of empiricism
underlying most of contemporary
philosophy.

Personally, | repeat, I do not be-
lieve that sin is an entity or sub-
stance in the accustomed way these
terms are defined. And, because
entity and substance are both re-
duced to indefineability, | prefer not
to associate sin with them, perhaps,
at all. Thus sin’s existential being is
not lost; it remains regardless of
terms and tedious argument. Terms
are only convenient tags, but sin
does not depend on symbolism or
matter; it is transgression of law and
love, and obtains somehow in re-
lation to God. To give it “thingness”
either materially or metaphysically is
to face certain jeopardy. Hence it
cannot consistently be said to be
entity or substance.
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We accept the joys and overcome
the hazards, and thus find joy in
service to God and the church

The Joys and Hazards
of the Full-time Associate

situation which is truly impor-

tant, with built-in advantages
and disadvantages, with potential for
trauma or triumph, is the relation-
ship of a full-time associate to his
senior pastor, to the church, to his
Lord, and in a very real sense to him-
selfand to his family.

We begin with an assumption
which we believe every senior pastor
and church executive will accept:
that, from the standpoint of personal
values, the associate is as worthful as
anyone on the ecclesiastical scene. It
is true that, strategically, he works
under another’s guidance, but then
we all do to some degree—even to the
highest executive echelons. Most se-
nior pastors feel that their associates
work with rather than under them.
While one person, of necessity, must
be the hub around which the others
revolve, yet at no time is the essential
value of the spokes either deprecated
or depreciated by the senior pastor.

|
With this assumption in mind, we
proceed to a consideration of the joys
of the full-time associate.

by
Vernon L. Wilcox

Associate pastor, First
Church of the Nazarene
Nampa, Ida.
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1. First is the fact that someone
else takes final responsibility for the
work. The buck doesn’t stop on the
associate’s desk. There is a very real
sense of relief in being able to do
one’s work and let someone else do
the worrying—for it's not work but
worry that Kills you. So this fact,
when properly realized and accepted,
can be a genuine source of joy. It is,
however, no excuse for indolence on
the part of an associate.

2. Another source of joy is found in
the knowledge that you can do the
detail work and thus free a gifted
leader to concentrate on the more im-
portant work of pulpit and parish.
We hardly need reminding that
church work is almost unbelievably
more complex today than it was a
generation ago. We can recall when
the pastor of a large, strong church
might possibly have one associate.
The pastor needed essentially just
three qualifications: to be able to
preach acceptably, to call assidu-
ously, and to conduct board meetings
apologetically. There was a respect
for leadership, even for authority,
premeating our culture as well as the
church. This made it comparatively
easy for a pastory to lead his people
in effective service.

Today, the work of the pastorate
has grown much more complicated as
our people expect leadership in many
areas, such as interchurch involve-
ments; ambitious building plans; in-
depth counseling; budget promotion;
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subscription campaigns; summer
camps for all ages; oversight of
youth, educational, and missionary
departments; as well as attending
conferences, committees commis-
sions, conventions, and “conven-
ticles”! So what a rewarding
experience it is for an associate to
take some of the pressure off a hard-
working and overworked pastor!

3. A third joy is the sense of ful-
fillment in working in a larger parish.
We live in an age which demands
larger churches—not necessarily
huge ones, but big enough to make
some kind of spiritual impact on
their communities. Even in smaller
towns and cities we need to grow
strong enough to present a program
adequate to attract the public.

We are working in a different world
than that in which our predecessors
worked, where a storefront or a tent
was enough. Good as those days were,
we must wake up to the fact that the
world we are trying to reach will pass
us by unless we upgrade our ap-
proach, and we will have lost our
opportunity to present the precious,
timeless message of salvation
through Christ. So we try to build
stronger churches. Even those who
argue that they like smaller churches
are hard at it trying to make theirs
larger. And rightly so.

4. Finally, there is the joy of being
associated with others of like inter-
ests, fulfilling much of the need for
fellowship often lacking in our minis-
try. Whatever problems may be
implicit in staff relationships, there
isa great sense of fulfillment in work-
ing with others on a multiple staff.

1
And now we come to the hazards,
and there are definitely some, that
confront the full-time associate.

1 He must make adjustments if
he is to avoid being frustrated. One
of these is that he will not preach

January, 1977

very often. This may be somewhat
alleviated by teaching a class or con-
ducting an occasional seminar or re-
vival meeting, but it is still an
adjustment he must make if he hopes
to succeed. By considering this and
praying through about it ahead of
time, the associate can find his
powers released rather than re-
stricted.

2. The second hazard is rather
delicate, but cannot be ignored. The
associate will not, cannot, and should
not desire to be first in the affections
of the people. By faithfulness he can
make a place for himself, but it will
not be first place. He will rejoice in
the fact that along with the heavier
responsibility the senior bears will
come also a larger scope of appreci-
ation. This does not downgrade the
associate’s position; it merely up-
grades the senior pastor’s position,
and the associate accepts it with
thanksgiving.

3. Another hazard is the necessity
of adjusting to working the plan
rather than planning the work. While
an associate will be expected to do
his share of planning, yet the very
nature of the case requires the senior
executive to plan the work of the
church. The smoothest-running oper-
ation is found where the plans have
been painstakingly laid by the leader
and faithfully worked out by the
members of his staff. It takes some
doing to produce harmonious team-
work, but it is worth doing.

4. The last hazard is the stickiest:
the associate’s tenure of service in a
given church is entirely dependent
upon the senior pastor’s tenure. This
may seem unfair, and the associate
may be tempted to exclaim, “But |
don’'t have any security at all!” In a
sense this is true, but it is true for all
of us. A political leader said, “I knew
only one man with economic security
and he didn’'t want it; he was a life
termer in a federal penitentiary.”

13



We have, however, taken some
steps in the direction of lessening the
sense of insecurity of our executives,
our pastors, our missionaries, and
even our evangelists. We thank God
for these steps in the right direction.

But what of the associate? To
paraphrase John Wesley: He must be
ready to preach, pray, die, or resign
at any moment, contingent entirely
on the decision of his senior pastor.
Sometimes the problem is obviated
by a pastor insisting on taking his
staff with him, but sometimes he
goes into another line of work which
would make this impossible. True,
we have been up to now in a “seller’s
market,” and a successful associate
can usually find a position, but this
may change as time goes on. We may
very possibly soon come to a time
when there will be more persons en-
tering this field than there are avail-
able positions for them.

What can the church do? It is a
relatively new problem and we can-
not accuse the church of sidestepping
it—yet. There are presently serious
efforts being made by general and
district leaders to place associates,

and generally the job has been ade-
quately done. But as the number of
associates snowballs, we may need to
find a more systematic method for
placement.

Finally, there is a great deal to be
said for loyalty. There is no excuse
for an associate to try to play district
superintendent even when there is a
real problem between pastor and
congregation. This just isn’t his busi-
ness. Disloyalty to a senior pastor or
to a district or general superinten-
dent is both unconscionable and in-
defensible. This does not mean blind
acquiescence, but alert intelligent
understanding of the goals of our
leaders and a willingness to imple-
ment them, or if we absolutely can-
not in good conscience do so, then a
graceful bowing out of the picture.

There are some joys in this calling
to the associate ministry, and, as in
all undertakings, some hazards. We
accept the joys and overcome the
hazards and find that in the process
together they spell opportunity for
fulfillment and for service to God and
the church. That's what the ministry
is all about.

“1 Sought/or a Man”

A man pure, holy, and spotless in life; a man of much prayer;
In character meek, lowly, and infinitely compassionate; of tenderest

love to all.

Full of sympathy for every pain and sorrow, and devoting his days and
nights to lightening the burdens of humanity.

Utterly patient of faults and enmity; ever ready to answer every call,
to go wherever bidden in order to do good; wholly without

thought of self.

Making himself the servant of all; patient, gentle, and untiring in
dealing with souls he would save.
Bearing with ignorance, wilfulness, slowness, cowardice in those of

whom he expects most.

Sacrificing all, even life itself if need be, to save some.
“Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

14
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The Spiritual Education
of Children at Home

By Donald Wood*

ohn Wesley, one of 19 children,

had none of his own. In spite of
his lack of children, or perhaps be-
cause of it, Wesley has some perti-
nent counsel for those who do have
the stewardship of children
committed to them. The following
excerpt from his sermon “On Family
Religion” may be studied with care
and applied with confidence today.

“You should particularly endeavor
to instruct your children, early,
plainly, frequently, and patiently.
Instruct them early, from the first
hour that you perceive reason begins
to dawn . . . Whenever a child begins
to speak, you may be assured reason
begins to work. | know of no cause
why a parent should not just then be-
gin to speak of the best things, the
things of God.

“But the speaking to them early
will not avail, unless you likewise
speak to them plainly. Use such
words as little children may under-
stand, just such as they themselves
... To take a little example: Bid the
child look up; and ask, ‘What do you

*Minister, Faith Wesleyan Church, Greensboro,
N.C.

January, 1977

see there? ‘The sun.’ ‘See how bright
it is! Feel how warm it shines upon
your head! Look, how it makes the
grass and the flowers to grow, and the
trees and everything look green! But
God, though you cannot see him, is
above the sky, and is a deal brighter
than the sun! It is he, it is God that
made the sun, and you, and me, and
everything. It is he that makes the
grass and flowers grow; that makes
the trees green, and the fruit to come
upon them! Think what he can do!
He can do whatever he pleases. He
can strike me or you dead in a
moment. But he loves you; he loves
to do you good. He loves to make you
happy. Should not you then love
him? You love me, because | love
you and do you good. But it is God
that makes me love you. Therefore,
you should love him. and he will
teach you how to love him.’

“While you are speaking in this, or
some such manner, you should be
continually lifting up your heart to
God, beseeching him to open the eyes
of their understanding, and to pour
his light upon them. He, and he
alone, can make them to differ herein
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from the beasts that perish. He
alone can apply your words to their
hearts; without which all your labor
will be in vain. But whenever the
Holy Ghost teaches, there is no delay
in learning.

“But if you would see the fruit of
your labor, you must teach them not
only early and plainly, but frequently
too. It would be of little or no service
to do it only once or twice a week.
How often do you feed their bodies?
Not less than three times a day. And
is the soul of less value than the
body? Will you not feed this as often?
If you find this a tiresome task, there
is certainly something wrong in your
mind. You do not love them enough;
or you do not love him who is your
Father and their Father. Humble
yourself before him! Beg that he
would give you more love; and love
will make the labor light.

“But it will not avail to teach them
both early, plainly, and frequently,
unless you persevere therein. Never
leave off, never intermit your labor of
love, till you see the fruit of it. But
in order to do this, you will find the
absolute need of being endued with
power from on high; without which, 1
am persuaded, none ever had, or will
have, patience sufficient for children
and the giddiness or perverseness of
others, would induce them to give up
the irksome task, and let them follow
their own imagination” (The Works
of John Wesley, Zondervan; Sermon
XCIV, “On Family Religion,” Vol.
VII, pp. 81-83).

Wesley’s sermon reflects his own
childhood instruction by his mother,
Susanna, to be sure, but it also re-
flects his observation of many chil-
dren who lived lives of true piety.
The accounts of these children’s
spirituality are scattered throughout
Wesley’'s Works and are testimony
that 2 Tim. 1:5 can be, and, by all
rights, ought to be repeated.
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Practical
Points

Ihat make
a difference

| Have Never Seen
a More Caring Person

Dear Son:

Our new teen director is a Swede
from Minneapolis by the name of Nel-
son. | sat down to get acquainted with
him and tell him that | had lunch with
his former pastor today.

He “lit up” immediately. “He is the
best pastor | have ever had,” he said.
“He really cares. All the time that I
was in college and trying to get on my
feet, he cared though others did not
understand.”

What more could you say about a
pastor? That pastor is one of my best
Mends. He and his wife have suffered
more than parents ought to suffer. And
yet their love has reached out beyond
their family to others until the church
has matured and grown in Christian
love—and incidentally in outreach.

He always has something to say to
his congregation on Sunday. His lis-
teners can tell that he has spent long
hours in his study in prayer, exegesis,
exposition, and communication. Itis a
joy to sit under his ministry because he
has discovered the balance that all
great ministers must discover before
they are authentic ministers of the
gospel.

Well Son, we will be in Sunday
night. How about feeding my mind and
spirit until 1 rest physically in the as-
surance of the gospel. You can do it!
That is, you can do it through God’s
grace!

The Preacher’s Magazine



JANUARY

FOR
PASTORS

NAZAR ind LOCAL

CHURCH
LEADERS

Compiled by the General Stewardship Commission | MraBMIMR”IS* o!ll?S»or

e General Superintendent Strickland

A Plea for the
New Year

HE PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE in Luke 13 reminds us of the new
year. The expectation of the Master is expressed in the words "I
come seeking fruit on this fig tree." His disappointment is ob-
served in the words "[I] find none."

It is never easy to evaluate the true worth of the work of our
ministry in any given year. Cod does not measure us as the fig tree
in a given period. Some particular year, conditions for growth may
not allow the same harvest as in another year. But it pleases the
Father for us to bear fruit, and we should sow the Word of God
with an expectation of results. One cannot help but feel the disap-
pointment of a year of hard work when all of the resources of the
church are involved and not a single member is added to the
congregation.

