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0  Ministers of Christ!
By Charles Henry Mackintosh

0  m inisters of Christ, ordained and lay,
May you be granted all your hearts’ desire:
A gift of precious oil to feed the fire 

That flickers into flame on Christm as Day!
May love leap into life in w hat you say,

And may the Christm as music of your choir,
The texts, the prayers, the sermon, all inspire 

A flame of faith tha t shall not pass away!

The Lord be w ith you in His holy place;
The Lord be w ith you in tha t holy hour;

And may the Lord of Love grant, of His grace, 
That all shall sense His presence and His power, 

Until they seem to see Him, face to face,
And all their seeds of faith flame into full flower!
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Managing Editor’s 
M E S S A G E

I
 AM going to pass on to you a 
paragraph from a letter received 

from an active U.S. Army Chaplain. It 
contains some food for thought, especi
ally at the season of the year when we 
give emphasis to the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. While the statement is 
made relative to our Nazarene min
isters, it is equally pertinent to min
isters of other holiness churches. The 
Chaplain says:

“In listening to some preachers in 
our church, in reading our periodicals, 
in sensing our approach in presenting 
the gospel, I am forced to this surpris
ing conclusion; too much of our talk 
and preaching does not center around 
the Person of Jesus Christ, His divinity, 
His personality, His power, His virtues, 
His greatness, etc. We preach re
generation and sanctification strongly, 
but tend to minimize the One who
makes it all possible........... We preach
doctrine and explain the mechanics of 
the redemptive scheme, but, in my 
estimation, we do not hit the nail hard 
enough regarding the mighty authority 
wrapped up in the Person of the 
Saviour himself. To Paul it was 
‘Christ and Him crucified.’ ” The Man
aging Editor passes on a question 
which accompanies this statement, “Is 
this a fair observation, or have you 
not felt it?” You answer this question 
to your own satisfaction.

* * * *

A reader presents this question rela
tive to the locating of new churches; 
“Should we put our churches where 
the people are, or where the churches 
are?” The particular issue was the 
location of a church in a town or city 
in which for some time to come there 
would not be more than one Nazarene 
church. Should that church be located 
in a community in which there are few 
churches, or perhaps not a church at 
all, or, should it be located in a down
town area among the other churches? 
Give us your opinions. We will give 
a summary of them in some future 
issue.

D. S h e l b y  C o r l e t t ,
Managing Editor
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The Sense of Propinquity

J. B. Chapman, Editor

LAST night I was in a church that has a 
very high rostrum and a very wide 

altar space. The choir is seated back of 
the preacher, so that the preacher must or
dinarily keep his seat while the choir sings, 
and, perhaps somewhat from habit, he often 
keeps his seat even when the congregation 
stands to sing. The place is not large, but 
I noticed the preacher gave out the an
nouncements as though he were addressing 
a thousand, and preached with the air of 
the platform, more than that of the pulpit. 
There was some effort at encouraging 
spontaneity, but the prevailing atmosphere 
of the meeting was that of formality and 
estrangement, not only as between preach
er and people, but somewhat also as among 
the people themselves. There was, it 
seemed to me, a feeling that the meeting 
was composed more of visitors (although 
this was in no sense the case), and thus 
it would be easy for almost any one to say 
“you and they,” when speaking of the 
service, rather than “me and mine.”

I have mentioned the physical setup as 
a possible contributing cause of the feel
ing of estrangement, and, while I know 
that is more or less incidental, and in many 
cases may be entirely so, yet I pursue the 
thought just this much farther: if a new 
church is being contemplated, that is an 
important thing to consider in the arrange
ment—arrange it so the preacher and the 
people will “ feel at home.” A  high pulpit 
is no doubt a help in a ritualistic service, 
but in a meeting that is expected to be 
more or less spontaneous, it is a draw
back, and contributing to the sense of dis
tinction between clergy and laity—two 
words that I think are offensive in sound, 
as well as o f bad reputation as to meaning. 
It is an axiom that people must hear the 
gospel from one to whom they feel related. 
Angels cannot preach successfully to men, 
and men of separation cannot preach suc
cessfully to men. John Wesley was known 
as a simple preacher to those who listened 
to him, and D. L. M oody talked in conver
sational voice—just louder, was all—just 
as though he were talking to one person, 
and his listeners frequently were unaware 
that others were present, so vivid was the 
feeling that “he is talking to me.”  People, 
like children, will not put up with con

descension. The preacher might as well 
stay up on his pedestal as to feel or make 
others feel that he is stooping to get down 
where the people are. What the preacher 
must do is to feel and make others feel 
that, “I am one of you, and am preaching 
for myself, as well as to and for you.”

Then the custom of building churches so 
that the very best part of the building— 
the part up next to the preacher—is wasted 
is due for a change. That big gap in there 
is bad of itself, and then I am convinced 
by observation that it encourages people to 
“ sit back,” even after that gap is bridged. 
As a rule, the front seats are unpopular, 
and they still remain unpopular no matter 
how far back from the front they begin. 
Of course, when we buy a church building, 
v/e have to make the best of iLe arrange
ment already in vogue. But I am speak
ing now regarding the building of new 
churches which should be adapted to our 
form of service. Take the choir: I know 
there are different ideas about choirs. 
Some people think it is the business of the 
choir to do the singing. But when that 
is the theory, I can say emphatically that I 
do not believe in choirs. No, the business 
of the choir is to lead the singing, and to 
help the people to sing. The gathering of 
a group of singers into one place in the 
house is for the purpose of providing enough 
volume to hold the time and keep the 
people together and make it easier for poor 
singers to sing and make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord. This province of the choir 
suggests, if it does not actually determine, 
where it should be seated. It should be, 
not behind the preacher, where it can be 
seen much more than heard, but on the 
side or on the sides, where it can be heard, 
and where it will be more of the congre
gation than of the preacher—more an in
stitution of worship than a semblance of 
something professional.

And while speaking of the singing, I can
not omit a reference to special singing. This 
is a proposition that can be overdone wilh- 
out any effort at all. And a preacher or 
choir leader indicates a failure to discern 
the business of a public religious meeting 
when he announces with a smack of 
smartness, “Miss Smith is now going to 
favor us with a special song.” Ordinarily
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special songs should not be announced at 
all; and if they are announced, no one 
should be compelled to think of the exercise 
as a favor to the listeners—especially in 
advance of the bill o f fare. The fact is that 
any religious service worthy of the name 
is and should be planned as one. To have 
a “rousing song service,” then follow along 
with a “popcorn praise meeting,” then open 
the “regular service,” and close out with an 
“after meeting” seems to me to be using 
about the least judgment possible. Before 
a worth-while religious meeting starts, 
someone, presumably the preacher, should 
have the plan all prayed and thought 
through. The singing should be an essen
tial part of the service, and should serve 
to prepare for what is to follow, and all 
the way through the idea should be to have 
a meeting in which the largest possible 
number shall take part, and in which 
everyone who takes part will keep strictly 
away from any feeling that he is “perform
ing.” If this can result in making the w or
shipers feel that “we had a good meeting,” 
the end is served. But when worshipers 
go away impressed by some performance 
on the part o f any individual or group, the 
meeting has failed of its largest purpose, 
and the interest generated is not of the 
type that is calculated to last, for people 
go to “our church,” not to the church that 
evidently belongs to someone else.

Of course, it is the spirit that counts. I 
have mentioned only things that pertain 
to form and appearance; but that other 
factor which I call spirit is of so delicate 
a nature that I forbear extended sugges
tions. We all know when it is there, and 
w e are painfully aware of its absence when 
it is not there—but to say just how to get 
it is another thing. I believe the crux of 
the effort is involved in prayer—prayer 
that during the week has brought the 
preacher into intimate consciousness of the 
fact that God is his Father, and that all 
God’s people are his brothers; for it is 
fatherly love that generates and sustains 
brotherly love. Brotherly love of itself is 
not strong enough to bear the strain. It 
is not enough for a Christian to feel that 
he is his brother’s brother, he must feel 
that he is his brother’s father and keeper 
as well, and this comes only from intimate 
consciousness of the Father’s fellowship and 
spiritual communication.

When the meeting is cold and flat, and 
wanting in the sense of propinquity, no 
amount of talent or efficiency can make it a 
really good meeting. And while there are

externals that will help, it is the Spirit 
that giveth life.

Correspondence 
About a Preacher

B y  t h e  E d ito r

FROM a layman—a woman who signs 
herself, “A  burdened soul,” comes the 

following letter addressed to the editor:
“We gave some to the offering for the 

Seminary yesterday, but w e are rather 
perplexed. The educated youth, or should 
I say the college boys, seem to lean so 
strongly on their intellect we scarcely ever 
have anyone getting help at our altars be
tween revivals. This has been a great 
source of grief to my heart. For years my 
husband and I used to fast every Sunday 
morning, feeling that we would need spir
itual strength to pray with seekers, and 
usuallly we had seekers. Then we got a 
young preacher who seemed to think 
church work consisted of preaching beau
tiful sermons, then have the congregation 
stand to be dismissed.

“ Our last three preachers have generally 
had only one prayer (seldom two) on W ed
nesday evening, and then they preach. 
We have no prayer meetings in which we 
really pray together. Could this be the 
cause of our seeming lack of power? Our 
preacher generally prays standing, on Sun
day morning, and I have heard him say he 
sometimes writes his prayer in advance. 
But somehow the Lord used to seem to be 
with us in a more special sense when we 
had the old-tim e preachers. Our services 
are fine in word and appearance, but there 
is a want of power and conviction and vic
tory.

“ Our pastor is a nice boy. W e all like 
him. He has everything organized in a 
good way. He takes the young people to 
the Y.M. or the Y.W. for dinner, and there 
is fine friendship and fellowship. Budgets 
are raised. Numbers are received into 
the church. But are we slipping so that 
God cannot answer our prayers and give 
us souls?

“I am tempted to pray the Lord to either 
give our pastor a burden for souls or give 
us another pastor. Would that be a right 
way to pray? I shall not name our church, 
for I have no desire to reflect on anyone. 
But what has happened that our church is 
content to carry on just as a nominal 
church? M y soul longs for a church where
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the old-time power is manifested, and 
where the glory of God comes down upon 
the people. Can you suggest any way in 
which we may be helped?”

Answering this correspondent, the editor 
said:
D ear  S is t e r  i n  C h r i s t :

I have read your letter with great in
terest and appreciation. And being, at least 
in length of service, one of those old-time 
preachers you mention, I must, to be true, 
do as w e have always done: begin by 
preaching a little to you before turning to 
your preacher and the class he represents.

I think I can discern certain symptoms 
of letting down on your own part. Why 
have you quit fasting on Sunday morning 
when the reasons for doing so seem to be 
more numerous than before? Your testi
mony seems to dwell too much on con
ditions, and not savor enough o f results. 
It is not enough to be burdened and to be 
distressed. These are conditions that, 
pressed, should lead on to victory and bless
ing. W hy don’t you just lay hold and get 
such a blessing on your own soul that you 
can spiritually dominate that little situ
ation there! It can be done, you know it 
can be done, for evidently you used to do 
it. Remember how we used to say, “One 
man and God are a majority” ? and we 
never supposed that man had to be a 
preacher either. Just any man or woman 
who would go all out for God—that’s 
enough. Even one determined layman can 
have a spiritual church, if he is willing to 
really pay the price.

But now to the preacher side of the 
question: I am glad you gave in the offer
ing for the Seminary. That shows a fine spirit 
on your part, especially since you evidently 
are in doubt about the advantage of a 
trained ministry. But I was just thinking 
on this point today before I read your 
letter, was thinking of what I would do if 
I were back at the beginning of my career 
as a preacher—say forty years back, only 
with conditions as I find them today. And 
this is what I thought I would do under 
those circumstances: Under those circum
stances, with this glorious gospel to preach, 
I would make the very best preparation 
I could. I would go in for a sound general 
education-—high school and college. Then 
I would take a full seminary course. I 
would master Hebrew and Greek. I would 
fill m y mind with biblical knowledge and 
literature, and would not neglect a full toll 
of scripture text memorizing. I would 
study philosophy and theology, and would 
make a specialty of learning how to pre

November-December, 1946

pare and deliver sermons. I would go 
deeply into pastoral theology and the sci
ence of operating a church. I would take 
voice training and give attention to courtesy 
and good manners. I would learn to think 
clearly and to write plainly. I would take 
all the schools offer and ask for more. I 
would accept every human help and make 
just as full preparation as possible. I would 
do this patiently, persistently, and con
scientiously so that none could say I did 
not appreciate the honor and responsibility 
of my calling. I would accept the axiom 
that if men must spend years in school be
fore we allow them to practice medicine on 
our bodies, and if others must spend years 
preparing to educate our minds, surely 
no one should expect to be less serious in 
preparation for healing our souls and train
ing our hearts. And I would demand of 
myself that I be as well prepared for my 
task as the doctor or teacher or lawyer 
of the community is for his. I would not 
allow myself to rest short of this.

And then—having done this, I would take 
myself in hand and face the fact that all 
this is like kindling and fuel, and that the 
flame and the heat necessary to effective 
fire must come from God, and I would go 
in to fast and pray and wait on God for 
unction and power and blessing that would 
turn my kindling and my fuel into heat 
so fervent and light so bright that men 
would look and listen and acknowledge 
that a prophet sent from God was in their 
midst.

An untrained preacher is, I think, like 
a woodsman with a dull ax. Such a woods
man can, by dint of hard licks, cut consider
able wood, and he can make up with in
dustry for want of edge on his ax. But if 
that preacher were trained, he would then 
be like a woodsman with a sharp ax. And 
if he would hit as hard and work as per- 
severingly as he did before, he could cut 
more wood. But if the example is that 
of a trained preacher who depends on his 
training and slumps into form and prayer- 
lessness and want of spiritual unction, then 
such an one is like a woodsman with a 
sharp ax who thinks a sharp ax is a sub
stitute for industry and hard work, and 
who therefore cuts little or no wood. We 
want the sharp ax along with the industry 
and hard licks.

And in the active ministry I would use 
the very best methods I could learn. I 
would go a long way out of my way to gain 
the interest of even a small child to get 
him into my Sunday school and church. I 
would make full use of organization and



the power of friendliness. But, having 
harnessed all these forces, I would then 
go in to make my church a center of re
vival—a real lighthouse, soul-saving sta
tion. I would fast and pray and hold on. 
I would get my laymen under the burden, 
and if any of them could take it, I would 
establish another prayer meeting. If pray
ers increased, I would establish a relay 
meeting for certain periods when there 
would be all days and all nights of prayer. 
I would pray in secret, pray in the family, 
pray in the homes of the people, pray in 
public, pray and have everybody that would 
join me in silent and vocal prayer in the 
prayer meetings. If the prayer meetings 
had to be divided in order to give time for 
all who would to pray, then I would open 
the Wednesday evening meeting in the 
usual way, then send them off in special 
groups for half an hour, then bring them 
together for a final word and dismissal. I 
would make full use of all the prayer 
power my crowd could muster—I know I 
would do that. I would seek to have a 
church that was simple enough for the 
children and spiritual enough for the old1 
people, and active enough to need all its 
numbers and strength and more. If I found 
I had more people than there was time for 
prayer, and more than my program of serv
ice called for, I would ask the District 
Superintendent to come and organize an
other church in a near-by community, for 
I certainly would not be a party to inac
tivity and stagnation.

There are, you know, three kinds of fire: 
there is fox fire that makes light and no 
heat. That is a preacher and a church that 
is intellectual, but not spiritual. Then, 
there is wild fire which makes heat but 
no light. This is a preacher and a church 
that is emotional, but not spiritual. Then 
there is true fire which makes both heat 
and light. This is the preacher and the 
church which is balanced as between intel
lect and emotion and is truly and genuinely 
spiritual in that the presence of God is 
truly present.

Of course, if we had to choose between 
head and heart w e would not hesitate a 
moment to choose heart. But why present 
such a dilemma? Why not have a balanced 
preacher and a balanced church. Every 
preacher must guard against becoming a 
factional preacher and every church must 
guard against the tendency to become a 
cult. But let no one suppose that only 
educated people need educated preachers, 
for it is the province of education to help 
men think clearly, and men who think 
clearly do not need to use big words.
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Reading the Bible

TAKING time with the Word of God 
is the secret of spiritual growth. The 

Word is food for the inner life, without 
which there must be certain atrophy of 
soul. Prayer of itself will not bring bal
anced growth; there must be also the ap
propriation of the revealed will of God 
through the Scriptures. This has been the 
experience of saints in every age. The 
119th Psalm is but the record of the re
searches into the divine laws by a devout 
Israelite at least three millenniums ago, and 
the expressions of love and thankfulness 
which he utters show the dependence of 
his being upon what was written aforetime.

One of the great Bible scholars and cri
tics left the following as his experimental 
appreciation of the Book of books:

“We have done almost everything that is 
possible with these Hebrew and Greek 
writings. We have overlaid them, clause 
by clause, with exhaustive commentaries; 
we have translated them, revised the trans
lations, and quarreled over the revisions; 
we have discussed authenticity and inspira
tion, and suggested textual history with 
colored type; w e have epitomized into 
handbooks and extracted school lessons. 
There is one thing left to do with the Bible: 
simply to read it.”

Another teacher, less critical but more 
spiritual, has earnestly stated as his con
viction that the Word of God is a tenement 
of the Holy Spirit, and because this is true, 
that there is life in the Scriptures. And he 
urges his readers to daily, systematically, 
and prayerfully read the Bible, assuring 
them that if they do so, they will find 
the Word transforming them. Perhaps the 
writer of the Book of Romans had the same 
thought in mind when he thanks God that 
his hearers had obeyed from the heart the 
mould of teaching into which they had 
been delivered (Rom. 6:17), as if they had 
been poured into a mould which had shaped 
them into a correct understanding of the 
truth and obedience to it.

The Bible is the letter of God to His 
children; as it becomes more intimate to 
our understandings, it becomes His voice 
personally instructing, reproving, comfort
ing, guiding. He who has thus learned to 
receive the Word, and who delights in its 
precepts, and makes it the continual man 
of his counsel, will not fail of blessing and 
of success both spiritual and temporal.— 
Editorial in The Alliance W eekly.

The Preacher's Magazine



Into the House o f  Christmas
Sermon by Paul S. Rees

T e x t —And when they w ere come into the 
house, they saw the young child with 
Mary his mother (Matthew 2:11).

CHRISTMAS is the eternal hallowing of 
the simplicities of life. It is supremely 

the festival o f the child, the family, and the 
home. It helps to produce such inspirations 
as that which came to George Liddell when 
he exclaimed:

I love the name of Christ the Lord, the 
Man of Galilee,

Because He came to live and toil among 
the likes of me.

Let others sing the praises of a mighty 
King of kings;

I love the Christ of common folks, the 
Lord of common things.

The beggars and the feeble ones, the poor 
and sick and blind,

The wayward and the tempted ones, were 
those He loved to find;

He lived with them to help them like a 
brother and a friend,

Or like some wandering workman finding 
things to mend.

M y job is just a poor man’s job, m y home 
is just a shack,

But on m y humble residence He has never 
turned His back.

Let others sing their praises to a mighty 
King of kings;

I live the Christ of common folks, the 
Lord of common things.

W e are probably wrong when we paint 
pictures and write poetry and preach 
sermons in which we picture the wise men 
as bending over the manger in the stable. 
That was the strange experience that came 
to the shepherds. Matthew is at pains to 
tell us that by  the time the wise men ar
rived, Joseph had somehow found quar
ters for mother and Babe in a friendly 
house. We have talked a great deal about 
the crowded inn that had no room for the 
Christ who was about to be born. We 
have talked too little, I think, about the 
“house”  in Bethlehem that did make room 
for Him. A  humble house it was, I have no 
doubt; but it deserves to be held in ever
lasting honor and remembrance.

Novembei-December, 1946

“When they were come into the house!” 
But, of course, the House of Christmas is 
not only that one unknown, unnamed 
abode in Bethlehem long ago. The word 
“house” stands for an order of things under 
the sheltering cover of love, good will, and 
fellowship. Jesus used the word when He 
spoke of heaven: “In my Father’s house 
are many mansions.” St. Paul employed 
it when he described the Church: “Now 
in a great house there are vessels of gold 
and silver.”

What, then, is the order of things with 
which Christmas confronts us? What may 
w e say that is honestly and helpfully de
scriptive of the House o f Christmas?

I.
Let us begin by saying that, quite obvi

ously, it is a Simple House. Some years 
ago Dr. Hugh Thompson Kerr, of Pitts
burgh, broadcast a sermon on the subject 
“Hearing the Christmas Story for the First 
Time.” He began by saying, “Suppose I 
had never heard the Christmas story . . . . 
and then suddenly I was introduced to it 
and heard it or read it for the first time. 
What would be its effect upon m e?”  Of the 
three points in his answer this was the 
first: “ It seems to me that the first reaction 
that would come after reading the first 
two chapters of Luke, would be the mar
velous simplicity of the story itself.” He 
is probably right.

The world has many so-called sacred 
books. Those books abound in stories of 
how the gods of men and the religious 
heroes of the past have supernaturally or
iginated. Is the biblical account of the 
birth of Jesus just a little more grist out 
of that common hopper of human inven
tion? If you can believe that it is, you 
have an odd mind indeed. The Greeks, 
for example, had a god called Perseus. His 
birth was supposed to be miraculous. It 
was believed that Jupiter found a lovely 
goddess in prison. He wooed her and won 
her by distilling himself into a shower of 
gold. Their son was Perseus!

Assume that it is a true story. It still 
carries nothing of the enchanting simplicity 
and humanness of the biblical narrative 
of Christ’s birth. As you read the testi
mony of Matthew and Luke, you search in 
vain for features that are magical and
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weird. What you get is a story so ex
quisitely tender and homelike that year 
by  year and century by century mankind 
returns to it and all the world’s harshness 
grows suddenly softer under the match
less spell of it.

If God had revealed Himself only in the 
strange phenomenon of a star, men might 
have doubted their eyes. If He had ut
tered himself in some awful voice of thun
der, men might have doubted their ears, or 
else been terrified. If He had taken the 
form of an angel, men might have been 
dazzled by an overcharge of brilliance, or 
asked what angels can know about pain 
and death. But a Babe with a cry in the 
night, and a crude cradle, and a mother’s 
circling arms, and a plain house for shelter! 
That is the legible handwriting of God on 
the parchment of this world’s actual life! 
That was, and is, and forever shall be, the 
simplicity of the House of Christmas.

n.
Let us say, in the next place, that the 

House of Christmas is a Singing House. 
What would Christmas be without music? 
Think of all the Advent hymns and carols 
and oratorios that have been accumulated 
through the centuries. They are the skilled 
and graceful servants of all praiseful hearts, 
and year by year we turn to them for help 
as we bring our homage to the King. But 
have you thought of this: that if, by some 
cruel stroke of fortune, we should suddenly 
lose all of these Advent songs, we still 
would have an incomparably glorious col
lection of hymns in the Bible itself? The 
Holy Spirit has taken care that the birth 
o f Jesus should be surrounded by those 
exultant outbursts of worship and adoration 
and praise that we have come to recognize 
—and even to name—as songs, or at least 
themes for songs. There is the “Ave 
Maria” of the angel Gabriel. There is the 
“Benedictus” first of Elizabeth and then of 
Zechariah. There is the “Magnificat” of 
Mary. There is the “Gloria in Excelsis” 
of the angels. And there is the “Nunc 
Dimittis” o f grand old Simeon. No won
der that James S. Stewart, himself a glori
ous preacher, declares that in his judg
ment “songs and hymns and music can 
carry us nearer to the burning heart of the 
Advent message than all the sermons and 
discourses in the world.”

I do not complain at that. Though neither 
poet nor musician myself, I know well 
enough that poetry can climb heights and 
plumb depths that no ordinary speech can 
achieve. I know that about music there is
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something so elemental and universal that 
it is the thrill o f childhood, the delight of 
manhood, and the comfort of old age. How 
then can Christmas be anything but a fes
tival o f poetry and music when it strikes 
home to the deepest and finest instincts 
within us, and when its themes are those 
of Life from Above, o f Heaven’s grace con
quering earth’s sin, and of the Love that 
will not let us go?

For years I have known of Longfellow ’s 
hym n-carol which begins with the line “ I 
heard the bells on Christmas day.”  This 
year, however, it has gripped me and lifted 
me in a new way. By chance I came across 
the fact that it was written on Christmas 
Day 1863, when the Civil War was more 
than two years along, and Longfellow was 
bowed with grief over its horrors. In a 
setting like that the poet found that the 
House o f Christmas still held its song:

I heard the bells on Christmas Day,
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

I thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom 
Had rolled along the unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

And in despair I bowed m y head;
“ There is no peace on earth,”  I said;
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men.”

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
“ God is not dead, nor doth He sleep!
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to men!”

Till, ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,
A  voice, a chime, a chant sublime,
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

In the House of Christmas, where God 
comes to light up our darkness and take 
away our sins, nothing can ever silence 
the song.

III.
This is a good place to say yet another 

thing about the House of Christmas: it is 
a Serene House. Not everything about the 
story of Christ’s advent produces the im
pression of peace. There was no quietness 
in the heart of arrogant and worried Herod. 
There was little of order or composure in 
that overcrowded inn. Even the shepherds,
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on first hearing the strange news, were ill 
at ease.

But when one turns to Joseph and Mary 
he finds an arresting contrast. One feels 
that, considering their plight and peril, 
they were amazingly calm. As for the 
Child, He might be laid at first in a manger 
where stable noises were ceaselessly rasp
ing, but for all that He was the Prince of 
Peace. In the years to come peace would 
sit in His heart as upon a throne. Peace 
would radiate from His presence like some 
healing aura. Peace would fall from His 
lips as from  some quiet and exhaustless 
pool. Peace—for troubled and baffled seek
ers after truth! Peace— even for sea-bil- 
lows tossed pitilessly by  raging winds! 
Peace— for guilty souls reaching out hun
grily for the forgiveness of sins! Peace— 
for fretful folks wondering whence tomor
row ’s bread would come! Peace—for anx
ious friends peering wistfully into the fu 
ture and asking what lies beyond the grim 
rim of death! Prince of Peace indeed is 
this Master of the House of Christmas!

I know that gloomy souls and cynical 
minds are prone to scorn the sentiment of 
“peace on earth” when after 2,000 years of 
it the world is turning itself into one vast 
shambles of war and wastage. “ Christian
ity,” they say, “Christianity has been here 
for twenty centuries and see how much 
hate and horror are still abroad!”

Now no one grieves over such a state of 
things more than do the Christians them
selves. It is not the cynic’s distress that 
the Christian opposes: it is rather his 
despair. The cynic should be reminded 
that water has been in the world longer 
than the angel’s message of peace, and 
still some people will go dirty. The cynic 
should take notice that the laws of electro
dynamics have been in the world through 
the ages but only yesterday did man take 
hold of them so as to produce the im
mensely useful reality of radar. The House 
o f Christmas is a house of peace, but God 
never whips men through its quiet portals. 
They must enter of their own accord.

Yes, there is peace in the world. No im
plements of war can alter that fact. I open 
my Bible at Romans 5:1, and I read, “There
fore being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Hear that: “We have peace!”  Or, I open 
it at Romans 15:13, and I read, “Now the 
God of hope fill you with all joy  and peace 
in believing, that ye may abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Ghost.” 
Or, I open it at Philippians 4:6, 7, and read, 
“And the peace of God, which passeth all
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understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” Or again, 
at John 14:27, and there I read, “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled neither let 
it be afraid.” Here, if you please, are some 
of the quiet rooms in the House of Christ
mas. Storms may howl without, but with
in these walls, in the sure keeping of the 
faithful God, dwells the Christian soul.

Chaplain Brink, in his simple, stirring 
book And God Was There, tells a tale that 
rivets my point. It concerns a youthful 
soldier who drove an armored scout car 
during the hectic days of the Tunisian 
campaign. Needing spiritual help, he came 
to the chaplain and unburdened his heart. 
Somehow he missed the point of contact 
with Christ, and so went away still carry
ing his burden. Then one day, when his 
platoon had come from a practice run dur
ing gunnery drill, he came across the field 
to the chaplain. There was a new smile 
on his face. “Everything,” said he, with a 
quiet assurance in his voice, “ everything is 
going to be all right.”  Then he went on: 
“ It’s queer, Chaplain, but as I sat there 
behind the wheel during gunnery practice, 
I felt like praying. And in spite o f all 
the noise God heard me this time. I know, 
because I felt I could hear Him answer 
me.”

“ In spite of all the noise, God heard me!” 
That is the testimony you get from the lips 
of a man who, in the midst of war’s deaf
ening din, crossed the serene threshold of 
the House of Christmas. Who will follow 
him?

IV.
And then, the House of Christmas is a 

Spacious House. Its simplicity appeals to 
us. Its songs allure us. Its serenity at
tracts us. But w e want to know: is there 
room for all of us?

The answer is a great big global “Yes.” 
This is the house with room for every
one. We might guess it from the represen
tative character of those who came to the 
cradle and the house of the Christ child. 
The simple shepherds from the hillsides 
and the learned scholars from the east— 
both found the open door to God’s heart 
of love and grace.

But lest our guesses should not be 
enough, the dear God sent an angel to tell 
us plainly how wide is the welcoming 
portal of the redemption Christ brought 
down to man: “Behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
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people.” '“To all people!”  It fits in per
fectly with the Golden Text of the Bible, 
doesn’t it? “God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son! “So loved 
the world!”

We live in an age tliat is devilishly in
fected with exclusivisms. The Nazis want 
to exclude the Jews. The Communists 
want to exclude the capitalists. The whites 
want to exclude the Negroes. The result is 
that our world is ridden and riddled with 
class-strife, with nationalistic bigotry, with 
racial rivalry, with caste-pride and min
ority tensions.

God be thanked that in such a worried, 
harried world there is one love big enough 
to include all souls, and it is God’s. There 
is one message universal enough to reach 
all nations, and it is the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. There is one institution that is in
clusive enough for all kinds and conditions 
of men, and it is the Church of our Saviour.

When Henry Ward Beecher died, Ply
mouth Church in Brooklyn sent to England 
for a successor. He was Dr. Charles Berry. 
There was a time in Berry’s early ministry 
when he preached a very thin gospel, which 
was really no gospel at all. He looked upon 
Jesus as a noble teacher but not as a di
vine Redeemer.

Late one night, during his first pas
torate, as he sat cozily in his study, there 
came a knock, He opened the door. There 
stood a typical Lancashire girl, with a shawl 
over her head and clogs on her feet.

“Are you a minister?” she asked.
Getting an affirmative answer, she went 

on somewhat breathlessly, “You must come 
with me quickly; I want you to get my 
mother in.”

Thinking that it was a case of some 
drunken mother out in the street, Berry 
said, “Why, you must go and get a police
man.”

“No,” said the girl. “My mother is dy
ing and you must come with me and get 
her in—to heaven.”

Berry dressed and went with her, a 
journey of a mile and a half through the 
lonely streets o f the early morning. The 
poor girl kept urging him to go faster: 
“My dear mother is dying you know!”

The house proved to be a place of vice— 
downstairs, drinking and rowdy singing; 
upstairs, a soul about to pass into eternity.

Berry knelt at the woman’s side, and be
gan telling her of how good and kind Jesus 
was and that He showed us how to live.

There was a moment or two o f that, and 
the desperate woman cut him off: “Mis
ter,” she cried, “ that’s no use for the likes 
of me. I am a sinner. I have lived my 
life. Can’t you tell me of someone who 
can have mercy upon me and save my poor 
soul?”

“I stood there,” said Dr. Berry, “ in the 
presence of the dying woman and I had 
nothing to tell her. In the midst of sin 
and death I had no message and was up 
against it. And in order to bring some
thing to that dying woman I jumped back 
to my mother’s knee, to my cradle faith, 
and told her the story of the Cross and 
the Christ who was able to save to the ut
termost.”

The tears began running over the cheeks 
of the eager woman. “Now you are getting 
at it,” she said. “Now you are helping 
me.

And Dr. Berry, concluding the story says, 
“ I got her in and, blessed be God, I got in 
myself.”

Could anything be more beautiful than 
that? A  woman of bad repute and a 
young clergyman of self-righteous spirit 
both going in together through the open 
door of the House of Christmas! For over 
that door, spacious and splendid, is heaven’s 
welcome and Christ’s signature: “Whoso
ever will, let him come!”

Who comes—now—this Christmas morn
ing?

« « « « « « « « « • » » » » » » » » »

Doubt and Faith
DOUBT sees the obstacles—

FAITH sees the way!

DOUBT sees the darkest night—
FAITH sees the day!

DOUBT dreads to take a step—
FAITH soars on high!

