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Address

Dear Brethren:
We consider it our privilege and duty to 

recommend to you this little volume, which 
contains the doctrines and laws of the 
Church of the Nazarene. These doctrines 
and laws we believe to be in harmony with 
the Word of God.

The reading and study of this Manual and 
of the Manuals published by other General 
Assemblies will reveal that no changes have 
been made in the doctrines of the Church at 
any time. We sincerely hope and believe 
that none will ever be made, as they ate 
founded upon the revealed Word, which 
abides unchangeable forever.

Some minor adjustments have been made by 
the Fifth General Assembly, in our laws, but 
the fundamental principles of our govern
ment remain the same. We are not purely 
Episcopal in government, nor purely Congre
gational, but we are Representative in form 
of government. This fact has not been in
terfered with by any General Assembly.

It seems evident that God has called our 
Church into existence for a definite purpose, 

9 



10 ADDRESS

namely, to propagate the Gospel of the Son 
of God throughout the world, seeking the 
conversion of sinners, the reclamation of 
backsliders, the sanctification of believers, 
especially emphasizing the great doctrine of 
full salvation. We do not wish to exist as a 
denomination merely for the purpose of ex
istence, but rather for the purpose of evan
gelization and the conserving of the results, 
which we believe can be accomplished only 
through a well organized church movement.

We urge our people to read and study this 
Manual with care, and conscientiously en
deavor inwardly to digest the whole. This 
will have a tendency to produce more system 
in the work of the Church, which will great
ly increase our efficiency under the leader
ship of the Holy Ghost.

H. F. Reynolds, 
John W. Goodwin, 
Roy T. Williams.

General Superintendents.



I. History

Near the close of the nineteenth century, 
a movement for the spread and conservation 
of Scriptural Holiness, corresponding some
what to that historically known as the Wes
leyan revival of the previous century, devel
oped, almost simultaneously, in various 
parts of the United States — everywhere 
with a spontaneous drawing, in the unity of 
the Spirit, toward closer affiliation of those 
of like precious faith, and finally culminat
ing in tlie organization of the Pentecostal 
Church of the Nazarene.

The great impulse of this movement has 
been the emphasis placed by the Scriptures 
upon the fact that, in the atonement, Jesus 
Christ has made provision not only to save 
men from their sins, but also to perfect them 
in love.

In January, 1894, William Howard Hoople, 
a business man in New York City, founded a 
mission in Brooklyn, which, in the following 
May, was organized as an independent 
church, with a membership of thirty-two, 
and called “Utica Avenue Pentecostal Taber
nacle.” A church edifice was afterward

11 



HISTORY11

erected, and Mr. Hoople was called to the 
pastorate. The following February the Bed
ford Avenue Pentecostal Church was organ
ized, in an abandoned church building, and 
a little later, the Emmanuel Pentecostal Tab
ernacle. In December, 1895, delegates from 
these three churches formed the “Associa
tion of Pentecostal Churches of America," 
adopting a constitution, a summary of doc
trines, and by-laws. This association was 
duly incorporated. Associated with Rev. 
William Howard Hoople in this work were: 
Rev. H. B. Hosley, Rev. John Norberry, Rev. 
Charles BeVier, and Rev. H. F. Reynolds.

In the meantime, several independent 
churches had been organized for the same 
purpose in New England, and a ministerial 
organization had been effected, known as the 
Central Evangelical Holiness Association. 
Prominently connected with this work were 
Rev. F. A. Hillery, Rev. C. Howard Davis, 
and Rev. F. L. Sprague. In November, 1896, 
upon invitation of the Association of Pente
costal Churches of America, a joint commit
tee of these two associations and other in
dependent churches met in the city of Brook
lyn, New York. This meeting resulted in 
several of these churches uniting with the 
Association of Pentecostal Churches of 
America.
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In October, 1895, a number of persons, un
der the leadership of Rev. Phineas F. Bresee. 
D.D., and Rev. J. P. Widney, LL.D., formed 
the First Church of the Nazarene, at Los An
geles, California, with one hundred and 
thirty-five charter members. They adopted 
statements of belief, and agreed to such gen
eral rules as seemed proper and needful for 
their immediate guidance, leaving to the fu
ture the making of such provisions as the 
work and its conditions might necessitate 
As a result of this organization, a number of 
churches sprang into existence, reaching as 
far east as Chicago.

As these two bodies came to know more of 
each other, it was felt that they should 
unite; and, after consultation by delegates 
from one body to the other, the following 
basis of union was prepared and unanimous
ly adopted by both bodies. The first union 
Assembly was held in Chicago, in October. 
1907.

HASIS OF UNION

It is agreed that the two churches are one in 
the doctrines considered essential to salvation, 
especially the doctrines of justification by faith 
and entire sanctification subsequent to justifica
tion, also by faith, and, as a result, the precious 
experience of entire sanctification as a normal 
condition of the churches. Both churches rec
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ognize that the right of church membership 
rests upon experience; and that persons who 
have been born of the Spirit are entitled to its 
privileges.

We are agreed on the necessity of a superin- 
tendency, which shall foster and care for 
churches already established, and whose duty it 
shall be to organize and encourage the organiz
ing of churches everywhere.

We are agreed that authority given to super
intendents shall not interfere with the independ
ent action of a fully-organized church, each 
church enjoying the right of selecting its own 
pastor, subject to such approval as the General 
Assembly shall find wise to institute; the elec
tion of delegates to the various assemblies; the 
management of their own finances; and of all 
other things pertaining to their local life and 
work.

It is agreed that any church of the Associa
tion of Pentecostal Churches of America going 
into this organization which may feel it impera
tive with them to continue to hold their prop
erty in like manner as at present, shall be at 
liberty to do so.

It was agreed that the name of the united 
body should be, “The Pentecostal Church of 
the Nazarene.”

In 1884, the first organization of the Church 
of Christ was effected by Rev. R. L. Harris, 
at Milan. Tennessee, with fourteen members. 
This church was deemed necessary to con
serve the work of Holiness, and eoon spread 
throughout western Texas and Arkansas. 
Prominent among the leaders was Mrs. Mary 
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Lee Harris (now Mrs. Cagle), the wife of 
Rev. R. L. Harris, who took up the work 
after the death of her husband.