Judgment was expressed for the fig tree in the penetrating
question "Why cumbereth it the ground?" The sharp command
resulted—"Cut it down." There is a final judgment to a fruitless
ministry. It is not pronounced in the first year; perhaps not in the
second or third. But each year we find excuses for our lack of abili-
ty to bring souls to Christ we are ever closer to that final verdict
and ultimate judgment.

A most encouraging plea was made for the fig tree by the
steward of the vineyard. His plea with the Master was "Lord, let it
alone this year also." To us is given this extension. Before us are
365 new, uncharted days. With the help of the Holy Spirit let us
seek to improve our usefulness in these days. This can and must be
done by a deepening of our own devotional lives, by a strengthen-
ing of our quest for knowledge, by an improvement in our rela-
tionships to others, and by a more careful exercise of our sense of

k stewardship. Let us make this a good year.



CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING
A book of hope for the family-

Harmony in the
Home

A study in Christian Family Relationships
by James D. Hamilton

Dr. Hamilton says . ..

“While the institution of the home is not dead, and

will never die, it is ill, desperately ill. The illness is

of epidemic proportions. No home is immune from

this epidemic, but some homes are less suscepti-
=\l ble to its ravages. They are the Christian homes.”

“A home does not become Christian by calling it
Christian. It becomes Christian only as the persons
who reside there determine to follow the guidelines
for relationships that God has prescribed.”

Denomination-wide CST Study on
Family Life
February— March 1977



YOUTH

January, 1976 ... a need-
meeting month. A new maga-
zine struggled to life. It was
young ...for the young.

We looked for a name. And
prayed. And dreamed. And
Jesus said, “l am the Bread of
Life." BREAD. Break it ..
distribute it. .. allow it to min-
ister to the genuine needs of
junior and senior high kids.

Subscribe now to getin on the
second-year excitement.

1 start my
m subscription

to Bread immediately

(if not sooner).

name
address
city
state/province
zip code__

Enclose $2.50 for one full year. MAIL TO:
Make checks payable to: NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Nazarene Publishing House Box 527 Kansas City, Mo. 64141
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HOME MISSIONS

1977 HAS BEEN DECLARED
THE YEAR TO STRENGTHEN
WEAK CHURCHES*

Starting new churches is a joy, but equally rewarding can be
the strengthening of weak churches so they can truly ac-
complish the mission to which Christ has called them.

To effectively reach our mission fields at home, we need
every church at optimum strength. Is that where you are?

It can be.

" General Board
January, 1976

REMEMBER THESE
TWO SUNDAYS—

Brotherhood Sunday—February 20
Home Mission Sunday—February 2
16D KEEP EVERYBODY INFORME!



STEWARDSHIP

Extend Your Stewardship Ministry

USE TRACTS to
emphasize the
privileges and
responsibilities of
Christian stewardship.

THE TITHE IS THE LORD'S, by
Samuel Young, is a mini-book you
can use to emphasize the tithe as
one aspect of the stewardship of
possessions.

Especially for children

. .an OFFERING BOX designed
to interest and encourage boys

and girls to give to God's work.

212 x 3Vi x 1". Comes flat.

T-851 This Treasure in Earthen Vessels Tract
Pkg. 25, .50; 4 pkgs., $1.50

T-852 Poured-out Lives Tract
Pkg. 25, .50; 4 pkgs., $1.50

The Tithe Is the Lord's mini-book, 36 pages
1 pkg. of 4, $1.00; 3 pkgs., $2.75, 25 pkgs., $20.00

0-142 Offering Box
Pkg. 25, $1.75; 4 pkgs., $6.00

Order from Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141.
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0°twe to

“Practical, year-round, fingertip
XHE source book

The
Minister's Manual

Doran's 1977 Edition
Edited by Charles L Wallis

Fifty-two years old and still growing!

Contributions solicited from a wide range are

fresh, insightful, and up-to-date. Includes some 300
sermons and outlines, 350 illustrations, 52 children's story-
sermons, prayers, illustrations, resources for Communions,
funerals, special events, and much more. 288 pages.
Cloth board.

wianoai-
(00RAN'S)

Shows how and where to save money

Clergy's Federal
Income Tax Guide

For 1976 Returns
Compiled by F. H. Heath

Provides the pastor and evangelist with comprehen-

sive information relevant to his profession. Areas cov-
ered include housing exemption, self-employment,
gifts and donations, the working wife, retirement.

Tax laws up-to-date through October, 1976, appear in
goldface type. Index. 8wz x 11" format. 64 pages.
aper.

NOTE: Available December 15, 1976

“A businesslike method to recognize individ-
ual giving’

Contribution Receipt
Form

An important reference for regular contributors when figuring
their income tax. Space is provided for filling in money given
through the various departments. Be sure your treasurer
knows about this form.

5¥x 8\2'. R-70 Pad of 100 for 75¢

Order NOW while ample stock available
MA7Z7ADFNF DIIRIISUINA UOIICF dts»at nm rt rov foi Kansas rrrv MissmiDi 1



CHURCH SCHOOLS

O 1 Reserve "Monday Nights"
O "m 1| \D for the Family.

C Help tie the church and the
N Home together in Christia
nurture, fellowship, and love.

& m

In the words of Moses, “And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when

thou risest up™ (Deuteronomy 6:7).

STEWARDSHIP



CHURCH SCHOOLS
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NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

PRAYCR,
fasting,

self-dent

In this new quadrennium, the NWMS is putting renewed
emphasis on the ministry of prayer.

Membership is to be stressed as a “membership committed to
prayer” for the needs on all of our mission fields.

LINKS is to emphasize the support of home church to mission-
ary in not only materials needs but in prayer support—the
actual "sharing of the burden.”

We are encouraging each local society to seek God's guidance
for the best possible way to challenge their own people in this
prayer, fasting, and self-denial effort. We believe God wants to
raise up some twentieth-century prayer warriors across our
church.

Pastor, will you encourage your congregation to accept this
challenge? Will you accept it yourself? "... Ask, and ye shall re-
ceive, that yourjoy may be full" (John 16:24).

RememeR

the worLC) day op pRayeR
maRCh 4,1977



EVANGELISM

Order Number

AW 250
AW-5720
TA-1
VE-29
VE-38
VE-39

16]

Take a New Look

at the New Year. ..

EVANGELISM SUPPLIES

Article

Picture of Christ

Picture of Christ— imprinted “Christ Is Near"
June Cole Tape

Abundant Life Folder

Abundant Life Flip Chart

Abundant Life Leader’s Guide

Here’s How to Live

Conserving the Converts— Shaver
Evangelism Explosion— Kennedy

Growing Congregation, The— Benjamin
Keeping Spiritual Victory— Shaver

Revival Meeting in the Twentieth Century, The— Millhuff
Your Church Can Grow— Wegner

Pkg.100
Pkg. 10

Pkg. 10

.25; 5 for

Unit
Prici

2.0l
101
291
1.0i
1.9

1.0
15
5.9
2.2
1.0
19
3.J



COMMUNICATIONS

S YOUR CHURCH

UTILIZING MEDIA IN 22,

TS® EDUCATION
PROGRAM?

TowWP

'I'LL. &AY ONE THING ABOUT OUR TEACHER, HE KNOWS
HOW TO MAKE OUR LESSONS INTERESTING."

WE CAN HELP..

with audiovisual workshop guidance
e with media resource catalogs

e with organizing a church media resource cen-
ter

For details, write to:
NAZARENE COMMUNICATIONS
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS

EARN 9 PERCENT INTEREST

while sheltering
20 percent of your income
from federal income tax

If you are saving for retirement by
putting a few dollars into the bank
every payday, we can give you a bet-
ter deal.

Your church can deposit an
amount up to 2U percent of your
present salary in the Nazarene Sup-
plemental Retirement Program.
These funds would be sheltered
from federal income tax until with-
drawal. You will earn a big 9 percent
interest annually on all funds de-

16L

posited after February 1, 1976. And
interest is earned on every penny
deposited because there is no an-
nuity charge.

Call us for more information
or write:
Dean Wessels
Department of Pensions
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
(816-333-7000)



STEWARDSHIP

| C A M
Borou?

PRINT YOUR NAME HERE. 16M



CHURCH SCHOOLS

Set Faith
Coals

Goals set by faith are always challenging
because they involve God. For this
guadrennium, the goal for Nazarene
worldwide Sunday school attendance is
745,000. The enrollment goal has been
set at 1,380,000.

WHAT THIS MEANS TO YOU: In order
for the denomination to meet its goals,
your church must show a 4 percent gain
in attendance each of the next four
years, and a 3 percent gain in enrollment

oing
ut
After
Lost
ouls

This attendance chart is now available
at the Nazarene Publishing house for
50 cents (A-1000).
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Presenting the

designs...

Pastor's Remembrance Pan
Publfc-Relatinns Program

A systematic method for recognizing those special occasions of your mem-
bers and for contacting prospects. Requires an investment of just pennies
per member and only minutes of time each week.

Pastor-

a part of your total ministry, you will
want to join the hundreds of pastors
already using it with success

Designed with dignity and beauty, appropriately ex-
pressing in prose, scripture, and prayer the love and in-
terest of a pastor. Printed on a rich-grain card stock.
4Vi x 6”. Matching envelope.
GREETING CARDS
G-771 A Birthday Prayer
G-772 An Anniversary Prayer
G-773 A Prayer in the Time of lliness
G-774 A Prayer in the Hour of Bereavement
G-775 A Birthday Prayer for Children
Package of 10 (identical cards) $1.50

RECORD SUPPLIES
R-124 INSTRUCTION SHEET. Outlines the procedures
for the Pastor’s Remembrance Plan. FREE
R-125 FAMILY RECORD CARD. Provides space for re-

quired information. Size, 4x6".
Package of 50 for $1.25; 2 pkgs. for $2.00

R-126 CHURCH RECORD DATA SHEET. Four sections
(days) per sheet for entering birthdays, anni-
versaries, and other information on that date.
Size, 8" x 11" Package of 100 for $2.50

R-127 VINYL BINDER. 3-ring, 10 x 11V 2". $2.00

S-537 MONTHLY INDEX DIVIDERS. Black leather tabs
for three-ring binder. Set, $3.15

S-146 RECORD CARD FILE BOX. For R-125 cards. $3.50

NOTE: Suggested quantities tor church of 150 in attendance: 100 R 125; 100
R 126; 150 Birthday; 50 each of Anniversary, lliness, and Bereavement.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

POST °FF,CE BOX 527- KANSAS C,TY' MISSOURI 64141



EDUCATION

ABLE MINISTERS
OF THE NEW COVENANT

In what proved to be his final baccalaureate sermon as president of Nazarene
Theological Seminary Dr. William M. Greathouse chose as his text 2 Corinthians 3:4-
6, lifting out the words "able ministers of the new covenant.” | heard him preach,
for | was there to honor my son-in-law, who was a member of the graduating class.
God spoke powerfully through Dr. Greathouse, who concluded his message,

This is our power—the power of the liberating, sanctifying Spirit—who
works in us and through us as Spirit-filled ministers. When this is true, our suc-
cess is assured. God will use our imperfect ministry to write His law on the flesh-
ly hearts of those who hear us, making them epistles of Christ, known and read
of all men, to the glory of God alone!

As he preached, my eyes roved that congregation of young men and women
who had accepted God's call, paid the price of seminary training, and now joyfully
faced their active ministry, confident in the power and leadership of the Spirit. An
overwhelming sense of gratitude for them and for NTS gripped me. "Thank You,
Lord, for NTS!" I silently prayed.

Yes, | do thank God for NTS, for the godly men and women who labor here, for
the hundreds of graduates now proclaiming the holiness message to the ends of the
earth. And my heart today beats a note of praise for my opportunity to serve at NTS.

Pastor, | thank Him too for my church which has loyally supported NTS through
annual budgeting and the SEMINARY OFFERING each spring. Only in the last few
months as | have come to NTS have | fully realized how much we depend on your
support in the ANNUAL SEMINARY OFFERING. | plan to share the need openly with
you by letter this month. Here 1can only ask that you as pastor remember NTS in
prayer, and in this year of administrative change at our seminary, urge your people
to pray and give liberally that the NTS program of theological education may abun-
dantly continue. | am praying that every church will participate as God enables in
the SEMINARY OFFERING on FEBRUARY 13.

In return, together with our faculty, | pledge my best efforts with His help to
seek to turn out Spirit-filled, Spirit-enabled holiness preachers, missionaries, evan-
gelists, and educational and pastoral staff workers to serve the Kingdom "till Jesus
comes!"

Stephen W. Nease, President
Nazarene Theological Seminary

SEMINARY OFFERING
FEBRUARY 13, 1977
GOAL: 100 PERCENT PARTICIPATION!
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PALCON

TREVECCA
VIBRATIONS

X T .

fnK.W *** A S|
N\
. NZOA ) gt
,\\O>NSV"9
Go°dVe Ap o m

tf?at's w\)at Nazarene pastors said of t\)e pilot PALCON
gathering at TNC last monti)!
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LIFE INCOME

7 out of 8 adults don't 0 TRUE

have a valid will.

O FALSE

PaStor: If you answered “True” to the above question,

you're right. Does this percentage hold true for your congregation?
Are they aware of the importance of good estate planning and of
the benefits of a Christian will?

.. Aware that without a valid will, the state will determine
distribution of assets, perhaps to people never intended?

.. Aware that guardianship of your children would be
decided by the courts?

.. Aware that probate costs, taxes, fees, might be

multiplied?

.. Aware that the opportunity is lost to leave anything to
your church, college, mission field?