DOUBT questions, “Who believes?”
FAITH answers, “ I.”—Gospel Banner.
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The Deeper Meaning of Christmas

A. B. Simpson (written in 1890)

THE most wonderful of all the thoughts 
of thig happy season must ever be that 

transcendent “mystery of godliness”  that 
“ God was manifest in the flesh.” The un
ion of Deity with humanity, the everlasting 
kinship which the Creator has given to 
the creature, must be the wonder of angels 
and the glory of saints as oft as the ages 
may bring the memorial of the Incarna
tion. To us it is as wonderful as ever, 
notwithstanding the many times it has been 
called to our attention.

To many of us it has grown into a still 
greater truth through the actual union 
of God through our bodies and spirits in 
the deep and heavenly fellowship of a con
secrated Christian life. There comes a sec
ond Christmas to the heart when Jesus 
Christ is formed within us, a living person
ality, our life, strength, and hope of glory. 
All hail indeed to those to whom this year 
has brought that happy visitation! Only 
as a babe has He come, but He is the 
Wonderful and the Mighty God.

Nor are we left without a light as vivid 
on the hope of His second coming in con
nection with the Christmas message. The 
Star of Bethlehem points forward with 
brightening ray to the Bright and Morning 
Star, which is soon to dawn upon the dark 
night of earth and time. And as to the 
few  who watched of old that Star appeared 
while the careless world knew not of its 
shining, so they alone who look for Him 
shall behold its beams when it heralds His 
glorious return. May this Christmas find 
us hastening unto that bright day, ready 
with garments white and lamps burning to 
go forth to meet the Bridegroom!

While to all this season is one of hope 
and joy, it is especially so to those who 
see in it, in the light of their deeper ex
perience, not only the Saviour, but the in
dwelling Sanctifier, the Healer, and the 
glorious coming King.

But above all the phases of truth, let us 
ever hold pre-eminent the Person of Christ 
himself, who is the sum and substance of 
all that makes this day so dear. It was 
not the star, the shepherds, the angels, the 
magi, the gold and frankincense, or myrrh, 
that made the glad and glorious occasion 
o f the first Christmas; it was the Babe. And 
so let us not lose the Christ in the crowd
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of accompaniments which usher in His 
birthday. Let our chief joy  be His presence 
and communion, and our chief desire to 
make His heart glad with our devotion 
and love.

What is this Christmas going to be to 
Christ? What is Christ going to be to us 
this Christmastide? Surely the highest 
message of the Christmastide is unselfish
ness! It was unto Him the gifts of old* 
were brought. Shall ours be laid at His 
blessed and worthy feet? God forgive us 
that so often the time which above all 
others should make us Christlike is the 
most selfish and worldly of all the year. 
And God help us all to be so clothed with 
His simplicity, humility, and love that the 
world shall behold in us the ceaseless in
carnation of the heavenly beauty of the 
Babe of Bethlehem.

The three names given to our Saviour at 
His birth are expressive of the three great
est truths of Christianity.

Emmanuel, or “God with us,” tells the 
story of the incarnation and the visitation 
of heavenly love.

Jesus may be translated “God for us,” 
for it signifies the One who saves. This is 
the story of redemption consummated on 
Calvary.

But there is a third name, Christ, “The 
Anointed One,” and it has a deeper, higher 
significance, “ God in us.” It speaks of the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, the union of the 
eternal God with human hearts and bodies, 
the full salvation completed at Pentecost 
and consummated when the heart is united 
to the Saviour.

The first takes us back to the Star of 
Bethlehem; the second, to the Cross of Cal
vary; and the third has its expression and 
symbols in the heavenly Dove, the cloven 
tongues, and the signet ring which stamps 
the heart with the seal of God and sets 
apart the body as the temple of the Holy 
Ghost. Oh, that each of us may know this 
deeper meaning of Christmas!—The Alli
ance W eekly.

Christ outlasted the empire which cru
cified Him nineteen centuries ago. He 
will outlast the dictators who defy him 
now.—R. W. Sockman.
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The Star o f  Bethlehem
G. W. Ridout

I.

THE Methodists in the old-time revival 
days sang a hymn in which the fo l

lowing lines occurred:

Once on the raging seas I rode:
The storm was loud, the night was dark, 

The ocean yawned, and rudely blowed 
The wind that tossed my foundering bark.

Deep horror then m y vitals froze;
Death-struck I ceased the tide to stem, 

When suddenly a star arose;
It was the star of Bethlehem.

It was my guide, m y light, my all;
It bade m y dark forebodings cease,

And through the storm and danger’s pall 
It led me to the port of peace.

Now safely moored, my perils o’er,
I’ll sing, first in night’s diadem.

Forever and forevermore,
The Star, the Star of Bethlehem!

This was the way our forefathers gave 
testimony to saving grace and to converting 
power. Salvation to them was a real ex
perience. It was preceded by a powerful 
conviction.

Bunyan, when under conviction, said, 
“Oh, one sentence of scripture did more to 
afflict and terrify my mind; I mean those 
sentences that stood against me, more I 
say than an army of forty thousand men 
that might come against me. Woe be to 
him against whom the Scriptures bend 
themselves.”

The Star of Bethlehem leads the troubled 
soul “afflicted and terrified” as Bunyan 
puts it, to the haven of rest and peace.

II.
The Star of Bethlehem led the shepherds 

right on to the place of the manger where 
the Christ child lay. They said, “Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem and see this 
thing which is come to pass which the Lord 
hath made known to us.”

In these days when the enemy has come 
in like a flood and everywhere there is 
confusion and discord and disregard for 
sacred things and in the churches there are 
many wrongs, we need the guiding Star of

Bethlehem. Let us, then, like the shep
herds go back to Bethlehem.

1. To humble our pride. Christ was bom  
the lowly one among the lowly. Great men 
and great movements have had lowly births. 
American Methodism was born in a sail 
loft in New York. Our greatest President, 
Abraham Lincoln, was born in a log cabin.

2. To learn doctrine.
There is associated with our Christmas 

celebration a body of doctrine of the most 
vital and imperative significance. It be
comes us not to fritter away such an event 
with mere socialities and trivialities, but 
rather to strive to enter into the deeper 
realities of the first Advent. Chief among 
the great doctrines of Christmas is the In
carnation.

This has been defined as, “The act of 
clothing with flesh or the state of being 
so clothed. The act of taking or being 
manifested in a human body and nature.” 
Theologically it is viewed as, “The Union of 
the Second Person of the Godhead with 
mankind in Christ.”

Some years ago there was discovered in 
Australia an opal weighing two hundred 
and fifty carats. It is one of the largest 
opals ever seen, but one of its particular 
beauties is that it displays all o f the colors 
of the rainbow. In Christ dwelleth all the 
fullness o f the Godhead, and He reflects 
in His person and character all the at
tributes of the Godhead. All the beauty 
and power and glory of the Divine resides 
in Him. Milton sang of Christ thus:

Beyond compare the Son of God was seen  
Most glorious; in Him all His Father shone 
Substantially expressed; and in His face 
Divine compassion visibly appeared,
Love without end and without measure 

grace.

III.
The Star of Bethlehem conducted the 

shepherds to the very place where the 
Christ child lay. They made no mistake in 
following its magic light. This is the thing 
so much needed in these confusing days. 
The war is over but the nations everywhere 
are in trouble, no peace, nothing settled, 
everything in a turmoil. Who will bring 
us out? From a Texas paper w e gather 
the following—it is very suggestive:
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“Philosophy says, "Think your way out’ ; 
Repeal says, ‘Drink your way out’ : Politics 
says, ‘Legislate your way out’; Science 
says, ‘Invent your way out’; Militarism 
says, ‘Fight your way out’; the Bible says, 
‘Pray your way out,’ for Jesus says, ‘I am 
the Way out.’ ”

In Brazil there was a river that the In
dians called, “The River of Doubt.” Every
thing was uncertain about that river. It was 
shrouded with mystery. Spiritually speak
ing teeming multitudes have embarked 
upon the River of Doubt. Our country is 
full of unbelief—faith has died out and 
doubt is everywhere. Christ is the only 
way out!

A  great lawyer in New York was broken 
in health, strength gone, nerves gone. D oc
tors gave him all kinds of advice but noth
ing helped him. One night he passed Dr. 
Simpson’s Tabernacle where the sign said, 
“Jesus saves.” He went in and heard the 
gospel o f saving grace, he got, in addition 
to salvation, his health back; he found in 
Christ the way out. He afterwards became 
a great writer on Bible subjects.

IV.
The Star of Bethlehem led the shepherds 

to a discovery, a revelation and to a new 
experience, they returned glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen.

It was an occasion of holy emotion. John 
Calvin said, “The gospel awakens power
ful emotions.”

Without Christmas w e would lose the 
power of a great emotion. Benjamin Kidd, 
the eminent sociologist, tells us in his Sci
ence of Pow er that civilization owes its 
growth more to emotion than to any other 
human factor. Matthew Arnold says that 
religion is morality touched by emotion. 
It is a singular fact that the men who have 
moved the times and ages most have been 
great emotionalists. John the Baptist,

Paul the Apostle, John Knox, the Wesleys 
and Whitefield, William Booth—all were 
great emotionalists. Think of the religious 
emotions that were stirred up by the In
carnation of our Lord. Christmas is one 
of the most joyous festivals of the church 
year and the coming of Jesus to save his 
people from their sins was one of the 
greatest events in all history.

The Incarnation marked an epoch in hu
man thought and a distinct crisis in the 
history of Redemption. Christ brought a 
touch upon human history such as no other 
being ever did: He touched “ the slave, and 
his shackles fell off; he touched the weak, 
and they became too strong to be oppressed; 
he touched the home, and it became a 
bower of delight; he touched the cradle, 
and childhood became sacred; he touched 
music, and it became pure and sweet; art, 
and the canvas took on lustrous beauty; 
architecture, and it became worthy o f 
man’s worship.” He lent man a new heart, 
and the publican rose up with the dignity 
of a king. He taught man the law of love, 
and that law brought order into society and 
the realm of morals, as Newton’s law of 
gravity brought law and harmony into the 
realm of matter.—The Pentecostal Herald.

Acquaintance with God

Remember that acquaintance with God 
can come through no casual introduction. 
Calling on God in the morning and leav
ing your visiting card of devotion, but hav
ing no care as to whether you find Him 
at home and really catch sight of His face; 
talking to God through an interpreter— 
through the minister, or the sacraments, or 
the hymn book—but knowing nothing of 
real and intimate personal conversation 
with Him—this is not acquaintance with 
God.—A . J. G o r d o n .

« « « « « « « « « • » » » » » » » » »

How to Express Christianity
In the home—by love and unselfishness.
In business—by honesty and diligence.
In society—by purity, courtesy and humility.
Toward the unfortunate—by sympathy and mercy.
Toward the weak—by helpfulness and patience.
Toward the wicked—by overcoming evil, without compromise. 
Toward the strong—by trust and co-operation with good. 
Toward non-Christians—by witnessing to Christ and His gospel. 
Toward the penitent—by forgiveness and restoration.
Toward the fortunate—by rejoicing with them without envy. 
Toward God—by reverence, love and obedience.

—The War Cry
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament
Ralph Earle 

Matthew
A  S e a q u a k e

IN the eighth chapter of Matthew and the 
twenty-fourth verse a strong word is 

used to describe the “tempest” on the Lake 
of Galilee. (To those who lived on its 
shores it was considered a “sea” ; it is only 
about fourteen miles long and six or seven 
miles w ide). This word used by Matthew 
is seismos, from which we get seismology, 
the study of earthquakes, and seismograph, 
the instrument for measuring the severity 
o f earth tremors.

The word literally means “a shaking.” 
But everywhere else in the New Testament, 
and commonly in Greek literature, it means 
“earthquake.” Since it is used here to 
describe a violent shaking of water we 
have coined the term “seaquake.”

In the parallel passages in Mark (4:37) 
and Luke (8:23) we find a different word, 
lailaps, or whirlwind. This suggests the 
source of the “seaquake.”  It was due to 
the downrush of violent gusts of wind, 
which churned the water into an angry 
monster reaching out wet hands to seize its 
helpless victims and drag them down to a 
watery grave.

The explanation of these sudden, violent 
storms is to be found in the topography of 
the Lake of Galilee. The surface of the 
lake is nearly seven hundred feet below 
sea level. Bordering the lake are hills and 
mountains, especially on the east side. The 
gullies and gorges connected with these hills 
act as funnels, down which the cold winds 
of the mountains rush with terrific force.

Probably Matthew employed the term 
seismos mainly to emphasize the sudden
ness of these storms. Just as an earthquake 
comes with no warning, so these storms on 
the Lake of Galilee often catch the boat
men unawares, breaking abruptly beneath 
a clear sky.

G a d a r e n e?  G e r a s e n e ?  G er ge sen e?

In a previous article in T h e  P r e a c h e r ’ s 
M a g a z in e  ( “The New Version,” May-June, 
1946) we pointed out the fact that trans
lators today have a more accurate Greek 
text to use than did the makers of the 
King James Version in 1611. Then the 
earliest available Greek manuscripts of the 
New Testament were from the ninth cen

tury and later. Now we have a great multi
plicity of manuscripts, reaching back to the 
third and fourth centuries. Obviously we 
have a more satisfactory Greek text as the 
basis of our study and translation.

In the accounts of the healing of the Ga
darene demoniac w e find an interesting il
lustration of the variant readings in the dif
ferent Greek manuscripts. This particular 
case is a good example of two things that 
should be kept in mind: First, the impor
tance of textual criticism for accuracy in 
handling the text of the New Testament; 
second, the very little effect which the 
variant readings have in relation to vital 
matters in God’s Word.

Let us first look at the facts in this in
stance. The King James reads Gergesenes 
in Matthew (8:28), Gadarenes in Mark 
(5:1) and Luke (8:26). Both the American 
Standard Version (1901) and the Revised 
Standard Version (1946) follow the best 
Greek text in reading Gadarenes in Mat
thew and Gerasenes in Mark and Luke.

The truth is that all three readings are 
found in all three places in the different 
Greek manuscripts. It is evident that con
fusion arose on this point at a very early 
date.

There is a geographical, as well as a tex
tual, problem here. Gadara is a city some 
half a dozen miles southeast of the Lake 
of Galilee. Gerasa in the Decapolis is about 
thirty-six miles away. Because of this, 
George Adam Smith rejected the reading 
Gerasa as “ impossible.”  But his difficulty 
is the result of identifying Khersa as Ger- 
gesa. When it is identified as Gerasa, the 
difficulty vanishes.

Khersa is the name given to the ruins 
of a village on the east shore of the lake. 
These ruins were discovered by Thomson 
and are described by him (The Land and 
the Book, II, 353ff) . He identified it as 
Gergesa. But the most acceptable solution 
to modern scholarship makes this the Ger
asa of Mark and Luke. Both Thomson and 
George Adam Smith (Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land, 458 f.) point out the fact 
that this is the one place on the eastern 
shore which best fits the narratives, since 
here alone the cliffs come so close to the
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edge of the lake as to fit the description of 
the drowning of the swine.

How, then, are we to account for the 
“ Gadara” of Matthew. The answer seems 
to be that since Gadara was the largest city 
in that general section, this district east of 
the lake could properly be referred to as 
“ the country of the Gadarenes.”

To some, all this discussion may seem 
utterly valueless. But the careful student 
of the Bible wishes to get his biblical data 
as straight as possible.

T h e  C u s t o m  H o u se  

Jesus made an important addition to His 
apostolic circle when He called Matthew, 
the tax collector. The King James Version 
says He found Matthew sitting at the “re
ceipt of custom.”

The same Greek word, telonion, occurs in 
all three Synoptics (Matt. 9:9; Mk. 2:14; 
Lk. 5:27). It means “ toll-house, place of 
toll, tax-office” (Thayer).

It is interesting to note the different 
renderings of this word in the modern ver
sions. Moffatt has “ tax-office.” Weymouth 
reads “ Toll Office.” Goodspeed calls it the 
“ tollhouse.” Dr. Godbey has simply “ the 
toll.” The American Standard Version reads 
“ the place of toll,” while the Revised Stand
ard Version has “ the tax office.”

Whatever translation we adopt, the mean
ing is rather clear. Matthew was probably 
not only collecting the regular taxes from 
property owners-—including a levy on the 
produce of farms, orchards and vineyards— 
but also collecting customs, or toll. This 
would be demanded of those bringing fish 
into Capernaum. So that we may think 
of Matthew’s office as being located on or 
near the fish piers. It would also be levied 
on caravans passing along the great road 
from Damascus to Egypt and the West. 
Capernaum, located at the northwest corn
er of the Lake of Galilee, was a busy com
mercial center in Jesus’ day. It was here 
that the crowds thronged around Jesus to 
hear His words and feel His healing touch. 
And here Jesus called a business man to 
leave the employ of the Roman Empire and 
accept service in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
No wonder that Matthew’s favorite word is 
“kingdom” and his favorite phrase “ the 
kingdom of heaven.” He was kingdom
conscious, and he knew full well that his 
call by the Master of men was not a de
motion but a promotion.

Matthew’s first act after forsaking his 
business to follow  Jesus was to give a large 
feast in his home in honor of his new em
ployer. W e are told that Jesus “sat at 
meat” in Matthew’s house (9:10). The
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Greek word is anakeimenon and means “re
clining at the table.”

Medieval paintings of The Last Supper, 
such as the famous one by Leonardo da 
Vinci, are all anachronistic. They show 
Jesus and His disciples seated around a 
table in typically modern fashion. But 
the Jews and Romans of Jesus’ day reclined 
on couches while eating, resting their weight 
on their left elbow and eating with their 
right hand. This explains how a woman 
could slip into the dining room and anoint 
Jesus’ feet—which would be on the outer 
edge of the couch—and also how the be
loved disciple could be leaning on Jesus’ 
bosom at the last supper.

While we are speaking of anachronisms 
in interpreting the Bible we might mention 
an especially interesting one.- The King 
James Version in Matthew 5:15 reads: 
“Neither do men light a candle and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick.” The 
American Revised Version, in common with 
all modern translations, changes “ candle” 
to “lamp” and “candlestick” to “stand.”

Now why the mistake in the King James? 
Simply because the translators of 1611 were 
acquainted with candles as the one method 
of lighting the home. Naturally, they sup
posed that in biblical times candles were 
used. So they “modernized” lamps to 
candles!

Actually, w e now have abundant evidence 
of the use of lamps, not candles, in Jesus’ 
day. Archaeologists have dug up hun
dreds of these little lamps which were in 
common use at that time. They were made 
of clay and had a little hole through which 
protruded the wick. The only thing they 
lacked was a glass globe! One may see 
photographs of several types of these lamps 
in that excellent recent work, Encyclopedia 
of Bible Life, by Madeleine S. Miller and 
J. Lane Miller (opposite page 87; descrip
tion on pages 107 and 108). The preacher 
who doesn’t possess a copy of this inter
esting, informative book is missing some
thing valuable. It is well worth the price 
o f $4.95 (order from the Publishing House).

We close this article with the notice of 
another rendering in the King James Ver
sion which conveys the wrong picture to 
the mind of the modern reader. In Mat
thew 9:17 we read: “Neither do men put 
new wine into old bottles: else the bottles 
break, and the wine runneth eut, and the 
bottles perish: but they put new wine 
into new bottles, and both are preserved.” 
This is apt to conjure up before our minds 
the picture of wine being poured into glass
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bottles, and we wonder how they break 
instead of the cover coming off.

The inhabitants of Palestine still follow 
the custom of Jesus’ day in using wine
skins. Old wine-skins have lost all their 
stretch and when new wine is put into 
thehi the fermentation causes the skins to 
burst open. Goats’ hides were usually em
ployed as containers for wine.

It is interesting to note in this connection 
that our word “bottle” originally meant a 
bottle of leather, as Vincent points out in 
his Word Studies (I, 55). He calls atten
tion to the Spanish word bota, which means 
“leather bottle.” Spanish people still bring 
wine to market in pig-skins. But in Pal
estine goat-skins are used, with the smooth 
side of the skin turned outward.

It will readily be seen that the careful 
expositor of the New Testament can make 
helpful use of both the original Greek -and 
the discoveries of archaeology to make more 
accurate and vivid his knowledge of God’s 
Word.

The Miracle Book

I WISH to tell about a miracle Book 
which is called the Bible. Is it not a 

miracle to be told how one had his be
ginning, what is wrong with one, how one 
can be made right, and what one’s future 
destiny is? Well, this Book answers these 
vital questions.

This is a miracle Book because events 
were foretold long before they came to pass. 
Many incidents that transpired in the life 
o f Jesus were foretold hundreds of years 
before. It is also a miracle Book because 
it tells of supernatural happenings. These 
supercede the laws of nature. The sun 
stood still for a day for the benefit of Josh
ua. Recently a scientist discovered a miss
ing day that was traced back to Joshua’s 
time.

This is a miracle Book because of the 
transformation it brings to lives. Drunk
ards and criminals have become respected 
citizens through its miracle working power. 
Idol-bowing, blood-thirsty heathen have

been changed to God-loving, peaceful peo
ple by its message. In its wake enlight
enment and prosperity have come. Queen 
Victoria had such a prosperous and glori
ous reign that a prince of another country 
came to inquire the reason for her success. 
The queen told him that the secret of Eng
land’s greatness was the Bible.

This is a miracle Book because it meets 
the deepest needs o f the soul. One time 
I was in deep distress. I started to pray 
and my mind was directed to the Bible. 
I took it and opened it to a certain page. 
There my eyes fell upon the very words 
that met my need. It was indeed a promise 
most precious. The sweet assurance came 
to me that these words were from God, 
himself, to satisfy my troubled soul. Joy 
took the place o f distress. How dear the 
Word of God was to me then.

The words o f this miracle Book renew 
faith, rekindle hope, implant courage, a -  
rouse zeal, give true wisdom, inspire love,, 
and comfort the brokenhearted. A  great 
missionary said that America had the hand
kerchief, the Bible, which could wipe the 
tears from suffering peoples.

Last of all, this is a miracle Book because 
of its marvelous preservation through the 
ages. Attempts were made to burn every 
copy, but it survived. Voltaire, the French 
infidel, predicted that the Bible would soon 
be out of use, but after his death his print
ing press, which had printed infidel litera
ture, was used to print Bibles. His home 
was stacked high with Bibles.

Yes, this book which explains the mys
teries of life, which foretells truthfully 
future events, which gives account of the 
supernatural, which transforms lives, which 
meets the deepest needs of the soul, and 
which has been marvelously preserved is 
indeed a miracle Book. It can work a 
miracle in your life if you make it your 
own.

Word of the everlasting God,
Will of His glorious Son;

Without thee how could earth be trod, 
Or heaven itself be won?

— H a t t ie  L a u g h b a u m , in Gospel Banner.

« « « « « « « « « • » » » » » » » » »

The Greatest Discovery

Sir James Young Simpson, the discoverer of chloroform, was 
once asked by an interviewer, “Sir James, what do you consider the 
greatest discovery you ever made?”  He promptly responded, “ The 
discovery that I have a Saviour.”

16 (356) The Preacher'* Magazine



“Ideals in Preaching and Preacher” 

L. A. Reed

A  CERTAIN writer, in commenting upon 
his college experiences, said that he 

did not remember in all of his four years as 
a college student of hearing more than 
four sermons that “lifted his moral tone 
or quickened his spiritual life.” Now surely 
this was not due entirely to the academic 
attitude of the young man in question. We 
are inclined to believe that it was due to 
a certain lack in the chaplains or the min
isters themselves.

We do not disparage intellectual ener
gies, but w e do wish to place in the fore
front of our message to you that the first 
and highest ideal in preaching is not an in
tellectual one. It is the “dynamic effici
ency”  of the heart, a passion, an outflow 
upon our hearers of an “infinite affection.” 
In making truth effective in the individual 
life, w e must not let the brain crowd out 
the heart; we must not under emphasize 
the “ cultivated affection.” The liberal ex 
ercise of our affectional, emotional faculties 
is very essential in rendering our intellec
tual attainments capable of the best and 
greatest results. A  man may be very bril
liant or he may not, but if he is a man 
with a “heart,” then to get close to him is 
like being sheltered by the south side of 
a house in the wintertime. Warmth of af
fection is “ letting the sunshine feel us.” 
Nowadays brain seems to count more than 
the heart; it may win more applause, draw 
a larger salary, but it doesn’t win more 
men. The intellectual seems to be afraid 
o f emotion. We are constantly cautioned 
“not to let our feelings run away with us.” 
We want to be sure that conclusions have 
been reached in “cold blood” ; exuberance 
seems to be in a bad light.

However, a man might spend much men
tal energy upon matters of Christian truth 
and not be moved by the truth itself; he 
may not even be touched or quickened. 
Intellectual activity upon religious themes 
is not religion. As Parkhurst said in one 
of his Yale University lectures, “An ox 
can devour the painting accidentally left 
upon the easel in the pasture where he is 
grazing without becoming himself aesthetic.” 
Intellectual matters o f theological moment 
may be calculatingly handled with unflag
ging interest, and yet there may be no stir

ring of those deeper realms of the human 
spirit.

But over three millenniums ago Solomon 
said, “Keep thy heart . . . .  for out of it 
are the issues of life.”  The fact of the heat 
and energy power of the sun in the material 
universe is an unspoken divine rebuke to 
cold-bloodedness. Just as nature came out 
of a hot mold, so every thought which 
has made history began with a passion. 
Christianity began with a passion, “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever
lasting life.” Redemption is not the product 
of an intellect; it is the product of a heart 
of love. The gospel machinery today is 
not being driven by “dry ice” but by the 
passion of love, derived from Him who is 
Love.

The impassioned ministers are the ones 
who have made history. They are the 
ones who have started the revival periods. 
These fires of Christian devotion have been 
burning through the centuries since Christ. 
Sometimes it seems as though they almost 
die out, and ministers begin to preach poli
tical economy and everything else from 
their pulpits, but there is always a rem
nant who still love God and who are will
ing to pour out their souls for the salvation 
o f humanity; these set new fires and carry 
on until again the fires of holy passion 
burn anew in the pulpit and become trans
ferred to the hearts in the pew. Love is 
not merely a sentiment cherished alone by 
the one who loves, but it is a kind of an 
element passing from the one who loves to 
the object of that love. Interpreted in the 
light of divine love, in the light of the af
fection of the shepherd for his sheep, we 
can observe why the loving minister, with 
a deep desire for the welfare and spiritual 
well-being of his flock, will be filled with 
almost a paternal affection for those who 
sit before him, looking to him not only 
for spiritual sustenance, but possibly for 
guidance to salvation itself.

So I am urging every preacher who reads 
these lines to investigate your own soul, 
and see if love is the motivating force of 
your ministry. Is it an intuition as well as 
a force? Does it give vision as well as 
heat? Love, as well as being a radiance
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and a thermal force is also an unhindered 
intuition that travels the four quadrants 
and places its arms around the world. Even 
St. Paul, with all of his intellectual at
tainments, had to admit that “ the greatest 
o f these is love.” Let it be “without dis
simulation” in your ministry; let it be at 
the heart and in the background of all your 
attitudes and motives; let it be that silent, 
feeling force which wins and saves and 
blesses. This is the ideal of all ideals of 
the ministry, an impelling love.

Ifc
The second ideal in preaching is related 

to content. There are three things which 
go to determine the question of what the 
preacher is to talk about in his ministry; 
namely, his office, his commission, and his 
aim.

In God’s Word the preacher is called a 
herald, a proclaimer, an ambassador, a 
public messenger. Now I want you to no
tice that the herald never creates his mes
sage. He is the conveyor o f a message 
from the one who sends him forth; he is 
the medium. He is called upon to explain 
this message, and to give its true meaning, 
but nowhere can one find authority to 
“add to” or “ take from” this marvelous 
message with which he has been entrusted. 
He represents God as the ambassador. He 
has his instructions; he loses his office if 
he goes beyond or fails to approach his 
government’s wishes. Such is the office of 
the preacher.

What the W oid of God authorizes him to 
preach, that and that alone he is to preach. 
There is great sufficiency in the realm of 
the Word of God. There is no want that 
it cannot meet; no burden it cannot lighten 
or help to bear or take away; no sin but 
what it furnishes an atonement; no sor
row it cannot heal. It is sufficient to cut 
clear through the “Pharisaic refuge of lies.” 
The preacher does not need to unduly 
spiritualize it; he does not need to run 
riot with novel interpretations; he does not 
need to accommodate it to his fancy; he 
does not need to make shifts and twists to 
manufacture a message for his times. As 
Johnson says, “There is not a kind of man, 
or a state of heart, or a twist of conscience, 
or a sophistry of reason, or a pride of in
tellect, or a lust of the flesh, or a hell of 
hate, or a rottenness of social condition to 
which the subject matter of Holy Scripture 
has not made successful appeal.”

Not only is the ideal expressed in his 
office, but also in his commission. The 
command is “Go ye.”  Every commissioned
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preacher has his instructions. They are 
to go everywhere and “preach the gospel 
to every creature,” and the sanction of that 
commission is, “Lo, I am with you alway.” 
In the early church they took this com 
mand literally, and whole cities came to 
hear the Word. Thousands were won to 
Christ. It was this living and active dy
namic expressed in their active com
mission which caused the work to “mightily 
grow” and the Word to “prevail.” This 
gospel is still “ the power of God unto sal
vation to every one that believeth.” So in 
this commission we see the preacher her
alding the gospel as a salvation from sin 
and death, the center and soul of which 
is the Lord Jesus Christ, whose rectifica
tions go to the very roots of one’s char
acter, and whose issues are from everlasting 
to everlasting.

The third of the three things that go 
to settle the question as to what the preach
er shall talk about is his aim. This aim 
is perfect manhood in Christ Jesus. His 
job  is to search and find his man and build 
him up in Christ. Many elements have 
been working on man for centuries, but 
they have been unable to change him. The 
influence of science, art, and other cultures 
might make out of man a paragon of polite 
breeding, but it cannot take his sin away 
nor free him from just one guilty stain; 
it cannot take away sin’s pollution or re
lease him from its power; it cannot in the 
slightest degree lessen by one day or one 
moment his sentence to sin’s ultimate doom 
and eternal loss. So, in his office, in his 
commission, and in his aim, the Word must 
be paramount; if it is, then he approaches 
an ideal in his ministry.

m.
Further, the preacher should aim to de

velop a personality ideal through which 
the Holy Spirit might work. We hear much 
these days about the art o f pastoral coun
seling, which, indeed, is an important fea
ture of pastoral work. Newer terminology 
states it as “pastoral care.” It is an im
portant phase of the minister’s work be
cause one-third of his time is spent with 
people outside of his household. There are 
many surface elements which should be 
superficially considered before we enter 
the personality sphere.

A  minister should always be dressed so 
that he can meet people and not be em
barrassed. Many times he will be unable 
to wear fine clothes, but he can always 
be neat. A  good wife will see to that. 
You never can win a man with “gravy 
on your vest.” Even though he may not
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be a large man—and we will admit that 
there is an advantageous psychology to 
size—yet his bearing can be such that 
through erectness and proper carriage, he 
can demand the confidence of those with 
whom he comes in contact. Also, he must 
be cheerful and pleasant without being 
cheap and tawdry. He should be able to 
conduct a conversation, yet above all, be 
an excellent listener; because in personal 
contacts he should listen seventy-five per 
cent of the time involved. With these few 
surface considerations, we pass to the more 
important consideration of the preacher’s' 
personality.

Many times I have heard a preacher ex 
cuse his weaknesses by saying, “Well, that 
is just me. I am made that way, and I 
cannot help it.” That is a weak statement. 
I speak from experience. That is the path 
of least resistance. There is no changing 
element in such an attitude nor is there 
any opportunity for improvement. The 
minister must be constantly changing his 
personality for the better. When he dis
covers a weakness, then he must remedy 
that weakness or suffer irreparable loss. 
People tolerate many things in public men, 
but they tolerate less in a minister than in 
any other public character; they make very 
little public statement, but they quietly 
seek another pastor—they hunt for his suc
cessor. A  preacher must develop poise 
and balance, and, then, this supported by 
deep spirituality will be a force for the 
betterment of his parishioners which will be 
lasting and permanent.

As pastor, you must develop an attitude 
that is never surprise. Many times peo
ple will come to you with problems that 
are shocking, but you must be under con
trol in order to help them. No doubt they 
are emotionally stirred over their problem, 
but you must be under emotional control. 
When they state their problem, merely say, 
“Yes?—Well, let us sit down and you tell 
me all about it.” As a counselor you must 
place your counsellee at ease in your pres
ence. We might insert here that the home 
is a sacred precinct that the pastor should 
visit. The pastor is interested in people 
first, and in their problems second. Ex
perience has taught the writer that if you 
go to them first, then they will come to 
you; but if people never come to you for 
help then you are suffering the tragedy of 
missed opportunities. One call in the home, 
someone has said, is worth three in your 
office.