In 1888, the first Holiness churches were 
organized in Texas, by Rev. Thomas Rogers 
and Rev. Dennis Rogers, who came from 
California.

In 1900, the first Independent Church of 
Christ was organized, by Rev. C. B. Jernigan, 
at VanAlstyne, Texas, and the denomination 
grew and prospered until, in 1903, there were 
twenty church organizations.

In 1904, at Rising Star, Texas, the Inde
pendent Holiness Church and the Church of 
Christ were united in one body, called the 
Holiness Church of Christ.

At the General Assembly of the Pentecos
tal Church of the Nazarene, at Chicago, in 
1907, in response to an invitation, several 
persons were present from the Holiness 
Church of Christ. Some of these were ap
pointed to attend; but were not authorized 
to take any action with reference to organic 
union. The Assembly invited them into 
counsel, and provisional arrangements were 
made for incorporating this Church into the 
general body, upon proper action on their 
part; and this was finally consummated in 
the meeting of the General Assembly, at 
Pilot Point, Texas, October 8, 1908.

In the year 1898, Rev. J. O. McClurkan 
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and a few of God’s children called a meeting 
of the Holiness people of Tennessee and ad
jacent states to be held in Nashville. At 
this convention an association was formed 
known as the Pentecostal Alliance, which 
name was afterward changed to the Pente
costal Mission. From the beginning these 
people were evangelistic in spirit, having a 
burning desire to disseminate the doctrine 
and experience of sanctification; hence there 
came together in different sections of the 
Southland groups of Holiness people, known 
as bands of the Pentecostal Mission. They 
were decidedly missionary in spirit, and soon 
were sending their representatives to ‘the 
regions beyond.” Throughout their career 
they have been characterized by this mis
sionary zeal.

At different times the question of the un
ion of the Pentecostal Mission with the Pen
tecostal Church of the Nazarene had been 
discussed, and on February 13, 1915, this 
union was effected at Nashville, Tennessee, 
thus uniting both the home and the foreign 
work of the Pentecostal Mission and the 
Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene.

The General Assembly of 1919, in response 
to memorials from thirty-five District Assem
blies, changed the name of the organization 
to “Church of the Nazarene.”



II. Doctrine

As Christians associated together for fel
lowship and service in the Church of the 
Nazarene — that there may he no harmful 
and divisive difference of belief, to the in
jury of any, or the disturbance of the har
mony and peace of the Church, but that we 
may all be of “the same mind and the same 
judgment,” so that “with one mind and one 
voice we may glorify God,” edify His people, 
and give Christian testimony to the world — 
we formulate the following enlarged state
ment of doctrine:

GOD
We believe in one eternally existent, infin

ite God, Sovereign of the universe.
That He only is God, creative and admin

istrative, holy in nature, character, and pur
pose.

That He, as God, is Triune in essential be
ing, revealed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

CHRIST
The eternally existent Son, the Second 

Person of the Adorable Trinity, is Divine. 
As the Son of God, He became incarnate by

17 



18 DOCTRINE

the Holy Spirit, being born of the Virgin 
Mary, thus uniting with Himself, insepara
bly, the divinely begotten Son of Man, called 
Jesus. So that two whole and perfect na
tures — that is to say, the Godhead and man
hood — are thus united in one person, very 
God and very man.

THE HOLY SPIRIT
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Third 

Person of the Godhead, ever present and effi
ciently active in and with the Church of 
Christ, convincing the world of sin, regener
ating those who repent, sanctifying believ
ers, and guiding into all the truth as it is in 
Jesus.

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
By the Holy Scriptures we understand the 

sixty-six books of the Old and the New Testa
ments, given by Divine inspiration, reveal
ing the will of God concerning us in all 
things necessary to our salvation; so that 
whatever is not contained therein is not to 
be enjoined as an article of faith.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ will 

return to judge the quick and the dead; 
that we who are alive at His coming sh511 
not precede them that are asleep in Christ 
Jesus; but that, if we are abiding in Him, 
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we shall be caught up with the risen saints, 
to meet the Lord in the air, so that we shall 
ever be with the Lord.

(We do not, however, regard the numerous 
theories that gather around this Bible doctrine 
as essential to salvation; and so we concede full 
liberty of belief among the members of the 
Church of the Nazarene.)

ORIGINAL SIN—DEPRAVITY

Original sin, or depravity, is that corrup
tion of the nature of all the offspring of 
Adam, by reason of which every one is very 
far gone from original righteousness, is 
averse to God, is without spiritual life, and 
is inclined to evil, and that continually. In 
the Scriptures it is designated as “the carnal 
mind,” “our old man,” “the flesh,” “sin that 
dwelleth in me,” and such like expressions. 
It continues to exist with the new life of the 
regenerate, until eradicated and destroyed 
by the baptism with the Holy Spirit.

It is not possible that any should turn and 
prepare himself by his own natural ability 
to faith and calling upon God, or the doing of 
good works, acceptable and pleasing to Him, 
without the enabling Spirit and grace of God 
which are freely proffered to all men through 
our Lord Jesus-Christ.

REPENTANCE

Repentance is a sincere and thorough
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change of the mind in regard to sin, involv
ing a sense of personal guilt and a voluntary 
turning from sin. ,

Repentance from sin and toward God is 
demanded of all who, by act or attitude, have 
become sinners against Him. Ability of will 
to repent is given all who know their guilt 
as sinners.

To all who will repent, the Spirit of God 
gives the gracious help of penitence of heart 
and hope of mercy, that they may believing- 
ly receive Christ as Lord and Savior, unto 
pardon and spiritual life.

JUSTIFICATION
Justification is that gracious and judicial 

act of God by which He grants full pardon 
of all guilt and complete release from pen
alty of sins committed, to all who believ- 
ingly receive Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord. To all such He also grants acceptance 
as righteous through the merits of Jesus 
Christ.