The HORIZONS program of the church could be the answer to many
people’s search for financial peace of mind —while they reap the
benefits now of supporting the work of the church.

To help acquaint your congregation with the HORIZONS program,
request a quantity of the folders offered below, no charge, of course.
Sooner than you think, your church could be receiving substantial
gifts to help build God’'s kingdom.

Take a wise look ahead

NOTATOTUIE

Division of Life Income Gifts & Bequests
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Mo. 64131

Attn: Robert W. Crew

Please send me copies of
“A New Way to Invest in Your Church .
While Investing in Your Future”

Pastor’s
Name

Church
Address
City

State Zip



WORLD MISSION

The NEW LOOK
lor “WORLD MISSION

A BRIGHT SPOT
IN VOIR
LOCAL CHURCH PROGRAM

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE—$4.00 FOR 3 YEARS!
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VISUAL APT DEPARTMENT, NAZARENE PUBUSHING HOUSE

<Month,y slates published in "he las, ,ssue of the

ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C) Rte. 1, Taft St., Danielson, Conn. 06239

ALLEN, DAN. (C) Box 1240, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

ALLEN, J. A. & MILDRED. (Retired) Bo* 559, Chandler, Okla. 74834

AMOS, CARL A. (C) Rte. 3, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

+ANDREWS, GEORGE. (C) Bo* 821, Conway, Ark. 72032

+ANDERSON, LAWRENCE & KAREN-LOUISE. (C) 585 Lowell St.,
Methuen, Mass. 01844

*ARCHER, RONALD E. (R) 7016 N.W. 61st Terr.,, Bethany, Okla
73008

ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C) 2614 E. Yukon St.. Tampa, Fla. 33604

ATTIG, WALTER W. (C) 21 Larkspur Dr., Belleville, Ill. 62221

+BABCOCK, KENNETH E. & MILDRED. (C) P.O. Bo* 32, Orange
City, Fla. 32763

+ BAILEY, CLARENCE & THELMA. (C) 1197 W. Arch St. Portland.
Ind. 47371

BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C) 440 Bentley, Lapeer, Mich, 48446

+BAKER, RICHARD C. (C) 3590 Coal Fork Dr.. Charleston. W.Va
25306

BATTIN, BUFORD. (C) 3015 47th St.. Lubbock. Te*. 79413

BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C) P.O. Bo* 254, Roland, Okla. 74954

#BELL, JAMES & JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

* BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY, JAMES U. (C) Box 1326, River
view, Fla. 33569

+BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED & GRACE). (C) c/o NPH*

BETTCHER, ROY A. (Retired) 3212 4th Ave, Chattanooga, Tenn.
37407

BEYER, HENRY T. (C) 103 Johnstons Rd, Pearl River, La. 70452

*BIERCE, JACK. (C) Box C, Vail, Colo. 81657

BISSELL, DALE & BEVERLY. (R) 3601 S. R 703 E #65, Celma.
Ohio 45822 (full time)

+BLUE, DAVID—ETC. (C) Box 60567, Nashville, Tenn. 37211

BOGGS, W. E. (Retired) 11323 Cactus Ln.. Dallas, Te*. 75238

*BOHI, JAMES T. (C) 409 Lindenwood. Olathe, Kans 66061

*BOHI, R W. (C) 4310 N. Ashury, Apt. N, Bethany, Okla. 73008

+BOND, GARY C. (C) Box 157, Orland Park. Ill. 60462

BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C) 2652 Greenleaf Dr., West Covina, Calif.
91792

+BOWERS, CHARLES H. (C) P.O Box 461, Glendale, Ariz. 85311

BOWMAN, RUSSELL. (Retired) 1695 Audrey Rd, Columbus, Ohio
43224

+BRAND, W. H. (Retired) P.O. Box 332, Fort Wayne, Ind. 46801

BRAUN, GENE. (C) 4326 N. Rt. 560, Urbana. Ohio 43078

BROOKS, STANLEY E. JR. (C) Rte. 1. Bo* 245, Westmoreland.
N.H. 03467

BROWN, CURTIS R. (C) 140 Robinson St., Reading. Pa. 19601

BROWN, ELBERT. (C) Rte. 2, Hillsboro, Tenn. 37342

BROWN, J. RUSSELL. (C) 1306 E. Jefferson, Boise, Ida. 83702

*BROWN, LINDA K. (C) 201 Dellwood Dr., Fairborn, Ohio 45324

*BROWN, ROGER N. (C) Bo* 724, Kankakee, IIl. 60901

#BUCKLES-BURKE EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (R) 6104 S. Gotham Dr.
South Bend, Ind 46614

BUGHMAN, HAROLD M. (C) Country Ct, Box 21, Byesville, Ohio
43723

BUONGIORNO, D. J. (R) 4119 Goldenrod Dr.. Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80907 (full-time)

+ BURKHAMMER, SINGING FAMILY. (R) P.O. Box 165, Monaca, Pa.
15061 (full-time)

BURTON, CLAUD L. (C) 9571 Castlefield, Dallas, Tex. 75227

BUTCHER, TONY H. (C) 4057 S. Delaware, Springfield, Mo. 65804

CANEN, DAVID. (C) c/lo NPH*

CANIFF, JAMES B. (C) Box 304, Shirley. Ind. 47384
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(C) Commissioned (R) Registered

+ Preacher & Song Evangelist

Herald of

*CAUDILL, STEVE & SUE. (C) 2339 Peale Dr., Saginaw. Mich.
48602

CAYTON, JOHN. (C) Box 675, Middleboro, Mass. 02346

¢CHAMBERLAIN, DOROTHY & EDWARD. (C) R.D. 1. Carmichaels,
Pa. 15320

+CHAPMAN, W. EMERSON & LOIS. (C) Rte. 1, Box 115a, Milton-
vale, Kans. 67466

CLARK, GENE. (C) 104 Waddell St., Findlay, Ohio 45840

CLARK, HAROLD L. (C) c/o Gen. Del., Grover Hill, Ohio 45849

CLIFT, NORVIE 0. (C) 4929 Gardena Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92110

+CLIFTON, DICK & BEVERLY. (R) R 4, 341 Second St., Cadiz, Ky.
42211 (full-time)

¢CLINE, JERRY & MADY. (C) 1229 W. Mead Ave, Bowling Green,
Ky. 42101

COBB, BILL & TERRI. (C) P.O Box 75512, Oklahoma City. Okla.
73107

COCHRAN, EUGENE W. (C) 6728 McCorckle Ave., St. Albans, W.Va
25177

#CONE, ANDREW F. (C) 1032 Danby Rd, Ithaca. N Y. 14850

CONWAY, L. W. (Retired) 750 Michigan Ave. K-9, Washington, Pa.
15301

+COOK, LEON G. t MARIE. (C) c/o NPH*

COOK, RALPH. (Retired) 6355 N. Oak, Temple City, Calif. 91780

CORBETT, C. T. (Retired) 459 N. Forest, Bradley, IIl. 60915

COX, CURTIS B. (C) 2123 Memorial Dr., Alexandria, La. 71301

CRABTREE, J. C. (C) 3436 Cambridge, Springfield, Ohio 45503

CRANDALL, V. E. & MRS. (C) Indian Lake Nazarene Camp, Rte. 2.
Box 7, Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

+CRANE, BILLY D. (C) Rte. 2, Box 186, Walker, W.Va. 26180

CREWS, H. F. & MRS. (Retired) Bo* 18302, Dallas, Tex. 75218

CRUTCHER, ESTELLE. (Retired) 1466 E. Mountain, Pasadena.
Calif. 91104

CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C) N.E. 8th PI, Hermiston, Ore. 97838

DAMERON, GARY. (C) 9051 Grand, Kansas City, Mo. 64114

DARNELL, H. E. (C) P.O. Box 929, Vivian, La. 71082

+DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C) 541 Gibson, Fremont, Ohio 43420

DAVIS, HAROLD. (C) P.O. Box 1066, Grafton, Va. 23692

DAVIS, LEO C. (Retired) 403 N. St, Bedford, Ind. 47421

DAWS, LEONARD. (R) 403 Waterveliet Ave, Dayton, Ohio 45420

DEAL, JAMES 0. (C) 1304 Jewell Ave, Lakeland, Fla. 33801

*DeFRANK, JOSEPH. (C) Box 342, Barberton, Ohio 44203

*DELL, JIMMY. (R) 4026 E Flower St., Phoenix, Ariz. 85018
(full-time)

DeLONG, R. V. (Retired) 5932 48th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, Fla.
33709

#DENNIS, DARRELL & BETTY. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

*DEWARE. STANLEY. (R) 4300 Crossen Dr, Orlando, Fla. 32807
(full-time)

DISHON, MELVIN. (C) Rte. 15, Bowling Green, Ky. 42101

DITTMER, JOHN A (C) 1144 N. Stephens, Springfield, IIl. 62702

+DIXON, GEORGE & CHARLOTTE. (C) Evangelists and Singers, c/o
NPH*

DOSS, J. W. (C) Rte. 7, Box 370, Crossville, Tenn. 38555

DUNCAN, PAT. (C) 543 Stockton Hts. Dr, Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

*DUNMIRE, RALPH | JOANN. (C) 202 Garwood Dr, Nashville.
Tenn. 37211

DUNN, DON. (C) 1874 Penthley Ave, Akron, Ohio 44312

DURHAM, L. P. (JACK) (C) 305 Parkview Dr, Arlington, Tex. 76010

+DUTTON, BARRY & TAVIA. (R) 1925 Willow Dr, Olathe, Kans
66061 (full-time)

EASTMAN, H. T. (Retired) 5102 Gailey Rd, Sp. 317A, Colorado
Springs, Colo. 80915

*Song Evangelist

*Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141



*EDWARDS, LOU. (C) 3429 Misty Creek, Erlanger, Ky. 41018

EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R) Box 9352, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80932
(full-time)

ELLINGSON, R. LEE (C) Box 33067, Indianapolis, Ind. 46203

ELLIS, HARLON. (C) 1220 Bluebird Dr., Longview, Tex. 75601

ELLWANGER, C. WILLIAM. (C) 2020 W. 81st, leawood, Kans. 66206

EMSLEY, ROBERT. (C) Bible Expositor, c/o NPH*

ERICKSON, A. WILLIAM. (C) 110 Kitty Hawk Dr., Danville, Va.
24541

ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R) 2811 Grosse Point, Columbus, Ohio 34227
(full-time)

*EVERETH, LEE. (C) 300 Aurora St., Marietta, Ohio 45750

EVERMAN, WAYNE. (R) Box 66-C, Stanton, Ky. 40380 (full-time)

FELTER, JASON H. (C) c/o NPH*

¢FILES, GLORIA; & ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C) 2031 Freeman Ave.,
Bellmore, N Y. 11710

FINE, LARRY. (R) 1428 Sheridan, Olathe, Kans. 66061 (full-

time)

FINKBEINER, A. J. (C) 84 B. Street, Campbell, Calif. 95008

#FISHER, WILLIAM. (C) c/o NPH*

FLORENCE, ERNEST E. (C) 1021 Elm St., Ripley. Ohio 45167

FIORES, 1EO 0. (R) P.O. Box 5964, lubbock, Tex. 79417 (full-time)

FLOWERS, MARQUIS J. (C) 505 N. Walnut, Newkirk, Okla. 74647

FORD, NORMAN K. (C) R. 2, Clymer, Pa. 15728

+FORD, JAMES & RUTH. (C) Children's Workers, 1605 Laura St.,
Clearwater, Fla. 33515

FORTNER, ROBERT E. (C) Box 322, Carmi, IIl. 62821

FRASER, DAVID. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

FREEMAN, MARY ANN. (C) Box 44, Ellisville, Ill. 61431

FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C) Rte. 1, Geff, Ill. 62842

*GAGNON, W. DAVID. (R) 209 Greystone Ln, Rochester, NY.
14618 (full-time)

GARDNER, GEORGE. (C) Box 9, Olathe, Kans. 66061

*GATES, KENNETH. (C) 219 W. Hendricks, No. 7, Shelbyville, Ind.
46176

GAUT, ROBERT. (C) 1325 S. Cedar, Ottawa, Kans. 66067

GAWTHORP, WAYLAND & JOAN. (C) Box 115, Mt Erie, Ill. 62446

*GILLESPIE, SHERMAN & ELSIE. (R) 203 E. Highland, Muncie,
Ind. 47303 (full-time)

GILMORE. PAUL S. (Retired) 738 Buffalo St., Jamestown, NY.
14701

#GLAZE, HAROLD & MARILYN. (R) P.O. Box A, Calamine, Ark.
72418

*GLENDENNING, PAUL & BOBBIE. (C) 700 E Broadway, Fairfield,
la. 52556

GOLAY, GEORGE H. (C) 6528 N. Beale. Milwaukee, Wis. 53224

GOODEN, BILL. (R) 1511 S. 11th, Lamar, Colo. 81052 (full-time)

GOODMAN, WILLIAM. (C) R 3, Box 269, Bemidji, Minn. 56601

*GORMANS, THE SINGING (CHARLES & ANN). (C) 11505 Preston
Hwy., Lot 67, Louisville, Ky. 40229

GRAHAM, JIM D, (C) Box 411, Forestburg, Tex. 76239

GRAVVAT, HAROLD F. (C) 812 N. 9th, Lot 26, Mattoon, IIl. 61938

GRAY, JOSEPH & RUTH. (Retired) 2015 62nd St. Lubbock, Tex.
79412

*GREEN, JAMES & ROSEMARY. (C) Box 385, Canton, Ill. 61520

GRIMES, BILLY. (R) Rte. 2, Jacksonville, Tex. 75766 (full-time)