It is very imperative that you keep your 
advice and opinions in the background, un
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expressed if at all possible. When some
one asks you for advice, that is generally 
camouflage. There is a problem to be 
solved, and they want your solution with
out the statement of the problem. Let 
us remember that nearly all of our pas
toral relationships with people are in the 
realm of the emotional rather than the in
tellectual; hence a pastor’s presence, in
terest, faith, and love are more helpful than 
his opinions. Anyway, our task is to help 
the individual to come to and make his 
own decisions, and our part in that is 
merely to guide and assist, not furnish the 
decision. Do not be in a hurry. Fellow
ship is the basis for all confidence and 
this is not produced in an hour. Get the 
“long view” as you deal with people. Do 
not be persistent; time cannot be hurried. 
Take two or three periods (brief—not more 
than an hour each, or less) to assist the 
burdened one to reach a level of content
ment.

In all of these considerations the pastor’s 
personality will be quite a deciding factor 
in the success of his task. If he is gruff 
and uncouth, he will drive people from 
him. Only he can change himself, and this 
by tremendous self-discipline. A  pastor can 
become so wanted that he will be de
manded. It all depends upon what type of 
personality he makes of himself. He has 
to be all things to all men. He will be 
compelled to consider the greatest variety 
of problems of any professional man—at
torneys not excluded. He must develop 
a spirit of sympathy which is far deeper 
than sympathy. He will face bereavements, 
sickness and suffering, marital disagree
ments, sex problems in both married and 
unmarried, divided homes, parental laxity, 
juvenile delinquency, prison, jail and court 
scenes, church problems with thwarted am
bitions and jealousies to be taken care of, 
youth problems of vocational guidance and 
adolescent quirks to be adjusted. In fact, 
the entire gamut of possibilities may be 
found in the pastoral call or the pastor’s 
office. The pastor’s personality must be so 
poised and balanced that he can carry the 
load without becoming a neurotic himself. 
“God is able to make all grace abound to
ward you; that ye, always having all suf
ficiency in all things, may abound to every 
good work.” This is a promise that the 
pastor especially needs to claim, and can 
have as his personal and specific possession.

We could go on ad infinitum with the 
various phases of ministerial ideals, but let 
us remember that what seems impossible 
with us is not impossible with God. Many
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times w e pray that God will make men 
over when we need to pray that God will 
make us over so we can approach and win 
men. We must be diligent in making our
selves what God would have us to be. We 
must be at our best and not have cause 
to grieve over what we might have been. 
If we will be honest with ourselves, then 
we can give honestly of ourselves to others. 
We may never approach the ideal, but as 
long as we strive we are healthy; but if we 
cease to strive to become better and great
er ministers of the Word, and better and 
better human helpers, then we are through 
and “ Ichabod” will be written over the 
doorposts of our lives. If God is with us, 
it doesn’t make any difference who is 
against us. His power can make us what 
w e ought to be, for even the needed per
sonality changes which we recognize can 
be wrought in us by the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit.

A Holy Ghost Training
Peter Wiseman

ANY person familiar with the advance
ment—in what direction we shall not 

say—of modern education will not question 
the need of courses designed to meet the 
need on every line; courses in psychology, 
philosophy, history, apologetics or Christian 
evidence, theology, and such like. But it 
is our sincere conviction that there is no 
need equal to that of a knowledge of the 
Bible.

The command is, “Preach the word”—the 
written Word and the Incarnate Word. How 
could a young preacher preach the writ
ten Word without a knowledge of that 
Word gained from comprehensive and in
tensive study of the Word? And how could 
a preacher preach the Incarnate Word, the 
Christ, without an experiential knowledge 
of the Christ?

There has been quite a lot of emphasis on 
a defense of the Word of God, as may be

covered by Christian evidence— and rightly 
so— but after all, is not the greatest defense 
of the Word of God the Word itself? Does 
it not still have divine authority? This is 
true among all classes of men, the learned 
as well as the illiterate. Prove your “Thus 
saith the Lord,” and people generally will 
sit up and take notice.

The outstanding need for our pulpits is 
men who know the Book of God and de
clare the great truths found therein with
out fear or favor; not what men say about 
the Bible, for or against, but what God 
says in His Book. The positivism of the 
Christian faith will meet the need.

Back-to-Bible preaching will do more 
to meet the challenge of the hour than any 
other kind of preaching. It is the only 
force that will meet and stem the flood of 
destructive criticism. If all the pulpits in 
America would for but one Sunday de
clare the whole truth of God as revealed 
in His Word, a mighty revival would be on 
our hands. A  lot of preaching must sicken 
the heart of the Eternal. How sad and how 
awful!

The challenging need even among funda
mental and orthodox groups is this very 
training; a training in the Word of God, 
courses in both Old and New Testaments, 
comprehensively and intensively covered, 
under the guidance of Holy Ghost profes
sors, men with religion enough to honor 
the Holy Ghost. Young people going out 
from such atmosphere, and with this store 
of vital knowledge, crowned with holy fire, 
the fire of the Spirit—something will hap
pen, just as surely as it happened on the 
Day of Pentecost. It can happen again!

The Christian institutions that will make 
provisions for this, and are not afraid to 
honor the Holy Spirit; institutions that 
will see to it that such courses are given 
and given by men who know the Book, 
know the God of the Book, know the Holy 
Ghost and honor Him—such institutions 
will have God’s smile and find a place in 
history as being a mighty factor to stem 
the flood of destructive criticism of our 
day. Many will rise and call them blessed!

« « « « « « « « « • » » » » » » » » »

Christ Came
•  to bind up the brokenhearted,
•  to give joy  for mourning,
• to give praise for heaviness,
• and to give beauty for ashes.

See Isaiah 61:1-3 
—The War Cry
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The Issue of a Pure Heart

Neal C. Dirhse

THERE is no task of the Christian that so 
completely fulfills the purpose of his 

life as that of seeking out and winning 
souls. Only in this activity does he find 
the fruition of the holy restlessness of his 
redeemed soul. Paul’s statement to Tim
othy but illuminates this thought, “Now 
the end of the commandment is charity out 
of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and of faith unfeigned” (I Tim. 1 :5 ). The 
only soil in which divine love can grow is 
that of a pure heart. The ultimate end of 
all of Christ’s ministry is found in the is
sues of a pure heart.

A  pure heart is the work of God; an act 
o f unmerited grace whereby He cleanses 
the regenerate heart from remaining in
dwelling sin. Inasmuch as the heart is the 
seat of all the issues of life, the heart must 
be pure so that the issue of that heart will 
be pure. Since our motives spring from the 
heart, a pure heart is essential for pure 
motives. God purifies the heart by faith 
in response to man’s complete consecration. 
One never can offer anything to God with
out God giving in return that which is of 
infinitely greater value. The sinner repents 
and believes; God forgives and justifies. 
The believer consecrates and believes; God 
cleanses and sanctifies. And the compre
hension of man has not yet mastered the 
utmost of God’s grace in response to his 
continuing obedience and faith.

From the pure heart issues love— divine 
love. It is something superior to purified 
human love, multiplied ten thousand times. 
It is a depositum of divine love implanted 
in the cleansed heart by the Holy Spirit 
as he enters into full control. It is a love 
that engulfs the entire world in its arms, 
and seeks to lay it at the feet of its Lord 
and Master! Love is dynamic—it must be 
active in order to live! The love we have 
for one another must have expression or it 
will cease. The love of God compels ex
pression by the force of its own compulsion; 
to deny it the expression it demands is to 
quench it and lose it.

From the pure heart issues a good con
science. Conscience is a judge which sits 
upon the throne of our activities. Since 
a judge acts only upon information and 
evidence presented, so man’s conscience can 
act only upon knowledge and information 
supplied it, judging the conduct in the light

of such knowledge. It is for this reason, as 
well as others, that we are urged “ to grow 
. . . .  in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” In order to main
tain a good conscience, it will be essential 
that one’s conduct be in keeping with the 
divine revelation as experienced in a pure 
heart.

Again, from the pure heart springs an 
unfeigned faith—a sincere and genuine 
faith. Faith is likewise dynamic, and de
termines our activities. A  sincere faith be
gets positive conduct and a holy life. To 
truly believe in the grace of God is to be 
compelled in the direction of God’s will and 
purpose. To truly believe in God is to 
find the substance and reality of our sin- 
cerest hopes and highest aspirations.

There is one Christian activity that epito
mizes all these suggestions, that is, personal 
soul winning. God gives to man a pure 
heart so that he may re-present Jesus to a 
needy world; naught but a pure heart pro
vides the necessary impetus for this task. 
None but a holy people can represent a 
holy God in such a way as to make an 
unholy generation desire Him. A  pure 
heart alone makes one sufficient for the 
task angels fain would do in our place. A  
single, undivided motive in perfect har
mony with a holy God can have but one 
issue— the seeking out of the purchase of 
His blood.

A  divine love born of God in the pure of 
heart is the only motive which will drive 
one out to the winning of lost mankind. 
Divine love will find a way to the hungry 
heart; divine love will not be defeated by 
rebuffs or discouragements. His compul
sion springs from a far superior motive 
than selfish satisfaction. That is why the 
pure heart is so essential, for only its fruit 
of divine love is adequate for the trying 
task of personal evangelism. Those so pos
sessed will seek out the poor and unfor
tunate, will visit the imprisoned and af
flicted, will serve the fatherless and the 
orphan. D ivine ' love knows a force to 
which anything less is a stranger.

The seeking out of the unsaved makes 
for a good conscience. Since that stern 
judge of our conduct acts upon the revela
tion supplied it by a pure heart, it can be 
satisfied with nothing less than the acti
vity of winning unredeemed man to the
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Master. The sense of unrest and condem
nation frequently sensed by the profess
ing Christian springs, all too often, from the 
reproving voice of a conscience which re
fuses to condone a fruitless life! The pri
mary activity of the Christian who deserves 
the name, is the continual activity at win
ning someone else to the bloodstained stan
dard. The only activity worthy of the posi
tion of the Spirit-filled is the reproducing 
of those after its own kind. And, since 
conscience judges upon the basis of conduct 
and activity, it will be a good conscience 
only as it finds in the activities and con
duct that which it seeks to approve—per
sonal soul winning.

The winning of souls will make for a 
genuine faith. It will work in a gracious 
circle: faith begetting active soul winning, 
and soul winning increasing faith. A  sin
cere faith will seek to honor the God who 
supplies it, and in no other activity will 
God’s honor be more gloriously upheld 
than by seeing the sinner brought to the 
Master. A  genuine faith will live for the

one end of realizing God’s purposes in its 
behalf, and in no other way can G od’s 
purposes be better advanced than in the 
task of personal evangelism.

In the statement made herein by Paul 
he lists the alternative in failing to allow 
the issue of a pure heart its fullest fruition. 
In succeeding verses he refers to those who 
have failed to obey the “ indefinable ought” 
within them, and have turned to ration
alizations and justifications of their fruit
lessness—“vain jangling”  (v. 6). Further
more, in order to cover up their barren
ness, lesser avenues of service are sought 
out in the presumptuous attempt to teach 
others about a law they themselves ignore 
(v. 7). While God had called them to the 
highest task of soul winning as an ultimate 
expression in the fulfillment of the com
mand of God, they had resorted to the teach
ing of the mere letter of the law, in which 
they sought refuge from the doing of the 
command in its highest interpretation— 
“ charity (divine love) out of a pure heart, 
and of a good conscience, and of faith un
feigned.”

« « « « « « « « « • » » » » » » » » »

The Message of the Holy Spirit

R. A. Kerby

ONE of the striking developments of 
human life is that in each generation 

a new group of words will come into com
mon usage. The history of these words 
together with the reason for their appear
ance constitutes a most interesting study. 
Among the words which have made their 
appearance during the past five years none 
has been more commonly and widely used 
than the word “basic.” Could this be the 
almost unconscious heart cry of the multi
tudes for solid footing in an age so aptly 
symbolized by the deadly quicksand?

The truly “basic” item in any theology 
is its doctrine of the attributes and func
tional working of the Triune God. If there 
be any false work here in the very substra
tum of theology, it is sure to be reflected 
in great fissures in the upper reaches of its 
structure. It is, therefore, of the greatest 
importance that the precision instruments 
of God’s Word be used in laying out and 
checking all teachings at this most vital 
point. The purpose of this study is to
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search out and ascertain the workings of 
the Three-one God in the creation and re
demption of man.

Genesis 1:27 simply and grandly records 
that God made man in His own image. The 
fashioning Father, moved by the great urge 
of His own beneficent nature, to spread 
holiness, life, and joy  abroad, created man 
in His own glorious image,. His infinite 
skill was brought into holiest action by the 
ineffable longing of His paternal heart for 
a race of beings which would manifest 
through all future time the glories of His 
holiness. Sad to relate, man did not long 
maintain that holiness but fell into abject 
misery through sin. It would appear that 
the skill and plan of the fashioning Father 
was forever frustrated by the cunning of 
the tempter and the weakness of man; but 
such, blessed be God, was not to be the 
case. Before man was driven from the 
Garden the promise of the Redeemer was 
given him, and though his bleeding feet 
now found their • painful way among the
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thorns and thistles his chastened heart was 
made glad in the sure hope that help and 
succor would in due time arrive.

The weary centuries marched by in 
stately and solemn procession until one 
starry night the heavens burst into glori
ous light over the heads of the humble 
shepherds as the long-expected advent of 
the Saviour was announced in thrilling 
accents, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” This Babe which 
was born of the virgin was He whose go
ings forth had been of old even from ever
lasting. After thirty years of private life 
and three years of glorious ministry, He is 
led outside the city wall where His life 
was given as a ransom. “The just (suf
fered) for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God.” “Wherefore Jesus also, that 
he might sanctify the people with his own 
blood, suffered without the gate” (Heb. 
13:12). The great longing and passion of 
the suffering Son was to make possible 
the re-establishment of His Father’s im
age in the human family. His death was 
not only to clear man’s clouded relation
ship to God, but also to restore man to 
holiness. Because He, the Holy One, had 
done no sin, death had no claim upon Him, 
and now He comes out of the tomb tri
umphant; and after companying with those 
chosen before as witnesses He ascends 
back on high and “ led captivity captive.”

Now the fashioning Father and the suf
fering Son rejoice in an unutterable com
munion in the Holy Spirit. The glory of 
this leaves the unaided human intellect far 
behind. A  Man, yes truly Man, though 
truly God, “ is now in full, open, and limit
less communion with the Father in the 
unity of the Spirit.” Of this Eternal Spirit 
Jesus had said, “Whatsoever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak.” The Holy Spirit now 
listens intently as the fashioning Father 
and the suffering Son confer about the 
mighty concerns of the plan of salvation. 
He, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, 
is now outpoured upon those in the upper 
room, and the pattern for the Gospel Age is 
set.

To bring this study to practical issue we 
now inquire, “What will be the ‘Message 
of the Holy Spirit’ to those who have been 
sitting in the shadow of death?” Consider 
now that this Spirit proceeds from the Fa
ther who originally fashioned the race in 
holiness, and the Son who suffered un
speakably to restore that image in the 
bosom of that same race. Could the Holy
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Spirit, the white Messenger Dove of the 
skies, coming from such a Father and such 
a Son do ought but give to listening 
mortals that message which finds its grand 
declaration in Hebrews 12:14—“Follow 
peace with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord” ? In 
view of the great attributes and function
ing forces of the three blessed Persons of 
the Trinity, it can be readily seen that the 
call to holiness, that most explicit 
and express declaration of Holy Writ 
by the mouth of Paul, is no foreign and 
capricious stricture imposed upon the plan 
o f salvation from without; but rather, is the 
epitome of its essential structure, the voic
ing of its fundamental passion and a bring
ing to redemptional focus all the pulsating 
forces of its almighty and Triune Author, 
Amen!

This call to holiness is the true North 
Pole toward which all properly functioning 
theological compasses unerringly point. The 
King has spoken, the edict has gone forth, 
and now the Holy Spirit, in direct ministry 
and by the mouths of faithful heralds, is 
calling all the peoples of the earth to holi
ness. This message, calling all nations, 
kindreds, peoples, and tongues to holiness, 
is no mere appendage to the plan, fastened 
there by the various “holiness” movements 
which have arisen through the ages; but 
rather has its origin, power, and purpose in 
the infinite, indissoluble union of the fash
ioning Father, the suffering Son, and the 
speaking Spirit. The infinite compassion 
and righteous demand of the Father for 
holiness, and the death-cries of the Son 
to enable righteousness and peace to kiss 
each other are now caught up by the Holy 
Spirit who maketh intercession “with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered.” Hallelujah!

The massing of these various fundamental 
principles—holiness originally given, holi
ness lost, holiness provisionally and sacri- 
fically restored, and holiness declared neces
sary for entrance into heaven—eposes some 
questions that are as wide as the human 
family, as high as heaven, and as deep as 
hell. What of the millions of heathenism, 
of tfce varied and ramified cults, cultures, 
and almost infinite variety of doctrines? 
What of the unnumbered thousands who 
believe that growth, death, and purgatory 
will care for the demand for holiness to be 
made at heaven’s gate? If the Father will 
demand it of every man, and Christ died to 
provide it for every man, then we are on 
solid ground in saying that the Holy Spirit 
has presented it to every man. “What
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soever he shall hear, that shall he speak.” 
The high converse of the Father and the 
Son issues in marvelous things through the 
ministry of the Spirit. Rightly to honor 
the Holy Ghost w e must believe that He 
has given to every man that moral stirring 
which, if faithfully followed, would lead 
him to entire holiness of heart and life be
fore his probationary period closed.

Those who never heard the name of 
Christ would be saved and cleansed as is 
the infant or mentally deficient, provided 
they have been faithful to the stirrings of 
the Holy Spirit as He attempted to start 
them on the journey from darkness to light. 
We cannot consistently hold the doctrine 
that God will demand holiness of every 
man at heaven’s gate, unless we also hold 
that “ the message of the Holy Spirit” has 
come to every man in awakening power. 
Otherwise, we place ourselves in the posi
tion of the unprofitable servant who com- 
plainingly said, “Lord, I knew thee that 
thou art a hard man, reaping where thou 
hast not sown, and gathering where thou 
hast not strewn.” The last account we 
have of this servant finds him weeping and 
gnashing his teeth in outer darkness.

Thus, holiness demanded by the Father 
and provided by the Son places every man 
squarely under the teaching ministry and 
governorship of the Holy Spirit, the God 
with whom he has to do. The problem now 
is narrowed down to two factors: teacher 
and pupil. Great allowance will be asked 
at this point on account of the dullness of 
the pupil, but just how far can we go here 
without reflecting on the infinite wisdom 
and pedagogical skill of the Teacher to 
transmit the desire of the Father and the 
passion of the Son? If a passing grade is 
not made during the course of the term, the 
report card will infallibly read, he “re
ceived not the love of the truth, that they 
(he) might be saved.” In that case, all the 
factors which cluster around the need for 
holiness will be reduced to just one: Pun
ishable, moral perversity. Did the fash
ioning Father fail in His desire, did the 
suffering Son fall short in full atonement, 
or did the speaking Spirit fail to deliver 
the message? Never, never, never! Breth
ren, the message of and call to holiness is 
as strong as the bands which bind “God in

three persons, blessed Trinity!” Amen, and 
Amen!

Of late years the teachings of holiness 
have been summarized as the Wesleyan 
message. This has been a most convenient 
and admirable way of denoting this teach
ing. An excessive use of this term, how
ever, may have a tendency to localize this 
call to holiness as a merely denominational 
emphasis that deserves but a co-ordinate 
place along with many things which many 
denominations emphasize. This is wrong, 
all wrong, and will result in much con
fusion and loss. It is more scriptural to say 
that the call to holiness is “The message of 
the Holy Spirit, the age-long mission of 
the Comforter.” Wesley but caught up the 
strain that had for its beginnings the eter
nal purpose of God in Christ Jesus. This 
is not to minimize the grand teachings of 
the Wesleyan message, but rather to point 
to its universal scope and authority. This 
message of the Holy Spirit goes out to all 
nations, kindreds, peoples, and tongues, out 
of which at length a mighty number shall 
come, having “washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
Hallelujah!

Brethren, if we are to prosper, we must 
be set for the honoring of the Holy Ghost 
in His wholly-sanctifying mission. Any 
departure from the teaching of crisis- 
cleansing will inevitably and infallibly let 
our sails droop as we, personally and de
nominationally, drift aimlessly with the 
tide. The gray hairs will begin to appear 
here and there, though we know it not. 
God will begin to withdraw himself from 
us. If we join forces with those who do not 
fully acknowledge the true mission of the 
Holy Spirit—His mighty efforts to bring 
all mankind to full moral purity here and 
now—w e may find a strange dullness 
sweeping over our spiritual sensibilities. A 
very small grain of sand ofttimes blurs a 
very lovely vision. The instrumentalities 
o f the holiness movement are at this m o
ment superb; but a mighty going down 
before God is imperative if w e are to con
tinue to be the instrument of the Holy 
Spirit as He, in wondrous response to the 
fashioning Father’s demand and the suffer
ing Son’s provision, calls and continues to 
call earth’s millions to holiness!

« « « « « « « « « • » » » » » » » » »

It is a plain old book, modest as nature itself, and as simple, too; 
a book of an unpretending work-day appearance, like the sun that
warms or the bread that nourishes us.............And the name of this
book is simply—the Bible.—H e in e .
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The Pastor at W ork with His Young People

W. Everett Henry

EVERY worthy pastor is greatly inter
ested in his young people. He knows 

that the future of his church and of the 
kingdom of Christ throughout the world 
lies in their hands.

Some pastors are superbly qualified to 
work with youth. They have a type of that 
indefinable something w e call “personality” 
which makes them attractive to young peo
ple. They do not need to exert themselves 
to become leaders o f youth; such leader
ship seeks them out. Young people follow 
them with an almost blind devotion. Great 
indeed is their responsibility!

Most pastors, however, do not possess 
this type o f personality. Whatever suc
cess in work with young people comes to 
them must be the result of faithful effort. 
And when they do their best, the success 
that comes seems pitifully small beside that 
gained by more gifted men with much less 
effort. Consequently, in the heart of many 
pastors there is a dull ache of discourage
ment as they consider this phase of their 
work.

But no average pastor need be a failure 
in his work with his young people. Does 
the Lord call men into the ministry who 
are not able to “ feed” His “lambs” ? It 
needs to be said very emphatically that 
no consecrated pastor is without ability to 
reach and help the young people of his 
church and community. If he will give 
earnest and constant attention to the few 
fundamentals of work with youth, his ef
forts w ill not be without success, probably 
beyond his expectations.

The pastor must try to understand the 
life o f young people today. Deep down, 
every generation of young people is the 
same. If the pastor can recall his own 
youth, he will know in essence the young 
life of today. But this common spirit of 
youth operates in a constantly changing 
environment.

Pastors must remember that they are 
now dealing with a generation of young 
people tremendously affected by years of 
w orld war. Many have been made less 
ready to give heed to spiritual things by 
what the war has done to them. Also, while 
much can be said in favor o f our public 
school system, it is no secret that public 
school education tends to secularize the
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minds of youth. Ethical teachings may 
still have a small place in the schoolroom of 
today, but the great truths of Christianity 
have no place at all. This tendency so 
evident in public education is deepened 
and confirmed by the “movies” and other 
commercialized amusements.

These and other factors in the life of 
youth today add much to the difficulty of 
the pastor’s work with his young people. 
But knowledge of these hindrances will not 
only help the pastor to overcome them, 
it will also increase his sympathy and pa
tience in dealing with those who so much 
need his help, and so often seem almost 
determined not to be helped. The only 
hope is through “precept upon precept, 
line upon line.” Only time and effort and 
patient continuance are likely to bring re
sults, but the assurance still stands, “My 
word shall not return unto me void.”

The average pastor can, and usually does, 
set a good example before his young peo
ple. A  “good example” will not necessarily 
make the pastor popular with the youth 
of his congregation. In fact, it may tend 
to make him, at least for the time being, 
unpopular; but it will be an unpopularity 
with an edge to it. It will keep the con
science of his young people disturbed. The 
pastor’s good example will be a constant 
quiet rebuke to their carelessness, and the 
fact that they dislike him a little because 
of it will add to their uneasiness. For 
the average American youth is still too 
honest to resent his pastor’s good example 
and feel comfortable about it.

There is no questioning the influence of 
a Christlike life on young people. They 
may not seem to notice it, or to be much 
influenced by it, but it always commands 
their respect, and often leaves unsuspected 
effects. A  boy grew up in an old minister’s 
Sunday school. As a young man he was 
assisting in a minstrel show being put on 
by an active and prosperous lodge of the 
town. Without his knowledge someone 
had introduced into the program an un
kindly quip concerning the old minister. 
When at dress rehearsal the young man 
heard the quip, he stepped out of line, 
and in an eloquence his pals could under
stand said, in effect, “I won’t stay on this 
platform while anybody here takes a crack
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at a man who is better than any of us 
dared to be. Anybody who laughs at
...............................  is laughing at his betters.
I’ve got respect for a man who has stood 
by his principles in this town for fifty 
years, which is more than most of us could 
say.”

There is need that every pastor be re
minded that leaders do not have to be a 
good sport, or the life of the social, or a 
spellbinding speaker, or a “mixer” to in
fluence his young people. These qualities 
may be desirable and” important, but no 
one of them is the most important. The 
pastor’s first duty to his young people is 
to live before them daily a Christian life, 
a life that witnesses constantly to the abid
ing and controlling power o f the Holy 
Spirit. This is not only his supreme duty, 
it is at the same time his supreme service 
to them. Without this everything else 
is “as sounding brass, or a tinkling cym 
bal.”

This kind of living will not fill the audi
torium Sunday nights with young people. 
It will not pack Sunday-school rooms to 
overflowing nor build a large and en
thusiastic young people’s society. But it 
will do something more important than any 
of these. It will develop spiritual insights 
and convictions about the Saviour the pas
tor serves which lead on to saving faith. 
Every pastor who wins to Christ one young 
man or woman, or two, or three, has suc
cess beyond bounds.

The pastor should be intelligently honest 
with his young people. Among them are 
the leaders of tomorrow along all lines 
of activity. The loss to the church of young 
people at the High School and college ages 
is tragic. A  serious-minded young student 
said recently, “Spiritually, the intellectual 
has no place to go.” We know that he has, 
but there may be many who feel like that 
student. We- know that there is One who 
is “ the truth,” the truth that sets men 
free. We know that the revelation of God 
in Christ invites and contains the human 
mind at its highest reach. Let the pastor 
handle the truth of God with all honesty 
and reverence. Let him realize that while 
he knows Christ is the answer to every 
question, his young people do not. They 
have much to learn, as he did at their age. 
Let him listen patiently to their immature 
conclusions. Let him be calm as they 
pour out to him their questionings, even their 
skepticism. Was it not one o f the twelve 
who said, “Except I see . . . .  I will not 
believe” ?
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No pastor can answer all the questions 
his young people may bring to him. Let 
him frankly say so. He will win respect 
for his honesty. If his young people are 
deeply impressed by scientific develop
ments, let him share with them their w on
der and make it a stepping stone to nature’s 
Creator. To meet young people on their 
own intellectual ground and lead them to 
higher ground and clearer understanding 
is not so difficult, if there is mutual un
derstanding and respect. The pastor must 
never manifest the spirit of a czar or a 
know-it-all. Nor should he in any sense 
show servility. He is a man of God, called 
to a great work. He is second to none in 
privilege and responsibility, yet he is the 
servant of all. His function is that of a 
humble man of God, his spirit that of the 
ministering Christ. Let him be such and 
his young people will respect him, honor 
him, and love him.

The pastor should plan carefully to keep 
his young people busy. Multiplication of 
organizations will seldom be necessary. If 
another organization is really needed, let 
it be formed. Development for real service 
is the end sought, not just display. But 
find something worth while for the young 
people to do. Don’t ask them to perform 
just trivial tasks. They want to feel that 
what they are doing is of real value. But 
they’ll make mistakes? Of course, they 
will. Everybody does. The only way to learn 
to do a thing is by doing it, so let the young 
people learn. They will be wise enough 
and Christian enough to profit by their 
mistakes, and some of them, at any rate, 
will grow into fine Christian workers. 
There is too much unharnessed power in 
the young people of our churches.

If the pastor will do these simple things, 
and everlastingly show himself friendly, 
his work with his young people will be 
a source of joy  to him through the years, 
of rich blessing to the youth about him, 
and of a constant stream of reinforce
ments for the work of the kingdom.

Keep Growing

A man who understood the laws of 
growth and cultivation of trees, said: “The 
minute a tree stops growing it has a ten
dency to grow hollow in the middle.”  When 
a Christian ceases to grow in grace, the 
tendency is t o  get hollow.—G . W. R edout.
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Storms
SWIRLING snow sweeps from the sky

and carpets the city..............Trees lift
laden limbs............Motor traffic slows down
— e v e n  th e  la c k w it  c r e e p s  c a u t io u s ly ................
Brave spirits, coats tight-buttoned, collars 
upturned, buck the biting blasts. . . . The 
community is held in the grip of a mid
winter storm.

It is no new experience, except, perhaps, 
for some infant whose drawing conscious
ness sees it for the first time. There have 
been similar storms during the present win
ter. There were such storms last year. 
And the year before that. And the year 
before that. Some of the old-timers recall 
storms even more severe than those under
gone by the present generation.

During the past year alone this country 
has been subjected to rainstorms, hailstorms, 
sandstorms, duststorms. No one can hope 
to escape them. They spend their force 
on both the just and the unjust.

Similarly, financial reverses, overwhelm
ing misfortune, physical suffering, abysmal 
disappointment, crushing defeat, the fierce 
storms of life, come to all men, regardless 
of creed, color, cloth, or clime. “Into each 
life some rain must fall.”

But like the snowstorm and the rainstorm, 
these bleak periods are but transient. They 
will pass. The clouds will lift. The sun will 
soon shine. The birds will again sing.

Naturally, it is difficult to understand 
why, but history, both sacred and profane, 
amasses ample evidence to prove that these 
seasons of suffering do serve some wise 
purpose. Joseph went from prison to the 
palace. David went from a sentence of 
death to the president’s chair. The Resur
rection followed the Crucifixion. A  wilder
ness intervened between Egypt and Canaan. 
And a Valley Forge preceded Yorktown.

Verily, today’s tough break may be to
morrow ’s steppingstone.

Reader, are you passing through a storm? 
Hold on in the darkness. Place your trust 
in God. By His help you will shortly 
emerge into the golden glow of radiant 
sunshine.— The War Cry.

I
I

The Keeper of the Light
A  m in is t e r  is  a  g u id e  f o r  s o u ls — w a y 

f a r in g  s o u ls , b r o k e n h e a r te d  s o u ls , s o u ls  
c o n fu s e d  a n d  d is t r a c te d , lo s t  in  th e  c o n 
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fusion of the times, lost in the muck and 
mire of sin. He is God’s man, to serve 
God’s people, to guide them in the right 
path. To him come brokenhearted mothers, 
perplexed men and women, adventurous 
youth, and playful children. They seek 
kindness and sympathy, counsel and guid
ance, comfort and hope.

If he be a true man of God, he will point 
out the way of life. His light will make 
plain the path ahead. His kindly, sympa
thetic, and gracious spirit will comfort 
broken hearts; his counsel will establish 
their goings; his faith will give them a new 
outlook on life. For this reason he is called 
the “keeper o f the light.” If he fails, that 
light will get dim and go out.

It is every minister’s desire to be a good 
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, a real 
servant of God and a blessing to man. The 
true minister’s home is open at all hours 
for counsel, for prayer, or whatever help 
he can render. Anyone is welcome to visit 
him and make his burdens known, regard
less of race, color, or religion. It is the 
minister’s sincere desire to give personal 
help as well as pulpit oration.

Do not wait until the minister accidentally 
finds out your needs through some neigh
bor or friend, but make your needs known 
to him so he can help you directly, and 
as soon as possible. He will be glad to 
counsel and pray with you and to make you 
a daily subject of intercessory prayer. You 
can be a great help to him by making your 
needs known to him as directly as pos
sible.—H. M. S e ll , in The Gospel Trumpet. 

• • •

Good News 
The streets w ere dark in Bethlehem,

The evening prayers w ere said;
The shepherds’ fires were burning dim, 

And their lamb-skin beds were spread.

Suddenly there shone a heavenly light;
The shepherds roused in great surprise. 