REGENERATION

Regeneration is the new birth of the soul, 
through the gracious work of God, whereby 
the moral nature of the repentant believer is 
spiritually quickened and given a distinct
ively spiritual life, capable of faith, obedi
ence, and love. This work of regeneration 
is simultaneous with justification. '
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SANCTIFICATION

Entire sanctification is that act of God. 
subsequent to conversion, by which regener
ate believers are made free from inbred sin, 
and brought into the state of entire devote- 
ment to God and the holy obedience of love 
made perfect. It is provided through the 
blood of Jesus, and is wrought immediately 
by the gracious agency of the Holy Spirit, 
upon the full and final consecration of the 
believer, and a definite act of appropriating 
faith; and to this work and state of grace 
the Holy Spirit bears witness.

(This experience is also known by various 
terms, representing its different phases, such as 
“Christian Perfection,” “Perfect Love,” “Heart 
Purity,” “The Baptism with the Holy Spirit,” 
“The Fulness of the Blessing,” and “Christian 
Holiness.” There is a marked distinction be
tween a perfect heart and a perfect character. 
The former is obtained in an instant, but the 
latter is the result of growth in grace. It is one 
thing to have the heart all yielded to God and 
occupied by Him; it is quite another thing to 
have the entire character, in every detail, har
monize with His Spirit, and the life become 
“conformable to Uis image." >

RESURRECTION

“ . . . We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, in a moment, in the twink
ling of an eye, at the last trump; for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
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raised incoruptible, and we shall be changed” 
(1 Cor. 15: 51,52).

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is com
ing, in the which all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice,

“And shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrec
tion of damnation” (John 5: 28,29).

DESTINY

Concerning all who savingly believe in and 
obediently follow Jesus Christ our Lord, ev
erlasting and glorious life, with rewards of 
grace in heaven, are assured. The fuller re
wards and the greater glories are reserved 
until the resurrection of the saints and the 
day of judgment. It is equally certain that 
persistence in sin and the rejection of Christ 
and salvation will involve everlasting pun
ishment and misery for the finally impeni
tent sinner.

BAPTISM

Christian Baptism is a sacrament, or ordi
nance, signifying acceptance of the benefits 
of the atonement of Jesus Christ.

It is to be administered by ministers to 
believers, as declarative of their faith in 
Him as their Savior, and full purpose of 
obedience in Holiness and Righteousness.

Baptism, being the symbol of the New Tes
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tament, young children may be baptized, 
upon request of parents or guardians, who 
shall give assurance for them of necessary 
Christian training.

Baptism may be administered by sprink
ling, pouring, or immersion, according to the 
choice of the applicant.

(In case a Pastor, when requested to admin
ister baptism in a mode which he deems un- 
scriptural, has conscientious scruples against so 
administering the ordinance, he shall not be re
quired to do so; but he shall see that the candi
date for baptism shall be baptized in the mode 
desired by the applicant.)

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Memorial and Communion Supper in
stituted by our Lord and Savior is essential
ly a New Testament ordinance. It is de
clarative of His sacrificial death, through the 
merits of which we, as believers, have life 
and salvation, and promise of all spiritual 
blessings in Christ.

It is distinctively for those who are pre
pared for reverent appreciation of its signif
icance, and by it they show forth the Lord’s 
death till He come again. Being the Com
munion feast, only those who have faith in 
Christ and love for the saints should be 
called to participate therein.

Of the obligation to partake of the privi
leges of this Sacrament, as often as we may 
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be providentially permitted, there can be no 
doubt.

THE GENERAL CHURCH

The Church of God is composed of all 
spiritually regenerate persons, whose names 
are written in heaven.

THE CHURCHES SEVERALLY

The churches severally are to be composed 
of such regenerate persons as by providen
tial permission, and by the leadings of the 
Spirit, become associated together for holy 
fellowship and ministries.

Church of the Nazarene
We seek holy Christian fellowship, the 

conversion of sinners, the entire sanctifica
tion of believers, and their upbuilding in 
holiness, together with the preaching of the 
Gospel to every creature. We also seek the 
simplicity and Pentecostal power manifest 
in the primitive New Testament Church.

AGREED STATEMENT OF BELIEF

Recognizing that the right and privilege 
of persons to church membership rest upon 
the fact of their being regenerate, we would 
require only such avowals of belief as are 
essential to Christian experience.

Whatever is thus essential lies at the very 
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basis of their association and fellowship in 
the church, and there can be no failure to be
lieve this without forfeiting Christian life 
itself, and thus the right of all church affilia
tion. That which is not essential to life in 
Christ Jesus may be left to individual lib
erty.

We, therefore, deem belief in the following 
brief statements to be sufficient:

First. In one God — the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.

Second. In the Divine inspiration of the 
Old and New Testament Scriptures, and that 
they contain all truth necessary to faith and 
Christian living.

Third. That man is born with a fallen na
ture, and is therefore, inclined to evil, and 
that continually.

Fourth. That the finally impenitent are 
hopelessly and eternally lost.

Fifth. That the atonement through Christ 
is for the whole human race; and that who
soever repents and believes on the Lord 
Jesus Christ is justified and regenerated and 
saved from the dominion of sin.

Sixth. That believers are to be sanctified 
wholly, subsequent to conversion, through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Seventh. That the Holy Spirit bears wit
ness to the new birth, and also to the entire 
sanctification of believers.
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Eighth. In the return of our Lord, in the 
resurrection of the dead, and In the final 
judgment.

Church Membership and General Rules
To be identified with the visible Church 

is the blessed privilege and sacred duty of all 
who are saved from their sins, and are seek
ing completeness in Christ Jesus. It is re
quired of all who desire to unite with the 
Church of the Nazarene, and thus to walk in 
fellowship with us, that they shall show evi
dence of salvation from their sins by a godly 
walk and vital piety; that they shall ear
nestly desire to be cleansed from all inbred 
sin; and that they shall evidence this —

First. By avoiding evil of every kind — 
such as:

(1) The taking of the name of God in vain.
(2) The profaning of the Lord’s Day, eith

er by unnecessary labor, or business, or pat
ronage or reading of secular papers, or by 
holiday diversions.