GRIMM, GEORGE J. (C) 820 Wells St., Sistersville, W.Va. 26175

GRINDLEY, R. E. (C) 4754 McFadden Rd., Columbus. Ohio 43229

*GRINDLEYS, THE SINGING (GERALD & JANICE). (C) 539 E
Mason St., Owosso, Mich. 48867

GUY, MARION 0. (C) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee, Okla. 74401

+HAINES, GARY. (R) 246 Tanna Ct, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80916
(full time)

HALL, CARL N. (C) c/o NPH

+HALL, DAVID & BETTY. (C) c/o NPH

HAMILTON, JAMES A. (Retired) 907 Cowan Ave., Conroe, Tex. 77301

HAMILTON, MARK. (C) 1305 St. Clair, Vincennes. Ind 47591

HANCE, RAY. (C) 7432 N.W. 28th St., Bethany. Okla. 73008

HANCOCK, BOYD. (C) c/o NPH

+ HAPPINESS SINGERS. (C) c/o NPH*

HARLEY, C. H. (C) Burbank. Ohio 44214

HARRISON, ROBERT V. (C) 3202 Benbrook Dr., Austin, Tex. 78758

HARROLD, JOHN W. (C) 409 14th St., Rochelle, IIl. 61068

HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C) c/o NPH*

HAYES, CECIL G. (C) RD. 2, Howard, Ohio 43028

#HEASLEY, J. E. & FERN. (C) 6611 N.W. 29th St., Bethany, Okla.
73008

HECKER FAMILY. (R) Family Evangelists, Box J, Allentown, Pa
18105

HEGSTROM, H. E. (C) c/o NPH*

HENDERSON, DONALD. (C) 825 S. Wymore, Apt. 46 C, Altamonte
Springs, Fla. 32701

HESS, BILL. (R) 601 N. Broadway, Cleveland, Okla. 74020 (full-
time)

HICKS, JOHN D. (C) Canadian Nazarene College, 1301 Lee Blvd.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2P7

HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C) 642 Vaky St.. Corpus Christi. Tex. 78404

HOLCOMB, T. E. (Retired) 9226 Monterrey, Houston, Tex. 77028

HOLLEY, C. D. (C) Rte. 2, Indian Lake Rd., Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

HOLLOWAY, WARREN 0. (C) 445 W. Lincoln Way. Lisbon, Ohio
44432

HOOTS, BOB. (C) 309 Adair St., Columbia, Ky. 42728

*HOPKINS, BOB & LINDA. (C) Rte. 2, Box 719. Indianapolis, Ind.
46231

HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C) P.O. Box 816, Durant, Okla.
74701

HUBARTT, LEONARD. (C) 1155 Henry St.. Huntington. Ind. 46750

HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (R) 732 Drummond Ct, Columbus, Ohio
43214 (full-time)

ICE, CHARLES & BETTY. (C) Box 1851, Ada, Okla. 74820

IDE, CHARLES D. (Retired) 1796 52nd St. S.E., Grand Rapids.
Mich. 49508

+IDE, GEORGE FAMILY. (R) 1405 E. Hatch, Sturgis, Mich. 49091
(full-time)

INGLAND, WILMA JEAN. (C) 322 Meadow Ave.. Charleroi, Pa. 15022

+IRWIN, ED. (C) 7459 Davis Mill Cr, Harrison, Tenn. 37341

ISENBERG, DON. (C) Chalk Artist 8 Evangelist, 610 Deseret,
Friendswood, Tex. 77546

JACKSON, PAUL 4 TRISH. (R) Box 739. Meade, Kans. 67864
(full-time)

+JACKSON SINGERS, CHUCK. (C) Box 17177, Nashville, Tenn.
37217

JAGGER, KENNETH. (C) 1025 Delaware, No. 4, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80909

JAMES, R. ODIS. (C) 353 Winter Dr., St. James, Mo. 65559

#JANTZ, CALVIN & MARJORIE. (C) c/o NPH*

JAYMES, RICHARD W. (C) 321 E High Ave., Bellefontaine, Ohio
43311

JEFFERIES, A. G. (Retired) 350 Pearl St., Apt. 306, Eugene, Ore.
97401

JETER, H. I. (C) 2345 Johnstown, Florissant, Mo. 63033

«JEWETT, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) Rte. 4, Box 265, West Monroe,
La. 71291

JOHNSON, EDWARD I. (R) Rte. 1, Clearwater, Minn. 55320 (full-
time)

*JOHNSON, RON. (C) 3208 Eighth St. E., Lewiston, Ida. 83501

JONES, CLAUDE W. (C) Rte. 4. Box 42, Bel Air, Md. 21014

JONES, FRED D. (R) 804 Elissa Dr., Nashville Tenn. 37217 (full-
time)

KEALIHER, DAVID. (C) 316 Dufur, Nampa, Ida. 83651

KELLY, R. B. (Retired) 4706 N. Donald, Bethany, Okla. 73008 (full
time)

KEMPER, MARION W. & MRS. (Retired) 2910 Harris St., Eugene,
Ore. 97405

KENNEDY, GORDON L. (C) P.O. Box 52, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431

KESLER, JAMES. (R) Box 191, West Lebanon, Ind. 47991 (full-time)

KLEVEN, ORVILLE H. (Retired) 1241 Knollwood Rd.. 46K. Seal
Beach, Calif. 90740

KOHR, CHARLES A. (C) R.D. 2, Box 298, Brookville, Pa. 15825

*¢KRATZ, ELDON & KAY. (R) 814 Grant Terr., Olathe, Kans. 66061
(full-time)

LAING, GERALD D. (C) 2417-2 E Jolly Rd., Lansing, Mich. 48910

LAMAR, CLINTON. (C) Rte. 1, Maquoketa, la. 52060

LANIER, JOHN H. (C) West Poplar St., Junction City, Ohio 43748

LASSELL, RAY. (C) R. 2, Box 55, Brownsburg, Ind. 46112

¢LAW, DICK « LUCILLE. (C) Box 481. Bethany, Okla. 73008

+ LAWHORN FAMILY, MILES. (R) P.O. Box 17008, Nashville, Tenn
73217 (full-time)

+ LAXSON, WALLY T GINGER. (C) Rte. 3, Athens. Ala. 35611

+ LECKRONE, LARRY D. (C) 1308 Highgrove, Grandview, Mo. 64030
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4LEICHTY SINGERS. (C) Rte. 1, Hicksville, Ohio 43525

LEMASTER, BENIAMIN D. (C) Box 1868, Fresno, Calif, 97318

LEONARD, JAMES C. & FLORICE, (Retired) 150 Valley View Dr.,
Johnstown. Ohio 43031

LESTER, FRED R. (C) 328 Meadowbrook Lane, Olathe, Kans. 66061

LIDDELL, P. L. (C) 3530 W. Allen Rd, Howell, Mich. 48843

LIGHTNER, JOE. (C) 4335 Raven PI., Springfield. Mo. 65804

4LINDER, LLOYD P. (C) 1018 Cedar St., Elkhart, Ind. 46514

LINEMAN, HAZEL FRALEY. (C) 10 S. Third St., Bradford. Pa. 16701

#LOMAN, LANE & JANET. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

LONG, WILMER A. (R) R.D. #2, New Florence, Pa. 15944 (full-time)

LOWN, A. J. (C) c/lo NPH*

*LUSH, RON & MYRTLEBEL. (C) c/o NPH*

LYNCH, DON. (R) 5020 E Southport Terr.. Indianapolis, Ind. 46227
(full-time)

LYONS, JAMES H. (C) 1011 W. Shaw Ct, No. 1, Whitewater, Wis.
53190

MacALLEN, LAWRENCE J. & MARY. (C) Artist & Evangelist, 41808
W. Rambler Ave., Elyria, Ohio 44035

MADISON, G. H. (Retired) 508 Shelby Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37206

MANLEY, STEPHEN. (C) 1778 S. 350 E, Marion, Ind. 40952

MANNING, C. M. (C) Box N. Maysville. Ky. 41056

MARLIN, BEN F. (C) P.O. Box 6131, Hollywood, Fla. 33021

MARTIN, PAUL. (C) c/lo NPH*

MARTIN, VERN W. (C) Rte. 1, Caldwell, Ida. 83605

MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C) Box 103, Alton, Tex. 79220

*McABEE, JAMES. (R) 410 Freeman Ave., Seymour, Ind. 47274

McCLURE, DARL. (C) Rte. 3, Box 500. Kenwood Plaza. Byron, Ohio
43506

MCDONALD, CHARLIE. (C) Rte. 1, Box 308, Dale, Tex. 78616

McDONALD, G. RAY. (R) 321 Curran, Brookhaven, Miss. 39601
(full-time)

McKINNEY, ROY T. (C) 2319 Wakulla Way, Orlando, Fla. 32809

*McNUTT, PAUL. (C) 215 W. 68th Terr., Kansas City, Mo. 64113

McWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C) c/o NPH*

MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C) 5713 S. Shartel, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73109

MELVIN, DOLORES. (C) Rte. 1, Greenup, Ky. 41144

+ MEREDITH, DWIGHT & NORMA JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

MERRELL, RICHARD L. (R) Box 20286, Minneapolis, Minn. 55431
(full-time)

#MERRITT, HERBERT i MRS. (C) 7401 Belinder, Prairie Village,
Kans. 66208

MEYER, VIRGIL G. (Retired) 3112 Willow Oaks Dr., Fort Wayne, Ind.
46807

+MICKEY, BOB, IDA MAE, & MARCELLA. (C) Box 1435, Lamar,
Colo. 81052

MILLER, MEL. (C) Bible Expositor, 111 Peterson PI., Longview,
Tex. 75601

*MILLER, RUTH E. (C) 111 W. 45th St., Reading, Pa. 19606

MILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C) c/o NPH*

MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C) 2517 N. 12th St, Terre Haute, Ind.
47804

MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C) 101 Bryant Lake Rd, Nitro, W.Va. 25143

MOULTON, M. KIMBER. (Retired) 19562 Winward Ln, Huntington
Beach, Calif. 92646

*MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C) 67 Wilstead, Newmarket, Ont., Canada

#MYERS, HAROLD * MRS. (C) 575 Ferris, N.W., Grand Rapids.
Mich. 49504

*NEFF, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) 625 N. Water St., Owosso, Mich.
48867

#NELSON, CHARLES ED. (C) Box 241, Rogers, Ark, 72756

NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C) c/o NPH*

NICHOLAS, CLAUDE. (C) 3394 Hammerburg Rd., Flint. Mich.
48507 (full-time)

NORTON, JOE. (Retired) Box 143, Hamlin, Tex. 79520

ORIHOOD, DALE M. (C) 2936 Leesburg Rd., S.W., Washington Court
House, Ohio 43160

OVERTON, WM. D. (C) Family Evangelist & Chalk Artist, 798 Lake
Ave., Woodbury Heights, N.J. 08097

PALMER, JAMES. (C) 639 S. Home Ave, Martinsville, Ind. 46151

* PARR, PAUL G, & THE SONGMASTERS. (C) Rte. 1, Box 167A,
Whitetown, Ind. 46075

+PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A. A. (C) c/o NPH*

PECK, JOHN. (R) Box 695, Colorado Springs. Colo. 80901 (full-
time)
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PECK, W. A. (C) Rte. 2, Box 65A, Malden, Mo. 63863

¢PEMBLE, AL, FAMILY TEAM. (R) Box 605, Sidney, Mont. 59270
(full-time)

PERDUE, NELSON. (C) 3732 E. Rte. 245, Cable, Ohio 43009

PHILLIPS, GENE E. (C) 800 E Quincy Rd. Rte. 2, Griggsville, III.
62340

#PICKERINGS, R. E. (R) P.O. Box 20572, Orlando, Fla. 32814 (full-
time)

PITTENGER, TWYLA. (C) 413 N. Bowman St., Mansfield, Ohio 44903

*PITTS, PAUL. (C) 2213 Knoll Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45431

+PIERCE, BOYCE & CATHERINE. (C) Rte. 4. Danville, Ill. 61832

+PORTER, JOHN * PATSY. (C) c/o NPH*

POTTER, LYLE & LOIS. (Retired) 14362 Bushard St., Sp. No. 133,
Westminster, Calif. 92683

POTTS, TROY C. (Retired) 2952 Cameo, Dallas, Tex. 75234

¢POWELL, CURTICE L. (C) 2010 London Dr., Mansfield, Ohio
44905

POWELL, EARL, (R) 1800 Memorial Dr., Clarksville, Tenn. 37040
(full-time)

+POWELL, FRANK. (C) Rte. 4, Oskaloosa, la. 52577

*QUALLS, PAUL M. (-C) 5441 Lake Jessamine Dr., Orlando. Fla.
32809

+RAKER, W. C. & MARY. (C) Box 106. Lewistown, Ill. 61542

RAYCROFT, R. N. (C) c/o NPH*

REED, DOROTHY. (C) P.O. Box 32, Danville, Ill. 61832

REEDY, J. C. (C) 449 Bresee Ave., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

RHAME, JOHN D. (R) 1712 Good Hope, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 63701
(full-time)

*RICHARDS, LARRY & PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R) 2479 Madison
Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 46203