It was an angel robed in white,
Had brought good news from Paradise.

He came with a message from above, 
Trailed with clouds of glory;

And the shepherds felt a strange, new love 
As they listened to his story.

O little town, you are forever blest 
And crowned with heaven’s diadem 

For welcoming an unknown guest—
The newborn Babe of Bethlehem.

—J. E. B a r r , in Religious Telescope.
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The Present Need—A  Holiness Emphasis*

C. W. Perry

THE heritage, which in the providence 
of God has been bestowed upon us, 
is very precious. Amid the sur

roundings of the work of the ministry, we 
are prone to lose sight of the precious 
jewel which is our possession. It glitters 
like a diamond before the eye of the newly 
enlightened soul. Grasped with eagerness 
by the outstretched hand of the hungry, 
sin-blighted life, it becomes the cherished 
possession of the seeker after the fullness 
of God.

Holiness has lost none of its superb 
qualities. It stands forth as the essence 
of godliness and godlikeness. It is the 
experience of attainment dreamed of 
by those who eagerly seek after 
the truth. It is the one answer to 
the quest for reality, which has inspired 
the hearts of honest men. Holiness is as 
essential as the necessity for an inner hope 
of the ultimate goal of eternal life. A l
though criticized, camouflaged, misrepre
sented, and misinterpreted by many, it 
still holds the lofty place in experience 
which attains the only unanswerable goal, 
satisfaction. It is this experience which is 
as old as time itself; and yet as fresh and 
new as the morning sun, that we shall 
consider today.

We desire to consider this most impor
tant subject under three heads: first, “The 
Purpose of the Gospel — Restoration” ; 
second, “ The Method of the Gospel—Re
demption” ; third, “The Need of This Hour 
—A  Holiness Emphasis.”

T h e  P u r p o s e  o f  t h e  G o spe l— R e s t o r a t io n

Created in the “ image and likeness of 
God”  w e find man with a potential privi
lege of a knowledge of God. It was a lofty 
estate upon which man was placed. He 
had given unto him everything that was 
for his good, and God’s glory. He must 
remember that he had been created for 
the pleasure of God, with tremendous

* Paper presented, at a meeting of the 
Miami Valley Nazarene Ministerial Associ
ation, Western Ohio District.

potential powers. God could have created 
him, like a machine, subject to the com 
pulsion of law. However, that of which the 
very essence of God himself was com
posed; that which is the outstanding at
tribute of His divine majesty—love—was 
the source of His motive, His flaming de
sire. It was not God’s plan that man 
should follow Him, revere Him, because he 
must; but because man should see in Him 
a loving Father, who was kind and just, 
One who was worthy of man’s devotion. 
It was not His ambition that man should 
serve Him as a quarry slave, but that he 
should be bound by a thong that would 
not chafe; one that would hold man closely 
to His bosom and give unto Him the satis
faction of His eternal desire— companion
ship.

It was with a perfect soul and body that 
man was created. It was with unlimited 
possibilities of greatness that God made 
him. However, God chose to place him on 
his own. If man would love Him and re
ciprocate companionship, He would make 
of man a great nation. The evils that 
surround man today would have remained 
unknown to him. He would have lived in 
a paradise complete, not by a law of au
thority, but by the right of choice, which 
was God-given. Living in fellowship with 
God, the race would have been propagated, 
and in God’s time, man translated like 
Enoch and Elijah. What a marvelous 
privilege to have lived in such a world.

The right of choice could not have been 
given its possibility of fulfillment, had 
there not been the possibility of tempta
tion. This had already been furnished by 
a rebellious Lucifer, whom God was com
pelled to drive from heaven. Man yielded 
to the voice of the Serpent, and with that 
yielding came the fall of a human race. 
The utter depravity into which man had 
fallen can in no way be better expressed 
than in the words of the curse that God 
placed upon fallen creatures—“And the 
Lord said unto the serpent, Because thou 
hast done this, thou art cursed above all 
cattle, and above every beast of the field; 
upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
thou shalt eat all the days of thy life: 
And I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and
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her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:14, 15). 
We will not take the space to give the bal
ance of the curse which was placed upon 
man, except “In the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: 
for dust thou art, and unto it thou shalt 
return” (v. 10). In this tragic hour, as 
man was driven from the presence of God 
by his sin, there arose the hope of hu
manity, in the voice of God, as He pro
claimed that out of the seed of woman 
should come the Messiah, the deliverer of 
a fallen people. Prophets told of His com
ing. But that which is our consideration 
today is that One would come to restore 
man’s lost estate.

This restoration must comprise more 
than a mere gesture toward rehabitation. 
This restoration must be such as not to 
weaken or reverse the W ord of God. The 
demand for obedience was made for man’s 
good that he might be spared the conse
quences of the effects of sin. Man was 
made to believe that his eyes should be 
opened, and that he “ should be as gods.” 
Satan influenced man to consider that God 
was withholding something from him 
which rightly belonged to him. We 
know that the enemy’s motive and 
purpose was wrong. We know that 
God intended to protect man and 
give to him the best to be found in 
life. Therefore if God would punish man 
for his wrong decision; if man would be 
restored; that restoration must be equiva
lent to the damage that was consummated 
by  the fall. We recognize that there are 
some results of the fall that could not be 
overcome. The physical body of man is 
still broken and imperfect; the mind of 
man is only as strong as certain limita
tions which possessed him through the fall. 
Man in his endeavor to bring God down 
from  His throne, has belittled God in 
man’s own thinking, and brought God 
down to the limitation of the capacity 
of man’s own mind. But that does not in 
reality bring God down to that level. God 
is still the great loving Father, who looks 
upon man with compassion, and has given 
His all, His only Begotten Son, a ransom 
to restore man to the place of the heart 
made perfect in love. As far as the heart 
of man is concerned this restoration is 
complete. Anything less than complete
ness would be less than the great majesty 
of God would be capable of. If God is 
God, and if God made a plan of restora
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tion, He made a restoration that is spotless 
and pure.
T h e  M e t h o d  o f  t h e  G ospe l— R e d e m ptio n

The purity of man in his creation, his 
godlikeness of image and character, de
mands an atonement as complete as the 
purity of the character of man as created. 
This demand would cause God to search 
for an atoning sacrifice equal to the 
quality of the purity of the heart of God 
Himself. Anything short of what would 
be a mockery of which God is incapable. 
God looked upon His Son, Jesus Christ, 
and said, “ Son, Thou who hast been with 
me before the foundation of the world, 
wilt Thou go down into the earth, take 
upon Thyself the form of human flesh by 
being born of a virgin, conceived of the 
Holy Ghost; wilt Thou bear the reproach 
of wicked men; wilt Thou die on the cruel 
cross as an atonement for sinful man, in 
order to make the redemption of man pos
sible?” The Son answered, “Father, Thy 
will be done.”

Hence, the Redeemer, spoken of by the 
Apostle John, “ In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were 
made by him: and without him was not 
anything made that was made. In him 
was life; and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shineth in darkness; and the 
darkness comprehended it not” (John 1:1- 
5). “He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many as re
ceived him, to them gave he power to be
come the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: Which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. And 
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld His glory, the 
glory of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth” (John 1:11-14).
It took the Lamb of God, slain; the G od- 
man to come into this world and redeem 
mankind. Did He come into the world in 
order to change God’s plan relative to 
purity? Did He come in order to make it 
possible to save man in his sins? No, 
beloved, the Son of God came into this 
world to redeem and by that redemption 
to restore man to the purity of heart he 
possessed before the fall. This is the 
method of God’s redemption and any
thing else falls far short of reaching the 
need of fallen man.

Restoration by redemption is the only 
possible and plausible answer to the cry
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of human souls who clamor day and night 
for reconciliation with Almighty God. It 
is not enough for us to stop here, for 
many do that. Many are teaching that, in 
that Christ died, all will live. Let Us 
say that in that Christ died for us, all may 
live; all who meet the requirements of 
faith. Because the heart of fallen man is 
deceitful and desperately wicked, there 
follows in the life of carnal hearts, the 
outcroppings of actual transgression. A c
tual sins can be forgiven; the carnal sin 
or nature of man must be cleansed. One 
can be forgiven of what he does, but he 
cannot be forgiven of what he is. One 
can repent of sins committed, but cannot 
repent of what has not been done. One 
becomes regenerate by repenting of actual 
sins, but confession, forsaking, restitution, 
and faith will not bring cleansing to the 
nature of man. Jesus said, “Except ye 
repent ye shall all likewise perish.” This 
is essential but it is not enough. Man is 
responsible before God for the retainment 
of carnality within the heart.

In the Roman letter, the sixth chapter, 
verse 12, the Apostle penned, “Let not 
sin [s-i-n ] therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof.” The great responsibility which 
rests upon the individual is the responsi
bility of finding the means of the removal 
of the carnal sin or of being sanctified. 
Redemption is not complete until one has 
been sanctified as a second definite work 
of the Holy Spirit upon the heart. If we 
ministers fail to preach and to teach the 
utter necessity of humanity being sancti
fied, we have failed in our task and have 
betrayed our people. It goes further than 
that; it is our task to lead them into that 
definite personal experience of holiness 
or we have failed to prepare their soul for 
eternal life with God. Man will not be 
primarily damned for his actual sins, 
however they must be forgiven—man will 
be lost eternally because he has not re
ceived a pure heart. The only method 
taught by the Scriptures for cleansing is 
that man must be sanctified by the bap
tism with the Holy Ghost “ that He may 
abide with thee forever.”

T h e  N eed o f  t h i s  H o u r— a  H o l in e s s  

E m p h a s i s

Our subject might cause one to think 
that we are calling attention to something 
new for this hour of world need. We 
have nothing new to offer. This is the
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experience that brings “oneness” between 
God and man. It is the experience that 
Jesus prayed that his disciples might re
ceive when He prayed the High Priestly 
prayer recorded in John 17. He said, 
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me 
through their word” (v. 20). “That they 
all may be one; as thou, Father art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one 
in us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me” (v. 21). “I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast 
loved them, as thou hast loved me” (v. 
23). The hope of this world lies in a 
gospel being preached and experienced 
that will bring oneness to the hearts of 
men and God, an experience that “ they 
may be perfect in one.” It must be an 
experience which will keep them amid 
the trying experiences of life and bring 
unity of heart and purpose until the world 
will believe. This experience must be 
absolute in its restoration until the re
cipient will manifest the true spirit of the 
Master, whose spirit reflected the spirit 
of the Father God.

We need this emphasis because w e face 
the danger of having the theory without 
experience. Many great peoples of other 
days have failed for one reason only, that 
is, because they came to a place where 
they took for granted the need of a holi
ness emphasis and thereby lost the ex
perience through neglect o f feeding the 
soul on that which would make for main
tenance of sanctified purity. We need 
not face that hour. However we will face 
it, unless we continue to make Holiness as 
a definite experience, as a second work of 
divine grace, a living reality, until he 
who would oppose shall become conspicu
ous immediately by his unbelief.

Oftimes we hear of those who main
tain that their people are not ready for 
holiness yet. Beloved, holiness preaching, 
definite and clear, is the best means of 
bringing conviction upon the hearts of 
sinners. I would like to see evangelists 
come into my pulpit and major on holi
ness preaching instead of leaving it for a 
one-sermon affair for the closing Sunday 
morning of the revival. Holiness preach
ing cannot be overemphasized provided 
that the doctrine is properly preached.

We need an emphasis on the experience 
of holiness instead of so much of the re
sults of a sanctified life. We need more
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preaching on the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit which fills the heart with divine 
love until the sanctified will possess the 
love of God by the infilling, rather than 
try to find that love by an arrangement of 
the conduct of the life. I am convinced 
that one truly filled with the Spirit will 
drop off the things of the world. There 
is a place for enlightenment for the sanc
tified. But you can do more to guide the 
heart and life of one who has received the 
experience in one sermon than you can 
with ten sermons on the negations of the 
sanctified life, before one has entered the 
experience. Why do we have people per
petually seeking holiness and failing to 
become established? Too often it is be
cause we have tried to trim the externals 
of their life, before we have brought them 
to a place where they love God with all 
the soul, body, mind, and strength. When 
one loves God deeply enough, the world 
loses its appeal. We need an emphasis of 
positive holiness experience which will 
first purge the heart and then the life.

If you will pardon me for personal 
reference, through more than twelve years 
of ministry in one church, whatever suc
cess God has helped us to attain in keeping 
harmony within the church, I sincerely 
believe it is because we have kept before 
the people a definite holiness emphasis. 
We feel that the greatest safeguard to 
church unity is that the people shall be so 
saturated with divine love until their 
words and their life will manifest the true 
Christian spirit. We believe this can be 
so until, if approached by false teaching, 
they will be so strong in the Lord that 
they w ill be shielded from harm and their 
spirit w ill cause unbelievers to be rebuked 
by the sweetness of their testimony as 
they witness by word and action.

Fellow ministers, preach holiness week 
after week, clearly and positively, exalting 
the benefits and blessings to be received, 
and the scum of harmful traits which are 
contrary to God and holiness will sluff off, 
as they are crowded out with an overflow
ing of God’s great matchless love. Holi
ness is the heart of the gospel. It is the 
life and power of experience. It is that 
“without which no man shall see the 
Lord.” Let us be faithful to the high call
ing of God which God has entrusted into 
our care these evil days.

I do not see m y way; but I know that 
He sees His way, and that I see Him.— 
K in g s l e y .

Type of Preaching

Young People Like to Hear Best

BROTHER Pastor, do you know what 
kind of preaching your young people 

like best? A  Lutheran pastor asked several 
of his young people “ to write just the way 
they felt” on “what type of preaching I 
like best.” Their answers are given in a 
recent issue of The Ansgar Lutheran. Here 
are some things they write:

“ I like the sort of sermon that hits a 
congregation straight and direct in their 
hearts and which comes from the preach
er’s heart. It has to concern itself with 
everyday living and it should also fit the 
type of people that are in the church. A  
sermon should be preached so that both 
old and young can get something from it. 
I have heard men give sermons that seem 
only to hit the older people. They seem 
to think of the old people all the time and 
they refer to the young people only when 
they mention some of their weaknesses. 
A  sermon should not just be a nice little 
one to help you to a peaceful escape from 
reality, but one which really helps you and 
others.

“Everybody likes to be told something 
nice about themselves, but that is not why 
we come to church. I like a sermon which 
really hits me hard. I know that I am 
not perfect and I want to know what is 
wrong with me and what I should do about 
it. Sometimes when I hear a sermon 
that really hits me between the eyes, I 
get a little mad at the preacher, but it
makes me stop and think...............I think
the preacher is more of a man if he is not 
afraid to tell the congregation the truth.

“I like a preacher who is not afraid to 
tell the people that they are sinners and 
that they should repent. I do not like a 
preacher who yells at the congregation, 
but instead one who can put just enough 
into the words to make them hit hard. I 
don’t like preaching that just rattles on 
about the text, but instead deals with the 
individual and tells him his wrongs and 
how to correct them. I like sermons that 
have a good strong ending spoken well and 
softly so that it sinks into the mind and 
makes a person think and remember. If 
a preacher ends up yelling like he is mad 
at the people, I don’t think he would ever 
be as good as one who just talks to them 
and impresses on them why they need 
Jesus and that they should pray earnestly 
and seriously.
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“When I listen to a  minister preach, I 
don’t like to hear one that shouts one min
ute and speaks so low that you can’t hear 
him the next. I like to hear the minister 
tell stories that relate to the text. I think 
a minister that preaches against other 
churches is showing intolerance, something 
that a minister should not do. Other peo
ple can be sincere about Christ as well as 
we even though they may not belong to 
the same church. I also like to listen to 
the minister who explains the text his 
sermon is about.

“ I like preaching that is down to earth, 
not too formal, slightly humorous at times, 
but certainly not too informal. I believe a 
few carefully chosen words can take the 
place of many carelessly chosen ones, and 
they definitely should be well chosen.”

Brother Pastor, why not try this experi
ment? Don’t have them sign any name. You 
might be surprised. Alabama Christian Ad
vocate.

Beatitudes for Pastors
Blessed is the pastor who is not swayed 

by the gossip of the weekday to the extent 
that he allows it to enter into his Sunday 
message. He shall have a message from 
God.

Blessed is the pastor who is not offended 
when his predecessor is highly spoken of, 
and who keeps his tongue from speaking 
discrediting things about him. He shall 
be well liked by all.

Blessed is the pastor who does not become 
familiar with the opposite sex. He shall 
continue long in God’s work.

Blessed is the pastor whose home is un
der control, and whose mate conducts her
self, dresses properly. He shall have bless
ings untold.

Blessed is the pastor who does not blame 
everyone else for his mistakes and failures. 
He will be a great leader.

Blessed is the pastor who is not neglect
ful of himself, his family, or the building 
in which he preaches. He will be respected 
by all.

Blessed is the pastor who has a vision; 
who with his eyes open grasps every op
portunity afforded for the advancement of 
the kingdom of God. He shall be desired of 
God’s people.

Blessed is the pastor who is sanctified 
wholly. He shall be happy.—O. N. R o b in 
s o n .

A Homemade Rainbow
We made a rainbow. There was no de

sire to be dramatic. The labor involved was 
wholly manual; but the mood, religious. 
It was a by-product of a very homely duty, 
simply done. The bow was not large, but 
it was perfect.

The ground in m y garden was dry. It 
seemed wise to give it a good sprinkling. 
The process was begun about four o ’clock 
in the afternoon. The slanting rays of a 
summer’s sun were falling very gently upon 
the hot and thirsty soil. When the pleasant 
task was finished, the nozzle of the hose was 
tilted to an angle which made the falling 
spray look like a cooling shower of rain. In 
the corner of the garden, back of the garage, 
God and I made a rainbow!

I knew it was a rainbow. I saw it. Well, 
God saw it, too. It is written in the Book 
o f Genesis, “The bow  w ill be in the cloud, 
and I will look upon it. God said that! His 
promise never fails. It gives one a sense 
o f awe, near of kin to a holy gladness to 
be that close to God in the garden.

We made a rainbow, God and I!
In m y garden under the sky;
A  wee one— a private affair,
On holy ground, ’cause He was there.

I furnished the spray, He gave light,
Both together, we made it bright;
Then, we looked, and behold, a bow 
Came right down on a cabbage row.

A  deep, calm peace comes over me,
When God and I, the same things see; 
Just like a rainbow in this place,
Where He and I work face to face.

There’s never fret, and never frown,
He gives the life, I till the ground;
In m y garden under the sky,
Where we make rainbows, God and I!
— J . W . W eld o n  in  The Pentecostal Herald.

The Purpose of Trial

The design of trial is to perfect the grace 
of patience. This is the finishing touch in 
Christian character, and, like the polishing 
of a fine marble statue, it cannot be done 
suddenly or quickly. It takes a thousand 
delicate touches and a slow process. There
fore “let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing.”—A. B. S im p s o n .
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The Open Door
A Sermon by Rev. Grace E. Robinson

S c r ip t u r e s—I am the door: by me if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved (John 
10:9). Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear m y voice, and 
open the do&r, I will come in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with me (Rev. 
3:20).

W HEN we speak of a door, a mental 
picture of a door of wood comes 

into our mind. We think of the door into 
our own home or perhaps some beautiful 
door into a cathedral or mansion we have 
seen; but, friends, that is not the Door w e 
are to study today. Let us think for a 
while of Jesus, our Open Door.

Jesus speaks; listen, “I am the door: 
by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved.” He does not use the simile and 
say, “ I am like a door”—no, but glory to 
God! He says, “I am the door.”  Just 
what does Jesus mean when He speaks of 
Himself as the door? We find that He 
speaks of Himself as “The True Vine,” 
the “Bread of Life,” and “ The Way.” He 
did not mean that He is a vine as w e see 
a vine growing in our yard, or bread as 
the bread that we eat at our tables, or a 
w ay as the road upon which we drive. He 
uses each of these terms metaphorically, 
and each has a definite spiritual meaning.

He is a vine in the sense that we are the 
branches and absorb Him in our spir
itual life. By daily communion with Him, 
fellowship of the saints, and study of the 
Word, we naturally take on a Christlike 
spirit, so that when people see us they 
know w e have been with Him.

Matthew records Jesus as saying: “Man 
shall not live by  bread alone, but by every 
w ord that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God.” Just as our bodies require 
bread for life, the spiritual body requires 
bread from God. As the Christian com
munes with God, he grows in grace; and 
having Jesus in our lives so that we do 
grow is what He meant when He spoke 
of the Bread of Life.

A  road always leads somewhere, and 
there are two roads to the after life. One 
is Jesus, “ the way” as He speaks of Him
self, which leads to heaven; and the other 
is the “broad road which leadeth to de
struction.” There is only one way to 
heaven and that is through the “ door 
Christ Jesus.”  He said, “ In my Father’s 
house are many mansions.” It thrills us 
to think of heaven and the beauties of 
it, and I do not think there was ever a 
person on earth who did not have a desire 
to go to heaven. Some would try to tell
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us that by living a good moral life, or by 
paying your debts, or by good works you 
will get to heaven, but that is not the 
way my Bible teaches. It says, “He that 
entereth not by the door into the sheep- 
fold, but climbeth up some other way, the 
same is a thief and a robber.” Again the 
text, “I am the door: by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved.”

Let us look at some of the things to 
which Jesus is the Open Door: First, He 
is the door to eternal life: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever
lasting life.” Second, He is the door to 
rest. Listen as He sweetly invites you: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
“Him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out.”  Are you tired, weary, and 
footsore? Do troubles seem to come so 
thick and fast upon you that there seems 
no way of escape? Jesus has promised 
rest to you, and He will not fail to fulfill 
His promise if you will only do your part. 
Third, He is the door to peace. Just as 
the Bible said they would, men today are 
crying “Peace, peace, but there is no 
peace.”  There is unrest all over the world 
in national and international affairs, but 
worse than any world unrest, is the un
rest of the sinner, for he has no rest. Men 
are seeking peace in pleasure of many 
kinds, but listen to me, friend, there is 
no real peace, save in the Prince of Peace. 
He said, “Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

George Adam Smith tells of traveling 
in Syria and seeing a shepherd put his 
flock into the fold for the night. The fold 
had but one opening, but there was no 
door. Mr. Smith asked the shepherd if 
there were any wild beasts to fear. The 
shepherd told him that he had to guard 
constantly against them. “Doesn’t this 
afford poor protection against them?” 
queried Mr. Smith. “No,” the shepherd 
answered. “But there is no door to shut 
out the dangerous enemies.” “Oh,” he 
said, “I am the door!” “ What do you 
mean by that?” questioned the interested 
man. “ I mean this: when my sheep are 
in the fold for the night, I lie down in 
the open space, and no sheep goes out 
except over m y prostrate body, and no 
wolf can enter without first passing me.” 
What protection from the enemy Christ 
gives to those who are in Him!
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Let us look at a door from another 
angle. You remember that well-known 
picture of our Lord standing at the door 
knocking. He says, “Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him and will sup with him, and he 
with me.” The scene has changed now, 
and the door He speaks of here is the 
door of our heart. Do you not see Jesus 
standing there knocking, seeking admis
sion into your heart? You would not 
treat an earthly person as some are treat
ing my Christ. He does not come once 
and when not admitted go away, but 
stands there pleading for you to open 
your heart’s door to Him. Gypsy Smith 
once said, “God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost all stand helpless before the citadel 
of the will and are unable to enter the 
door of the heart until the will bids them 
come in.” How great and mighty is the 
power of choice. God does all He can 
to invite sinners to come to Him, but 
He cannot make them come; it is up to 
them.

“If any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me.” Oh, the 
thought of communing with God. How 
He sets us on our way rejoicing when we 
spend time in prayer with Him. It is 
said that the Aeolian harp is only a set 
of strings set in musical harmony and 
placed where the fingers of the wind can 
play upon them, and music, almost divine, 
floats out to man’s listening ear. Oh how 
wonderful to think that God can play 
upon the strings of our heart and send 
out a life that will tell for Him, a life that 
others will see Christ in. Paul said, “For 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.” How I desire to so live for my 
Master that after I have gone to be with 
my Lord, others can say, “For her to live 
was Christ.”

How uplifting it is to open our hearts 
to Him when we are downhearted, 
tempted, and tried. He said, “I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him”—He 
will share our trials and burdens. He 
knows what we are going through for 
He “was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin,” “And he with 
me”—He will share His joys with us. 
When a new soul is bom into the king
dom, all Heaven rejoices at the birth; 
and we rejoice too when we hear of a 
soul’s accepting Christ, especially if we 
know that person and have prayed for 
him.

Ever since sin entered the world in 
the Garden of Eden, it has been true 
that “without shedding of blood is no re
mission” of sin. Up until the time of 
Christ, people were under a different dis
pensation from now. Then, each had to
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atone for his own sin by bringing a lamb 
to the priest. The lamb’s blood then had 
to be spilt for the sins to be blotted out. 
Nineteen hundred years ago on Calvary, 
our Great Lamb was slain for us. He 
has paid the price with His life that you 
and I might be saved. Each of you has 
heard the story of how, back in the days 
of Moses, the lamb had to be slain and 
its blood put upon the doorposts. It was 
the last night that the Israelites were to 
be in Egypt where they had been in bond
age for over four hundred years. God 
gave specific directions that the first born 
of the Israelites should be saved. “Ye 
shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it 
in the blood that is in the basin, and 
strike the lintel and the two side posts 
with the blood that is in the basin.” "And 
when I see the blood I will pass over you.” 
Many did not heed God’s commands, as 
many are not doing today, and when the 
death angel passed down the streets, if 
there was no blood on the door, he smote 
the eldest child with death. Just as neces
sary as it was for the Israelites to have 
the blood on their door, is it that we have 
the blood applied to our hearts.

Today we have the iceless refrigerator, 
the horseless carriage, the noiseless mo
tor, the waterless cooker, and ever so 
many things with a “less” attached to 
them. In this age of “less” men are try
ing to found a bloodless religion. They say 
they do not like the blood in religion; but 
say, dear one, if you are one of these 
people, there will be a day when you 
will wish you had accepted the blood 
of Jesus. When men try to leave the 
precious blood out of religion, they are 
leaving out the most essential part. When 
Jesus came down to earth and lived 
amongst men, even if He had gone through 
more suffering then He did, but did not 
shed His life’s blood, His death would 
have been to no avail for us.
Oh the blood, the blood is all my plea, 
Hallelujah, for it cleanseth me.

How precious the blood is to the Chris
tian, for they realize that the blood was 
not only the ransom that was paid for 
their salvation, but when they are tempted 
and tried, and plead the blood, the devil 
flees. A friend once said that each morn
ing she prayed that the Lord would keep 
her and her family under the blood of 
Jesus. When we are covered by His 
blood, the darts of the enemy can harm 
us in no way.

A businessman once rode on the train 
with the late William Jennings Bryan, a 
man known all over the world and loved 
and respected by thousands. He said, “I 
shall never forget how, when he entered 
the coach men quit reading their news
papers and turned in their seats to see 
the great commoner as he passed down 
the aisle; how some moved their grips
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from their seats thinking perhaps he 
would sit by them; and how attentive 
the old Negro porter seemed to be.

“When I got on the train,” the man 
continued, “it was different. No one 
quit reading his newspaper to look at me, 
and no one made a place for me to sit. 
The old Negro porter did not even seem 
to see me. I had to find a seat without 
help. As the train pulled out, I sat 
musing on the greatness of the man, his 
world-wide reputation and the influence 
he wielded in the affairs of our country, 
when I was aroused by the voice of the 
conductor saying, ‘Tickets please, have 
your tickets ready.’ And I noticed that 
this great man had to produce a ticket 
to ride on the train the same as I did.” 
So it is in the trip of Glory. Your money, 
your prestige and your reputation may 
get you by many places and through 
many things in this life, but on that trip, 
it will take the blood.

John records God as saying, “I have set 
open doors before you which no man can 
shut.” When we are God’s children He 
will open many doors of opportunity for 
us. There is the door to testify for Him, 
to be a soul* winner, and to “let your 
light shine before men.” When we are 
tested and persecuted He will also open 
many other doors for us. Remember how 
Herod, thinking he would stop the in
creasing interest of Christianity, impris
oned Peter; but God opened the door of 
the prison and he was led out by an angel. 
He opened the doors of bondage for the 
Israelites, the door of the lion’s den for 
Daniel, and the furnace door for the 
Hebrew children. He will also open doors 
for us if we will stay true to Him: for

I have learned as days have passed me, 
Fretting never lifts the load;

And that worry, much or little,
Never smooths an irksome road;

For you kn&w that somehow, always 
Doors are opened, ways are made, 

When we work and live in patience 
Under all the cross that laid.

He who waters meadow lilies 
With the dew from out the sky,

He who feeds the flitting sparrows 
When in need for foctd they cry,

Never fails to help His children 
In all things, both great and small 

For His ear is ever open
To our faintest, far-off call.

The scene has changed once more and 
now we see a shut door. “He that hath 
the key of David, he that openeth, and

no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no 
man openeth.” This is a scene of lost op
portunity. If you, as a sinner, do not 
open your heart to Him, and keep reject
ing Him, He will finally turn away from 
the door and invite you no more. He 
said that His “Spirit shall not always 
strive with man.” Remember the ten vir
gins who were waiting for the bridegroom 
and because of lack of oil, five had to go 
find more? While they were gone, “the 
bridegroom came; and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage: 
and the door was shut. Someday soon 
our Bridegroom is going to come back to 
earth for His bride and then terrible will 
be the hour, if you are not ready to meet 
Him. Speaking of the judgment, Luke 
says, “When once the master of the house 
is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and 
ye begin to stand without, . . . .  saying, 
Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall 
answer and say unto you, I know you 
not whence ye are: Then shall ye begin to 
say, We have eaten and drunk in thy 
presence, and thou hast taught in our 
streets. But he shall say unto you, I tell 
you, I know you not whence ye are; de
part from me, all ye workers of iniquity” 
(Luke 13:25-27).

There comes a time in each of our lives 
that we must stand before the judgment 
bar of God.

I stood alone at the judgment bar of God, 
In the hush of the twilight dim.

And faced the question that pierced my 
heart:

What will you do with Him?
Crowned or crucified: Which shall it be? 
No other choice was offered to me.

I looked on the face so marred with tears 
That was shed in His agony.

The look in His kind eyes broke my heart, 
’Twas full of love for me,

“ The crown or cross?’’ it seemed to say! 
"For or against me—choose thou today.”

He held out His loving hands to me, 
While He pleadingly said, “Obey,

Make Me your choice for I love thee sd.” 
And I could not say Him nay. 

Crowned, not crucified, thus it must be; 
No other way was opened to me.

I knelt in tears at the feet of Christ,
In the hush of the twilight dim,

And all that I was, or hoped, or sought, 
Surrendered untd Him.

Crowned, not crucified, my heart shall 
know

This blessed Christ who loved me so.

« « « « « « « « « • » » » » » » » » »

One gem from that ocean (the Bible) is worth all the pebbles of 
earth’s streams.— R obert  M u r r a y  M cC h e y n e .
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The Theological Question Box

Dr. H . Orton Wiley

What is the meaning of the word “Adam”  
and why was the first man so named?

The word “Adam” is from “adamah” 
meaning “red clay.” The phrase Adam 
min ha-adamah means “red out of red” or 
that man is the red clay being. Over against 
the Semitic idea of creation thus expressed, 
the Aryans have held that the name 
“Adam” is a derivative of the word “mind.” 
Critics have therefore advanced the posi
tion that the Aryans place a higher estimate 
upon man than the Hebrews. This however 
is not true, for the word Adam has a deep
er meaning than mere earthliness.

An earlier writer sets forth this deeper 
meaning in the following significant para
graphs. He says, “Adam min ha-adamah” 
is “red out of red” or “clay out of clay.” 
Man is therefore, “ the being in whose veins 
the rich red earth is liquefied into rich red 
blood. The animal in whom somehow, rich 
red blood rises into the rich red fervency 
of thought and vision. Rich red life climb-”  
ing up an endless ascent out of rich red 
loam; the wonder of it uttered in the He
brew Adam. Life and loam—how far apart! 
Yet somehow, God fused the two together. 
And both are red, warm-tinted, flame- 
hued. The flame that first burnt itself into 
the clay finally became liberated in man, 
to rise higher—ever higher—until its blaz
ing tongues would brush the heavens. Why 
speak only of blazing tongues of revelation 
suspended from the skies and trying to 
reach down to earth? Why think only of 
the mysterious confidences the mute skies 
would occasionally make to man, and not 
of the answering revelations reaching out 
of man’s heart to the heart of the heavens? 
Why not rather, the opposite and, perhaps, 
the more inspiring symbol of flame that 
rises out of the earth, passes through man, 
and stretches upward in the last refine
ment of human thought? But oh, this red
ness rising out of redness, how wonderful 
it is, ‘Adam min ha-adamah!’ I am at home 
everywhere, wherever my feet are planted 
on mother dust. Even death cannot pale 
the essential redness of my life, nor can 
the weather of the world quench my fire. 
The red-hot intensity, which I know to be 
my Self, will not be lost or dissipated in 
death, but will be freed into limitless ar
dors. The time will come when, Elijah-

like, I shall be all flame; and mounting 
aloft in death’s fiery chariot, my song will 
be, Adam min ha-adamah, ‘redness out of 
redness,’ ‘redness seeking redness.’ ”

What is the significance of the Passover 
as interpreted in the life of Christ and in 
the new Christian dispensation?