(3) The use of intoxicating liquors as a 
beverage, or trafficking therein. The giving 
influence, or voting for, the licensing of 
places for the sale of the same. The use of 
tobacco in any of its forms, or the trafficking 
therein.

(4) Quarreling, returning evil fgr evil, 
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gossiping, slandering, spreading surmises in
jurious to the good name of others.

(5) Dishonesty, taking advantage in buy
ing and selling, bearing false witness, and 
like works of darkness.

(6) The indulgence of pride in dress or 
behavior. We urge our people to dress with 
the Christian simplicity that becometh holi
ness. “In like manner also, that women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broi- 
ded hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 
but (which becometh women professing god
liness) with good works” (1 Tim. 2:9, 10). 
“Whose adorning let it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing 
of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let 
it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price” (1 Peter 3:3,4).

(7) Such songs, literature, and entertain
ments as are not to the glory of God; the 
theater, the ballroom, the circus, and like 
places; also, lotteries and games of chance; 
looseness and impropriety of conduct; mem
bership in or fellowship with oathbound, se
cret orders or fraternities. “Know ye not 
that the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God? whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the enemy of God” 



28 DOCTRINE

(James 4:4). “Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: for what fellow
ship hath righteousness with unrighteous
ness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? . . . Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and 
I will receive you” (2 Cor. 6: 14,17).

Second. By doing that which is enjoined 
in the Word of God, which is both our rule 
of faith and practice, such as —

(1) Being courteous to all men.
(2) Contributing to the support of the 

Ministry and the Church and its work, ac
cording to the ability which God giveth.

(3) Being helpful to those who are of the 
household of faith, in love forbearing one an
other.

(4) Loving God with all the heart, soul, 
mind, and strength.

(5) Attending faithfully all the ordi
nances of God, and the means of grace, such 
as — the public worship of God, the ministry 
of the Word, the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper; searching the Scriptures and medi
tating therein; family and private devotions.

(6) Seeking to do good to the bodies and 
souls of men; feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, 
and ministering to the needy, as opportun
ity and ability are given.
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(7) Pressing upon the attention of the un
saved the claims of the Gospel, inviting them 
to the house of the Lord, and trying to com
pass their salvation.

Third. It is expected of those who remain 
with us that they be in hearty fellowship, 
not inveighing against our doctrines and us
ages, but being in full sympathy and con
formity therewith.

Special Advices

Support of the Ministry —
“Even so the Lord ordained that they 

which preach the gospel should live of the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9: 14).

Of the obligation of the Church to provide 
for the support of its Ministers, who by the 
call of God and under the direction of the 
Church give themselves wholly to the work 
of the Ministry, we are advised by the Lord, 
and as members of the Church we are volun
tarily committed thereunto.

We advise, therefore, that weekly offer
ings be the usual method of this holy busi
ness, and that the tithing principle be chosen 
as best, if not also obligatory.

For other matters of Christian pecuniary 
obligation and for works of benevolence, 
such free-will offerings as may be found nec
essary are advised.
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Divine Healing —
We believe in the Bible doctrine of Divine 

Healing, and urge our people to seek to offer 
the prayer of faith for the healing of the 
sick. Providential means and agencies, when 
necessary, are not to be refused.

Temperance and Prohibition —
The Holy Scriptures and human experi

ence alike condemn the use, as a beverage, 
of intoxicating drinks. The manufacture 
and sale of such liquors for such purposes is 
sin against God and the human race. Total 
abstinence from all intoxicants is the Chris
tian rule for the individual, and total prohi
bition of the traffic is the duty of civil gov
ernment. It can not be licensed without sin, 
and voters are largely responsible for the 
acts of the government. No voter can vote 
for license, or for a party favoring it, with
out becoming a partaker of this crime 
against humanity. To rent or lease property 
to be used for 'such business, or to be a 
bondsman for persons engaged in the traffic 
of intoxicating drinks, can but be considered 
a misdemeanor.

Only unfermented wine is to be used in 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
Marriage —

The institution of Marriage, being or-



DOCTRINE 31

Gained of God, is the basis of the family, the 
cornerstone of our Christian civilization, and 
an essential component of the Church of 
Christ. Our blessed religion, morality, and 
free institutions are all closely related to it. 
We should cherish it in our thought as a sa
cred estate, and deliberation and prayer 
should precede any step in the matter. Chris
tians should marry only in the Lord, and “be 
not unequally yoked together with unbeliev
ers” in this most intimate and sacred rela
tion.

Divorce —
We hold that persons who have been di

vorced by civil law, where Scriptural 
grounds for divorce did not exist, and have 
subsequently remarried, are living in adul
tery, and are unworthy of membership in 
the church; and though there may exist such 
other causes and conditions as may justify 
one party in seeking legal separation, yet 
only the "Biblical cause for divorce (namely, 
adultery) will supply such moral grounds as 
may justify the innocent party in remarry
ing.

The Ministers of this Church are posi
tively forbidden to solemnize the marriage 
of persons not having the Scriptural right 
to marry.
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Church Officers —
We advise our Churches in selecting their 

Church officers to elect only such as are 
clearly in the experience of entire sanctifi
cation.

The Minister
The perpetuity and the efficiency of the 

Church of the Nazarene, as an evangelizing 
agency, largely, if not wholly, depends upon 
the spiritual qualifications, the character, 
and the manner of life of its Ministry.

The Minister of Christ is to be in all 
things a pattern to the flock — in diligence, 
earnestness, discretion, punctuality. “By 
pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by 
kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by love un
feigned, by the word of truth, by the power 
of God, by the armor of righteousness on the 
right hand and on the left.”