RIDEN, K. R. (C) c/o NPH

ROACH, DOUGLAS F. (C) 304 Tanglewood Dr., Yukon, Ohio 73099

ROBERTSON, JAMES H. (C) 2014 Green Apple Ln, Arlington, Tex.
76014

+ROBISON, ROBERT & WIFE. (C) Heaters, W.Va. 26627

RODGERS, CLYDE B. (R) 505 Lester Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37210
(full-time)

ROTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (R) 2108 Alexander Ln, Bethany, Okla.
73008

RUSHING, KEN & EDNA. (R) 3621 N.W. 97th St, Miami, Fla.
33147 (full-time)

RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C) Rte. 1, Lynchburg, Tenn. 37352

RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN. (R) Box 204, La Vergne, Tenn. 37086
(full-time)

SANDERS, E. H. (C) 401 S. Oak St., Sapulpa, Okla. 74066

SANDERS, RUFUS J. (C) 311 N. Third Ave., Saginaw, Mich. 48607

©

SCHLANG, NEIL. (C) 701 Neighborhood Rd. Chattanooga, Tenn.
37421

SCHMELZENBACH, ELMER. (C) 1416 Mary, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73127

SCHOONOVER, MODIE. (C) 1508 Glenview, Adrian, Mich. 49221

SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (C) 8642 Cherry Ln, Alta Loma, Calif. 91701

SCOTT, CHARLES. (R) 1206 Tower Dr., Rte. 1, Box 424, Boonville,
Ind. 47601

#SERROTT, CLYDE. (C) Evangelist & Children's Worker, 558 W.
Melrose Cir., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 33312

SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) & GARNETT. (C) 1116 Highland Ave.,
Ashland, Ky. 41101

+SEYMORE, PAUL W. (C) Box 94, Pittsburg, Ill. 62974

¢SHARP, CHARLES & FAMILY. (C) Rte. 2, Box 216-0, Vicksburg,
Mich. 49097

SHARPLES, J. J. & MRS. (R) 41 James Ave., Yorkton. Saskatchewan,
Canada (full-time)

SHEA, ALBERT J. (C) 288 Shaborn Ln, St. Marys, Ohio 45885

4SHOMO, PHIL & MIRIAM. (C) 517 Pershing Dr., Anderson, Ind.
46011

SHUMAKE, C. E. (C) P.O. Box 1083, Hendersonville, Tenn. 37075

SISK, IVAN. (C) 4327 Moraga Ave., San Oiego, Calif. 92117

*SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C) 424 Lincoln St., Rising Sun, Ind. 47040

#SLATER, GLENN & VERA. (C) 320 S. 22nd St., Independence,
Kans. 67301

SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS. (C) Box 937. Bethany. Okla. 73008

+SMITH, DUANE. (C) c/o NPH*

SMITH, FLOYD P. (C) 256 Oakhurst In., Arcadia. Calif. 91006

SMITH, HAROLD L. (C) 3711 Germania Rd., Snover, Mich. 48472



+SMITH, OTTIS E, JR., & MARGUERITE. (C) 60 Grant St., Tidioute.
Pa. 16351

SMITH, R. A. (C) Box 42, Wadsworth, Ohio 44281

#SMITHS, SINGING. (C) 612 4th Ave. N, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577

SNELL, DALE E. (R) 814 Paradise Ln., Colorado Springs, Colo.
80904 (full-time)

SNOW, DONALD E. (C) 58 Baylis, S.W., Grand Rapids, Mich. 49507

#SPARKS, ASA & MRS. (C) 91 Lester Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37210

SPROWLS, EARL L. (C) c/o NPH*

STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C) Box 11, Bethany, Okla. 73008

STARNES, SAM L. (C) 448 S. Prairie, Bradley, IIl. 60915

STEELE, J. J. (Retired) 1020 W. Stanford, Springfield, Mo. 65807

STEPHENS, KEN. (R) P.O. Box 24537, Dallas, Tex. 75224 (full-

time)

STEWART, PAUL J. (C) Box 90 Jasper, Ala. 35501

#STOCKER, W. G. (C) 1421 14th Ave, N.W., Rochester, Minn.
55901

*STONE GOSPEL SINGING FAMILY. (R) 3655 El Morro Rd., Lot 127,
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80910

STREET, DAVID. (C) Rte. 1, Ramsey, Ind. 47166

STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C) 4723 Cullen Ave., Springfield, Ohio
45503

STUBBS, LLOYD A. (C) Rte. 3, Waverly, Ohio 45690

SWANSON, ROBERT L. (C) 1102 Greenwood Dr., Yukon, Okla.
73099

*SWEENEY, ROGER & EULETA. (C) Rte. 2, Box 106, Sharon Grove,
Ky. 42280

TALBERT, GEORGE H, (Retired) 409 N.E. 13th St., Abilene, Kans.
67410

TAYLOR, CLIFF. (R) Family Evangelist, 2469 Sacramento Dr.,
Redding, Calif. 96001

TAYLOR, JOHN D. (C) 205 N. Limit, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80905

TAYLOR, ROBERT W. (C) 4501 Croftshire Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45440

#TEASDALE, ELLIS & RUTH. (Retired) 58333 Ironwood Dr.. Elkhart,
Ind. 46514

THOMAS, J. MELTON. (C) c/o NPH*

THOMAS, W. FRED. (Retired) 521 Ideal St., Milan, Mich. 48160

THOMPSON, GENEVIEVE. (C) Prophecy, Craig, Mo. 64437

#THORNTON, RON L. (R) Rte. 3, Box 301, Colona, Ill. 61241 (full-
time)

TOEPFER, PAUL. (C) Box 146, Petersburg, Tex. 79250

TOSTI, TONY. (Retired) 8001 N.E. 89th Ave.. Vancouver, Wash.
98662

STEWARDSHIP op
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TRIPP, HOWARD. (C) c/o NPH*

#TUCKER, BILL & JEANETTE. (C) P.O. Box 3204, La Vale. Md.
21502

TUCKER, RALPH. (C) c/o NPH*

#TURNOCK, JIM & D. J. (R) c/o NPH* (full-time)

VANDERPOOL, WILFORD N. (C) 11424 N. 37th PI., Phoenix, Ariz.
85028

VANSICKLE, EARL A. (C) 628 Maryvue Dr., Maryville. Mo. 64468

VARIAN, W. E. (C) 5423 Hicks Corner, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49002

WADE, E. BRUCE. (C) 3029 Sharpview Ln., Oallas, Tex. 75228

+WALKER, LAWRENCE C. AND LAVONA. (C) c/o NPH*

+WARD, LLOYD & GERTRUDE. (C) Preacher & Chalk Artist, 1001
Averly St., Fort Myers, Fla. 33901

*WELCH, JONATHAN & ILONA. (C) 601 Commercial, Danville, IIl.
61832

*WELCH, RICHARD & CLAUDIA. (C) Rio Vista Apts. No. 5, Madison,
Tenn.37115

WELCH, W. B. (C) 5328 Edith St., Charleston Heights, S.C. 29405

WELLS, KENNETH & LILY. (Retired) Box 1043, Whitefish, Mont.
59937

WEST, EDNA. (C) Carlisle St., Colorado Springs, Colo. 80907

WEST, C. EDWIN. (C) c/o NPH*

WHITED, CURTIS. (C) 307 N. Blake, Olathe, Kans. 66061

WILKINS, CHESTER. (C) 5118 Ranch Rd., Bartlesville, Okla. 74003

¢WILKINSON TRIO. (R) 2840 18th St, Columbus, Ind. 47201
(full-time)

WILLIAMS, G. W. (C) 2200 Elva Dr., Kokomo, Ind. 46901

#WILLIAMS, LAWRENCE. (C) 6715 N.W. 30th Terr., Bethany,
Okla. 73008

WILSON, ROBERT J, (C) Rte. 2, Box 139, Lexington, Ala. 35648

WISE, DAVE. (R) ¢/o NPH (full-time)

¢WISEHART, LENNY & JOY. (C) c/o NPH*

WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C) 3976 4th St., Riverside, Calif. 92501

WOOLMAN, J. L. (Retired) 1205 SW. 62nd, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73139

WRIGHT, E. G. (C) Rte. 2, Box 363, Old Lincoln Way, Orrville, Ohio
44667

WYLIE, CHARLES. (C) Box 162, Winfield, Kans. 67156

WYRICK, DENNIS. (C) 603 Reed Dr., Frankfort, Ky. 40601

*YATES, BEN J. (R) 5709 Willow Terr. Dr., Bethel Park, Pa
15102 (full-time)

When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General Secretary.

Name Date of Change
Former Address Zip
Former Church

New Address___

City . State - Zip _
Name of Church . . District _
New Position: Pastor ( ); Evang. ( ); Other.

All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be changed

from this one notification.

Check Herald of Holiness (

Other

); World Mission (

); Preacher's Magazine ( );

(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.)



Gain new insights into the personal characteristics and
genius of

JOHN
WESLE

By ALBERT C. OUTLER, one of the
outstanding living authorities on John
Wesley and professor of historical theol-
ogy at Perkins School of Theology.

Listen in on Dr. Outlets seminary lectures on Wesley ... as a preacher,
scholar-teacher, pastor, his sermons as summa theologica, his version of
the care of souls.

Your opportunity to better understand the man to whom we owe much of
our theological heritage

Album of 4 cassettes includes a 34-page Response Manual and user's
guide. TA.610 $24.95

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE e Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

Church ofthe Nazarene

guest book

Every church should have a guest book. And

this one, custom-made for Nazarene churches,

can fulfill a very vital role in making visitors feel
welcome.

Dignity and quality describes this book through-

out. Topping each page is a liturgical design and

a friendly “We Welcome You—Today You Are One

of Us” message, with space below for date, name,
address, home church. Heavy, white stock provides
a fine writing surface. Padded simulated-leather bind-
ing is gold-stamped with art lettering and Church of the Nazarene emblem. Corners are
rounded; edges quilted. 9 x 12”. Boxed.

R-1144B1 Brown (1,000 names) $11.00
R-1144R1 Red (1,000 names) $11.00

For other style GUEST BOOKS, consult our latest Master Buying
Guide. Free copy sent upon request.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



Declaration of Dependence

have enjoyed the celebration of

the Bicentennial of the United
States. | was in Canada in 1967 and
brought back souvenirs of the Cen-
tennial of my native land. Indepen-
dence is an event to celebrate for any
nation.

But | know another kind of inde-
pendence that is cause for celebra-
tion—“But now being made free
from sin, and become servants to
God, ye have your fruit unto holi-
ness” (Rom. 6:22). Christ came to
set us free and give us real indepen-
dence from the oppression and guilt
of sin.

Along with that, though, | believe
we should make an equally positive
Declaration of Dependence. The na-
tion that accepts freedom, at the
same time becomes dependent on its
new nationhood. So we Kkeep our
spiritual independence when we de-
clare our total dependence on Christ

by

Irene Coulter

General superintendent’s
wife

Church of the Nazarene

January, 1977

and maintain that new relationship
with Him.

Many benefits come to us from this
kind of dependence—all the spiritual
resources we need for happiness, ful-
fillment, and usefulness. | read in the
Amplified Bible, “1 have strength for
all things in Christ who empowers
me—I am ready for anything and
equal to anything through Him who
infuses inner strength into me” (Phil.
4:13).*

There are special resources that
pastors’ wives need:

1. A feeling ofadequacy in the face

of the high expectations of your con-
gregation and yourself.

Sometimes we create an idealistic
picture for ourselves—a model of per-
fection in every way. And if we see
we don’t measure up we feel inferior.
We are less than our best if we suffer
from an inferiority complex.

God has made you. You are his
child—with your 1 talent or 10. Don’t
underestimate what He had made.
He has high standards and wants us
to keep learning and growing. But He
has spiritual resources to make us
what He wants us to be.

You may feel inadequate because
you haven't a college education; your

*The Amplified New Testament, copyright 1958
by the Lockman Foundation, La Habra, Calif.
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knowledge of the Bible is limited; you
do not have a Christian background;
you are in a small church and have to
do things you’'ve never done before.
You can remedy these inadequacies
by reading and study.

But qualities of the spirit are what
really count. To develop Christlike
qualities should be the aim of every
sanctified pastor’'s wife. The re-
sources are available. Let's draw on
them and remember—you are what
your spirit is.

You are where you are as a child of
God because God has put you there.
You will not likely ever please every-
one in the congregation. But you'll
find peace of mind as you seek to
please Him who is able to make you
adequate for every situation.

2. A pastor's wife needs a lot of
love.

Your life is involved with people.
You will “click” with some immedi-
ately and they’ll be easy to love.
Others may have personalities that
clash with yours. Some will disap-
point you by not going on or growing
in Christian maturity. Some may
cast a “no” vote at recall time.

You'll need an infusion of divine
love to keep you free from resentment
or self-pity. A layman said, “All we
want is for our pastor’'s wife to love
us and let us love her.” Everyone
wants and needs to feel you are a true
and loving friend of theirs. God spe-
cializes in loving the unlovely. He
can fill your heart with His love, even
for the undeserving and unlovely.

3. A pastor’s wife needs guidance.
| believe God’s Word, and do my
best to practice its precepts. But for
the application of it to my peculiar
circumstances | need special guid-
ance. “Seek ye first the kingdom of

18

God”—yes, but should | go to that
meeting or stay at home to care for
my child? How shall | spend this
money? Should | make that hospital
call or take time for Bible study?
There are many demands. In all of
our choosing priorities we need guid-
ance, and it is ours for the asking.