There are seven outstanding character
istics of the Old Testament symbolism 
which attach to the Passover. (1) The 
lamb chosen and kept; (2) The lamb slain 
at evening time; (3) -the blood sprinkled 
upon the doorposts; (4) The first-born 
spared; (5) The lamb roast with fire; (6) 
The lamb eaten with bitter herbs; and (7) 
The lamb eaten in haste, preparatory to the 
flight from Egypt.

Interpreted in reference to Christ we 
have: (1) The earthly life of Christ; (2) 
His crucifixion and death; (3) The Atone
ment, or the efficacy of His blood to cleanse 
from sin; (4) The Resurrection; (5) His 
breathing upon the disciples that they might 
understand the Scriptures, and the giving 
of commandments through the Holy Ghost. 
(This is the resurrection period and marks 
the beginning of the new spiritual ener
gizing.) (6) The sufferings of Christ are 
evidently typified by the “bitter herbs,” 
and (7) The Ascent to the Father, where 
He received the promise of the Holy Ghost 
which was given to the disciples at Pente
cost.

It will be further noticed that these seven 
items are arranged in three groups or sec
tions. The first four items constitute the 
first group and have reference to the ob
jective phase of the atonement which is
sued in the sparing of the first-born, and 
therefore typical of our justification. It is 
the “passing over” or deliverance from the 
penalty of death, and the restoration to 
newness of spiritual life. The next two 
items compose the second group and refer 
to the subjective aspect of the atonement. 
Here the Lamb is roast with fire and eaten 
with bitter herbs, resulting in spiritual 
communion with Christ and an inward ab
horrence of all sin. The third and last item 
is transitional in character and preparatory 
to Pentecost. The Israelites were to flee 
from Egypt toward the promised land; 
Christ ascended to the Father in order to
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receive the promise of the Holy Ghost 
which He was to send to the church as a 
Comforter; so also to use Mr. Wesley’s 
phrase, we are “justified that we may be 
sanctified.” As the fullness of the covenant 
with Israel was not realized until they were 
brought into the land, and as Christ’s min
istry was not complete until he had again 
ascended to the Father and had received 
the promise, so our salvation is not com
plete until after having been justified 
through faith in His blood, we are also 
cleansed from all inbred sin or sanctified 
wholly by a like faith in the all-atoning 
blood.

What is meant by “ the sin of the world?”

Daniel Curry gives a brief discussion of 
this subject which should make it clear to 
the most obtuse mind or darkened intel
lect. He says, “The sin in which the word 
of God contemplates man—the race as a 
whole, and each member of the race—is pri
marily and essentially a state of the soul, 
a disordered condition of the moral nature, 
and a spirit of real ungodliness. It is true, 
indeed, that because in the Bible things are 
usually seen and considered in concrete 
forms, and not abstractly, sin is often 
brought into view as something abiding in 
overt actions. It is, indeed, an easy and 
altogether an allowable figure of speech 
that in ordinary language the sinful act 
should itself be called sin. But it is ob
vious to the careful observer that there 
is, all through the Bible, a deeper and more 
spiritual meaning given to the word, and 
a less superficial nature of sin is detected 
in the human soul. The spiritual character 
of sin, as contradistinguished from the 
merely formal and outward, is taught in 
every part of the Bible, and in the Old 
Testament no less really than in the gospels 
and apostolical epistles, though in these the 
spiritual element is more clearly displayed. 
In the more devotional utterances of the 
Psalms and of the prophets very much is 
found which evinces the depths of their 
spiritual insight into the nature of the sin 
of the soul. It is something not to be 
taken away by outward observances, 
whether of a ritualistic character or of self
correction; but an inward washing, the 
cleansing of the soul and the giving of a 
new heart, is most earnestly and pointedly 
demanded.”

In this connection, also, Dr. Curry gives 
his analysis of St. John’s conception of the 
sin of the world. “St. John is, beyond all
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others of the New Testament writers, sub
jective in his conceptions and in his methods 
of presenting Christian doctrine, and es
pecially so in respect to the doctrines of the 
spiritual life—of holiness and sin. He gives 
in his first epistle two remarkably clear, 
though concise, characterizations of sin. 
One of these makes it the same with ‘un
righteousness,’ which is literally only a 
term of negation, but in this case a negative 
is equivalent to a positive-opposite. Right
eousness is the spirit of eternal rectitude— 
essential truth and goodness—that distin
guishes the law of God, and reveals to us 
by contrast the iniquity, falsehood, and es
sential badness of ‘all unrighteousness,’ 
which is simply a synonym for sin. What
ever in the domain of the moral universe is 
not conformed to the pattern of God’s 
righteousness is of the nature of sin; and, 
conversely, all sin is whatever there is in 
the moral world that is not righteous. In 
the other statement of this case by the 
apostle we have one of the very few formu
lated philosophical propositions found in the 
Bible; and in this the precise relation of sin 
to the divine law and the holiness of God 
are sharply determined. ‘Sin is the trans
gression of the law,’ is the reading of our 
version, which, if properly understood, is 
a just and felicious rendering of the ori
ginal. The law is a line of unvarying recti
tude, which sin in its very being ‘trans
gresses.’ And yet the figurative idea of 
actively passing over a line—transgressing, 
going beyond—is not found in the original 
word (anomia), which simply expresses 
being and character, but not action. Sin, 
as here characterized by this eminently 
spiritual apostle, is an indwelling spirit of 
illegality, of disloyalty toward God, a law 
in itself opposed to the divine law. In both 
these cases the terms employed in the 
original to characterize sin are negative in 
form, and yet it is plain that in both cases 
a real and positive sense is intended. But 
neither of them signifies action, but, rather, 
permanent and abiding states of the soul. 
In the latter, as noticed above, two spiritual 
states are placed in contrast, the one con
formed to the divine law, and one opposed; 
and this latter one is described as of the 
very essence of sin—perpetually, instinc
tively, and by the necessities of its being, 
striving against God.”

The Old Testament opens with man 
made in the image of God, and the New 
Testament opens with God in the image of 
man.—D a v id  L iv in g s t o n e .
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THE PREACHER’S ENGLISH
Lee win B.

C a p it a l iz a t io n

ANYONE who does not properly capi
talize his writing is considered un

educated. To capitalize without any cer
tainty also indicates a lack of training. It 
is like “Uncle Bud” said about his spelling. 
He said he could beat most people in spell
ing, because he could spell the same word 
several different ways in the same page! 
Editors who examine manuscripts often 
read no further than the first page. The 
story may be good, but it cannot be used 
because the writer has not properly capi
talized. It is easier to send a rejection slip 
than it would be to take his valuable time 
putting the article in shape for the printer.

It is difficult to master all the niceties of 
capitalization, very few ever do, yet there 
is little excuse for one who writes not to 
know the common rules of capitalization. 
If one is a proofreader, writes technical 
compositions, or prepares copy for the 
printer, he must thoroughly understand 
the subject. Some establishments have 
certain rules that govern the style of their 
publications; these rules, of course, must 
be followed in such places. The govern
ment issues a “Style Book” which gives 
detailed instruction for capitalization, punc
tuation, size of type, spacing, and all 
factors that enter into a printed com
position. The rules in this book must 
be followed strictly. Government publica
tions are thus models of correct usage.

We all know that the first word of each 
sentence should begin with a capital letter; 
the first word of each line of poetry, proper 
names, etc.; but I think it may be helpful 
to point out a few rules that are not so 
common, and where many use, or fail to 
use, capital letters.

Some words have lost their force as 
proper names and should not be capitalized, 
unless beginning a sentence. Examples: 
india ink, babbit metal, china clay, ger
man silver, panama hat.

The first word of a series of numbered 
expressions should begin with a capital let
ter, provided the numbers are followed by 
periods: thus,

The government is divided into three de
partments, 1. Legislative; 2. Judicial; 3. 
Executive.

When the numbers are placed within 
parentheses, the capitals should be omitted. 
Thus, the government is divided into three 
departments, (1) legislative, (2) judicial, 
and (3) executive.

The names of the days of the week, holi
days, and months should be capitalized, 
but not the seasons; thus, “The President 
will visit the South this fall.” “The four 
seasons are spring, summer, fall, and win
ter.”
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Williams
All names of the Deity should begin with 

capital letters, also all names of the books 
of the Bible and other sacred writings, thus, 
“Ancient of Days,” “All-Wise Creator,” 
“ the Scriptures,” “ the Koran.”

The pronouns who, whose, and whom are 
not capitalized when referring to Deity. 
Other pronouns are usually capitalized in 
religious books and magazines, but not in 
daily newspapers. They are not capital
ized in the Bible. In quoting scripture it 
is always safe to follow copy. If the an
tecedent of the pronoun is not given, it 
may be necessary to capitalize the pronoun 
in order to preserve the meaning; thus, 
“Let every nation bow down to Him.” “God 
gave his only begotten Son.”

Important historical events, noted written 
documents, extraordinary physical phe
nomena, etc., should be capitalized. This 
rule also applies to well-known short forms 
of proper names; thus, “the Middle Ages,” 
“the Great World War,” “the Declaration of 
Independence,” “the Windy City,” “The 
Gulf,” (of Mexico). The first word of 
every direct quotation or direct question 
should begin with a capital letter. An in
direct quotation should not begin with a 
capital letter; thus, Patrick Henry said, 
“Give me liberty or give me death” (di
rect quotation).

Patrick Henry once said that he wanted 
liberty or death (indirect quotation). The 
question is, “Shall we gain strength by ir
resolution?” (direct question).

The first word of a fragmentary quota
tion should not be capitalized; thus, We 
should remember “a stitch in time saves 
—the button.”

Words indicating relationship should be 
capitalized when used in connection with 
a proper name, or when standing alone as 
a name; but not when used with a pos
sessive pronoun, or with the articles a, an, 
the. Examples: We expect Uncle John 
today. I have heard nothing from my 
uncle John lately. This is my brother 
Charles. I received a gift from Mother; 
or I received a gift from my mother.

Official titles of honor when used for
mally, and when they are used in connec
tion with names, should begin with capital 
letters; thus,

The Superintendent of Schools desires all 
teachers to be present.

Among those present was former Vice- 
President Wallace.

Nominations are now in order for vice- 
president.

The speaker was ex-President Hoover. 
There are many other rules for the use 

of capital letters. A  good book on com
position will give these, and such rules 
should be studied carefully, especially if 
one hopes to see his articles in print.
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SEARCHING TRUTHS FOR MINISTERS

It is a wonderful thing to know the Holy 
Spirit, to have your soul and your body 
not the tomb of buried possibilities, but the 
temple of the Holy Ghost. When the church 
of God gets to that point, something will 
happen. Pray God that you and I may 
get there, and then our witness will shine 
out and blaze forth.—G i p s y  S m i t h .

« « « « « • » » » » »
The Presence of God

The presence of God has no relation to 
this place or that. Whatever duty or de
votion calls we shall find God at hand. If 
we are right with Him we may be just as 
conscious and just as sure of His presence 
in the little cottage kitchen as in a great 
assembly of the saints.

His presence is to be realized as truly at 
the bottom of a coalpit as in a sunny forest 
glade.

We may look for Him with the same con
fidence in the factory, working with thou
sands of others, who know nothing of His 
love.

The place is nothing to Him; the person 
He comes to meet and live with is every
thing—B r a m w e l l  B o o t h .

« « « « « • » » » » »
A  Morning Resolve

“ I will try to live a simple, sincere, and 
serene life, repelling promptly every thought 
of discontent, anxiety, discouragement, im
purity and self-seeking; cultivating cheer
fulness, magnanimity, charity, and the habit 
of holy silence; exercising economy in ex
penditure, generosity in giving, carefulness 
in conversation, diligence in appointed 
service, fidelity to every trust, and a child
like faith in God.”—B is h o p  V in c e n t . 

« « « « « • » » » » »
Precepts for the Preacher

R. W. M a l t b y  in The British Weekly, 
London, says:

1. Preaching without emotion is not 
preaching, but beware of the cheap sub
stitute. Synthetic unction may impress 
simple souls, but it corrupts the preacher.

2. Remember Peniel and wrestle with the 
great themes, even if they throw you. 
Jacob was not Israel until he shrank a 
sinew.

3. Be loyal to your texts. Be aware of 
context; if you leave it, be courteous and 
ask permission. Possibly the writer had 
bigger thoughts than your own.

4. There is always water if you bore 
deep enough.

5. Motorists and preachers should re
member that the aim is not to cover the 
ground, but to see the country and seeing, 
love.

6. Illustrate; but don’t illustrate the 
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obvious. One good illustration is worth 
ten bad.

7. The well is deep, and you must have 
something to draw with. But there is no 
need to make people drink out of the 
bucket, still less to chew on the rope.

8. In preaching—no demand without the 
gift; no diagnosis without the cure. One 
word about sin; ten for the Saviour.

9. Irrelevance is sometimes an infirmity; 
usually it is a sin.

< < « « « « • » » » » »  

Communion with God
None are so likely to maintain watchful 

guard over their hearts and lives as those 
who know the comfort of living in near 
communion with God. They feel their 
privilege, and will fear losing it. They will 
dread falling from their high estate and 
marring their own comfort by bringing 
clouds between themselves and Christ.— 
Selected.

« « « « « • » » » » »

Incense and Perfume
Perfume is the sweetness that naturally 

exhales from the flower. Incense is the 
fragrance that comes from the touch of fire 
and tells of a great transformation. There 
is in the personal character often the per
fume naturally, sweetness of temper, an 
acquired charm of manner. But this is 
not incense. This is but the glory of the 
flesh. Incense is that heavenly touch that 
comes to the heart that has been sur
rendered to God, crucified with Christ, that 
has gone through death and resurrection, 
and that has upon it the marks of the fire 
from God’s altar. It is not sweetness of 
natural temperament but of divine love. 
God make each of our hearts a holy censer 
breathing out the fragrance of His peace, 
His patience, His chastened joy, His all- 
enduring love.—A . B. S im p s o n .

« « « « « •» » » » »

When we become discouraged in the work 
we undertake for Christ, let us remember 
the great truth stated in these words by 
Phillips Brooks: “It does not take great 
men to do great things; it only takes con
secrated men.” The person with limited 
powers and opportunities who consecrates 
all he has to God’s service will accomplish 
far more than the proficient and capable 
person who seeks to do great things in his 
own strength and leaves God out of his 
calculations. Dedicated to God, the shep
herd’s staff in Moses’ hand was greater 
than the scepter of Pharaoh.—Christian Ob
server.
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Reading the Scriptures
.George Mueller gives the following as 

the proper way for reading the Bible: (1) 
Read the Scriptures through regularly; (2) 
read with prayer; (3) read with meditation; 
(4) read with reference to yourself; (5) 
read with faith; (6) read in order to carry 
into practice.—Selected.

< < « « « « • » » » » »
Holy Scriptures 

My conviction deepens that the Bible is 
the most modern book. It is the newest 
book, just published, just out from heaven 
and from God’s heart. Our biography is in 
it. I have thought of taking this as a per
manent text: “Is it not written in the book 
of the chronicles?” The modern news
paper is nothing but Moses and the pro
phets reproduced.

The Bible is mysteriously divine, because 
it is mysteriously human. I see all kinds 
of people reading it, and every man finds 
it was written for him alone. Show me 
one phase of life that the Bible has not 
anticipated and addressed. It puts our 
thoughts into words; it fills our needs; and 
it teaches us the prayers that God can 
answer.—J o s e p h  P a r k e r .

« « « < < « • » » » » »
The Bible Speaks 

The Bible presents to us many penetrat
ing truths. The call to missionary service 
is by no means the least of these. The need 
of the world makes this call urgent. We 
are living in and have an obligation to a 
world that is the Lord’s. We have become 
the children of God who loves this world 
with an unfailing love. We have a Saviour 
who came to redeem this world from all 
iniquity. God is depending upon saved 
men and women to tell the story of His love 
to all peoples of the world.—The Gospel 
Herald.

< « « « < « • » » » » »

Toilers with God
God can grow trees, and lift mountains, 

and fill space with singing stars, and people 
the earth with bright-eyed babies, and 
stretch the seas from continent to continent, 
and weigh the nations as dust in the bal
ance, and fill the earth with his glory; but 
he has so arranged things that he needs 
our help in the salvation of a lost world, 
in comforting a broken heart, in making 
the desert place blossom as the rose for 
those out of whose lives the light has gone 
and into whose lives the night has come. 
Let us help God with his work.—Southern 
Christian Advocate.
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Great Men’s Opinions 
of Christ and the Bible

General MacArthur: “I give thanks for 
God’s guidance which has brought to us 
this success in our great crusade—His is 
the honor, the power, and the glory for
ever.”

General Sir Arthur Smith: “Christ meets 
every need of soldier and civilians.”

General Wavell: “What the men want is 
a quiet place to read their Bibles and turn 
their thoughts to God.”

General Montgomery: “I read my Bible 
every day and I recommend that you do 
the same.”

General Dobbie: “Christ has saved and 
satisfied me for forty-seven years, and I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth.”

The late Field Marshall Sir Douglas Haig: 
“The gospel of Christ is the only hope of 
the world.”-—Tabernacle Tidings.

< < « « « « • » » » » »
How to Read the Bible

Read the Bible, not as a newspaper, but 
as a home letter.

If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within 
reach, gather it.

If a promise lies upon the page as a blank 
check, cash it.

If a prayer is recorded, appropriate it, 
and launch it as a feathered arrow from 
the bow of your desire.

If an example of holiness gleams before 
you, ask God to do as much for you.

If the truth is revealed in all its intrinsic 
splendor, entreat that its brilliance may 
ever irradiate the hemisphere of your life 
like a star.

—F. B. M eyer  
« « « « « • » » » » »

Helpful Hints to the Christian
Get up early, and save time to put on 

the whole armor of God, by close medi
tation and prayer.

Consider the temptation that most easily 
besets you, whether it be hurry, or vanity, 
or lightness. Ponder the consequences of 
these sins, see your weakness to resist 
them, and endeavor to obtain a more feel
ing sense of your helplessness; when you 
have it, you will naturally watch unto 
prayer and look to Christ for strength from 
moment to moment.

When your mind hath been drawn aside, 
do not fret or let yourself go down the 
stream of nature, as if it were in vain to 
attempt to swim against it; but confess 
your fault, and calmly resume your form
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er endeavor, but with more humility and 
watchfulness.

Steal away from business now and then, 
though for two or three minutes only, and 
in the corner where you can be least ob
served pour out your soul in confession 
or a short ejaculation at the feet of Jesus 
for power to watch, and to believe that 
He can keep you watching.

You have but one enemy, my dear friend, 
an indolent, unbelieving heart.—J o h n  
F l e t c h e r .

« < < « « « • » » » » »

What Does Christianity Have to 
Offer?

Do you feel discouraged, disgruntled, de
feated? Does your world seem upset? Your 
outlook dark? Is it hard for you to smile? 
Then why not try Christ and watch the 
difference it will make in your life. Especi
ally the change it will bring to your face. 
Your eyes will glow, your lips will smile, 
the corners of your mouth will turn up
wards, for knowledge of Christ and faith in 
his teachings bring happy faces. You will 
walk with a steady gait, with shoulders 
thrown back, chin up, head erect. Why? 
Because Christ makes your burdens easier 
to carry. Christianity can be used on all 
colors—black, white, yellow and red; all will 
respond to proper treatment. Christianity 
does not fade; it grows clearer and brighter 
each time it is' applied! It works on all ages, 
in all situations, and under any circum
stances. It carries a lifetime guarantee! It 
is inexpensive to get, but it pays big divi
dends. It has been tried, tested, and proven. 
— B e v e r l y  L o u is e  R if f e ,  in The Watchman- 
Examiner.

« « « « « • » » » » »  
Sunday-School Facts

Eighty per cent of all the Protestant 
churches in the United States today were 
first Sunday schools.

Ninety-seven per cent of all Protestant 
preachers were first members of the Sun
day school before their conversion, and 
through its influence were led to attend 
church, hear the gospel, and become Chris
tians and eventually ministers of the gospel.

Eighty-five per cent of Protestant church 
members were members of the Sunday 
school before their conversion and were led 
to be saved, unite with the church, and be
come Christian workers largely through the 
influence of the Sunday school.

Fifty per cent of all unsaved people who 
attend our churches are members of the 
Sunday school; hence the Sunday school 
is providing the church with cne-half of its 
prospects for salvation and church mem
bership.
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It has been estimated that more than 
fifty per cent of our Bible knowledge was 
acquired through the Sunday school.

Ninety-eight per cent of all Sunday- 
school trained boys and girls never get into 
serious trouble or crime. The vast ma
jority of criminals never attend Sunday 
school.—from United Evangelical Action. 

« « « « « • » » » » »
Some Startling Questions

Must we have a Christmas that we may 
remember His incarnation?

Must we have a Palm Sunday that we 
shall not forget His presentation?

Must we have a Good Friday that we 
shall remember His crucifixion?

Must we have an Easter that we not for
get His resurrection?

Must we have novel programs and special 
speakers to induce us to His house of wor
ship?

Must we have attendance contests to stir 
us to meet for the study of His Word?

Must we have chapter counts to make 
us read His Word?

Must we have luminous prayer reminders 
lest we forget to talk with Him before re
tiring?

Must we have pledges and self-denial 
banks to make us give to Him?

Must we be jollied and flattered to make 
us sing His praises?

Must we be coaxed and coddled to make 
us serve Him?

Must we have these and numberless 
other devices purporting to aid in our wor
ship and service?

If we must, it is because we do not know 
Him as we ought.—Faith and Works. 

« « « « < < • » » » » »
“If we look down, then our shoulders 

stoop. If our thoughts look down, our char
acter bends. It is only when we hold our 
heads up that the body becomes erect. It 
is only when our thoughts go up that our 
life becomes erect. Let us ‘seek those 
things which are above,’ and then our life 
will be one that is pleasing to God.”— 
Exchange.

« « « « « • » » » » »
Tomorrow

Pagan proverbs assert that it is foolish to 
harass ourselves about an unknown and 
uncertain tomorrow, and so we must simply 
enjoy today. But Christ declares that we 
ought to trust in the protection and bless
ing of our heavenly Father; and thus, while 
not heedless of the future, we may be free 
from anxiety about it.

The heathen say, “Tomorrow depends on 
chance; therefore try to forget it and en
joy life today.” Christ says, “Tomorrow 
and all its wants will be provided for you 
by your heavenly Father; therefore think 
of it without anxiety, and try to do right 
and please God today.”—J o h n  B r o a d u s .
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QUOTABLE POETRY

I Thank the Lord— Do You?
M ab e l  G l e n n  H a l d e m a n  

I thank the Lord for life and breath,
For health and strength, escape from death, 
For home and friends, who o’er me yearn, 
For glowing fires which truly burn—

Do you?
I thank the Lord for sweet release 
From sins of years, which could not cease, 
Until in utter nothingness 
I did my sins to God confess—

Do you?
I thank the Lord for life divine,
Which changed this wicked heart of mine, 
For making me a creature new,
And leading all life’s journey through— 

Do you?
I thank the Lord for treasure laid 
Where neither can they rust nor fade,
For joys eternal now begun,
And shall not end at set of sun—

■Do you?
I thank the Lord for vict’ry won 
O’er sin and Satan by God’s Son,
For grace to conquer in each test,
For joy and comfort, perfect rest—

Do you?
I thank the Lord, in spite of all 
The evils that would me appall;
I thank Him that the sky is clear,
And that I know He’ll soon be here!—

Do you?
—Exchange.

« « « « « • » » » » »

Thanksgiving
E l iz a b e t h  P a y s o n  P r e n t is s  

I thank Thee, O my God, that through Thy 
grace

I know Thee, who Thou art;
That I have seen the beauty of Thy face 

And felt Thee in my heart.
I thank Thee, O my Saviour, who hast 

deigned 
To stoop to even me;

Within my inmost soul hast ruled and 
reigned,

And will my ransom be.
I thank Thee, Holy Spirit, that Thy wings 

Brood o’er my wandering mind;
Bringing to remembrance sacred things 

To which my eyes were blind.
I thank Thee, Triune God! But oh, how cold 

The warmest words I speak;
For love and goodness, strange and mani

fold,
Ail human words are weak.
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Oh, teach me, then, to praise Thee with my 
life

With stem obedience;
To make the atmosphere about me rife 

With silent eloquence!
—The Fellowship News 

« « « < < « • » » » » »  

Thanks-giving 
L a u r a  E m i l y  M a u  

Thanks-giving is not merely giving thanks 
For benefits received from day to day;
It’s worship, adoration, praise, and song, 
It’s living Christ and giving things away.

It’s feasting on the Spirit of the things 
God has prepared for his world’s needs 

each day;
Of sharing sacrificially the things 
That will live on and serve eternally.

—Christian-Evangelist. 
« « « « « • » » » » »

The Bible 
I s a a c  W a t t s  

How shall the young secure their hearts 
And guard their lives from sin?

Thy Word the choicest rule imparts 
To keep the conscience clean.

When once it enters to the mind,
It spreads such light abroad;

The meanest souls instruction find 
And raise their thoughts to God.

Thy Word is everlasting truth;
How pure is every page!

That Holy Book shall guide our youth 
And well support our age.

« « « « « • » » » » »

The Bible
Most wondrous Book, bright candle of the 

Lord,
Star of eternity! The only star 
By which the bark of man could navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 
Securely; only star which rose on time, 
And, on its dark and troubled billows still, 
As generation, drifting swiftly by, 
Succeeded generation, threw a ray 
Of Heaven’s own light, and to the hills of 

God,
The eternal hills, pointed the sinner’s eye. 
This Book, this glorious Book, on every line 
Marked with the seal of high divinity;
On every leaf bedewed with drops of love 
Divine, and with the eternal heraldry
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And signature of God Almighty stamped 
From first to last, this ray of sacred light, 
This lamp from off the everlasting throne, 
Mercy took down, and in the light of time 
Stood, casting on the dark her gracious 

bow;
And even now beseeching men, with tears, 
And earnest sighs, to read, believe, and live.

— POLLOK

« « « « « • » » » » »

Bells of Christmas
O Bells of Christmas, ring out the message 

Of peace on earth, to men good will;
In spite of hatred, war, and bloodshed,

The God of peace is reigning still.

O Bells of Christmas, repeat the story 
Of Bethlehem’s Babe sent from above, 

To bring to fallen man redemption 
Through God’s all-sacrificing love.

O Bells of Christmas, peal out the wonders 
Of the holy Christ who dwells within, 

Cleansing and healing, overcoming, 
Causing us life’s fight to win.

0  Bells of Christmas, chime sweet carols, 
Whose music rich shall never cease: 
Heralding truth to men and nations

Of Christ, the coming Prince of peace.
— T in n ie  W h ee le r  

< < « « « « • » » » » »

The Spirit of Christmas 
A n n ie  J o h n s o n  F l in t

1 question if Christmas can ever be “merry”  
Except to the heart of an innocent child;

For when time has taught us the meaning 
of sorrow
And sobered the spirits that once were so 

wild,
When all the green graves that lie scattered 

behind us
Like milestones are marking the length 

of the way,
And echoes of voices that no more shall 

greet us
Have saddened the chimes of the bright 
' Christmas day—

We may not be merry, the long years for
bid it,

The years that have brought us such 
manifold smarts,

But we may be happy, if only we carry 
The Spirit of Christmas deep down in 

our hearts.

Threefold is the Spirit, thus blending to
gether

The faith of the shepherds who came to 
the King,

And, knowing naught else but the angel’s 
glad message,

Had only their faith to His cradle to 
bring;

The hope of the Wise Men that rose like 
the day-star 

To lighten the centuries’ midnight of 
wrong,

And the love of the Child in the manger 
low-lying,

So tender and patient, so sweet and so 
strong.

Hence I shall not wish you the old “Merry 
Christmas,’’

Since that is of shadowless childhood a 
part,

But one that is holy and happy and peace
ful,

The Spirit of Christmas deep down in 
your heart.

—Christian Victory 

« « « « « • » » » » »

Come, See the King!

I ls e  L e f t o n  S c h l a it z e r

A King is born—Lo, see His star 
Upon Judean hills agleam;

O wondrous Babe for whom men are 
In awesome joy filled with esteem.

A King vmtures—Lo, see God’s Son, 
Whose deeds the Father’s love reveal;

O Christ of Naz’reth, gracious One,
Thou only canst restore and heal.

A King is scorned—Lo, see His Cross 
O’ershadowing palm-leaves of praise;

■ O blest Messiah, great the loss
Endured throughout Thy earthly days.

A King is slain—Lo, see the place 
Blood-stained, for every sinner lost;

O Lamb of God, unfathomed grace 
Poured forth from Thee at such a cost!

A King is risen—Lo, see His tomb—
’Tis void; and death has lost its sting;

O Lord Victorious, all earth’s gloom 
’Neath Thy subjection Thou dost bring.

A King now reigns—Lo, see Him there 
In Glory at the Father’s side;

O blessed day, when in the air
He’ll claim His raptured, chosen Bride.

—The Alliance Weekly.
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S E R M O N  O U T L I N E S

The Enduring Word
Lesson—I Peter 1:22—2:3.
Text—I Peter 1:25.

I n tr o d u c t io n

The Bible is the Word of God. As liter
ature it holds first place in the world’s 
best. It has variety of style and diversity 
of authorship, but it has unity of theme 
and purpose. From Genesis to Revelation 
the central theme is Redemption in Christ. 
We do not hold that it is inerrant in its 
mechanical construction, but even in that 
respect it is amazingly accurate. As a 
revelation of God and His will for man, 
as a guide for man’s moral conduct, and as 
a light to lead Him to heaven, it is infall
ible.

The critics have done their worst to tear 
it apart, but even they admit that it con
tains the word of God. We are convinced 
that it is the word of God. As Matthew 
Henry has said, “The Bible is pure truth 
without mixture. It is entire truth with
out deficiency.” Any subtraction, alterations, 
or additions would detract from its worth. 
There is no way to improve upon its essen
tial message. Everything in the Bible is 
true. That is not so because it is in the 
Bible, but it is in the Bible because it is 
true. Therefore, it is because the Word 
of God is eternally true that it endures 
forever.

B o d y
I. The enduring quality of the Word is 

proof of its divinity. Being the Word of 
God it partakes of His eternity. In the 
context, Peter, quoting Isaiah, likens all 
flesh and the glory of man to the grass and 
its flower. The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth, but the word of the Lord endureth 
forever. In contrast to the fading, fleeting 
temporality of man, God’s Word shall never 
pass away. Though heaven and earth pass 
away, His Word shall not fail. The Bible 
has stood all the tests to which it could 
be subjected.

A. The Word of God has stood the test 
of time. The manuscripts that have been 
brought together in our Bible are among 
the oldest documents of recorded history. 
Nearly nineteen centuries have passed since 
the last of them was written. During those 
centuries whole civilizations have passed 
away. The progress of learning has been 
remarkable. Science has brought to light 
many hidden mysteries. Education has 
been brought within the reach of many com
mon people. Many ideas once held true have 
been proved untrue. Little of the world 
literature that compares with the age of 
the Bible is in existence and very few peo
ple read what is in circulation. The Bible 
was produced by a small nation with ori
ental as well as ancient environments sur
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rounding it. But in every age and in every 
nation the Bible has taken a commanding 
place in the thought of men, and it has 
kept that place. There is something date
less and deathless about the Bible. There 
is a living energy in it that keeps it alive 
and fresh with every successive generation 
of men.