A Minister of the Gospel must know that 
he has peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and that he is sanctified wholly 
by the baptism with the Holy Spirit. He 
must have a deep sense of the fact that souls 
for whom Christ died are perishing, and that 
he is called of God to proclaim to them the 
glad tidings of salvation. He must be an 
example of prayer. As our Lord “called to 
him whom he would,” and chose and or- 
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Gained His twelve Apostles “that they might 
be with him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach,” so He doth still call and 
send forth messengers of the Gospel. The 
Church, illuminated by the Holy Spirit, will 
recognize the Spirit’s call. There will also 
be thirst for knowledge, especially of the 
Word of God. There will be sound judgment 
and good understanding. There will be clear 
views concerning the plan of Redemption 
and Salvation as revealed in the Scriptures; 
and saints will be edified and sinners con
verted through their ministry.

When the Church discovers the Divine 
call, the proper steps should be taken for its 
recognition and indorsement, and all suit
able help should be given to open the way 
into the Ministry.



III. Government

All life must have law; all organization 
must have government. He who is Head 
over all things unto the Church Himself 
gave form and order unto His body of fol
lowers and representatives. We seek as a 
Church to conform to principles of govern
ment in accord with the Holy Scriptures and 
Divine providences, that all things may be 
done scripturally, decently, and in order.

The government of our Church is repre
sentative, thus avoiding the extremes of epis
copacy on the one hand, and unlimited Con
gregationalism on the other.

Ilie Ixx-al Church
1. The membership of the local Church 

shall consist of all who have been organized 
as a Church by those authorized so to do, 
and all who have been publicly received by 
the Pastor, after having declared their ex
perience of salvation and their belief in our 
doctrines, and their willingness to submit to 
our government.

2. Any local Church may, through Its 
Board, establish a probationary system of

34
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membership; but probationers must not be 
counted as full members.

3. Probationers shall have all the privi
leges of church membership, with the excep
tion of voting and holding church office.

4. Probationers may be received into full 
membership or dropped at any time, at the 
discretion of the Pastor and Church Member
ship Committee.

Church Membership Committee —
The Church Board shall provide a Com

mittee on Church Membership of from three 
to five persons whose duties shall be: (1) to 
seek out those who seem desirable as mem
bers and to recommend them to the Pastor; 
(2) to act in the capacity of an advisory 
committee with the Pastor as chairman, for 
the examination of prospective members ac
cording to the doctrines and rules of the 
Church of the Nazarene.
Church Letters —

The Pastor may, when requested by a 
member, grant a certificate of church stand
ing, and a letter of dismission to any evan
gelical church that may be named; such let
ter to be good for three months only. (See 
form for church letters.)

Members of local churches, on removing 
their places of residence, are required to re
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port to their Pastor at least once in six 
months. Upon failure so to do, their names 
may be removed from the church-roll by the 
action of the Church Board; and the Pastor 
shall write opposite their names: “Removed 
without letter.”

Church Meetings —
1. Meetings of the full members of the 

local Church, for conference or the transac
tion of business, may be called at any time 
by the Pastor or the Church Board, due pub
lic notice of the same always being given a 
reasonable time prior.

2. Within a month prior to the District 
Assembly there shall be held for each local 
Church an annual meeting of the full mem
bers.

3. At this annual meeting the Pastor, the 
District Superintendent, or the General Su
perintendent having jurisdiction, or some 
one representing such, shall preside.

4. At this meeting reports shall be given 
by the Pastor, the Sunday School Superin
tendents, the Presidents of the Young 
People’s Societies, the Deaconesses, the Local 
Preachers, the Stewards, the Trustees, and 
the Secretary and the Treasurer of the 
Church Board.

5. At this meeting there shall be an elec
tion, by ballot, of the Stewards, and the
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Trustees of the Church, to serve for the en
suing year.

6. Any business in harmony with the spir
it and order of the Church, and not other
wise provided for, may be transacted at any 
Church meeting.

The Pastor —
A Pastor is a person who, under the call 

of God and His people, has the oversight of a 
local Church. His duties are:

(1) To preach the Word.
(2) To administer (or, if not an Elder, - 

arrange for the administration of) the Sac
raments.

(3) To care for the people by pastoral 
visitation — particularly of the sick and 
needy.

(4) To comfort those who mourn.
(5) To reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 

all longsuffering and doctrine.
(6) To seek, by all means, the conversion 

of sinners, the sanctification of the convert
ed, and the upbuilding of God’s people on 
their most holy faith.

(7 To have the care of all departments 
of local Church work.

(8) The Pastor Is, ex-officio, President of 
the Church, Chairman of the Church Board, 
and head of the Sunday School, the Young 
People’s Societies, and all other subsidiary 
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organizations in connection with the Church.
(9) When a member of a local Church re

moves to another locality, the Pastor shall 
notify the Pastor of the Church nearest to 
that locality, giving the name and address 
(if known) of the member who has moved.

(10) The Pastor shall take an offering in 
the Church, within a year prior to the Gen
eral Assembly, for the expenses and enter
tainment of the General Assembly, such of
fering to be immediately forwarded to the 
General Treasurer.

(11) The Pastor shall administer (or, if 
not an Elder, arrange for the administration 
of) the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 
least once a quarter.

(12) The Pastor shall, within each church 
year, read to the congregation the doctrines 
of the Church and that part of the govern
ment relating to the local Church and the 
District Assembly.

(13) The Pastor shall always show re
spect for the united advice of the District 
Superintendent and Advisory Board.

(14) For the exercise of his office the Pas
tor is amenable to the District Assembly, to 
which he shall report annually.

Calling of a Pastor —
1. An Elder or a Licensed Minister may 

be called to the pastorate of a local church 
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by a two-third’s favorable vote of the full 
members present and voting by ballot at a 
regular or special meeting of the church; 
provided, that such Elder or Licensed Min
ister shall have been nominated to the 
church by a majority vote by ballot of all 
the members of the Church Board, such nom
ination having the approval of the District 
Superintendent. In case of disagreement be
tween the Church Board and the District Su
perintendent, there shall be a right of appeal 
to the General Superintendent having juris
diction, and also to the Board of General 
Superintendents.