Dependence involves Kkeeping in
touch. As a girl | was dependent on
my parents. When my husband and |
were married, we went to pastor a
church in California, 1,700 miles
from my home. We couldn’t afford
long distance telephone calls in those
days. | was separated from my par-
ents so | could no longer lean on them
as | had when | was at home. To re-
ceive the resources we need from God
we must keep in continuous touch
with Him. We do this as we pray and
read the Bible regularly.

My friend Evelyn, a pastor’s wife,
said: “I have found a new apprecia-
tion for the Word. People come with
problems | don’'t know the answers
to. | say, ‘Let’s look into the Word.’
We pray; then each of us goes home
to try and find the answer in the
Word. Invariably I'll find it, or the
telephone rings with the other person
saying, ‘I've found my answer in the
Word."”

We were driving through the desert
and suddenly saw a green patch of
ground. My husband said, “What a
difference water makes!” We do not
have within ourselves any fountain of
strength or happiness. But “l have
strength for all things in Christ who
empowers me—I| am ready for any-
thing and equal to anything through
Him who infuses inner strength into
me.”

What a marvelous Declaration of
Dependence.

The Preacher’s Magazine
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The Speechless Messenger

he first chapter of Luke has an
T interesting and arresting ac-
count of an expectant people, a
troubled preacher, and a day that
went by without a divine message.

It was the lot of Zacharias, the
father-to-be of John the Baptist, to
serve in the priest’'s office. While
about his duties he was accosted by
an angel with the startling news that
his wife Elisabeth was to bear a child.

Zacharias was troubled by a num-
ber of things in the incident. For one
thing, an angel did not appear to a
humble priest every day. Further-
more, the word of the angel was very
improbable. Zacharias states it terse-
ly in his question, “Whereby shall |
know this? for | am an old man and
my wife well stricken in years” (Luke
1:18). Finally, if Zacharias was read-
ing the angel rightly, the promised
son was to be exceptional. Indeed,
“And many of the children of Israel

by
J. Melton Thomas

Evangelist
Mt. Vernon, Ohio

January, 1977

shall he turn to the Lord their God”
(1:16).

The humble priest was assailed by
grave doubts. So serious was the
matter that the angel, Gabriel, had
to announce to him a personal afflic-
tion growing out of his disbelief. He
was to be dumb until the child was
born.

Meanwhile, “the people waited for
Zacharias, and marvelled that he
tarried so long in the temple” (1:21).
The marvel was heightened when he
did appear, for “when he came out,
he could not speak unto them: and
they perceived that he had seen a
vision in the temple: for he beckoned
unto them, and remained speech-
less” (1:22).

Zacharias was not the last man on
whom the people have waited for a
word from" God, and have been dis-
appointed. For even as he beckoned
and had no word, so preachers may
call people together today and have
nothing to say to them. No church
can be plagued with a greater dis-
aster than to be saddled with a
speechless messenger.

What brings a minister to such a
place as this? A place where both he
and his people know that he may be
speaking, but that he is saying noth-
ing. What makes a preacher a
speechless messenger?
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To begin with, it may be that he
was never entrusted with a message.
When the revolt against David led by
Absalom was terminated by Absa-
lom’s death, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son,
wanted very badly to run with the
news to David.

“Let me, | pray thee, also run,” he
implored Joab. To which Joab could
only reply, “Wherefore wilt thou run,
my son, seeing thou hast no tidings
ready?” (2 Sam. 18:22).

Paul stated this necessity of the
divine impelling, if one is to preach,
by a very pointed question, “How
shall they preach except they be
sent?”

Even our Lord claimed no other
preaching credential than that be-
stowed from God. He had often been
in the Nazareth Synagogue. We are
told that attendance there was His
custom. Perhaps on occasion He had
spoken. There was a day, however, in
which there was a marked difference.
He was aware of it too.

Opening the book to Isaiah, He
made a revealing observation, “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-
cause he hath anointed me to preach

to preach deliverance ... to
preach the acceptable year of the
Lord” (Luke 4:18-19).

In this day when much is being
made of methodology, there is re-
newed need for an emphasis upon
the preacher as a man of God. He
must know he has been sought out.
He must have caught the divine sig-
nal. He must feel he is indeed set
apart. He must have heard what our
fathers knew as “a call to preach.”
Otherwise he may speak, but we will
have no message.

In that scripture that Jesus cited
concerning himself, there is a second
thing indicated which will insure
against a preacher’s being a speech-
less messenger. Jesus said, “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me.”

20

First the Spirit announces; then
He anoints. He announces to us our
inclusion in the “called.” He pledges
to us anointing in the carrying out
of the call.

It is obvious from the Word of God
that a preacher needs the Holy Spirit
in a twofold way. Foundationally he
needs the Holy Spirit in the same
way that every believer does. He
needs the “beyond conversion” rela-
tionship of cleansing and infilling.
For his “Woe is me for | am undone;
because I am a man of unclean lips,”
he needs God’'s, “Lo, this hath
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity
is taken away, and thy sin purged”
(Isa. 6:5, 7). He needs the fulfillment
of John’s prophecy, “He shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost, and with
fire” (Matt. 3:11).

Beyond the foundational experi-
ence, however, the Holy Spirit relates
to the preacher in what we know as
unction, or anointing. To be a speak-
er with a message, the preacher needs
this continual more-than-himself
awareness of God’s help when he
preaches.

Again and again the story in Acts
has the speech of the individual pre-
ceded by the touch of the Spirit.
“And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began to speak”
(Acts 2:4). “And on my servants and
on my handmaidens I will pour out in
those days of my Spriit; and they
shall prophesy” (Acts 2:18). “They
were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and they spake the word of God with
boldness” (Acts 4:31). Speaking in-
deed, but speaking in the power of
the Spirit.

There is a third requirement if the
preacher’s speech is to be a message.
This has to do with things that are
very human.

J.B. Chapman used to say some-
thing like this: “If you want me to
speak for five minutes, better give me
a couple of weeks to prepare. If you
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want me to speak an hour, a week
will be enough. If you want me to
speak two hours, I'm ready to start
right now.”

Dr. Chapman’s wry remark deals
with more than one thing. One is
preparation. He was saying that a
preacher cannot give to people that
which he has not first made his own.
He was implying that if a preacher
is to be heard he must first hear.

Preparation is both general and
specific, both purposeful and un-
planned, something done at all times
and at given times. Preparation
covers the wide range of all areas of
truth, and is confined to the one area
that is applicable for the situation
at hand.

Preparation involves the whole
man. The body needs to be prepared
for the preaching act. At a particular
service time | was trying to recover
from a bout of what the doctor called
“a combination of flu and common
cold, aggravated by several viruses.”
Needless to say my preaching suf-
fered. I knew it, and | knew that my
audience knew it!

That, of course, was the exception.
Generally the preacher can go to the
pulpit with his physical powers at
their best.

He will also need to be prepared
mentally. All that he has learned in
his general preparation will be
brought to focus in that specific ser-
mon. Individual sermons can never
be prepared apart from work that has
been steadily going on. When that
has been the case, the specific ser-
mon finds its place in an overall

preaching program. Then prepara-
tion is done on it so that it seems to
stand alone, a product created as an
entity in itself.

One other important area is spiri-
tual preparation. No preacher can so
speak as to persuade people that
“Thus saith the Lord,” unless he has
spent time in the presence of the
Lord. The concept is old, but it is not
trite: a preacher who would have a
message from God must be a man of
prayer. He must know the meaning of
such words as burden for souls, con-
cern for the lost, tears preceeding
triumph.

The costume of the ancient He-
brew priest contained two items
which are very interesting in this re-
gard. One was a set of two sontes,
the names of six of the tribes being
engraved on each. Of these it was
said, “Aaron shall bear their names
before the Lord upon his two shoul-
ders for a memorial” (Exod. 28:12).

The other interesting part of the
costume was the breastplate. On this
were four rows of three stones each,
and on each of the stones was again
engraved the names of the 12 repre-
sentative children of Israel. Of this
item it was recorded, “And Aaron
shall bear the names of the children
of Israel . . .upon his heart.. . before
the Lord continually” (Exod. 28:29)

In like manner today’s preacher,
if he is to be God’s messenger, pre-
pares himself to carry upon his shoul-
ders and upon his heart the cares and
the concerns, the needs and the
burdens of those people whom he is
privileged to serve.

People say that we must adopt the language and culture of the
day to be relevant to today. That is a mistake. If the church mar-
ries itself to the spirit of the times, it will be a widow in the next

generation.

January, 1977

E. Stanley Jones
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Ideas that work—

A Financial Plan for
Budgetary Benevolences

By Mark R. Moore*

The Problem: There has always been a
great financial demand on the growing,
serving church. Today with inflation
eroding the dollar, the extra opportu-
nities for Kingdom investments, and the
many special ministries, we must search
for a better method of performing our
ministry of financial stewardship.

Some Facts for Observations:

1. With few exceptions, the average
local church spends 80 percent of its in-
come on local items (salaries, buildings,
debt-retirement, operations, etc.) and 20
percent on various benevolences for
others.

2. Often pastors and church boards are
forced to make a choice of payments on
some items as against others, thus indivi-
dual priorities take precedence over press-
ing needs.

3. The lack of a systematic church
financial plan opens the door for frag-
mented financing of the toal church
program, and often places various inter-
ests in a competitive position for funds.

D eveloping an Adequate Financial
Program:

1. We believe in and teach that the
biblical method of financing a church is
by tithes and offerings.

2. It is estimated by various studies
that if all church members paid tithes,
the needs for extra offerings to meet reg-
ular obligations would not be so great.

3. A pastor must begin with his church
where it is today—in its financial income,
demands on it, its philosophy of steward-
ship, its past habits of operation—then
lead the church to where it should be to
fulfill its commitment.

4. Two important steps in developing
an adequate financial plan are:

a. Make an analysis of all giving

~President, Trevecca Nazarene College, Nashville
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and spending. Be sure each item is nec-
essary.

b. Work with God by believing and

obeying His Word. This is so simple that
many of us overlook it. We often fail to
practice faith and obedience. God’'s Word
says:

“ Seek ye first the kingdom of

God ...”
“Give and it shall be given unto
you.”
“It is more blessed to give than to
receive.”
We seem to feel that this applies
only to the individual, and not the

church. But many churches in dire need
have analyzed their problems and de-
liberately put others first in their finan-
cial stewardship. God rewarded, and
their own needs were generously met.

Once a pastor and/or church board
decides to put others first, they should
adopt a plan to carry out the objective.

5. There are many plans. The local
stewardship committee or the pastor may
have had success with one in the past.
There is a plan which could be called
“The Annual Offering for Others.”

Annual Offering for Others
The purpose of this system is to in-
clude all benevolences under one offering
and endeavor to pay these benevolences
outside the regular tithes. In the event
the goal is not reached, the balance can
be taken from the regular tithes.

M ethod of Beginning:

1. The pastor and church board should
work together in planning, praying, and
pledging.

2. Take the total amount raised for the
past year. Generally the total budget
ministries (all benevolences outside local
expenses) will equal 20 percent of the
total monies raised.

Example: A church raises $50,000 per
year. The total budget ministries—others
—is generally $10,000.

3. The details of the plan and proce-
dure should be outlined and communi-
cated to all members and friends of the
church over several Sundays. Be sure the
needs and procedures are clearly ex-
plained.

The pastor should preach about Others
First: How God honors His Word, big-
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ness, generosity, and illustrate from the
Bible and life what God has done with
and for those who put others ahead of
self.

4. Use as a theme the Annual Offering
for Others or something such as Seed
Faith; God First, Others Second, and
Self Last; Give and Live: Unified Budget
Inspirational Giving is the key. There is
joy in sharing. People are the object of
our giving.

5. Challenge the people to make a
pledge including what they normally give
in Thanksgiving and Easter for world
evangelism, Pensions and Benevolences,
God’s other ministers, plus what they will
do for Home Missions—which is neigh-
bor evangelism; plus the college—which
is youth preparation; plus the district
center—which is boy/girl evangelism and
training; plus District Budget—which is
administrative support, etc. Many will
pay their pledge on a weekly basis.
Others will pay the Thanksgiving and
Easter offerings at these times and pay
the balance on weekly or monthly
pledges. But let them, by faith, make a
pledge and pay it as God rewards their
faith.

Results:

1. Most churches have many offerings.
The pastor has to spend much time
raising each. With the Annual Offering
for Others, he will reduce the number of
offerings, and his time emphasizing
them.

2. Churches using the Annual Offering
for Others have found they have more
money for the local needs. Why? If a
church board endeavors to make the 100
percent income pay the 80 percent local
and 20 percent Others, they often fall
short. But if the annual pledge for others
is taken, then most if not all of the 100
percent income can be used for local.
Interestingly, those churches using the
Annual Offering for Others also have
more for world evangelism.

3. When a church and its members be-
gin to put others first, God begins to
bless them.

4. God's Word IS true. “It is more
blessed to give than to receive,” and
when a churCh gives to others, God in
response gives to them.

January, 1977

Parable of the
Automobile Tire

Said the tire, “1 do not like the idea of
spending my life under constant pres-
sure. | believe | will do something about
it.”

It was just a small nail. One would
hardly notice it, but by picking it up,
the tire felt a release from some of the
pressure. “Now that is much better,”
said the tire. Soon, however, the tread
became uneven. The sidewalls began to
break down. Then one morning when the
driver was getting a late start to work,
the tire was flat—totally failing the one it
was to serve. All the result of trying to
operate without pressure.