B. The Bible has stood the test of intel
lectual criticism. No man or book could 
condemn sin and the sinful as the Bible 
does without inviting the hate of the wicked 
and ungodly. Therefore, at various times 
in human history the Bible has been the 
object of malicious attack. But those who 
have sought to prove it false have passed 
away as their words and works have done. 
The Bible remains. At the close of the 
French Revolution the men of the French 
Academy of science listed eighty scientific 
“facts” which contradicted the Bible. They 
rejected the Bible as untrue. Now, in 
little more than one hundred years, not one 
of the eighty “facts” is held true by any 
authentic scholar, while the Bible is read 
and believed by more people than ever be
fore in the history of the world. The 
change is in the brief years of my own min
istry. Now the Bible is being printed in 
over one thousand languages. It is being 
shipped by carloads and boat loads to all 
parts of the world. It has been the com
fort and support of many men in the war. 
Shipwrecked sailors, imperiled airmen, 
and fighting, dying men have loved its 
truth and beauty. It stands the test of 
modern criticism. It has stood the attacks 
of its foes and the misrepresentations of its 
friends. It ever grows as a great mountain 
of truth to fill the earth with the knowl
edge of God.

C. The Bible has stood the test of con
stant perusal. What other book would you 
read every day or read through and start 
in to read it again. What other book be
comes more meaningful and interesting 
with every reading. It is an exhaustless 
mine of spiritual wealth. It is a treasure 
within a treasure. Its great passages are 
like diamonds with many facets. You may 
study a passage until you think its wonder 
is all discovered, only to find that there 
are still other facets flashing their light 
and glory into your mind and heart. We 
call it, “The Old Book,” but it is ever new. 
“It is new every morning and fresh every 
evening.” No one who knows his Bible 
well is ignorant. No one who is ignorant of 
it is learned. The wisest and ablest lead
ers of men have been influenced by its 
spirit and have based their philosophy upon 
its truth. The most powerful speakers have 
quoted it freely. I mention a few such as 
Edmund Burke, W. E. Gladstone, Abraham 
Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, Winston Church-
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hill, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. The Word 
of the Lord endureth forever.

II. The spiritual power of the Word is 
the final and most conclusive proof that it 
is divine. The thought and purpose of God 
as revealed in His Word is the redemption 
and recreation of man. The means by 
which His purpose is to be realized is by 
the Word of God. It is God’s plan to pro
duce a new spiritual race through Christ, 
the last Adam. For that reason Jesus said, 
“Ye must be bom again.”

A. The seed of the new birth is the 
word of God (v. 23). There is no doubt 
that Jesus intended to draw an analogy 
between the natural birth and the spiritual 
birth when he said, “Ye must be born 
again.” In depraved man the moral and 
spiritual nature is dead and sterile. There 
is no life there and no seed to produce life 
until the Word of God is planted in the 
mind and soul of man. This places upon 
us solemn responsibility for sowing the 
seed of God’s word. When it has fallen 
upon good ground, which is the ground 
where faith is mixed with the word, the 
process of germination begins. The seed 
thus fertilized by faith and encouraged by 
the light and warmth of the Spirit of God 
will soon begin to grow. Its full fruit is 
seen in the lives of men transformed by 
grace divine until they are, in the spiritual 
sense of the New Testament, sons of God. 
Without the seed of the Word there can be 
no life in the Spirit. Without the seed 
certainly there can be no flower and fruit.

B. The Word of God also exerts its sanc
tifying power in the souls of men. Jesus 
prayed: “Sanctify them through thy truth. 
Thy word is truth.” (I Peter 1:22.) Obey
ing the truth through the spirit brings 
purity, and to the pure soul God imparts 
unfeigned and fervent love. The result 
is seen in verse 1 of chapter 2. In the 
pure heart full of love there can remain no 
malice. In the sanctified heart full of 
truth there can be no guile. In the heart 
where all is sincerity there can be no 
hypocrisies. In the pure heart full of hu
mility there can be no envies. In the pure 
heart full of praise to God there can be 
no evil thinking or speaking. The invasion 
of the sanctifying Spirit of Truth drives out 
all the carnal propensities of the soul, the 
works of the flesh, and in their stead the 
fruit of the Spirit abounds.

C. The Word of God is also the food 
of this new life (chapter 2, vv. 2 and 3). 
The nurture of the spiritual life is the Word 
of God. It is to the soul what food is to 
the body.

1. The Word of God is milk to newborn 
babes. They taste and thereafter ever 
crave its satisfying sustenance.

2. The Word of God is strong meat to 
the sanctified and mature soul (I Cor. 
3:2; Heb. 5:12; 6:1).

We are compelled to cater too much to 
an infantile appetite. We give out milk,
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and blue John at that, when we ought to 
serve strong meat. More people die of un
dernourishment than of indigestion.

There will never be any rich and ripened 
sainthood among us unless we give them 
the bread of life and the strong meat of 
the Word. The Scriptures make men wise 
unto salvation.

The Word is the hidden manna for the 
hungry soul. It never loses its taste, for 
it is sweeter than honey in the honeycomb. 
It never is stale or dry, and the supply 
of this heavenly food is never short. It 
is not rationed. The Word meets every 
need of the soul growing up into sainthood. 
It offers strength to the man who bears the 
burden and heat -of the day as a soldier of 
Christ. It offers encouragement to the 
soul that is near defeat. (Isaiah 40:31). 
It offers solace to the sorrowing (Isaiah 
61:3). The Word of God offers hope to 
the despairing (II Cor. 4:17, 18).

C o n c l u s io n
Since we have this priceless and exhaust- 

less treasure in our possession we have a 
twofold duty. Our first duty is to our
selves. We are guilty of spiritual suicide 
if we starve and dwarf our souls by failure 
to study God’s Word and meditate therein. 
It requires our daily attention to it to ex
plore and exploit its treasures for our
selves. At private devotions, at family al
tars, at the means of grace in the house 
of God, we should learn the Holy Scrip
tures which make us wise unto salvation.

Our next obligation is like unto the first. 
We must give the wealth of God’s Word to 
others. We can do it by personal work, in 
our Sunday school, in our church services, 
and the American Bible Society offers to 
help us. Let us do our part to get the 
Bible to the whole world.—G. B. W i l l ia m 
s o n .

The Little Town of Bethlehem
Lesson—Matt. 2:1-12.
Text—Micah 5:2.

I n tr o d u c t io n  
The economy of God does not rest in the 

wisdom of man. Even men who are called 
“wise” blunder when they assume that it 
does. The three kings of the Orient were 
led correctly so long as they followed the 
star. The highest wisdom of man is to 
learn to fellow the leadings of the Lord. 
When these sages became over-confident, 
they went to Jerusalem to find the infant 
King they had come to worship. He was 
not there. When they turned their faces to 
Bethlehem, again they saw the star. Their 
mistake embarrassed them, gave occasion 
to Herod’s rage which made exiles of the 
Christ child and His parents, and brought 
wholesale murder to the children of Beth
lehem.

Human reason dictated that Kings are 
born in capital cities and in royal palaces,
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but God had declared that the King of 
Kings should be born in Bethlehem. His 
providences appointed the manger bed as 
the place of His only begotten Son’s advent 
into the world. Thus God appointed the 
little town of Bethlehem to become the 
most famous city in the world. So God 
often appoints the exaltation of the small 
things that men of the world pass by un
noticed. The rural church that ambitious 
preachers despise may produce a great 
leader. That unimpressive lad may become 
a David, a Luther, or a Matthew Simpson. 
The logic of men does not always support 
the appointment of God. But there is good 
reason for His arrangement and the re
sults will justify His wisdom.

Bethlehem means “the house of bread.” 
Was it not the house of bread to Ruth 
the Moabitess who became the ancient 
progenitor of the great King David and his 
line? Was it not the place where that 
greatest of the kings was born and grew 
to manhood? And was it not good that 
He whom David called Lord should begin 
His earthly life there as his seed and suc
cessor upon His throne? And was it not 
significant that He who should be the Bread 
of Life to all believing souls should be born 
in the “House of Bread,” even in Bethle
hem.

There are some places which confer hon
or upon those who are born there. Other 
places are made famous by the fact that 
they have by chance or providence offered 
a birthplace for some great one. Being 
born in Bethlehem contributed little to the 
fame of Jesus, but it exalted Bethlehem to 
highest honor.

B ody

I. Now I should like to point out one or 
two incidental observations that can be 
drawn from our text.

A. The first one is that there is accuracy 
in the divine foreknowledge. At least 700 
years before the advent of our Lord, the 
prophet Micah pointed out the village of 
Bethlehem as the place of His birth. The 
fulfillment of that prophecy was perfect. 
But it was not as simple as it might seem. 
In order to make history fit into prophecy 
it was necessary that a decree should go 
forth from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be taxed. And to fill the 
need completely it was required that every 
man should go to his native city to meet 
the collector of the revenue. Thus God 
used the machinery of a world empire to 
bring about His will, and made millions 
travel many millions of miles that His will 
in one instance might be done. Like the 
others, Mary and Joseph traveled the dis
tance from Nazareth to Bethlehem to do 
the will of Augustus and to fulfill the ap
pointments of Almighty God.

This is only one illustration of how God 
has used the machinations of wicked and 
worldly men to work out his over-all pur
pose. He was yet to prove that His gos
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pel chariots of peace were to travel the 
Roman roads built for war throughout the 
world. In like manner God has used the 
system of imperialism which Great Britain 
has built in modern times to carry mis
sionaries to the ends of the earth and 
establish gospel work in many lands under 
the protection of civilization.

God grant that the dispersion of Ameri
can men throughout the world in the re
cent great global war shall at last result 
in the spread of the gospel of peace among 
many nations. May the ships of the sea 
and air that have carried fighting men and 
bombs now carry soldiers of the Cross and 
Bibles in the language of all men.

The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem is but 
one of the many prophecies fulfilled ac
curately in the events of Jesus’ life. This 
leads us to the conclusion that what God 
has promised He will do. And whatever 
His inspired prophets predict shall come 
to pass. Therefore, we can rely upon it 
that as certainly as the promised Saviour 
came the first time, He will also come the 
second time. , It may be well for us to 
note that the prophecies of God’s Word 
are never technical, mathematical, or de
tailed. God does not work in a straight 
jacket. His program of the ages is not 
pigeonholed. Micah did not predict that 
on December 25, 710 years later the Christ 
would be born in a manger in Bethlehem. 
Rather he said in prophetic and poetic 
language, “Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands 
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlasting.”

And now those who are possessed of a 
passion for prognostication, who work out 
mathematical schemes and calculations to 
set the year or the century in which Christ 
will come again, violate the Spirit of 
prophecy and its interpretation. They as
cribe to themselves a wisdom beyond what 
is written and do as much violence to 
divine inspiration as those who subtract 
from the Word of God that which does not 
fit their fancy.

Jesus will come again in like manner 
as He went away. But of that hour, day, 
year, or century no man knows, not even 
the angels themselves. God alone has that 
time set. He has not revealed it to anyone. 
But depend upon it, what He has promised 
He will perform.

B. The second incidental observation that 
I draw from the text is that there is perfect 
harmony between the revelations of God’s 
Word and the direct leadings of His Spirit.

There were three factors which contri
buted to the success of the wise men of 
the East in finding the infant King. They 
were men of learning. Their knowledge 
of the heavenly bodies and their movements 
helped them to discover and to follow the
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star. The star directed their way. But 
to find the Christ they needed to consult 
the Word of God. Those three factors are 
important in a God-directed life.

When these men relying on human judg
ment went to Jerusalem, they lost sight 
of their star. When they consulted the 
prophets, they turned toward Bethlehem 
and, behold, the star shone upon them 
again and came and stood near the place 
where the young child lay.

Human judgment is not reliable. The 
star light of the Spirit of God within is 
absolutely reliable. But to make sure that 
our impressions are of the Spirit of God 
we need to check them with the Word. 
The Spirit’s leading supported by sound 
judgment and confirmed by the Word of 
God is without fault or failure. Your 
life may be as surely led to the fulfillment 
of God’s will as those wise men were led 
to Bethlehem.

II. Now we turn our thought from the 
incidental observations to the fundamental 
proclamation of the text. It proclaims 
the supreme rulership of Jesus. “Out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is 
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting,” 
or as in the margin—from the days of 
eternity. There are many who question 
the supremacy and authority of Jesus, but 
without fear of successful contradiction I 
declare that:

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness
And, wonders of His love.

A. Jesus rules by the purity of His life. 
No one has ever yet found a defect in His 
character or a fault in His conduct. His 
thoughts were thoughts of goodness, purity, 
and truth. His words were words of 
honesty, chastity, and beauty. His deeds 
were deeds of kindness, gentleness, 
and love. He not only demonstrated 
all the passive virtues but all of the active 
ones as well. He took a positive stand 
against every form of evil. He was fearless 
and forthright in His denunciations of men 
and systems that were wrong. He cham
pioned every cause that made for the bet
terment of human life and the nobility of 
personality. He has been the potential 
cause of every revolution in 2,000 years of 
history which has brought blessing to the 
race. He is the antithesis of sin, darkness, 
disease, and death. In the place of sin He 
set holiness. In the place of darkness He 
is the Light. In the place of disease He 
gives health. In the place of death He brings 
life and immortality to light. He said in 
His valedictory prayer, “I have glorified 
thee in the earth.” Truly, every sober 
thought of Jesus has reflected glory to God. 
Well did the angels sing, “Glory to God in 
the highest,” at His birth. Jesus rules by 
the purity of His life.
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B. This Governor from Bethlehem rules 
also by the invincibility of His Spirit. The 
Spirit of Jesus is the Spirit of love. Love 
is the only power that can rule forever. 
Napoleon Bonaparte is credited with the 
saying, “Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, 
Charlemagne, and I have built world em
pires with the sword. Jesus Christ built a 
world kingdom with love. Our empires 
have all fallen. His remains and shall 
forever.”

I was in the crowded city one day this 
week. I looked into a window where the 
Christmas story was told in picture form. 
I saw beyond the product of the artist’s 
skill. I saw a Babe in Bethlehem’s man
ger. I saw angels and shepherds and wise 
men, by faith’s vision, as they were there 
in adoration and wonder over 19 centuries 
ago. I said, “No story of all time has so 
captured the imagination of men. Millions 
will hear it spoken and sung the world 
over this year.” Passing time has not 
robbed it of its reality. War and hate have 
not destroyed the spirit of love and peace. 
The superficial accretions of men have not 
robbed the Star of Bethlehem of its holy 
light. Every burning candle, every shin
ing star, every gift that is given, every song 
that is sung proclaims that the unconquer
able, invincible Spirit of Jesus is present 
in the world today contending for the place 
that He deserves in the lives of men. For 
these two thousand years He has been 
contending against the powers of evil. 
Even in the last great war, His Spirit was 
prevailing in every battle front: where He 
did not rule He overruled. And now in 
every capitol from Chungking to Washing
ton and from Tokyo to Moscow He pleads 
for peace. In every courtroom He cries 
out against revenge and vindictiveness and 
speaks for justice. In every conference 
room He argues for equality and fair play. 
In every life He pleads for righteousness 
and truth. Though sometimes it looks like 
He is defeated and His voice is not heard, 
yet He who died on a cross and triumphed 
over death and hell shall at last prevail. 
“The sword conquers for awhile. The 
Spirit conquers forever.” No, to me Jesus 
is not the forgotten man. He is the most 
unforgettable character of all the ages.

C. Again, this King from Bethlehem 
shall reign by the sovereignty of His will. 
Men do not do His will. I know that full 
well, but that does not change His will. It 
changes them. They do not defeat His ul
timate purpose. They defeat themselves. 
The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the head of the corner. Whoso
ever shall fall upon it shall be broken in 
repentance; but on whomsoever it shall fall, 
he shall be ground to powder in judgment. 
He shall subdue all things unto himself.

D. At last Jesus shall rule by the ma
jesty of His glorious presence. When He 
came the first time He came in weakness. 
When He comes again He shall come in
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power and great glory, and every eye shall 
see Him and they also that pierced Him. 
“Who is this that cometh from Edom, with 
dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is 
glorious in his apparel, travelling in the 
greatness of his strength? I that speak in 
righteousness, mighty to save. Wherefore 
art thou red in thine apparel, and thy gar
ments like him that treadeth in the wine- 
fat? I have trodden the winepress alone; 
and of the people there was none with me: 
for I will tread them in mine anger, and 
trample them in my fury; and their blood 
shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and 
I will stain all my raiment. For the day 
of vengeance is in mine heart, and the 
year of my redeemed is come” (Isaiah 63: 
1-4). “And he hath on his vesture and 
on his thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 
19:16).

C o n c l u s io n  
The rulership of Jesus is to be over 

Israel—the Israel that is by faith, and His 
reign shall be unending. The prophet, 
Micah gave as proof that His reign would 
not end the fact that it had no beginning. 
It had been from the days of eternity 
Isaiah said, “Of the increase of his govern
ment and peace there shall be no end.” He 
said to John on Patmos, “I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, which 
is and which was and which is to come, 
the Almighty.”—G. B. W il l ia m s o n .

Saved to the Uttermost
Text—Hebrews 7:25.

I n tr o d u c t io n  
The name “Jesus” is of divine selection. 

The angel of the Lord said to Joseph, “Thou 
shalt call his name Jesus for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” The name 
means “God is Saviour.” It is the same 
name that is called Joshua in the Old 
Testament. It was in very frequent usage 
among the chosen people until it was given 
to our Lord. Now it is seldom heard as a 
current name either among the Jews or 
Christians. The Jews have scorned it. The 
Christians have reverenced it. To name 
one of our children Jesus would be to 
commit sacrilege. We hold that name 
sacred and holy if we know him as our 
Saviour. There are those who blaspheme 
that holy name. Why anyone should choose 
that lovely name to profane is an unan
swerable question. There are many who 
do not profane it but they dishonor it by 
their failure to worship and serve Him. 
There are others who belittle that holy 
name by claiming Him as a great teacher 
and leader but rob Him of his power to 
save men from their sins. There are still 
others who discount seriously the authority 
and sovereignty of his name by denying 
either in theory or in practice, or both, His 
power to save men from their sins and en
able them to live in victory day by day.
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As we enter the Christmas season let us 
honor that wonderful name. It is well that 
we should celebrate a great festive oc
casion, especially since our world has come 
to a measure of peace. We do right to sing 
our Christmas songs. Let us fill the air 
with music and song. We should give 
gifts and remember the needy and the shut- 
ins and we should make an offering unto 
the Lord that many more people may hear 
His blessed gospel proclaimed in His name.

But let us truly honor Jesus our Saviour 
by a faith that claims for us and for all 
who receive Him a full and uttermost sal
vation.

His is the name high over all 
In earth and sea and sky,

Before Him angels prostrate fall 
And demons fear and fly.

“There is none other name under heav
en given among men, whereby we must 
be saved.” He has provided for man’s 
need in a perfect salvation. For “he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost who 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them.”

He fully saves all who believe in Him. 
He does not leave men plunged in a gulf 
of dark despair. He does not lift them 
halfway out or leave them faltering on the 
brink. He saves, cleanses, satisfies, and 
will at last glorify all who receive Him.

B o dy

I. Christ’s power to save is derived from 
His unchanging priesthood. Jesus Christ 
came to fulfill a threefold office of prophet, 
priest, and king. While He was in the days 
of His flesh, He was engaged for the most 
part as a prophet, a teacher and preacher 
of righteousness. He was proclaiming the 
eternal truths of His kingdom. But before 
He ascended to the Father He began His 
priestly ministry. The prayer recorded 
in John 17 is the valedictory prayer of His 
prophetic ministry. It marks the beginning 
of His ministry of intercession as our High 
Priest. That ministry was continued in 
Gethsemane. At Calvary he made himself 
a spotless and an eternal sacrifice to God. 
He arose from the dead and ascended upon 
high to continue His priestly intercession 
until the time comes for Him to return in 
power and glory to be the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. Now He is our High 
Priest. As such He meets all that we need 
in our priest.

A. We need a priest who understands us 
and knows our need. Jesus is such a 
Priest. “For verily he took not on him the 
nature of angels; but he took on him the 
seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things 
it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation for the sins 
of the people. For in that he himself hath
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suffered being tempted, he is able to suc
cour them that are tempted. Wherefore, 
holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling, consider the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus” 
(Heb. 2:16—3:1); “Seeing then that we 
have a great high priest, that is passed into 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our profession.. For we have 
not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need” (Heb. 4:14-16).

The question has been asked, “Since Jes
us ascended to the Father has He continued 
to be the Son of Man as well as the Son 
of God?” I believe in a sense He is still 
one person with two natures. To be sure, 
his body is a glorified body since His death 
and resurrection. But He bears a recog
nizable form, for Stephen said, as He was 
dying, “Behold, I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God.” “But this man, after he had 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat 
down on the right hand of God” (Heb. 
10:12). “Hereafter shall ye see the Son 
of man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 
26:64).

The limitations of His incarnation are 
gone but the experience which He had in 
common with men remains a part of Him. 
Therefore, He has perfect understanding 
of our need and is touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities. Therefore, let us come 
boldly to the throne of grace that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. Jesus is the High Priest we need. 
He fairly and effectively represents man 
before God. When men are choosing a 
man for public office they vote for the 
man that really knows their need, has their 
viewpoint, and can speak for them. Jesus 
is qualified to represent us in the high court 
of heaven.

B. The high priest we need must not 
only know our need and sympathize with 
it but he must have such a relation to God 
that his voice of intercession will be heard 
and his prayer answered. Jesus has 
shared the experience of men, but He 
shares the holiness and the authority of 
the Godhead. “For such an high priest 
became us, who is holy, harmless, unde
filed, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens; who needeth not 
daily, as those high priests, to offer up 
sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then 
for the people’s: for this he did once, when 
he offered up himself” (Heb. 7:26-27).

Jesus stands as Man before God. He 
stands as God before Man. He is not marred 
or weakened by sin. He has the position 
and the power to plead effectively for men. 
Think how ridiculous and how futile is a
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priesthood whose members are gluttonous 
winebibbers. Think of the audacity of a 
man posing as a priest representing man to 
God and God to man who is polluted by 
liquor and tobacco and guilty of nameless 
sin. How different to know that Jesus 
Christ is our High Priest. He bears our 
petitions to God and brings God’s grace and 
power to us. He is our High Priest and 
beside Him there is no other priest needed, 
for in our Protestant view every believer 
is a priest. Peter said, “Ye are an holy 
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
to God.” Jesus is the only Priest we need. 
He has a position in relation to man and 
God that makes His intercessions enough 
for all and effective to meet our every 
need.

C. We need an unchanging high priest. 
Again Jesus qualifies. “But this man, be
cause he continueth ever, hath an un
changeable priesthood.”

Jesus Christ is made a priest not after 
the Levitical order but after the order of 
Melchisedec who was “without father, with
out mother, without descent, having neith
er beginning of days, nor end of life; but 
made like unto the Son of God; abideth a 
priest continually.” Christ was made a 
priest not after the law of a carnal com
mandment but after the power of an end
less life.

All of this teaches us that Christ is now 
engaged as our intercessor before the throne 
of God. His work as our High Priest 
began in the upper room where He prayed 
for His disciples and all who should be
lieve on Him through their word. It con
tinued in Gethsemane where he felt the 
weight of the world’s sin so heavily that 
His sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground. He of
fered the atoning sacrifice with its uni
versal and eternal merit on the Cross. And 
now at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens He prays for all. 
What a wonderful thing to have Jesus pray 
for me! Robert Murry McCheyne said, 
“I ought to study Christ as an interces
sor. He prayed most for Peter who was 
to be most tempted. I am on His breast
plate. If I could hear Christ praying for 
me in the next room I would not fear a 
million enemies. Yet the distance makes 
no difference. He is praying for me.”

1. Jesus prays for that wicked, wayward 
sinner. You ought to join your prayer 
to His.

2. Jesus prays for the believer, as in 
John 17.

3. He prays for the erring sinning child 
of God (I John 2:1, 2). How many times 
we have been drawn back by His prayer.

4. He prays for you in temptation. He 
said to Peter, “Satan hath desired to have 
thee that he might sift thee as wheat. 
But I have prayed for thee that thy faith 
fail not, and when thou art converted 
strengthen thy brethren.”
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II. The effectiveness of Christ’s in
tercession is demonstrated in an uttermost 
salvation. Sin has done an awful job 
with man. It perverted his will. It blighted 
his mind. It afflicted his body. It dark
ened his soul. It stunned and dwarfed his 
spirit. It sent him in exile from God. It 
drove him from Eden. It shut the gates 
of heaven in his face. It put a sentence 
of eternal death upon him. It started him 
hell-bent for damnation. The wages of 
sin is death and the wicked shall be turned 
into hell. But in providing an uttermost 
salvation, Christ went farther than Satan 
had taken sinful men to recover the last 
man of the fallen race, and He has made 
possible his restoration to all he lost in 
the fall. He saves men from the farthest 
extremity and the deepest abyss to the 
greatest security and the highest degree 
of heavenly bliss.

A. Christ saves men from the guilt of 
sin. To do this He must first awaken the 
conscience of man to a sense of guilt. He 
must make man feel his condemnation and 
the impending wrath of God. A man in 
that state is miserable. But Christ does 
not convict sinners to torment them but 
to save them. “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” “There is therefore now no con
demnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit.”

B. An uttermost salvation must free men 
from the power of sin. The saved man is 
no more led captive by the devil at his 
will. He does not continue in the practice 
of sin. For he that practices sin is of the 
devil. He does not continue in sin that 
grace may abound. God forbid. Where sin 
abounded grace doth much more abound. 
Being made free from sin he becomes a 
servant of righteousness.

C. In an uttermost salvation Christ deals 
with the pollution of inbred sin successfully. 
Did God create Adam with a sinful nature? 
No. He made him in His own image. Sal
vation to the uttermost washes clean the 
stain of sin and restores man to the image 
of his Creator.

D. Uttermost salvation includes the re
mission of the penalty of sin. The pen
alty of sin is death. The condemnation 
is to eternal hell and justly so. But Christ 
tasted death for every man. He offers 
eternal life as the reward of faith.

E. This uttermost salvation will at last 
deliver men from the presence of sin. It 
will take them out of a sinful environment. 
It will give them right to and make them 
fit for the society of saints, angels, and the 
Holy Trinity in a holy heaven. We have 
not tasted the uttermost blessedness of sal
vation until we have entered the gates of 
pearl.
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C o n c l u s io n  
There have been and are here now many 

witnesses to this great salvation. God has 
provided it for you as well as for them. 
Can you turn aside from the prayers and 
pleadings of the Saviour? Will you reject 
His mercy, despise His Spirit, and trample 
over His blood which was shed for you? 
— G . B . W il l ia m s o n .

One More Year
Scripture Lesson—Luke 13:1-9.
Text—Luke 13:8.

I n tr o d u c t io n

Jesus Christ came to grips with life on 
all levels. He knew what was in man. 
Such knowledge is essential to a saving 
ministry. Jesus had not acquired His 
knowledge from books of psychology but 
from the study of men themselves. We 
look at people. Jesus looked through them.

Knowing people as He did, Jesus was 
able to diagnose their moral and spiritual 
ills accurately. Therefore He prescribed 
perfect remedies. He did not base His con
clusions on outward inconsistencies or in
cidental irregularities. He went deeper 
than that. He went to the root of the 
trouble and dealt with fundamental ills 
and fundamental cures. Jesus made men 
conscious of their need and revealed God 
as the answer. Our Lord couched His 
message in language of unmistakable clar
ity. His meaning was not obscured by 
wordiness or muddy by abstractions. He 
spoke in direct, concrete, convincing style. 
His language a child could understand. 
His depths a philosopher could not ex
haust. Therefore His message has been 
eternally fresh and vital.

The parable we have read this evening 
is an illustration of the depths and clearness 
of Jesus’ teachings. It is like a clear pool 
of water too deep to wade yet so clear the 
pebbles on the bottom can be counted. Its 
language is as simple and plain as the sun
light. Yet its meaning is as profound and 
solemn as the goodness and mercy, the 
love and justice of the great God.

It is clear that the fig tree of this parable 
is but a symbol. The application directly 
is to the Jewish nation. But it has its uni
versal teachings which are therefore per
sonal in their meaning.

B o dy

I. This tree and the nation for which it 
stood were the objects of special divine 
favor.

A. It was a planted tree. It was no pro
duct of blind chance. Its place was chosen 
by an intelligent man.

The Jewish nation had also been favor
ably planted. “Now will I sing to my well- 
beloved a song of my beloved touching 
his vineyard. My well-beloved hath a 
vineyard in a very fruitful hill: and he
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fenced it, and gathered out the stones there
of, and planted it with the choicest vine, 
and built a tower in the midst of it, and 
also made a winepress therein: and he 
looked that it should bring forth grapes, 
and it brought forth wild grapes. And now,
0  inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of 
Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and 
my vineyard” (Isaiah 5:1-3).

That nation of old was not more favored 
than our own.

Our lives have also been the objects of 
God’s favor. We as human personalities 
are not the product of blind forces. God 
has cared for and directed the circumstances 
of our living. I like the word “providence.” 
It stands for the loving interest and the 
intelligent intervention of Almighty God 
in our human affairs. The hairs of our 
heads are numbered. He notes the spar
row’s fall. Certain, then, it must be that 
to His children He gives a continued never- 
failing protection and guidance.

At birth God met us with the blessings 
of His goodness. God said to Jeremiah, 
“Before I formed thee in the belly I knew 
thee; and before thou earnest forth out of 
the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained 
thee a prophet unto the nations” (Jer. 
1:5). Paul, in bearing his testimony, said, 
“But when it pleased God, who separated 
me from my mother’s womb, and called 
me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me, 
that I might preach him among the heath
en; immediately I conferred not with flesh 
and blood” (Gal. 1:15-16). Thus we see 
that God directs even the natural processes 
and bestows the unmerited favor of pre- 
venient grace that men may live in har
mony with God’s will. You and I are wit
nesses to such providential circumstances 
in our lives. A  personal testimony is not 
out of order here. I was not born in 
luxury or wealth. But the lines have 
fallen unto me in pleasant places and I 
have a goodly heritage. In my parental 
home there was a wealth of love and faith 
and righteous character. There was par
ental authority and influence that would 
be a boon to any life. There was human 
love hallowed by love of God. There was 
Luther-like loyalty to truth and God.

I wrote to my father when he was fin
ishing his fourscore years. I thanked him 
for my great heritage and told him that
1 believed the world might be all but re
deemed by the power of such teaching and 
example as he had given me. I have said 
this because I know it applies to most of 
you, too.

B. This tree was favored, also, in that it 
was planted in a vineyard—a place of 
cultivation and care.

Our lives, yours and mine, have also been 
planted in a moral vineyard.

1. In Christian homes. What a respon
sibility is upon parents to build Christian 
homes. Homes of love and righteousness, 
homes of faith and prayer and reverence
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for sacred things. And what a privilege 
to live in such a home and what a responsi
bility to answer for such high privilege at 
the judgment.

2. The church serves as a spiritual 
vineyard. Here again we bear responsi
bility and afford privilege.

3. And God in His lavish goodness has 
given us Christian schools and colleges. 
There, teachings are soundly Christian. 
There, teachers are safe examples and wise 
guides. There, one may enjoy fellowship 
on the higest level. And there, one may 
contact some of the finest, noblest, holiest 
spirits found on earth. How good, how 
beneficent God has been. How grateful 
we should be and how faithful.

This fruitless tree was an occasion of 
disappointment to the owner. Three years 
he came seeking fruit thereon and found 
none.

A. The owner of the vineyard had a 
right to expect fruit on that fig tree. It 
was a fruit-bearing tree. No ornamental 
shrub. It was either to be a fruit bearing 
tree or a cumberer of the ground.

It was planted under favorable condi
tions. Time enough had elapsed. Three 
years had passed since it became of fruit- 
bearing age. Yet the tree was barren.

What does God have a right to expect of 
you? Measure God’s expectations by your 
opportunities or talents. Are you pro
ductive in that proportion.

B. God expects to find a certain variety 
of fruit in your life.

1. The fruit of holy character. “Being 
filled with the fruits of righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory 
and praise of God” (Phil. 1:11). Holy 
men are God’s highest pleasure. God’s 
highest premium is upon “being.” . Being 
made holy in heart one becomes the temple 
of the Holy Ghost who produces the fruit 
of the Spirit in our lives. “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem
perance: against such there is no law” 
(Gal. 5:22-23).

2. God also expects His people to pro
duce after their own kind. He has founded 
a new spiritual race in Christ. He expects 
that race to multiply by many being born 
again through the prayers, influence, testi
mony, and service of His people. As you 
take inventory tonight are you satisfied 
with your own productivity? As God in
spects His vineyard is He pleased? Does 
He say, “Well done,” or, “Thou wicked 
and slothful servant” ?

C. Can you imagine the keen disappoint
ment of the owner of the vineyard when 
he comes seeking fruit with such reason
able expectations to find none? Can any
one at all appreciate God’s feelings when 
He sees a barren life that has had such 
great possibilities? Disappointed parents 
may know. God has infinite capacities both 
for pleasure and disappointment.
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D. Take note, if you will, of some things 
that render a tree barren. I know of three 
things that will render a tree fruitless: 
Decay at the heart, borers at the roots, and 
blight at the fruit-bearing season. Let us 
use the parable of the tree here also, for 
these things have their parallel in the lives 
of men.