2. The call of a Pastor may be only until 
the close of the next District Assembly but 
may be renewed without the nomination of 
the Church Board, at a special or regularly 
called church meeting for this purpose — 
due notice having been given from the pulpit 
— by a two-third’s vote by ballot of all the 
full members present and voting. In case 
of disapproval of the call by the District Su
perintendent, there may be an appeal to the 
General Superintendent having jurisdiction 
and to the Board of General Superintendents, 
ents.

3. When a Pastor is called, the Church 
should specify the pecuniary support he may 
expect, and should make provision for his 
traveling and moving expenses.
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The Deaconess —
1. The duties of a Deaconess are mani

fold, such as — ministering to the sick and 
the poor; praying with the dying, and point
ing them to the Savior; comforting the sor
rowing; seeking the lost and wandering; 
and endeavoring by all means to lead them 
to Christ and salvation.

2. No one shall be licensed as a Deacon
ess who does not feel the call of God, and in 
her life give evidence of the fruit of the 
Spirit. She shall be at least twenty-one 
years of age, and shall not be licensed until 
after she has served at least six months un
der the instructions of an older Deaconess 
or the Pastor, and has passed a satisfactory 
examination in Bible doctrine and the gov
ernment of the Church and domestic qualifi
cations, and has declared her purpose to 
take the Course of Study prescribed for Dea
conesses, which examination shall be taken 
before the District Board of Examination.

3. When a probationary Deaconess shall 
have passed in the prescribed Course of 
Study, she may. upon the recommendation 
of the Church Board of the Church of which 
she is a member, be elected by the District 
Assembly as a full Deaconess, and, when so 
elected, shall be consecrated by the District 
Assembly with appropriate religious services.

4. All Consecrated Deaconesses, and Li
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censed Deaconesses who have passed at least 
one-half of the prescribed Course of Study, 
shall be members of the District Assembly; 
provided, they are in active service.

5. The Deaconesses’ garb shall consist of 
an all-black suit, all-white suit, or a white 
shirtwaist and black skirt, with the regula
tion bonnet adopted by the General Assem
bly of 1907.

6. In case the license of a Deaconess is 
not renewed, she may no longer serve as 
Deaconess or wear the garb.

7. In the interim of the District Assem
bly, the license of a Deaconess may be re
voked, by the District Advisory Board of the 
Church, after conference with the Church 
Board of which such Deaconess is a member.

The Local Preacher —
1. When any member of the Church feels 

called of God to do special work in the way 
of preaching and conducting special meet
ings in the interest of salvation, and the call 
is evidenced by grace, gifts, and usefulness, 
he may, after proper examination as to his 
personal experience of salvation, his knowl
edge of the doctrines of the Bible and the 
order of the Church, and after recommenda
tion by the Pastor, be licensed by the Church 
Board as a Local Preacher.

2. Such license may not be for more than 
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one year; but may be renewed by the same 
process.

Stewards —
1. The Stewards — not less than three, 

nor more than thirteen—who shall be elect
ed by the annual local Church meeting, shall 
give special attention to raising money for 
the support of the Pastor, that he may be 
free from worldly care and anxiety, and may 
give himself wholly to the work of the min
istry.

2. The Stewards shall provide the ele
ments for the Lord’s Supper, and may assist 
the Pastor in the distribution of the same, 
when requested so to do.

3. The Stewards may also co-operate with 
the Deaconesses in caring for the needy and 
distressed.

Trustees —
1. The Trustees of the local Church shall be 

not less than three nor more than nine per
sons, who shall be members of the Church of 
the Nazarene.

2. They shall hold church property for 
the use of the local Church membership and 
the properly-constituted Church authorities.

3. In all cases where the civil law re
quires a specific mode of election of Chur<
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Trustees, that mode shall be strictly fol
lowed.

4. Where no particular mode of election 
is required by civil law, the Trustees shall 
be elected by ballot, at the annual meeting 
of the Church, or at a meeting of the Church 
called for that purpose, due announcement of 
such meeting having been made from the 
pulpit.

5. Before real estate is purchased for the 
use of the Church, the Trustees shall see that 
the Church, in all places where the statutes 
will permit, be incorporated; and that the 
articles of incorporation shall provide that 
the Church shall be subject to the provisions 
of the government of the Church of the Naz
arene, as from time to time authorized and 
declared by the General Assembly of said 
Church, and that the secular affairs of such 
corporation shall be managed and controlled 
by a Board of Trustees, elected and organ
ized according to the provisions of said gov
ernment. Such articles shall further provide 
that such corporation shall have power to ac
quire, hold, sell, and convey property, both 
real and personal. When this is done, all 
property acquired shall be deeded directly 
to the Church in its corporate name.

6. In no case may the Church Trustees 
mortgage or encumber the real estate, to 
meet the current expenses of the Church; 
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and they may in no case transfer real estate 
■of the Church, without the consenting vote 
of the Church, after due announcement of 
the proposition, and the written approval of 
the District Superintendent.

7. For faithfulness to their trust the 
Church Trustees shall be amenable to the lo
cal Church, to which they shall make annual 
report.

The Church Board —
1. Every local Church shall have a Church 

Board, composed of the Pastor, the Sunday- 
School Superintendents, the Presidents of 
the Young People’s Societies, the Stewards 
and Trustees of the Church, and as many 
Elders, Licensed Ministers, Deaconesses, and 
Local Preachers as may be elected thereunto 
by the Church Board.

2. The duties of the Church Board shall 
be, in harmony with the Pastor, to care for 
the interests of the Church and its work, not 
■otherwise provided for.

3. It shall nominate to the Church, with 
the approval of the District Superintendent, 
any Elder or Licensed Minister whom it may 
deem the proper person to become Pastor.

4. It shall, after conference with the Dis
trict Superintendent, arrange for pastoral 
supply, until such time as a Pastor shall be 
regularly called by the Church.
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5. It shall provide for the support of the 
Pastor, the pastoral supply, or any other 
paid worker of the Church.

6. It shall see that proper attention is giv
en to the support of the District Superin
tendent and General Superintendents, in ac
cord with the authorized plans.