Yes, too much pressure may cause the
tire to bounce on the rough spots. It
may ride hard on the freeway. Yet the
fact is that the tire lasts longer with too
much pressure than too little.

In the pursuits of life, how do we
maintain the correct pressure? We need
the help of a Specialist. We find this
One in our Lord and Master.

Jesus came to a world of many pres-
sures. The children of men staggered
under heavy burdens. Jesus invited all to
bring these to Him with the promise of
rest (Matt. 11:28).

Peter, who labored under varied pres-
sures, found that Jesus did bring release.
In the light of this, he suggested to his
fellow laborers: “Casting all your care
upon him; for he careth for you” (1 Pet.
5:7).

Yes, pressures are a part of life. But
even so, we have a sufficiency in Christ
that brings sweet release and also an
assurance of constant victory in Chris-
tian living.

G. D. Craker

The best gift—
to your enemy is forgiveness;
to an opponent, tolerance;
to a friend, your heart;
to your child, a good example;
to all men, charity.
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A Thought from Colossians

In Col. 2:16-23, in the Lving Bible
there are three thoughts that present
themselves in the context:

1. Life comes out of the shadows and
into the light through Christ. “ For these
were only temporary rules that ended
when Christ came. They were only shad-
ows of the real thing—of Christ himself’
(v. 17).

Shadows speak of second-best. Some-
thing is hidden. Growth and discovery
are in the light—of Christ.

2. When life is joined to Christ, it is
disjoined from all else. “But they are not
connected to Christ, the Head to which
all of us who are his body are joined; for
we are joined together by his strong sin-
ews and we grow only as we get our
nourishment and strength from God”
(v. 19).

Some were trying to tell Colossians
that they were inferior because they took
Christ only. But the context points out
that attachment to other things—as a
sense of spiritual dependence—hinders
real growth in Christ.

3. This new life is sustained by re-
lationship, not rules. “Since you died, as
it were, with Christ and this has set you
free from following the world’s ideas of
how to be saved . ..” (v. 20).

Vital spiritual strength flows where
there is relatedness (v. 19). And verse

By C. Neil Strait

Pastor, Taylor Avenue
Church of the Nazarene
Racine, Wis.
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20 is saying that the Christ-follower has
passed out of the control of other things.
Hence his relationship with Christ is
nurtured through trust and love.

Belief in Jesus—and with Jesus

Edward C. Dahl, in an item in the
Pulpit Digest, shares this interesting
thought that should put your sermonic
imagination to work: “If we are to be-
lieve in Jesus, we must also come to the
place where we believe with Jesus, to the
place where we begin to share his out-
look, his faith, his obedience to the will of
the heavenly Father, his goals, and his
aims in some significant and life-chang-
ing way” (Edward C. Dahl, “On Be-
lieving with Jesus,” Pulpit Digest, May/
June, 1976, p. 11).

When Is a Sermon a Failure?

Hoover Rupert, who has an inspiring
pen, writes this bit of analysis about
preaching that I like: “ No sermon can say
all the things that need to be said to meet
the specific needs of a congregation, but
every sermon should bring a vista of
vision, a sunburst of hope, and a reas-
surance that God is and that God is
love. Count any sermon a failure that
does not do that” (Hoover Rupert, “Woe
Is Me if | Preach Not,” Pulpit Digest,
May/June, 1976, p. 41).

A Thought to Pursue

Here's a thought from June Hunt and
her book Above All Else, that | thought
was a good “starting point”: “God de-
mands holiness because it is His repu-
tation that is at stake in the lives of those
who call themselves Christians” (June
Hunt, Above All Else, Fleming H. Revell,
1975, p. 107).

Who Do You Preach?

Earlier |1 shared some thoughts from
the pen of Hoover Rupert. Let me pass
along something else, with his permis-
sion. He shared with his congregation just
why he preached, and what it was he was
trying to accomplish through preaching.
Not a bad idea. His closing thoughts from
that sermon were: “ So now you know why
| preach. | cannot do otherwise. At times
I have walked out of this pulpit dis-
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couraged with my efforts and mentally
flagellating myself for a missed oppor-
tunity. But God gathers up the loose
ends of such Sundays and says, ‘Take
these, learn from them, use them again
if you can, but get back into that study,

that place of prayer, and get ready for the
greatest opportunity you have ever had—
next Sunday and the next and the next.””
(Hoover Rupert, “Woe Is Me if | Preach
Not,” Pulpit Digest, May/June, 1976,
P- 42).

IN THENSTUDY

Seeds for Sermons

“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall

find rest for your souls” (Jer. 6:16).

Let us walk this year along the old paths of the Old Testament.
Start down the King’'s Highway! In January walk the paths of 1 Kings
and be assured “the Lord is with us.” In February continue walking
in 2 Kings and see the signposts: “The Stewardship of our Souls.” In
March walk the old path with Joshua. Joshua is an Old Testament
spelling of Jesus. Jesus will walk with us as we approach Easter.

Month by month walk the old paths of the Old Testament. Urge
your people to read the Bible Book of the Month, and walk along with

you.

January 2

The Lord Is with Us
HIS GOOD PROMISE
Scripture: 1 Kings 8:54-61

Text: “There hath not failed one word of
all his good promise, which he promised
by the hand of Moses his servant” (v. 56).

by
Mark E. Moore

Pastor
Church of the Nazarene
Sylvania, Ohio

January, 1977

Introduction: “1 said to the man who
stood at the gate of the year, ‘Give me a
light that | may tread safely into the un-
known.” And he replied: ‘Go out, and put
your hand in the hand of God, for it is
better than a light and safer than a
known way."”—Unknown.

I. The T hings of God
Listen to the final testimony of Joshua:
. not one thing hath failed of all the
good things which the Lord your God
spake concerning you; all are come to
pass unto you, and not one thing hath
failed thereof’ (Joshua 23:14). As we
start this new year, let us pause to thank
God for all the good things He has shared
with us.

Il. The God of T hings
I believe Solomon’s blessing the Lord
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in 1 Kings 8:56 is more than remembering
the things of God, for he says not the
promises of God, but the promise of God.
This promise is given in Exod. 3:12-14,
“1 will be with thee.” “I AM THAT I
AM.” His good promise is His abiding
presence. All else is secondary.

IIl. Thinking of God

This, year, O Lord, keep us constantly
thinking of God (vv. 57-58, 61).

A. Incline our hearts unto Him.

B. Walk in His ways.

C. Keep His commandments.

D. Be perfect with the Lord our God.

Conclusion: Our prayer for 1977 is that of
Solomon: O God, leave us not (v. 57).
Charles Wesley put it this way in his
hymn “Jesus Lover of My Soul”: “Leave,
oh, leave me not alone,/Still support and
comfort me.”

January 9

The Lord Is with Us
IN OUR BATTLES

Scripture: 1 Kings 20:1-30

Text: “The Lord is God of the hills, but
he is not God of the valleys” (v. 28).

Introduction: As we study vv. 1-30, we
see these facts of the two battles: Ben-
hadad (v. 1) with 32 kings and their
armies makes his boast that Israel (vv.
2-3) cannot escape being conquered. A
prophet of God (v. 13) assures Ahab, king
of Israel, of victory. While Benhadad was
“drinking himself drunk” (v. 16), Israel
went out and won the battle (vv. 17-21).
The prophet came again (v. 22) saying
Syria will again come to battle in another
year. Syria said Israel won because they
had the advantage of the hill—“gods of
the hills” (v. 23). A year later, Israel
again, hopelessly outnumbered, wins the
battle (v. 28-30).

Key thought: God will not allow the
enemy to say that His people won be-
cause they had the advantage—that of
the hill—but get them on an even footing
and they will be defeated. “The Lord is
God of the hills, but he is not God of the
Valleys.”
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I. God Will Be with You in Every Bat-
tle T his Year.

Whether the battle comes when you are
on the mountain, or in the valley, God is
there. Thank God for the mountain vic-
tories when the Amens and shouts of
Hallelujah are ringing loud and clear.
Thank God also for the valley victories
when by all form of reason we did not see
victory ahead.

n. Victories Are Not Final

We all know that World War | was
fought as the war to end all wars. It was
not so. To battle the enemy is to defeat
him, but not destroy him. He is planning
even now his next battle against you.
Keep your trust in the Lord.

I1l. Don't Believe the Enemy

The enemy of your soul will say: “You
may have victory when you are on the
mountain, but wait; when you are in the
valley you will fail.” Be assured when you
pass through the valley, God will be
there.

Conclusion: Fret not thyself about to-
morrow, God is already there.”

January 16

The Lord Is with Us
IN OUR UNANSWERED PRAYERS

Scripture: 1 Kings 18:41-46

Text: “And [Elijah] said to his servant,
Go . .. look toward the sea. And he went
and looked, and said, There is nothing.
And he said, Go again seven times”
(v. 43).

Introduction: Mention the name Elijah
and we immediately think of a man of
power, miracles, and fire. In the scrip-
ture immediately preceeding our text,
Elijah prayed for fire and had an instant
answer. Now he prays seven times for
rain. James, in the last verses of his
Epistle, refers to Elijah and his prayer for
rain saying: “Elijah was a man of like
passions as we are.” How did he pray?
What were his feelings in those seven
prayers?

Lord, it
has been dry around here too long! We

I. Prayer of Presentation:
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need a real gully washer! Send reviving
rain— showers of blessing—and there
was nothing.

Il. Prayer of Submission: Lord, forgive
me for telling You what You should do.
You are not my servant, I am Yours. |
wait for Your answer (note his submission
in prayer—head between knees)—and
there was nothing.

Ill. Prayer of Adoration: Lord, for all
Your past blessings and answers to prayer
I bow in worship and praise (see 17:16,22;
18:38)—and there was nothing.

IV. A Prayer Partner: Surely by now
Elijah said to his servant: “Join with me,
I need the strength of your prayer. | know
you too are looking for God to answer”
—and there was nothing.

V. Prayer over Discouragement: Lord, |
don’t understand. Keep me from doubt-
ing and quitting. I'm still looking for the
answer—and there was nothing.

VI. Prayer of Pleading the Promises:
Lord, You promised reviving rain and |
rest on Your promise (18:1, 41)—and
there was nothing.

VIl. Prevailing Prayer: Lord, I've done
all 1 know to do. I'll die believing if need
be. In Your good time | know the answer
will come.

“Behold, there ariseth a
little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s
hand” (v. 44). God’s hand is not short-
ened. His hand in the cloud appeared.
Reviving rains came!

Conclusion:

January 23

The Lord is with Us
IN OUR CHURCH

Scripture: 1 Kings 8:22-54

Text: “O Lord my God ... hearken unto
the . . . prayer, which they servant pray-
eth . . . That thine eyes may be open

toward this house ... of which thou hast
said, My name shall be there” (vv.
29-30).

January, 1977

Introduction: A profitable Study for all
of us would be to examine the written
prayers in the Bible. Every prayer should
include the ACTS of prayer: Adoration,
Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication.
These are all included in this the longest
recorded prayer in the Bible. Solomon
prayed for his people and his Temple. Let
us make those same petitions the prayer
for our church this year.

I. Let Not Trespasses Separate Us
One from the Other (v. 31).

Solomon’s first petition is that we be
right with our neighbor. Even as Jesus
taught us: God cannot forgive us our
trespasses if we are not willing to for-
give those who trespass against us. How
much different the Bible and the history
of the world would have been if: Cain and
Abel had met at an altar somewhere; or
Lot and Abraham; or Jacob and Esau.
Early in my ministry, one man told me of
a grievance he had toward another man
for 20 years. “Let not the sun go down
upon your wrath.” Let us “come before
thine altar in this house.”

Il. Let Not Sin Separate Us from God
and His (vv. 33-40, 44-53).

Solomon’s second petition is linked
with the first. Jesus taught us to pray:
Forgive us, as we forgive. Help us, O God,
to come toward Your house, confess Your
name. Forgive us when we have sinned
and (a) the enemy has victory over us
(vv. 33-34); (b) God’s blessings are with-
held (vv. 35-40). Solomon put it well:
“ . every man the plague of his own
heart” (v. 38).

B lessings

Il. Lord,
43).

Many people will come into our church
this year as visitors. May God meet the
needs of their hearts as well as ours. |
read once, on a hospital wall where the
doctors and nurses would pass by,
“Everyone you met today has a deep
need they haven’t told you about.” All
of us have deep needs we share most
cautiously. Let us pray that our church
will be a place where member and visitor
alike will feel this is the House of God,
and the Lord is here!

Bless Our Visitors (vv. 41-

Conclusion: “Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love.”
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2 Corinthians

2 Corinthians 1

Consolation or comfort (1:3-7)

In the KJV we find the noun “comfort”
twice in verses 3 and 4, and “consolation”
four times in verses 5-7. The Greek has
the same word, paraklesis, throughout.
Helpfully and consistently the NASB1
and NIV2 have “comfort” in all six
places.

We note also that the verb “comfort”
parakaleo occurs three times in verse 4
and once in verse 6. “The God of all
comfort” comforts us in all our affliction.
By retaining “comfort” for both the noun
and the verb, we get the full force of the
original.

Paul is fond of these words. Parakaleo
occurs 103 times in the NT, 54 of these in
Paul's epistles. Paraklesis is found 29
times, almost always in Paul (20 times).
John and James do not use them at all.