Sin in the heart, inbred sin, defilement 
of the nature, will make the life fruitless.

Borers at the roots, selfishness, love of 
ease, passion for success for the sake of 
success, worldly ambition, will cut the 
roots of faith and corrupt the fruit of love 
and pervert the holy vision of the soul.

Blight—idleness, indifference, spiritual 
inertia, laziness of mind and spirit will 
fall upon a Christian life like the blight 
on fruit trees. See the tree full of bloom, 
loaded with green fruit. See it cast all that 
fruit untimely. What has happened? I 
have seen lives like that.

III. This tree received an extended dis
pensation of mercy. Often mercy rejoiced 
against judgment in Judah’s history. Yet, 
and how frequently could God have cut us 
down as cumberers of the ground.

A. There was a time when all of us were 
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction. Only 
God’s never-failing mercy spared us. There 
are those here tonight who live on bor
rowed mercy. I plead with you not to .pre
sume that the day of judgment will never 
come.

B. Note that this extension of mercy was 
given on the intercession of the vinedresser. 
He said, “Let it alone one more year. If 
it bear fruit, well. If not after that thou 
shalt cut it down.” Without that interces
sion swift judgment would have been ad
ministered. No doubt because of it another 
year of grace was given.

1. Christian, are you exercising your 
God-given powers of intercession? No 
one is ever saved without an intercessory 
prayer being offered for him. Therefore, 
what responsibility is on us. Let us dig 
about these barren ones with gospel truth, 
enrich them with love, and water them 
with tears.

2. Sinner or barren believer, how do you 
know but that you may be finishing now 
your one more year of mercy? This has 
been a year of offered grace but the next 
may be your year of judgment. Or it may 
be that the next is your last year to make 
good your vows to God. I plead with you, 
beware, take heed, have you forgotten God?

IV. The final lesson to be learned from 
this parable is that at last the day of judg
ment will come. However long the wrath 
of God may be restrained by His mercy 
the great day of His wrath will come.

A. Impenitence can have only one con
sequence. “There was present at that sea
son some that told him of the Galileans, 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 
sacrifices. And Jesus answering said unto 
them, Suppose ye that these Galileans
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were sinners above all the Galileans, be
cause they suffered such things? I tell you, 
Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all like
wise perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom 
the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, 
think ye that they were sinners above all 
men that dwell in Jerusalem? I tell you, 
Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish” (Luke 13:1-4). Mercy 
is always abundant toward the repentant 
sinner.

B. The day of judgment came to Judah. 
In his day John the Baptist said, “And now 
also the axe is laid unto the root of the 
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
cast into the fire” (Matt. 3:10). The woods
man had picked his tree to chop down. He 
leaned the ax against it while he made 
ready to sink it into the trunk. The ax 
of God’s wrath stood at the root of the 
tree of Judah. After 40 more years of gol
den opportunity the righteous Judge of all 
the earth loosed the legions of Rome on 
Jerusalem. The day of doom had come.

C. Child of God’s unmeasured mercy, do 
not let this year end with you still re
bellious and impenitent. God has shown 
you His loving favor. He has faithfully 
warned you. He has extended mercy be
yond all reasonable expectation. He has 
bought your pardon at infinite cost. Now
I pray, “Turn ye, turn ye, for why will 
ye die.”

C o n c l u s io n

This is a time for reflection. Look back 
and learn by your past failure. This is a 
time for decision. Do not let another year 
end with you in a position to be cursed for 
fruitlessness. This is a time for action. Put 
into effect now the good resolution you 
have made.—G. B. W il l ia m s o n .

The Source of Spiritual Life
(for Communion Sunday)

Lesson—St. John 6:31-35, 47-58.
Text—St. John 6:48, 53.

I n tr o d u c t io n  
Jesus employed many figures to convey 

to His disciples the spiritual meaning of 
His life and death. He took His symbols 
mostly from two sources, from nature and 
from the sacred Scriptures. From nature 
He borrowed the figure of the vine and its 
branches, and the grain of wheat, and the 
water from the well. From the Scriptures 
He used Jacob’s vision of the ladder that 
reached from earth to heaven. He said 
to Nathanael, “Hereafter ye shall see heav
en open and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of man.” He 
used the brazen serpent. He said to 
Nicodemus, “As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up: that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life.”  And in this passage from
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which our text is taken He used the man
na. Those who questioned Him introduced 
a reference to it. And probably it was sug
gested to them because there on the wall of 
the synagogue of Capernaum was a pot of 
manna engraved. It was the genius of 
Jesus to use the thing at hand to portray 
the truth He wished to teach. That idea 
of the manna gave Him another avenue 
to the imagination and understanding of 
His hearers.

Of course, we cannot overlook the con
nection between this discourse and the mir
acle of feeding the 5,000 with five barley 
loaves and two small fishes. That remark
able event gave Him the ideal opportunity 
to take the bread-seeking people to the 
deeper knowledge of himself as the “Bread 
of Life,” and thus to proclaim that He alone 
is the true source of spiritual life.

B o d y

I. In this discourse Jesus reveals His 
knowledge of the deep hunger of the hu
man spirit. He had seen the multitute 
weary and faint for lack of food, . and He 
was moved with compassion toward them. 
But when they had eaten and were filled 
He knew they were still hungry in spirit.

A. God in His goodness and mercy has 
put desire in the souls of men for the 
Bread of Heaven.

1. This desire may be perverted by in
dulgence of fleshly appetites. Many have 
misinterpreted their longings and have 
turned from the Bread of Heaven to the 
stones the world offers.

2. This desire may be stifled by neglect. 
It is possible for men to go without food 
until they have no hunger. Many people 
have offered their souls the bread that 
perishes until they have no longing any 
more. The rich fool talked to his soul as 
though he was speaking to his stomach. 
He said, “Soul thou hast much good laid 
up for many years, take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry.”

3. This desire may be directed by the 
will. If one gives intelligent consideration 
to things that are spiritual and eternal he 
will conclude that Jesus Christ is the high
est expression of God’s love and grace, and 
that in centering his desires in Him he 
finds the deepest satisfaction and the high
est good. Therefore, he will say, “Take 
the world, but give me Jesus.”

4. The spiritual appetite may be whetted 
by exposure to stimuli. Make your spirit 
hunger for Christ the living Bread by fel
lowship with Him in scripture reading, 
prayer, meditation, by worship, and by 
praise. The more you see and know Him, 
the more you will love Him and desire 
Him.

5. This inner craving is nourished and 
sustained by proper gratification. When 
one eats food with propriety he is satis
fied by it, but only for a time. He is soon 
hungry again. Eating sustains life and 
also the hunger for food. It is likewise
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true with our spiritual desires. Their 
nourishment keeps them alive and healthy.

B. The desire for spiritual satisfaction 
will become so strong by intelligent direc
tion and nourishment that it will be the 
master passion of the—soul. It will eat 
up all our petty craving and leave us with 
only one real soul cry, and that for God 
and for all the knowledge of His holy will. 
That results in reaching the place of total 
abandonment to God. When we can say, 
as Jesus said, “My meat is to do the will of 
Him that sent me,” we sing, then, from 
our hearts:

Perish every fond ambition
All I’ve thought, or hoped, or known; 

Yet how rich is my condition,
God and heaven are still my own.

Dr. F. B. Meyer tells of a time in his 
life when he was laid aside for a time to 
recuperate his far-spent physical strength. 
As he rested he had time for meditation. 
One day as he was in communion with the 
Lord, he renewed his consecration to God. 
He said it was as though he gave the Lord 
a bunch of keys which He received. After 
looking carefully at them, He said, “Have 
you given me all the keys?” Whereupon 
Dr. Meyer was forced to admit that there 
was a key to one small room in his soul 
that he had kept back. The Lord asked 
him to give that, too. He gave to God the 
last key to that one locked door, and as a 
result his whole life was filled with a 
new sense of the divine presence and 
power.

I believe this is what Jesus meant when 
He said, “Except ye eat my flesh ye have 
no life in you.”

He said to the place-seeking James and 
John, “Can ye drink the cup that I drink 
and be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with?” In this passage there 
is certainly a foreshadowing of the cross. 
Are you ready to take up your cross and 
walk with your Lord.

II. But here Jesus also offers himself 
as the real satisfaction of all our spiritual 
hunger. When the faithless disciples urged 
Him to send the hungry thousands who fol
lowed Him away to buy bread, He said, 
“They need not depart.” He fed them to 
the full and there was more food left than 
they had at the beginning.

A. Christ is an adequate source of sup
ply.

B. Christ truly satisfies the hunger of 
the soul. He said, “Labour not for the 
meat that perisheth.” One does not eat and 
drink of Christ’s flesh and blood and hun
ger for anything else—only more of Him. 
He is the one thing needful. His is the staff 
of life (v. 35).

C. Christ sustains the soul to life eternal. 
He said, “Your fathers eat manna and they 
are dead. This is the bread that cometh 
down from heaven that a man may eat
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thereof and not die. I am the living bread. 
He that eateth of this bread shall live for
ever.”

D. Of course, Christ is the spiritual bread 
and we partake of Him by faith.

In the shedding of His blood He gave 
His life for the life of the world. By faith 
we lay hold of Him. We eat His flesh in 
human consecration and drink His blood by 
simple faith, and unfaltering trust. And 
by that faith we live in satisfaction now, 
and live in Him eternally.

C o n c l u s io n

Now let me make it clear that I do not 
believe that in this text Jesus was speak
ing directly of the emblems of the sacra
ment. The Lord’s Supper had not yet been 
celebrated for the first time. But I do 
believe that what Jesus gave to His dis
ciples later in the symbolism of the sacra
ment He gave to them here in verbal form 
and the meaning is the same.

We do not accept the transubstantiation 
doctrine preached by the Catholic Church, 
which is, that by the consecration of the 
bread and wine they become His actual 
body and blood.

We do not go quite so far even as the 
consubstantiation theory of the Lutheran 
Church—that Christ’s actual presence is in 
the bread and wine as consecrated.

But I do wish that somehow our faith 
might this day reach out into the mystic 
reality to lay hold upon the truth that 
these emblems so consecrated do bring spir
itual sustenance, strength, and life to our 
souls, as we partake of them in humility 
and faith.

W e  now approach the table of the Lord. 
He is the host. He Welcomes all who come 
by faith in Him. You are the judge of 
your worthiness. You are welcome if you 
are His child, regardless of the denomina
tion to which you belong.—G. B. W i l l i a m 
s o n .

Joshua’s Steps to Success
Joshua, Israel’s new captain, took leader

ship when the odds appeared against him. 
He, faced tremendous problems. His peo
ple, Israel, were unequipped and discour
aged. The river Jordan was rolling be
fore him, bank full at flood season; the 
stone walls of Jericho, like a modern fort
ress, were in full view. God’s orders were 
“Arise, go over this Jordan,” and possess 
the land. What a challenge! But wait a 
minute! As always, God’s orders were 
accompanied with the blueprint for action. 
Let us note God’s plan to give Joshua suc
cess:

I. He said, “Observe to do according to 
all the law.” Full obedience to God is the 
first step to success. God wants His serv
ants to succeed. He knows what will bring 
success, therefore, to fully obey God is the 
best strategy any man can use toward real 
success.
54 (394)

II. He said, “Be strong and of a good 
courage.” A  weakling or coward never 
crossed any rivers of difficulty, or battered 
down the walls of an enemy fortress. Jor
dan’s water was dark, deep, and swift. 
Jericho’s walls were high and well pro
tected. Only a strong and courageous man 
could qualify for this task. Real spiritual 
strength and courage is based on obedience 
to the plan and program of God.

III. God said, “I will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee.” Implicit confidence in the 
wisdom and faithfulness of God is another 
prerequisite to good success. Joshua must 
have confidence in God’s plan. He must 
trust in the ultimate success of that plan, 
and be in agreement with God, walking any 
pathway that God may choose. In other 
words, God said, “Trust me; I will not fail. 
You cannot fail with your hand in mine.”

IV. God said, “Then thou shalt have 
good success.” That success may be de
layed, but that it is assured, is God’s prom
ise to Joshua. In due time, the obedience, 
courage, trust, and perseverance on the 
part of Joshua brought the strong arm of 
God into action. A discouraged people 
became a militant force against many odds. 
The rolling river, Jordan, was crossed when 
its banks were full; the stone walls of 
Jericho went down flat, and God’s people 
went in to possess their God-given in
heritance.

As servants of God, let us meet condi
tions that may be laid for us in these days. 
The God who never changes will certainly 
stretch out His arm to help us with our 
stone walls and rolling rivers!—D ' I. V a n -  
derpo o l .

The Tenses of the Christian Life
T e x t—Nevertheless I am continually with 

Thee: Thou hast holden me by my right 
hand. Thou shalt guide me with Thy 
counsel, and afterward receive me to glory 
— (Psalms 73:23, 24).

I n tr o d u c t io n —God has been good to the 
Psalmist in his past, is good to him in the 
present, as he writes, and he is sure that 
He will be with Him in the future. We 
may gather hope from the words of the 
Psalmist that, as God has been with him 
in all the tenses of his life, so He will be 
with us. Let us consider the experience of 
David in what he writes and gather from 
what he says encouragement for ourselves.

I . P r e se n t— “ I  am.” David first con
siders what God is to him in the present. 
The present is the most impressive of all 
the tenses of life, for it is the most real and 
imperative. We have lived in the past, and 
have not yet lived in the future, but today 
is here with its demands.

A. Constant Companionship is mentioned by 
the Psalmist : “ continually.” God was not 
a Friend who was here now and then, but 
He was with him all the time. May we 
have the same experience.
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B. Holy Companionship. This compan
ionship was not only continually, but it was 
wholesome and blessed: “with Thee.” We 
would not want some persons with us al
ways, but for God to be always with us is 
wholesome. It reassures and protects; it 
restrains and constrains.

II. P a s t —“Thou hast.” The Psalmist be
comes retrospective: he reviews his past. 
God has been with him in the days gone 
by. He has come to the present in such 
a good state because the Lord has been 
his guide from his youth.

A. God’s Hold on Him: “Thou hast 
holden me.” David was assured that God 
had held him, or he would have fallen. He 
who never sleeps held him continually even 
when David was asleep. The same restful 
experience may be ours.

B. His Hold on God. “By my right 
hand.” God has hold with David’s consent. 
He had stretched out to Him his right hand. 
If we want God to hold us we must let Him 
take hold of us. Once our right hand is 
placed in His, He will hold us waking or 
sleeping. We cannot always be awake and 
alert, but He can watch over us by day 
and night. No danger can approach with
out His consent and can go no farther than 
He permits it to go.

III. F u t u r e—-“Thou shalt.” David knew, 
as well as we all know, that the present 
will soon lapse into the past, and the future 
unknown will be present. He wants no 
time to come when God is not with him; 
neither do we. God’s eye scans the future 
and it holds for Him no surprise. We want 
such an One to be with us as we tread the 
path of our tomorrows.

A. In Time. “Guide me with Thy counsel.” 
David, though a king, needed greater than 
himseif as a counselor. And we do, too. 
Happy are we if we have God as our Guide 
and Counselor.

B. In Eternity. “And afterward re
ceive me to glory.” Time has a terminal, 
and we do not know how soon we may 
reach the end of our course. He who has 
been our guide in time will be our home
maker in eternity. Jesus said He was going 
to prepare a place for us, and when He had 
the place prepared He would come home 
again and receive His people unto himself, 
and we would be forever with the Lord. 
The prospect that David had of being re
ceived to glory may be the prospect of 
every one of us on the simple terms of the 
gospel.

How good it is to have such an one as 
God who gathers up our past, accompanies 
us in our present, and provides for our fu
ture!

As the Christian looks back he can 
see that the Lord was leading him. As he 
looks to the future he has the assurance 
that He who has led thus far will not fail 
him in the days of life nor when he goes 
out into eternity. Focusing our attention
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on the present, we may be sure that He is 
with us and will step by step arrange our 
way.
With the poet we can sing:

All the way my Saviour leads me;
What have I to ask beside 
Can I doubt His tender mercy,

Who through life has been my Guide?”  
— W il l ia m  M. S m i t h .

Be Definite
(A  sermon heart by W. Shelburne Brown)

Of all the religious groups of history, the 
Moravian people are said to have had the 
highest ratio of sincerely devout people in 
their group. The reason given is that they 
insisted continually upon the “full assur
ance of faith.” They presented a goal, 
presently attainable, available to all and 
grounded in the Scriptures.

A goal is the motivation of life. In travel 
-—destination; in business—an ideal; in 
political life—an office; in social life—ap
proval; in the spiritual life the goal is 
Christlikeness. But only as definite crises 
are held before the view do souls press 
forward for the attainment.

The preaching of holiness by works, a 
gradual purification, is an invitation to and 
inducement to aimlessness in the spiritual 
life. But when holiness of heart is preached 
and testified to as an immediate possibility, 
then hearts begin to yearn for and experi
ence this blessing.

It is alarming, indeed, to find many peo
ple in the holiness churches who have not 
experienced this blessing. But the more 
alarming situation is in the lack of hunger
ing and thirsting and striving for the en
joyment of that blessing. A lack of spir
itual seeking is slow death for any church. 
Paul’s first question to the souls in the 
church was, “Have ye received the Holy 
Ghost, since ye believed?” The lack of the 
“since” in the Greek original does not in 
any way lessen Paul’s insistence upon, and 
separation between two definite experi
ences of grace.

Over the gateway into the kingdom of 
holiness stands the inscription “Crucifixion 
of Self.” Paul had experienced that when 
he could say, “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal. 2:20). And in every step 
upward in the Christian way, the same 
rule applies; the higher the life, the greater 
the crucifixion. But how do we obtain, 
that we may add our testimony to Paul’s?

I. Be definite! Do you have a sense of 
need? God cannot be trifled with, and He 
does not respond to the curiosity-seeker 
who is willing to “try it out.” There must
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be a real heart hunger before Christ will 
come in to destroy the works of Satan.

John Wesley was unusual in his scien
tific approach to the problems of religious 
experience. He was a systematic investi
gator in things religious. Thousands of 
converts were questioned carefully and a 
record made of their testimonies. His 
findings were, that among those who earn
estly sought God from the moment of their 
conversion, and definitely prayed for God’s 
sanctifying power, the time varied from 
a few hours to several days before they 
had the experience. Many there are who, 
because of wrong beliefs or ignorance of 
their possibilities in grace, have lived 
for years in a state of justification and have 
then been led into the fullness of grace. 
They need not have done so, had they 
sought definitely from the start.

II. Be definite! Learn what the Word 
of God says concerning this experience. 
Paul prays that “your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blameless.” 
Anything less than that is not true holiness. 
It is the purging of the fountainhead of life; 
the motives, the will, the affections, the 
mind are free from sin. The entire life—- 
body and its appetites, mind and its capa
cities, spiritual life and its abilities-—is for 
the first time brought into a single focus 
upon Christ. May we not lower the stand
ard!

On the other side, we must not make the 
mistake of applying false tests. One of the 
older Christian writers held that sanctifi
cation ' would so purify the mind that it 
would prevent wandering thoughts in 
church worship and in prayer. He lived to 
confess his error and corrected his teach
ing. We are not made machines, but men 
with holy hearts. The heat of the room, 
and the activities of the day have much 
to do with a person’s ability to concentrate. 
Lack of concentration is no indication that 
they do not love God supremely.' Other 
false standards can be applied, and these 
should be carefully examined in scriptural 
light.

III. Be definite! Do you believe He can 
save you from all sin? It is easier to be
lieve in the abstract than to believe for 
personal holiness. Do you now believe that 
Christ is able to purify your heart? Do 
you claim by faith the promise that Christ 
was manifest to destroy the works of the 
devil? Is your faith sure in the promise 
that His blood cleanseth from all sin? 
If so, you are ready for the next step.

IV. Be definite! Believe Christ for the 
destruction of sin now in your heart. Holi
ness of heart aims at the destruction of 
selfishness, not the destruction of self-love. 
Without self-love there would be no 
ground for appeal to the soul; Christ makes 
self-love the measure of our love to others. 
Without self-love the fear of spiritual death 
would have no call. It is selfishness that 
must be destroyed—that desire to glorify
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self and honor self rather than God. This 
must be rendered inactive and dead.

There is always a last entrenchment in 
the life where the devil will put up his 
last stand against the fullness of the bless
ing. It is usually a trifling matter, but 
victory is not possible without its destruc
tion. It might be a preference for worldly 
things; it might be a sinful indulgence which 
you pander to; it might be some humiliat
ing duty which you feel God would call 
you to do; it might be some unworthy as
sociation that you are afraid to break; it 
might be some worldly adornment that 
should be discarded. Whatever it is, let 
God have His way and make the consecra
tion entire.

Giving up is the hardest thing to do, 
and many testify that the last conscious 
act before the coming of the Holy Spirit 
in His fullness was an act of submission. 
For, submission is to Christ, and is im
possible without a true faith that Christ, 
to whom we submit, is able to sanctify.

You say, “But I have done all this. What 
shall I more do?” Trust God! Not for a 
sign, but trust the promises of God as His 
own words to your heart. It may be an 
hour, a day or a week before the Angel 
of God comes to roll the stone away from 
the sepulcher of your heart, revealing that 
your soul is free; but wait patiently and 
trust, for He will come!

Essentials of Evangelism
1. Enthusiasm (Mark 2:1-4).
2. Prevailing Prayer (Mark 7:25-29).
3. Moral Courage (Acts 4:4-13).
4. The Personal Appeal (John 1:46).
5. Ready Sympathy (I Cor. 9:19-23).
6. Discernment of Divine Truth (I Cor. 

2:12-15).
7. Power of Witnessing (Acts 1:8).
8. Reliance on Christ (Phil. 4:13).

—J. R. B irtle

A  Life Story in Scripture Terms
I once lived in Ephesians 2:12, and walked 

in Eph. 2:2. My conversation then was in 
Eph. 2:3, but being brought to Eph. 2:1, 
and finding my prospects at Romans 3:10- 
20 were very bad, I called at Matt. 11:28.

From here I was conducted to Col. 1:13, 
and dwelt at Pslam 84:10. Hearing of a 
mansion being built for me at John 14:2, by 
One who lives at Hebrews 4:14, the house
I sought for I found at II Cor 5:1. The house 
has but one door, which I found at John 
10:9, and one knocker, which I saw at 
Matt. 7:7.

My address for the present is Eph. 2:6. 
Call any day at Proverbs 8:34, and you 
will meet me and many others. If you call 
attention to what the servant says in Luke 
14:17. When I Thess. 4:16-17 is fulfilled,
I expect my home will be in Rev. 2:3-5, 
and Rev. 5:9 to be the song I shall sing 
in that day.—Selected.
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MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT

Prayer and Faith
John Eliot, missionary to the Indians, 

said, “Prayer and pains through faith in 
Jesus Christ will accomplish anything.”

A n African Smile
Lusala Paka, a native of Belgian Congo, 

and an inhabitant of the town of Kinzau 
in the lower section of Congo, was born,
I believe, in the nineteenth century. I say 
“believe,” for if I were to ask him, he would 
only grin and say, “I don’t know.” But 
considering the color of his hair and the 
wrinkled condition of his body, I should 
say he is over sixty years old.

Lusala Paka was brought up in ignorance 
like all other heathen boys before the 
missionary came, and can therefore hardly 
be blamed for his wicked youth. Early in 
life he became a witch doctor, and before 
he was saved he was the means of many 
a death through this common African oc
cupation.

Like other young men, Lusala took 
drink and ere long became a slave to it; 
so much so that he ceased drinking water 
altogether and drank nothing but palm 
wine. Consequently he was in a drunken 
state most of the time.

When the missionaries arrived and put 
up a station beside his town, Lusala, of 
course, would have nothing to do with the 
missionaries and their strange message, and 
greatly ridiculed those who did accept their 
teachings.

This went on for a number of years until 
one day a lady missionary was led of the 
Spirit to explain the way of salvation to 
him through the Wordless Book. As she 
was striving to show to him how his heart 
was as black as the page, and how Christ’s 
red blood could make it as white as snow, 
the light dawned on him, and he accepted 
the Lord as his Saviour. Whereas, pre
viously, he had been wholly for the devil, 
he now wanted to serve the Lord with all 
his heart. The desire for drink left him, 
and he ceased practicing witchcraft.

A  number of years after this experience 
our family was appointed to this station, 
and we had the pleasure of meeting him. 
We found him to be a little old man who 
had to hobble around with the help of a 
cane because his toes had been eaten off 
by jiggers, and only the stumps remained. 
Nevertheless, during the four years we 
were there, in spite of his handicap, he was 
always present at every meeting, ready 
either to pray or to give his testimony at 
any time.

One of the most outstanding things about 
him was his radiant smile, and during our 
stay there I do not think I ever saw him
November-December, 1946

without it on his face. In fact, I think he 
is the happiest and most contented native
I have met in Africa.—J o s e p h  A. N ic h o l 
s o n  in The Alliance Weekly.

Treasures of Darkness
To most people, life among the pagan 

tribespeople of the Philippine Islands would 
be the most monotonous and uninteresting 
existence one could wish upon them. But 
to me, the thirteen years of gospel work 
in three of these pagan tribes were the 
happiest I have known. I am a treasure 
hunter. God says, “I will give thee the 
treasures of darkness.”

Except for the small children, who need 
no clothing in this tropical climate, the 
pagan dresses in a home-woven, wiry, 
hemp fiber cloth, brightly colored and 
gaily decorated with beads. The men, as 
well as the women, wear their long hair 
twisted into a knot at the back of the 
head.

The Occupations of a Pagan 
This child of the forest needs no clock. 

He says, as he lifts his arm at an angle 
toward the sky, “The sun will be there 
when you reach home.” He needs no 
calendar for the position of the stars tells 
him when to plant the rice. Every day 
of the week is the same to him, so why 
bother to name them? Should he have a 
contract falling due in ten days, he ties 
ten knots in a rattan string, and each day 
cuts off a knot until, he has only one left. 
And he knows that the next day he must 
return the gong he has borrowed.

Bartering occupies a great deal of the 
pagan’s time. His only capital to begin 
with may be a borrowed gong. But he 
trades the gong for a horse, and the horse 
for a larger gong, and his capital is in
creased—as well as his debts. It is a 
fascinating engagement, though he walks 
miles and spends whole days and nights in 
persuasive talk to accomplish his aims.

And because of this he has little time to 
till the soil. With his only tool, a big 
knife, he hews down forest trees, burns off 
brush, and, after planting, turns the care 
of the rice field over to his several wives 
while he pursues his favorite pasttimes: 
hunting, fishing, and bartering. Next year 
he will make a new clearing and abandon 
the old one.

The Fears of a Pagan 
The pagan’s life, though simple, has 

many complications. Besides his domestic 
problems, greatly increased by the jealous 
quarreling of his wives and relatives, he 

_ lives in constant fear. He fears his neigh
bor who may take revenge for some petty
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misunderstanding by putting poison in his 
food or bribing some witch doctor to curse 
his children. He fears the evil spirits who 
may bring sickness or some calamity upon 
him. He dares not venture from his house 
without first listening for his sure omen 
—the call of the limuken bird. If the call 
indicates an ill omen, he turns back with 
fear and trembling; but if it indicates good 
luck, he smilingly proceeds, confident of 
success.

It is not uncommon in this pagan section 
to meet a man wearing a certain type of 
red head dress, indicating that the wearer 
has killed at least one person. Men carry 
long spears for protection, and women 
wear bells to frighten away evil spirits.

The Transformation of a Pagan
And this is the life of a pagan. This is 

the background from which the treasures 
are mined. Let us look at the jewels. There 
are hundreds of them, rare and precious, 
but we shall look at only a few.

There is Agud, a noted sorcerer, who 
could not heal his blind wife but who ac
cepted the gospel and gave up sorcery. 
He became a strong stalwart Christian after 
God healed his wife in answer to prayer.

Adnun, who had suffered twenty years of 
mental derangement, was restored to nor
malcy by God’s power. He became a use
ful Spirit-filled evangelist, turning many 
to righteousness.

Mayne had a trunk full of superstitious 
charms and a valuable necklace which he 
claimed had saved his life on nine occa
sions. When the love of God came into 
his heart, he said, “For a house full of gold
I would not part with this necklace, but 
for Jesus’ sake I gladly give it up. I need 
nothing more when I have Him.”

Ambayan, who had lived with twenty 
different husbands, heard and believed the 
gospel. She was completely changed; from 
that time on she lived a useful and ex
emplary life.

Kan was a demon-possessed man, of whom 
the neighbors were in constant fear. He 
suffered awful mental anguish until a 
pastor prayed for him. Then he became 
a peaceful, normal Christian soul.

There is space for only one more: Sali- 
moponga, 70 years old, with gray hair and 
a beaming, brown, wrinkled face—one of 
the rarest Christian characters I have ever 
met. She has such a combination of wis
dom, love, vision, inspiration, tact, and 
prayerfulness that her life is a benediction 
to the church and a blessing to the com
munity. She told me one day that before 
she heard the gospel she did not know it 
was sinful to kill. She, singlehanded, had 
murdered five people.

There are many more treasures to be 
found in the dark places. Will you by 
prayer help to search them out?—M r s . Wm.
F. C h r is t ie  in The Alliance Weekly.
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The Simple Gospel Story
The story of how the love of Christ im

pelled the young men of Herrnhut to go 
forth to the far distant lands is at once 
moving and beautiful. In 1732 their first 
two missionaries arrived at St. Thomas, in 
the West Indies. In the following year 
Christian Davie and two others began work 
in Greenland, and here a conversion took 
place of the deepest interest and signifi
cance. Their method at first was to pre
pare their hearers for the gospel by dwell
ing on the attributes of God and His holy 
Law, the Creation, and fhe Fall. But the 
Greenlanders were utterly unmoved, and 
listened with an expression of the densest 
stupidity. For five weary years they la
bored thus in vain.

One day it happened that Brother Beck 
was busy copying a portion of St. Luke’s 
Gospel. A  few natives were standing by, 
and, just as he came to the story of Geth- 
semane, one was curious enough to ask 
what the strange book contained. The mis
sionary looked up eagerly; a great pity 
filled his heart and he determined to do 
a new thing. He told them right away 
the story of the Cross; and as he did so, 
to his wonder and joy, a great change ap
peared in the faces before him. The 
brutish look gave place to one of the live
liest interest. Soon he saw them putting 
their hands to their mouth, the Green
lander’s sign of great astonishment. Then, 
suddenly, one of them, Kajarnak, in much 
agitation, stepped up to the table, and 
cried: “How was that? Tell me-that again. 
Oh, I, too, desire to be saved.”

The tears poured from Beck’s eyes as he 
told the story again, and very soon he and 
his brethren were upon their knees direct
ing these poor heathen to Jesus. Kajarnak 
became a devoted Christian and a mission
ary. He went everywhere with the won
derful story of the Cross, and before the 
end of the month three families came and 
pitched their tents near the house of the 
brethren, expressly, they said, “to hear the 
joyful news of man’s redemption.” It was 
the beginning of a gracious and abiding 
work, and henceforth the missionaries 
brought the people at once beneath the 
shadow of Christ’s Cross.—Selected.

“Mr. Glory-Face”
Adoniram Judson went as a missionary 

to Burma. He so burned with the desire 
to preach the gospel before he had learned 
the language that he walked up to a Bur- 
man and embraced him. The man went 
home and reported that he had seen an 
angel. The Living Christ was so radiant in 
Judson’s countenance that men called him 
“Mr. Glory-Face.” When Christian work
ers really come to know the love God has 
given unto them, the Christian gospel will 
become irresistible.—Selected.
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I L L U S T R A T I O N S

What One Bible Did
Ernest Gordon, in Sunday School Times, 

tells the story of a single Bible that a col
porteur left in a little village of Eastern 
Poland several years ago. The recipient 
was converted through reading it, and as 
he passed it on to others, 200 more had be
come believers. When the colporteur, the 
Rev. Michael Billester, revisited the town 
last summer, the group gathered to worship 
and listen to his preaching. Instead of the 
customary testimonies by members of the 
congregation, the visitor suggested that 
verses of scripture be recited. One man 
arose and inquired, “Perhaps we have mis
understood. Did you mean verses or chap
ters?” “Do you mean to say that there are 
people here who can recite chapters of the 
Bible?” asked Mr. Billester in astonish
ment. The villagers had memorized, not 
only chapters but whole books of the Bible. 
Thirteen knew Matthew and Luke and 
half of Genesis. One had committed all 
the Psalms to memory. The two hundred 
villagers together knew practically the en
tire Bible. “We must,” they explained, 
“for this copy of the Bible may be lost or 
taken away, and where should we get an
other?” Passed around from family to 
family, and brought to the gathering on 
Sundays, the Old Book had become so worn 
with use that its pages were hardly legi
ble. One Bible among two hundred peo
ple! And yet we who have the Bible con
stantly in our possession cannot pretend 
to be as familiar with it as was each of 
the East Polanders.