7. It may license any one who has been 
recommended by the Pastor as Local 
Preacher.

8. It may nominate to the District Assem
bly any one who has been recommended by 
the Pastor to be licensed as a Minister.

9. It may, upon recommendation of the 
Pastor, nominate to the District Assembly 
any one whom it shall deem eligible to be 
licensed as Deaconess.

10. It shall have, in harmony with the 
Pastor, and through the Sunday School 
Board, general supervision of the Sunday 
School, and may approve or disapprove any 
who have been elected by the Sunday School' 
Board as officers and teachers.

11. It shall carefully keep accounts of all 
monies received and disbursed by the 
Church, making report of the same at its 
regular meetings, and to the Church at its 
annual meeting.

12. It shall have regular meetings in the- 
first week of each month, and shall meet spe
cially when called by the Pastor, the District
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Superintendent, or the Secretary when there 
is no Pastor.

13. It shall appoint annually a Sunday 
School Committee of three members of the 
Church, who shall be members of the Sunday 
School Board.
The Sunday School —

1. It shall be the duty of the Pastor to 
organize and supervise, as far as practicable 
and proper, one or more Sunday Schools in 
the Church under his pastoral care.

2. The object of the Sunday School shall 
be: instruction in the principles of our holy 
faith, personal salvation, and the promotion 
of scriptural holiness among all our people 
and others, through the prayerful and care
ful study of the Word of God.

3. The Sunday School shall be under the 
general supervision of the Sunday School 
Board, working in harmony with the Pastor 
and the Church Board.

4. The Sunday School shall be under the 
special and direct supervision and leadership 
of a Superintendent, working in harmony 
with the Pastor.

5. The Sunday School officers and teachers 
must be in the experience of salvation, and 
must teach in harmony with the doctrines 
of the Bible as interpreted by the Church.

6. A Constitution and By-Laws, adopted 
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by the Sunday School, must conform to the 
foregoing rules and regulations.

7. The Sunday School year shall begin 
with the first day of January.
Sunday School Board —

1. The Sunday School Board shall be com
posed of the Pastor (who shall be, ex-officio. 
Chairman), the Superintendent, the Assist
ant Superintendent, the officers, the teachers, 
and the Sunday School Committee appointed 
by the Church Board.

2. Special meetings may be called by the 
Pastor, the Superintendent, or any three 
members of the Sunday School Board.

3. In case of imprudent conduct or neglect 
of duty by any officer or teacher, the place 
may be declared vacant by a majority vote of 
those present at a regular meeting of the 
Sunday School Board.

Young People’s Societies.—
1. Societies of young people may be or

ganized, by consent of and under the advice 
of the Pastor, for the spiritual benefit of the 
young people, and for co-operation in seeking 
the salvation of souls, and for the advance
ment of the work of the Church, such organ
ization to be perfected in harmony with the 
adopted Constitution of the Young People’s 
Society.
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2. The Societies shall be in full subordina
tion to the Church as a body, and may in
augurate no movement contrary to the judg
ment of the Church, or without the consent 
of the Pastor.

3. Times and places of meeting shall be 
chosen under the advice of the Pastor and 
the Church Board.
The Missionary Society —

In each local Church there shall be one or 
more Missionary Societies, organized under 
the direction of the Pastor, whose duty it 
shall be, by all means, to awaken and sus
tain interest in and support of the sacred 
cause of Missions — both home and foreign.

Organization of Churches —
Local Churches may be organized by the 

District Superintendent or by the General 
Superintendent having jurisdiction, or by an 
Elder authorized by either of them.

Disorganization of Churches —
1. When it seems clear to a District Su

perintendent that a local church organiza
tion should no longer continue as such, it 
may be disorganized by action and formal 
pronouncement of the Board of General Su
perintendents on recommendation of the Dis
trict Superintendent.
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2. In case an individual Church becomes 
disorganized, any church property which 
shall exist may in no way be diverted to 
other purposes, but shall pass to the control 
of the District Assembly, for the use of the 
Church at large, as the District Assembly 
shall direct; and Trustees holding property 
for the disorganized Church shall sell or dis
pose of the same only on the order and under 
the direction of the appointed agent of the 
District Assembly, and turn the funds over 
to such agent.

3. No Board of Trustees may divert prop
erty from the use of the Church of the Naza
rene.

'Withdrawal of Churches —
No individual Church may withdraw as a 

body from the Church of the Nazarene, or in 
any way sever its relation thereunto, except 
by provision of the General Assembly, and 
upon agreed conditions and plans.

The District Assembly
1. The bounds and name of a Church Dis

trict shall be such as shall be indicated by 
the General Assembly or by the Districts in
General vol ved, with the final approval of the 
Superintendents having jurisdiction.
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2. The District Assembly shall be com
posed of all the received Elders, and Li
censed Ministers, the District Secretary. 
Sunday School Superintendents, Presidents 
of Young People’s Societies, and eligible Dea
conesses in the District, and two delegates 
from each local Church of fifty or less full 
members, and one additional delegate for 
every additional fifty full members or major 
fraction of fifty full members.

3. The District Assembly shall be held an 
nually, at the time appointed by the General 
Superintendent having jurisdiction, and at 
the place designated by the preceding Assem
bly or arranged for by the District Superin
tendent.

4. The business of the District Assembly 
shall be —

(1) To hear reports from and consider 
the character of all the Elders and Licensed 
Ministers and Deaconesses.

(2) To license, after careful examination, 
those who have been recommended by 
Church Boards, and whom it may judge to 
be called to the Ministry, and to the office of 
Deaconess.

(3) To elect as Elders those whom it has 
favorably passed upon as having fulfilled all 
the requirements for orders.

(4) To recognize the orders of those com
ing from other denominations, and whom it 



GOVERNMENT 51

may judge qualified and desirable for place 
among us.

(5) To receive into its membership Eld
ers, Licensed Ministers, and Deaconesses 
properly recommended, and whom it may 
judge as desirable for place in the District.