Schmitz calls 2 Corinthians 1 “the
great chapter of comfort in the NT”
(TDNT, 5:797-98). He goes on to say,
“Thus the fellowship of suffering between
the apostle and the church becomes a
fellowship of comfort, and both in rich
measure, 2 Cor. 1:5-7 (p. 798). Schmitz
concludes his discussion of these words
by saying: “The meaning ‘to comfort,
‘comfort,” ‘consolation,” which is rare in
both the Greek world and Hellenistic

1. From the New American Standard Bible, copy-
right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.

2. From the New International Version, copy-
right © 1973 by the New York Bible Society Inter-
national. Used by permission.
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Judaism, but the more common in the
translation Greek of the LXX, is influ-
enced by the OT, and especially by Isaiah
(and the Psalms). When the reference
is to salvation, history (cf. the ‘con-
solation of Israel’ in later Judaism). It
expresses the divine aid which is already
lavishly granted to the members of the
suffering community of Jesus by present
exhortation and encouraging events, and
which will reach its goal when the NT
people of God is delivered out of all its
tribulations” (TDNT, 5:799).

Verse 4 shows why Christians, and es-
pecially ministers, must suffer. It is that
they may comfort others by the comfort
they have themselves received.

Tribulation or affliction? (1:4)

The basic meaning of thlipsis is “pres-
sure” (see notes on Rom. 2:9). It is the
pressures of life that tend to crush us so
that we need the sustaining grace of God.

Both “tribulation” and “trouble” in
this verse are thlipsis in the Greek. So the
translation should be the same in both
cases—either “affliction” (NASB) or
“trouble” (NIV).

Pressed or burdened? (1:8)

The verb bareo comes from the noun
baros, which means “weight” or “bur-
den.” This passage suggests the words
“with burdens too heavy to bear.” The
NASB translates the verb “we were
burdened.”

Out of measure (1:8)

In the Greek this is hath’ hyperbolen,
which is more accurately translated “be-
yond measure” (Gal. 1:13). In Rom. 7:13,
KJV has “exceeding,” and in 1 Cor.
12:31, it reads “more excellent.” Aside
from these three passages, hyperbole is
found only in 2 Corinthians (four times).

The word is compounded of hyper,
“above” or “beyond,” and ballo,
“throw.” So it literally means “a throw-
ing beyond.” In the NT it is used meta-
phorically in the sense of “excellence” or
“excess” (as here). So the NASB trans-
lates the phrase “excessively.”

Despaired (1:8)
The verb exaporeo (only here and in
4:8) is a strong compound, meaning “to
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be utterly at a loss, be in despair” (A-S,
p. 159). Paul felt as if he was at the end
of his rope, as far as this life was con-
cerned.

Sentence (1:9)

Most modern versions follow the KJV
in using “sentence” here. The literal
meaning of apokrima (only here in NT)
is “answer.” But Buechsel notes: “It is a
technical term of official and legal speech
and denotes an official resolution (on an
enquiry or petition) which decides the
matter” (TDNT, 3:945). He goes on to
say: “By human judgment Paul could
only reckon that his position was like that
of a man condemned to death who had
made a petition for mercy and received
the answer that he must die” (p. 946).

Arndt and Gingrich agree with this and
give the definition: “official report, de-
cision.” But probably *“sentence of
death” communicates the idea best.

Helping together (1:11)

We have already noted that Paul is
fond of compounds beginning with syn;
he had a strong sense of “togetherness.”
Here we have another one, synypourgeo
(only here in NT). It means “join in
helping us” (A-G; cf. NASB).

Gift or favor? (1:11)

The word is charisma, which (in KJV)
is translated “gift” 15 times and “free
gift” twice. Found 6 times in Rom. and
7 times in 1 Corinthians, it occurs only
this one time in 2 Corinthians (plus 1
Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; 1 Pet. 4:10). It
comes from charis, “grace,” and so
means “a gift (freely and graciously
given), a favor bestowed” (A-G, p. 887).
It is obvious that “favor” (NASB) or
“gracious favor” (NI1V) is the preferable
translation. The context indicates that it
is the favor of being granted deliverance
from death.

Rejoicing or boast? (1:12)

The noun is kauchesis. In the KJV it
is translated “boasting” six times and
“rejoicing” four times (plus “glorying” or
“glory” twice). The correct meaning is
“boast” (NIV) or “proud confidence”
(NASB). The same is true of the related
noun kauchema, translated “rejoicing”
inv. 14.
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Simplicity or holiness? (1:12)

The KJV has the former term, the
NASB and NIV the latter. Why?

Here it is a matter of textual criticism.
“Simplicity” translated haploteti, which
is found in the fifth century manuscript
D and most of the OIld Latin manu-
scripts. But Papyrus 46 (third century),
our only two fourth-century manuscripts
(Vaticanus and Sinaiticus), and two
fifth-century manuscripts (A, C), plus
many others, have hagioteti, “holiness.”
This seems clearly to be the original
word.

Acknowledge or understand? (1:13-14)
The verb is epiginosko. Occuring 42
times in the NT it is translated “know”
30 times. Only here (3 times) and twice
in 1 Cor. (14:37; 16:18), do we find “ac-
knowledge.” The best translation is
“understand” (NASB, NIV).

Benefit or grace? (1:15)

Paul says that he had wanted to visit
the Corinthian Christians, in order that
they might have “a second benefit.” The
noun is charis, “grace.” The NASB notes
correctly in the margin that the literal
meaning is “have a second grace,” but
translates in the text: “that you might
twice receive a blessing.” Similarly, the
NIV has “that you might benefit twice.”
Arndt and Gingrich render it: “that you
might have a second proof of my good-
will” (p. 886). Most recent versions follow
these general lines. The Berkeley Version
has: “so that you might enjoy a double
blessing.”

Seal and earnest (1:22)

The two very significant Greek words
are discussed in the comments on Eph.
1:13-14. We like the NIV of this verse:
“Set his seal of ownership on us, and put
his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.”

It’s not so much how far you go as
what you see. It’s not so much how
much you see as what you learn from
what you see. It's not so much how
much you learn as what you do with
what you learn from what you see as
you go, wherever you plan to go.
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Walk Worthy of God

Scripture: 1 Thess. 2:1-12

Introduction:

1. Paul exhorts to walk worthy.

2. It is the highest aim we can have in
life.

3. Even in imperfections, God is hon-
ored if it represents our best.

4. We who are unworthy can become
less unworthy.

I. There Is a Walk
A. Christian experience is an
“alive,” “moving” relationship;
not something we do once or as-
cribe to one time.

B. It is the movement that gives life;

it is as essential as speed to a
plane.

Il. Bible Describes That W alk

A. “ .. .we also should walk in new-
ness of life” (Rom. 6:4). Fitting
for new creatures; our gospel is a
second chance and new start; all
changed.

B. “We walk by faith, not by sight”
(2 Cor. 5:7). Faith holds on when
all else is gone.

C. “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfil the lust of the flesh”
(Gal. 5:16). Defense vs. Satan.

D. “And walk in love (Eph. 5:2).
The conquering edge; the oil of

the church.

E. . .and walk circumspectly, not
as fools” (Eph. 5:15). Stability in
life.

F. “. . . walk, even as he walked”
(2 John 2:6). A desire to be like
Him.

IIl. Why Should |
Him?

A. Gratitude
B. To act befitting my inheritance

W alk Worthy of
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C. To promote God’s kingdom
D. To enjoy God’s fellowship

IV. HOW to Be W orthy

A. By living in aright course of daily
life—not spiritual flashes, but
consistent obedience

B. Conformity to God'’s revealed will

C. Amplifying the gospel by my
walk—a living epistle

D. Live to God’'s glory

Conclusion:
1. Not really optional
2. Purpose of Christian message is this
3. We are to be worth—Ilet us be
worthy.
Paul N. Vail

Plan for the New Year

Jerry Bauer gave me a little motto a
few years ago that I still use: “If you fail
to plan, then you plan to fail.” Nearly
every time | fail, it is because of lack of
planning. The more carefully | have laid
the plans, the easier the success.

Some things are not crucial to success.
If my driftwood lamp never gets done,
so what? Or if my shoes miss a polishing?
What is so bad about an uncleaned desk
top?

Other things have to succeed or the
consequences are great. What about my
marriage? Have | planned to succeed? Or
my spiritual life? Do | know what | plan
to do to keep growing spiritually? How
will 1 handle problems? What plan am |
using to bring my children to Christ?
How am | winning others to Jesus?

Most people just let things happen,
maybe blaming or praising God for them.
But spiritual life and growth that leaves
all the planning up to God is a sure way
to disaster.

With a new year upon us, have you
planned ways to improve your spiritual
life, your marriage, your relationship
with your children? Or will it just
happen?

PLAN TO SUCCEED!

James T. Christy (adapted)
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BULLETIN

y

THE NEW YEAR

The New Year like a book lies before
me;

On its cover two words, “My Life,” |
see.

I open the covers and look between—

Each page is empty, no words can be
seen;

For | am a writer, | hold the pen

That will fill these pages to be read
by men.

Just what kind of book will my book be?

My life written there for others to see.

Each day a page written, one by one—

BARREL

Will it be worthwhile when finished and
done?
Lord, help me keep those pages clean
and fair
By living the life I'd have written there.
— Gertrude L. Gast

CHECK YOUR BONES—

The anatomy of any organization in-
cludes four kinds of bones:

1. WISHBONES: who want someone
else to do all the work.

2. JAWBONES: who talk a lot, but do
little else.

3. KNUCKLEBONES:
everything others try to do.

4. BACKBONES: who get behind the
wheel and do the work.

WHICH KIND ARE YOU?

who knock

C[[1ISd ANDHFfI[EE
AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

Let Your Church Grow:
Take Down the “Keep Out” Signs

By Millard Reed (Beacon Hill Press of
Kansas City, 1976. Paperback, $1.00).

The concepts conveyed by the author
should motivate the heart of every pastor
whose purpose is to shepherd the flock
and add to its number.

The concepts are for the pastor who has
already admitted, or is willing to admit
after studying the program, that he can-
not effectively touch the lives of all his
sheep through a “one man show” type of
ministry.

Any pastor who has reached that criti-
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cal point needs to seriously consider some
method of multiplying his ministry, espe-
cially in light of Ephesians 4:11-12. One
of his considerations might well be the
Circles of Concern as outlined in this
brief study.

Among the strengths of Pastor Reed’s
outline is his insistence on building the
program on sound and supportive theory,
for “Relationships Are More Important
than Programs” (Chapter 1V). His dis-
cussion on what he calls “ Spheres of In-
timacy” and his emphasis on meaningful
ministry to the total family are sup-
portive and are reason enough to consider
the program.
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Of extremely practical significance is
his graphic discussion of the relationships
between nucleus, perimeter, and un-
churched people (Chapter V). Any expe-
rienced pastor has recognized this rela-
tionship, but how many have capitalized
on it as a tool to expand their pastoral
ministry?

Whether or not a pastor adopts this
particular style of ministry, he will be
challenged to do something to touch the
lives of those who are looking to him for
warmth and acceptance and understand-
ing and salvation.

Every pastor can envision the time
when his flock will become too large to
love “intimately.” Then, instead of mere-
ly “trying harder” or “moving on,” he
should be prepared to implement a pro-
gram that would lengthen his arms of
love. Circles of Concern, as outlined by
Millard Reed, could be one such method.

Noah J. Funk

Preachers’ Exchange

WANTED: Honeycombs of Life, by
Louis Albert Banks; Crumbs Swept Up,
by T. De Witt Talmage; 5-vol. set of ser-
mons by T. De Witt Talmage. Quit Your
Meanness, by Sam P. Jones; and Living
Ilustrations, by Beverly Carradine. Rod-
ger N. Mayes, P.O. Box 28, Achilles, Va.
23001.

FOR SALE: Complete file of Preacher’s
Magazines from May, 1954, through De-
cember, 1974, $50.00 plus postage. Also a
like-new, unmarked set of The Preacher’s
Homiletic Commentary, 32 vol., $75.00
plus postage. Kenneth L. Doge, 319 Wil-
son Ave., Richmond, Calif. 94805.

= Abortion and the Bible
The Christian pastor’s voice should be
heard in the midst of the increasing
hue and cry on this subject.

« A Christian Sociologist Evaluates

Rules

Christians must do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus—even the creating and

enforcing of rules.

* How to Preach Other People’s
Sermons
If the answer to the question, “Should
I?" is yes, then some principles should
be considered.

» Seeds for Sermons
With many churches, February is stew-
ardship month. Here are some ideas
for preaching this truth.
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“A Bible Reading-Preaching Program” was the title of
an article in the October, 1972, issue. It was written by Rev.
Mark E. Moore. It stimulated considerable response at the
time, and the interest has lingered. So it is providential, we
believe, that we have Brother Moore writing “ Seeds for Ser-
mons” for the coming year. He follows here what he suggested
in the earlier article, and we welcome his contribution to the
magazine. Is it only our imagination, or is it true, that there
seems to be a renewal of interest in biblical preaching in our
day? And dare we interpret what we see and hear to mean
there is also a renewal of interest in the preaching of scrip-
tural holiness? You will find “Heart Purity” refreshing (p. 3),
and you will be challenged to think about the “entity” con-
cept of sin (p. 10). Glory and praise is given to the matchless
names of Jesus Christ, our Sanctifying Saviour (p. 1). Back
to Pentecost, back to the basics of heart holiness, and on to
orthodoxy!

Yours for souls,
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