—From The Alliance Weekly.

Blind Indeed!

Once there was a man who wanted very 
much to go to heaven. When he died 
an angel took him by the hand and led 
him to wonderful places.

He saw majestic mountains lifting their 
lofty peaks into the blue sky. He walked 
through mighty forests and viewed spire
like trees in whose branches the wind of 
God played entrancing melodies.

He beheld great rivers, winding courses 
to the seas, fed by brooks and streams from 
the secret places of the land. Fragrant 
flowers lifted their faces everywhere.

The wild things played unafraid upon 
the mountainsides and in the valleys. Hap
py children laughed and shouted along the 
way.

Everywhere there was joy, peace, ser
enity.

The man feasted his weary soul on these 
scenes as the angel led him, and he said: 
“Ah, this is heaven, indeed. How magni
ficent it is.”
November-December, 1946

The angel replied: “No, this is the world 
in which you lived, and you never saw.” 
—The War Cry.

My last night at home was a sad one. 
Mother wetted my face with her tears all 
night, with the one message, “Our last 
night. You are going to a land called 
the grave of the white man. This is your 
funeral.” She went down into the valley 
that night, came up with the vision, bade 
farewell with a glorified face, the only per
son that did not weep. Her only girl 
had been held loosely until the test came. 
Mother won out.

Three years later I was on my death
bed. That terrible water fever was claim
ing me. Only a few hours to live was the 
announcement. Fever over 105. Won’t 
go down. Hemorrhages of the kidneys 
persistent. Vitality gone. Had but one 
occupation, praying for mother. Suddenly 
fell asleep, glad to go to be with Jesus. 
But woke up, free from the awful pain and 
burning fever, normal. Nurse flew into a 
panic. Drop to normal too sudden. Coma! 
Soon lapsed into sleep again, supposed to 
be the last one. But woke up normal 
and stayed normal, and was up at my 
work again within a fortnight. Clearly 
a miracle! Two months later a letter came 
from home, but this was not from my 
mother. They had carried her out. She 
died in an agony of prayer for her only 
girl the same hour in Chicago, in which 
the girl, 10,000 miles away, had come back 
to life again. Letters took two months 
from Chicago to our station. There was 
no means of cabling in that day. But 
the heavenly wireless was even then in 
fullest operation. The burden fell upon 
her. She fought the fight for my life, not 
knowing why. She had reckoned with the 
eternals and so I live today.
— A l m a  E. D o erin g , Africa (in The Way of 
Holiness)

He Will Not Let Vs Fall
(I Kings 9:4)

When a boy I had a dog whose name was 
Duke. Among other tricks, I taught him 
to jump through a hoop, then to jump 
through my arms when held in the form 
of a hoop, and later to jump into my arms 
and I would catch him. Sometimes I 
would stand beside a pile of rocks or of 
briars with my arms over the pile so that 
the dog would know that he would get 
hurt, if he jumped and I did not catch 
him. Then I would hesitate. I might have 
to repeat the command several times, but 
Duke never failed to obey. Did I ever 
let him fall? I should walk in shame to 
this day if I ever had! Can we not see in
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this simple story ourselves and our Lord? 
He commands us to do certain things: for 
example, to “deny” ourselves and “follow” 
Him. That is asking a good deal of us. But 
think who it is that is asking it—Jesus, our 
Saviour, risen, glorified, our Intercessor, 
“able to save unto the uttermost.” Will 
He let us fall? Will He allow us to be 
hurt? If a dog could safely trust a boy, 
how much more may we safely trust our 
Lord?—From the Secret Place.

The Living Word
A missionary in Iran was traveling near 

the border of Baluchistan and heard there 
was a Christian chieftain in a near-by town. 
This man, he was told, had openly professed 
his faith in Jesus Christ before his Moslem 
friends, and urged them to read the Bible. 
Upon visiting the chieftain, the mission
ary found that the man had never heard 
the gospel preached, nor talked with any
one, but had read the Bible and as a result 
believed on Christ.

Seven years before he had been bap
tized by a missionary visiting the district. 
“But where did you get the Bible?” the 
missionary asked. “From you,” was the 
startling reply. In 1921, when a young 
man, the chieftain had purchased the Book 
from that same missionary, and God 
through His Word had changed his life.— 
The Missionary Worker.

Light from the Word
(Psalms 119:105-112)

“In the East the streets of the towns are 
narrow, unlighted, ill-kept, and specially 
dark at night, because of the high walls of 
the houses on either side. The causeway 
often has dangerous holes, and soft muddy 
places, and great loose stones; and if a 
man is to pick his way safely, he must not 
only have a lantern, but hold it right down 
to his feet, so that its light may guide his 
next footstep. That gives point to the 
text. God’s Word is not just' a general 
light for the guidance of our route; it is 
something to hold close, for the direction 
of each step in life that we take. It gives 
the man general principles and moral 
strength, so that he is ready, prepared for 
every testing-time. It gives precise coun
sels guiding actual conduct in every emer
gency.”—Pulpit Commentary.

Two workmen, named Phelps and Stans- 
bury, were cleaning a boiler in Indianapolis, 
when another employee came along and 
turned the steam into the boiler. The only 
exit was by the ladder out of a manhole 
at the top of the boiler.

Both men jumped for the ladder. Phelps 
reached it first, went up a rung or two, 
and then stepped back, saying to Stansbury, 
“You go first, Jim; you are married.”
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Stansbury went first, and escaped with a 
few bums. Phelps meanwhile was being 
boiled alive. He managed to crawl out, 
and lived for two hours in terrible agony. 
He never murmured at his fate, but insisted, 
“It was Jim’s right to go first.”

When Christ said, “Take . . . .  this is 
my body,” He was deliberately telling men 
to escape at the cost of His life.—Selected.

For Soul Winners—
Keep Yourself Out of Sight

Seeking diversion by fishing in the streams 
of Scotland, a literary man went from the 
city with patent pole and a complete out
fit of the most expensive kind. After hours 
of effort without even a bite, he came across 
a country boy with only a switch for a 
pole and a bent pin for a hook—but he 
had a long string of fish.

“Why is it that I can’t catch any?” the 
man inquired.

“Because you don’t keep yourself out of 
sight,” the boy replied.

This is the secret of fishing for men as 
well as trout. Hold up the cross of Christ. 
Send the people away talking about Him, 
instead of praising you.—The Volunteer.

Use or Lose
(Luke 19:26)

When Paginini died, his violin, which had 
won so many honors, was placed in a glass 
case and deposited in the museum in the 
city of Naples. After a few years it was 
noticed that it was showing signs of dis
solution and decay, and experts advised 
that it be taken out of its case every day 
and played upon. Lack of use and neglect 
were ruining it, and so for a little while 
each day it was put to its intended use and 
soon began to respond to this common sense 
treatment.

It is one of the exorable laws of human 
life that the powers we possess we must use 
or lose. The muscle which is not used soon 
becomes flabby, the mind which is not kept 
active loses its keenness, the talent which 
is buried becomes rusty. Character that 
does not issue in service has already begun 
to lose its power.—Exchange.

“Because He Says So”
“Marie, do you and your husband live 

alone?”
This question I asked of a young French 

woman, who had just read the New Testa
ment for the first time.

“No,” was her answer, “we do not live 
alone.”

“Have you children, then?”
“No.”
“Are your parents with you?”
“No, they are dead.”
“Or friends?”
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“No, none at all.”
“Then how do you mean?” I asked. “Who 

is it who lives with you?”
“The Lord Jesus,” was her quick reply. 

“He lives with us. When we are asleep 
He is near us. When we wake up we feel 
sure that He is there, though we cannot 
quite see Him. And in the evening, when 
our work is done, we sit together by the 
fire talking of Him who is with us. Jean 
says, ‘Marie, we are not alone’ ; and I say, 
‘No, Jean, I know we are not.’ So it is 
true that the Lord Jesus lives with us.” 

The woman’s simple words touched me 
deeply. I asked why she believed this. 
Without a moment’s hesitation she an
swered, “Because He says so.” Her Bible 
was open on her lap, and with joy she 
pointed to the following words:

“If a man love Me, he will keep My 
words: and My Father will love him, and 
We will come unto him, and make Our 
abode with him.”

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: 
If any man hear My voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with Me.”—Glad Tidings.

Leaving Christ with Others
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 

exalt "his name together (Psa. 34:3). If 
all Christians had the spirit of Dr. Norman 
McLeod there would be no trouble about 
spreading the gospel. “He never came to 
my shop,” said a blacksmith, “without 
talking to me as if he had been a black
smith all his life; but he never went away 
without leaving Christ in my heart.”— 
From the King’s Business.

B O O K  N O T I C E
By Rev. P.

T h e  A p o s t l e  P eter

By W. H. Griffith Thomas (Eerdmans, 
$2.50)

A  devotional commentary presenting out
line studies in the life, character, and writ
ings of the Apostle Peter. For a reference 
volume it is of real worth. The author, of 
course, is of Calvinistic rather than Armin- 
ian persuasion but his observations do not 
reflect on the latter doctrinal position.

S t . P a u l ’ s  E p is t l e  to  t h e  R o m a n s  
By W. H. Griffith Thomas (Eerdmans, $4.50) 

A devotional commentary on Romans. 
In this book the author’s Calvinistic viev/s 
are prominent, especially in his comments 
on chapters six and seven. Any minister 
interested in comparing positions of dif—
November-December, 1946

A  Marvelous Answer to Prayer
L. C. O sborn

On January 10, 1943, while I was being 
held by the Japanese at military police 
headquarters at Tamingfu, North China, 
with wooden cages filled with suffering 
men just in front of me and the torture 
chamber at my side, I spent much time in 
prayer. Prayer was so sweet. On the 
night of January 10, 1943, I was earnestly 
praying for the Japanese, and especially 
for the officer in charge. I prayed until I 
was happy. Did you ever do that? I 
asked the Lord to talk with my ugly 
officer and lay it upon his heart to come 
the next morning and ask me if I did not 
want to be sent over where the other 
Americans were. The next morning I was 
not greatly surprised when this important 
man came almost tumbling into my room, 
out of breath, he had come so fast, and 
asked me if I didn’t want to be sent over 
where the other Americans were. I re
plied, “I would like very much to do so. 
In the first place, I have a bad cold and 
in the second place you are a very busy 
man, and for me to make you extra work 
causes me much distress, and if you would 
send me over there it would be so much 
better for you, and I would be very happy 
about it.” It was more than 24 hours be
fore I was released, but God undertook and
I was soon set free. Praise God, He an
swers prayer today in the good old-fash
ioned way! Amen—The Way of Holiness.

We never test the resources of God until 
we attempt the impossible.—Selected.

s . .
H. Lutitt

fering schools of theology will find this 
a rewarding volume. The way some of the 
material is outlined is particularly help
ful; for instance, Dr. Thomas’ comments on 
Romans 15:15, 16, where he outlines some 
aspects of Christian service: (1) The 
Source of Ministry, (2) The Purpose of 
Ministry, (3) The Sphere of Ministry, (4) 
The Work of Ministry, (5) The End of 
Ministry, (6) The Crown of Ministry, (7) 
The Guarantee of Ministry.

We shall try to have a full review of this 
and the preceding volume in an early issue 
of T h e  P r e a c h e r ’ s M a g a z in e .

B u d s  an d  B l o s s o m s

By Marian B. Bower (Zondervan, $1.00)
A book of missionary stories for children; 

76 pages.
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A dven tu res in  t h e  S p ir it u a l  L if e  
By Charles E. Brown (Warner, $1.50)

Dr. Brown is the editor-in-chief of The 
Gospel Trumpet Company publications. He 
writes in a pleasing style and always with 
fixed purpose and clearness of thought. The 
book contains fifteen sermons on timely 
subjects. You will find straight preaching 
in every one. This is a worth-while vol
ume that we highly recommend.

T h e  A d ven tu res  o f  J u m a  
By Charles Ludwig (Warner)

The author is a missionary’s son and 
writes from firsthand information about the 
interesting affairs of Juma, a native African 
boy in British East Africa. A  very appeal
ing book for boys and girls.

P o in t e d  S t o r y - S e r m o n s  for Y o u n g  F o l k s  
By P . G. S . Hopewell (Revell, $1.50)

Forty stories, each based on a text of 
Scripture, to be used by ministers, teach
ers, or workers with young people.

101 In s p ir a t io n a l  P o e m s  
Compiled by Jean C. Keegstra (Zondervan, 

Paper 75c; Cloth $1.00)
Poems of a religious nature, many of 

them old and from obscure sources.

B ible  C h a r a c t e r s  i n  C r o ss  W ord P u z z l e s  
B y  Lucile P. Johnson (Wilde, $1.00)

This author seems to be a cross-word 
puzzle specialist, this being her fourth 
volume of that kind. Here are cross-word 
puzzles dealing with more than fifty Bible 
characters.

G e m s  o f  T r u t h

By W. G. Ketcheson (The author, $2.00) 
Really an omnibus volume—438 pages. 

It is a compilation of truth, poetry, illustra
tions, outlines. The author is quite well 
known in our denomination. An eight- 
page subject index facilitates locating de
sired material.

T h e  B a s is  o f  C h r is t ia n  F a i t h  
By Floyd E. Hamilton (Harper, $2.50)

A scholarly defense of the Christian re
ligion. Conservatively orthodox in all his 
positions this author has given us a scrip
tural, scholarly, comprehensive, and with- 
all a readable book. Mr. Hamilton is a 
member of the Orthodox Presbyterian

Church. For twenty years he was a mis
sionary in Korea. This book is excellent 
for text use as well as suited to individual 
study.

F a ir e s t  F l o w e r

By F. J. Huegel (Zondervan, $1.25)
Fifteen brief chapters on “the saint.” The 

book has teeth in its arguments and has 
the admirable quality of terseness. It 
reads well until the eighth and ninth chap
ters where the author discusses “The Saint 
and Sin.” As a prize example of illogical 
reasoning and the prejudiced point of view, 
the book is worth its price. Notice how Mr. 
Huegel reasons: “Our Redeemer is an all- 
sufficient, omnipotent Lord. All power 
has been given to Him.” He even quotes 
from Jude: “Now unto him that is able to 
keep you from falling and to present you 
faultless—.” He comments: “Yes, Jesus is 
able to keep the saint from falling. His 
grace is sufficient.” Then just five para
graphs farther on we read: “Yes, the saint 
can and does sin. If I should say other
wise I would be a liar.” How does this 
man reconcile his contradictory statements? 
He remembers to quote I John 1:8 but 
conveniently overlooks I John 3:9. One 
would think that a writer would be cau
tious about using a verse of scripture to 
support his theory when right alongside 
is another verse that contravenes it. 
Finally, it does appear to this Book Man 
that it’s rather foolhardy to write a book 
on “the saints” with one of the premises 
being the inevitableness of sinning. Why 
would any writer disregard the fact that 
“saint” comes from the Latin “sanctus” 
meaning “holy” ; and “holy” means “sin
less,” “spiritually whole,” “of unimpaired 
innocence.”

T h e  C h u r c h  t h e  B o d y  o f  C h r is t  
B y  Thomas A. Lambie, M.D. (Revell, $1.50)

Some readers will recognize the author as 
the one who wrote Boot and Saddle in 
Africa, A Doctor Carries On, and A Doctor 
Without a Country.

In this volume Dr. Lambie does some
thing very unusual if not unique. He makes 
an analogy between the human body and 
the Church as the Body of Christ. He 
discusses the anatomy, the blood system, 
the nervous system, the food, reproduction, 
etc. Any preacher could find here, au
thentic material for a series of sermons.

« « « « « « « « « • » » » » » » » » »

The Bible is a book of faith, and a book of doctrine, and a book 
of morals, and a book of religion, of special revelation from God; 
it is also a book which teaches man his own individual responsibility, 
his own dignity, and his equality with his fellowman.

— D a n ie l  W eb ster .
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Love Won Them .............................................................................................. 266
Marvelous Answer to Prayer, A ; ....................................................401
Mutual Help .................................................................................................... 267
My Presence Shall Go with Thee....................................................335
Neglect .......................................................................................................................62
Not Defeated .................................................................................................... 130
Our F irst Good Work ............................................................................ 63
Paying with the Sinners .........................................................................335
Personal Touch, The ............................................................................336
Plea for Magnanimity, A ......................................................................268
Ransoming a Waster ..................................................................................130
Song of the Robin, The ......................................................................199
Soul Winners, For— Keep Yourself Out of Sight; ..4 0 0
Summons of the Cross, The ................................................................130
Treachery of Sin, The ............................................................................266
Use or Lose ................................................................................................. 400
Wages— Earthly and Heavenly .......................................................... 63
Walking with Jesus ..................................................................................131
Way to Victory, The .................................................................................. 130
We Must Work .............................................................................................. 335
Week-end Worker with God, A , ..........................................................131
What Is " S in " ?  ........................................................................................ 334
When They Gave Their Home .......................................................... 62

M i n i s t e r ' s  H e l p s  

( S e a r c h i n g  T r u t h s  a n d  S c r a p b o o k )

Are You W illing? ........................................................................................ 104
Bible, Great Men's Opinion of Christ and the; ............... 380
Bible, How to Read the; ...................................................................... 380

"Cherith"; F . B. Meyer ..................................................................... 101
Bible Speaks, The; ..................................................................................380
Christianity Have to Offer? What Does; ................................. 381
Church Difficulties, How to Settle .......................................  36
Church, I Go to ........................................................................................105
Church? What of Your ......................................................................241
Church's Task, The .......................................................: ............................. 101
Communion with God, ........................................................................... 379
Contentment ........................................................................................t .............. 241
Cross, The Daily; Bishop Moule ....................................................240
Directions Needed, Not the ............................................................... 308
Do You Know? ..............................................................................................104
Drawing Men to Himself ..................................................................... 309
Earning the Right ........................................................................................309
Fa il, Why Some Pastors ..................................................................... 308
Faith, By ..........................................................................................................241
Forgive, Dear Lord (poem) ................................................................309
God's W ill, How I Ascertain; George Mueller .....................  33
Great in L ittle  Things, J .  H. Jowett ................................. ; .  .33
Helpful Hints to the Christian ......................................................... 380
Hints to Christian Workers ................................................................105
Home? ......................................................................................................................169
Ideal Christian L ife , The; A. B . Simpson ........................... 308
Incense and Perfume ............................................................................379
Influence of a Holy L ife , Long ..........................................................309
Intercession ..........................................................................................................240
Jewels, A Handful of ..................................................................................241
Jowett, Gems from ........................................................................................ 36
Lambs Make Sheep ..................................................................................168
Live with Christ, To, Henry Drummond .................................. 33
Logic of Christian Missions, The ............................................. 104
Lost Our Desperation, Roy L . Smith ........................................168
Marks of a Christian, Samuel Rutherford ........................... 104
Memories, Such Pleasant ......................................................................309
Meditations, Minute ..................................................................................309
Money Talks Back ..................................................................................169
Mother's Creed, A ........................................................................................169
Napkin Christians ........................................................................................241
Needful, Three Things, Adam Clarke ....................................... 101
Neglected the Word of God," " I ,  by George Mueller 168
Pray, When You, C. H. Spurgeon*..................................................308
Prayer for Missions, Importance of, A. B. Simpson . .1 0 5
Prayerlessness, The Sin of ............................................................... 169
Preacher Does, What the* True ..........................................................101
Precepts for the Preacher ........................................................ . . . 3 7 9
Presence of God, The; ........................................................................... 379
Pride Rebuked ................................................................................................. 36
Questions, Some Startling; ................................................................381
Reading the Scriptures, . . a ............... ............................................ 380
Reasons, Three, Bishop Whipple . . . . : .................................... 169
Resolve, A Morning; ..................................................................................379
Scriptures, Holy; ........................................................................................380
Self-Promotion, Not ..................................................................................101
Sunday-School Facts; .......................................................................... . . 3 8 1
Think About, Something to ............................................................... 309
Toilers with God ........................................................................................380
Tomorrow- ............................................................................................................... 380
Tomorrow, God in, F . B. Meyer ................................................... 308
Twelve Rules for Reading the Bible ....................................... 104
Twenty-third Psalm, The ......................................................................104
Wesley's Work .................................................................................................168

M i s s i o n a r y  D e p a r t m e n t

African Smile, An; ..................................................................................397
Are There Men There? (New Guinea) ....................................... 197
Be Sure Your Sin W ill Find You Out (Africa) ............... . .3 3 2
Better Than Jam (China) ......................................................................333
Brokenhearted Healed, The (Assam) ............................................. 332
Chilean Earthquake, In The ............................................................... 128
Chinese Children Believed, The .........................................................  61
Christian Compassion (China) ..........................................................265
Darkness to Light, From (India) ................................................... 129
Glory-Face"; "M r. (Burma), .................................... •..................398
Gospel Story, The Simple (West Indies); ........................... 398
Heroic Pioneer Missionary ..................................................................... 265
I ' l l  Go Where You Want Me to Go (Africa) ..................... 333
Korean Sailor Saved Through New Testame.nt Theology,

A ; Vernelle W. Dyer ........................................................................... 264
L ittle  Evangelist, The (China) .........................................................  60
L ittle  Incidents That Bless My Soul (Africa)

Margaret L . Thompson ................................. ...................................  60
Love in Daily L ife  (India) ..................................................................... 129
Love Wins in the End (Belgian Congo) ......... ........................ 196
Loyalty Through Giving (China) ................................................... 197
Prayer and Faith ....................................................................................... 397
Preaching the Word In Brazil ...................................................332
Shantung Saint, A ; Mrs. L . S. Bainbridge ........................... 128
Shepherd's Charge, The (poem) ................................................... 265
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Stir into Flame (poem) ......................................................................333
"Suppose, After A ll We are Mistaken" ..................................128
Thrilling Experience, A (African) ....................................................60
Treasures of Darkness (Philippines); ........................................397
Uncomfortable Pillow, The (Burma) ........................................ 61
Was That Somebody You? (poem), A. B . Simpson _____ 264

Q u o t a b l e  P o e t r y

Before the Cross, (clipped) ..........................................................103
Begin the Day with God, (clipped) ..............................................311
Bel is of Christmas ........................................................................................383
Bible, The; Isaac W atts; ......................................................................382
Bible, The; ..........................................................................................................382
Calvary, L . T . Newland ......................................................................102
Christian Home (clipped) ................................................................... .170
Christmas, The Sp irit of; Annie Johnson F lin t, ................383
Come, Holy Sp irit; Isaac Watts ..........................................................171
Come, See, and Te ll; Fred Scott Shepard ........................... 103
Come, See the King! ..................................................................................383
Easter Hymn, An; (clipped) ..........................................................102
Emmaus Way, The George E . M iller ..................................102
Forgotten "Resting P lace ," The (clipped) ............................171
Glory of the Cross, The Bernice Wilson ..................................102
"God, Touch My L ife " selected ....................................................103
God's Sunshine, John Oxenham ..........................................................310
Great Commission— and You, The; Mabel S . McMullen 242
He W ill Stay Near; Ganelle B . Mittan ..................................171
Higher Each Day; W . J .  Henry ....................................................103
His Sheep; (clipped) ............................................................................243
"Holding the Ropes"; Georgia A. Merry ............................171
I Trust My Guide; selected ................................................................242
Lantern of Thy Love, The; Grace Herner Poffenberger 243
Let Me Be a Giver, selected ..........................................................311
Life Is So Short; Margaret Scott Hall ..................................243
Lights, Pitchers, Trumpets, exchange ........................................310
Look Up! Look Up! John Caldwell Craig ............................243
Love of Our Mothers; Arthur Bardwell Patten ......................170
Love W ill Stoop, selected - ................................................................311
Make Me a Soul Winner, Kenneth Robinson ..................... 242
Marred Vessel, The; E . C. W. Boulton ..................................242
Mother's Hymn, The; W illiam  Cullen Bryant ............... 170
My Ideal, selected ....................................................................... . . . 1 7 0
New Year; Charles Wesley ................................................................  34
New Year, For the; M. D. Armstrong ........................................ 35
New Year, This; Martha S . Clingan ........................................ 34
Old Year Memories; selected ..........................................................  34
Perfect Peace; exchange ......................................................................311
Perhaps Today; H. G. Kerridge ....................................................170
Prayers; La ila  Mitchell Thornton .................................... ...............171
Pressing Onward; W . B. McCafferty ........................................ 34
Return; Grace Noll Crowell ................................................................310
Roll Back, 0 Clouds!; Velma Gray ..............................................103
Thank the Lord— Do You? I ;  ................................................................382
Thanksgiving .......................................................................................................382
Thanks-giving .....................................................................................................382
This Moment; Annie Johnson F lin t .............................................. 310
Three Crosses, The; selected ..................... ..........................................102
Today; selected ..............................................................................................  35
Touch of Human Hands, The; exchange .....................................171
Way to a Happy Year; exchange .............................................. 35
What Makes a Land Great; Alexander Blackburn . . . . 3 1 0
What Then; exchange ............................................................................ 35
Whither Bound; selected ......................................................................243

S e r m o n s

A ll Things Are Possible; G. B. Williamson ...................... 49
Barrabas (clipped) ...........................................................................................331
Bethlehem, The L ittle  Town of; G. B. Williamson . .385

Bringing Men to Christ; G. B. Williamson ----- . . . .  53
Call for Laborers, The; W illiam  M. Smith ............................ 56
Call to Holiness, The; G. B . Williamson ............................328
Christ at the Door; G. B. Williamson ........................................125
Christ S tills  the Storm; G. B. Williamson ............................262
Christ-Revealer, The; G. B . Williamson ..................................318
Christian Charter for World Peace, A ; G. B. Williamson 39
Cleansing the Leper; G. B. Williamson ........................................  51
Comforter, The; G. B. Williamson ....................................................314
Commission and the Promise, The (for Pentecost Sun

day); G. B. Williamson .......................................................................172
Day of Good Tidings, A ; G. B. Williamson ............................37
Definite, Be (a sermon heart), W. Shelburne Brown; 395
Descent of the Holy Sp irit, The (clipped) ............................195
Doctrine of Sanctification, The; Wm. M. Smith . . . . 1 9 4
Election of Grace, The; G. B. Williamson ............................319
Entire Sanctification; G. B. Williamson ............................324
Evangelism, Essentials of (clipped) ..............................................396
Expository Outlines; T . M. Anderson (Luke 1:67-80, 57 );

Luke 11 :5-13, 58 ; Luke 14:26-34, 58 ;
Faith Made Perfect; G. B . Williamson ..................................321
Faith Tested and Rewarded; G. B . Williamson ............... 180
Following Christ Afar Off; G. B. Williamson ................187
Glory of Going On, The; G. B. Williamson ......................190
God's Advocate with Man; G. B . Williamson ......................316
God's Choice; G. B. Williamson ....................................................118
God's Requirement; G. B . Williamson ........................................122
Greatest Bargain, The; G. B. Williamson ............................254
Habitation of God, The; G. B . Williamson ............................113
He That Sanctifieth; G. B . Williamson .................................. 40
Indispensable Presence, The; G. B. Williamson .............246
"Jesus Never F a ils " ; S . E . Nothstine ........................................  56
Joshua's Steps to Success, D. I .  Vanderpool, ......................394
Journey Heavenward, Our; (clipped) .............................................. 330
Kingly Christ, The (Palm Sunday sermon);

G. B. Williamson ...................................................................................106
Knowing God; G. B. Williamson ....................................................120
Life Story in Scripture Terms, A (selected); ......................396
Living Hope, Our; G. B. Williamson ........................................244
Meaning of the Cross, The; G. B. Williamson ................110
Mind of Christ, The; G. B. Williamson ..................................251
More Than Conquerors; G. B . Williamson ............................ 42
Mystery cf the Wind, The; G. B. Williamson ...................... 45
New Year's Message, A ; (clipped) ..............................................  55
One More Year, G. B . Williamson ..............................................390
Patriotism of Isaiah, The; G. B. Williamson ................177
Perfect Peace; G. B. Williamson ..............................................  47
Power of the Gospel, The; G. B. Williamson ...................... 124
Primary Objective, The; G. B. Williamson ............................115
Promise of Salvation, The; G. B. Williamson ......................185
Prophet's Personal Experience, The; G. B. Williamson 259 
Resurrection, The (Easter sermon); G. B. Williamson 108
Saved to the Uttermost, G. B. W illiam son..................................388
Source of Spiritual L ife , The; G. B. Williamson . . . . 3 9 2
Spirit of Adoption, The; G. B . Williamson ......................192
Spirit of Truth, The; G. B . Williamson ..................................312
Suffering Saviour, The; G. B. Williamson ............................256
Tenses of the Christian Life, The; W illiam  M. Smith; 395
Threefold Resurrection (clipped) ....................................................127
Time to Seek the Lord; G. B. Williamson ............................250
Treasures of Your House, The; G. B. Williamson . . . . 2 5 7
Triumphant Faith ; G. B. Williamson ..............................................174
Valley of Human Need, The; S . E . Nothstine ................126
Vessels Unto Honor; G. B. Williamson ..................................116
Walking With God (clipped) .......................................................... 330
We Would See Jesus; G. B. Williamson ............................248
When Man's Curse Becomes God's Blessing; G. B.

Williamson ..................................................................................................... 182
Why I Belong to the Church of the Nazarene;

Oscar F . Reed ...............................................................................................195
W ill of God, The; G. B . Williamson ...........................................326
Word, The Enduring; G. B. Williamson ..................................384
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COMMENTARIES—BIBLE HELPS

• Clarke's Commentary
Copies of the original notes without revision or 
abridgment. The set consists of six large vol
umes approximately 950 pages each. The full 
text of the Bible is given along with the foot
notes. This set will prove of inestimable value 
to every earnest teacher. 15.00 prepaid

• Alexander Maclaren's Expositions 
of Scripture

Seventeen volumes of expository wealth that 
will enrich the devotional life and enlarge the 
preaching capacity of any minister who uses 
it. It is not strictly speaking a Scripture Com
mentary, presenting a verse by verse treat
ment. Rather it selects outstanding passages 
and gives detailed expositional treatments of 
such Scriptures. There are 15,000 pages, with 
nearly 2,000 expositions. Complete subject and 
textual indexes; thoroughly referenced. Beau
tifully and durably bound.

Complete set of 17 volumes, 30.00 postpaid

• Matthew Henry's Commentary
A new edition; six volumes, durably bound in 
cloth. Every Bible student will appreciate the 
unfading freshness, the clear analysis, the 
spiritual force and the evangelical richness of 
these comments. 18.00 prepaid
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• Morgan's Studies in the Gospels
By G. CAMPBELL MORGAN. The famous ex
positions by the great international preacher 
and Bible scholar have won a high place in the 
esteem of all persons, Christian workers and 
Bible students.

The Gospel According to Matthew 
The Gospel According to Mark 
The Gospel According to Luke 
The Gospel According to John

4 volumes, each 3.00

• The Acts of the Apostles
By G. CAMPBELL MORGAN $3.75

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown's One-Volume Bible Commentary
A new edition of this popular one-volume commentary, printed from entirely new plates. 
Gives a verse by verse explanation of the entire Bible. 1,350 pages; bound in durable buck
ram. 4.95
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CHRISTMAS SERVICE BULLETINS
No. 263— Exterior of a church with a Christmas atmosphere. Lithographed 

in six colors. 6 x 9  inches.
No. 264—The manger scene in exquisite colors. A design that will appeal 

to all. 6 x 9  inches.
THANKSGIVING SERVICE BULLETINS

No. 275— Harvest scene in silhouette, very attractive design. 6 x 9  inches.
$1.50 a  hundred; $6.00 for 500; $10.00 for 1,000

PASTOR'S CHRISTMAS FOLDERS
Size 5 3/s x A Vs folded

No. 2410—A Christmas Wish—Shepherds
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy (Matt. 2:10).

No. 2411— A Blessed Christmas—Manger Scene
And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph and the babe lying in a 

manger (Luke 2:16).
No. 2413— Season's Greetings—Church Exterior

Let us now go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made known unto us (Luke 2:15).

Price: 4c each; $3.00 a hundred

IMPRINTING
Your name may be imprinted at the following prices: Minimum charge ior imprinting (100 or 

less) .50. Each additional hundred, .25.
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