(6) When it becomes desirable for an 
Elder, Licensed Minister, or Consecrated 
Deaconess to transfer to another District 
Assembly before the meeting of the District 
Assembly in which the person’s membership 
is held, a transfer of membership may be is
sued by the District Superintendent and Ad
visory Board, which transfer may be accept
ed by the District Assembly to which it is 
presented.

(7) To elect, by a two-thirds' favorable 
vote, an Elder to the office of District Super
intendent, to serve for one year.

(8) To commission Elders and Licensed 
Ministers to serve as Evangelists for one 
year.

(9) To elect, by ballot, delegates to the 
General Assembly, at the annual session im
mediately preceding. (But no delegate to the 
General Assembly may be declared elected 
until after he has solemnly promised to 
faithfully attend all the sessions of the Gen
eral Assembly from beginning to close, un
less prevented by some serious providence, 



52 GOVERNMENT

such as sickness or death in his immediate 
family.)

(10) To present, through the District Sec
retary, a full official journal for the preced
ing quadrennium to the General Assembly, 
for review and revision.

(11) To elect all Boards and Committees, 
as directed by the General Assembly.

(12) To elect a Court of Appeals, consist
ing of from three to five Elders, including 
the District Superintendent, to serve until 
the final adjournment of the next District 
Assembly.

(13) To elect a permanent Committee on 
Real Estate and Titles.

(14) To elect a permanent Board of Min
isterial Relief.

(15) To consider and care for the entire 
work of the Church within its bounds.

(16) To transact any other business per
taining to the work, in harmony with the 
spirit and order of the Church.

District Superintendent —
1. The District Superintendent shall organ

ize, recognize, and supervise local Churches 
within the bounds of his District, subject to 
the approval of the General Superintendent 
having jurisdiction. •

2. The District Superintendent shall visit 
the local Churches in his District, at leasf 
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once a year, and shall meet with the Church 
Board, at which time he shall preside, and 
shall consult with reference to spiritual, fi
nancial, and pastoral matters, giving such 
helpful advice and assistance as he may 
deem proper.

3. The District Superintendent may, with 
the consent of the Church Board, appoint a 
Pastor to fill a vacancy until the next Dis
trict Assembly, and such appointed Pastor 
shall be subject to removal by the District 
Superintendent, when his services are not 
satisfactory to the Board and the Church.

4. When a local Church within his Dis
trict is without a Pastor or pastoral supply, 
the District Superintendent may perform for 
it all the functions of a Pastor.

5. All the missions of the Church within 
the bounds of his District shall be under the 
special supervision of the District Superin
tendent.

6. If for any reason the General Superin
tendent having jurisdiction fails to be pres
ent or to appoint a representative to be pres
ent at the District Assembly, the District 
Superintendent shall call the Assembly to 
order, and shall preside until other provision 
may have been made by the Assembly.

7. All official acts of the District Superin
tendent shall be subject to review and re
vision by the District Assembly.
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District Secretary —
1, The District Assembly shall elect a Dis

trict Secretary, to serve until the final ad
journment of the next District Assembly.

2. If, in the interim, for any cause, the 
District Secretary shall cease to serve, the 
District Superintendent shall appoint some 
one to succeed him.

3. The District Secretary shall record cor
rectly and preserve faithfully all Minutes of 
the District Assembly, all statistics of the 
District, and shall be the custodian of all 
documents of the District Assembly, prompt
ly turning over the same to his successor; 
and shall do whatever else may pertain to 
his office.

4. The District Secretary shall forward 
twenty-five copies of the printed Minutes of 
each District Assembly to General Head
quarters for distribution among the General 
Officers and Boards of the Church.

5. The District Secretary may have as 
may assistants as the District Assembly 
shall elect.
District Treasurer—-

1. The District Assembly shall elect a Dis
trict Treasurer, to serve until the final ad
journment of the next District Assembly.

2. If, in the interim, for any cause, the 
District Treasurer shall cease to serve, the 
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District Superintendent shall appoint some 
one to succeed him.

3. The District Treasurer shall receive all 
monies from his District for the General 
Ministerial Relief Fund and such other funds 
as may be designated by the General Assem
bly, or by the District Assembly, or as the 
needs of the Church may require, and dis
burse the same accordingly.

4. He shall keep a correct record of all 
funds received and disbursed and render an 
annual report to the District Assembly, to 
which he shall be amenable.

District Advisory Board —
1. The District Assembly shall elect, an

nually, by ballot, two Elders and two lay
men, who shall constitute the District Ad
visory Board, whose duty it shall be to give 
information to and consult with the District 
Superintendent respecting the Ministers and 
Churches of the District; and particularly 
to inform and advise with the General Su
perintendent regarding the pastoral arrange
ment for the coming year.

2. The Advisory Board and the District 
Superintendent may issue a transfer of mem
bership, when it becomes desirable for an 
Elder, a Licensed Minister or a Consecrated 
Deaconess to transfer to another District As
sembly before the meeting of the District 
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Assembly in which the person’s membership 
is held, which transfer may be accepted by 
the District Assembly to which it is pre
sented.

3. In the interim of the District Assem
bly, this Board may, for cause, after advising 
with the Church Board of the Church of 
which a Deaconess is a member, revoke the 
license of such Deaconess.

4. The District Superintendent shall be, 
ex-officio, a member of the District Advisory 
Board.

5. A vacancy in this Board may be filled 
by the remaining members thereof. '

District Board of Examination —
1. The District Assembly shall elect a Dis

trict Board of Examination, of five or more 
Elders, who shall serve for a term of four 
years. Vacancies occurring in the Board, In 
the interim of the District Assembly, may be 
filled, if necessary, by the District Superin
tendent.

2. Organization:
(1) As soon as elected, the first member 

chosen shall call a meeting or the entire 
Board for organization, as follows: The 
Board shall elect from among its members 
a permanent Chairman and Secretary, both 
of whom may be exempt from the direct 
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work of examination, and shall faithfully do 
the work as herein provided.

(2) The Chairman shall assign to the oth
er members of the Board the studies of the 
year on which each member shall examine. 
Such assignments shall be for the entire 
term of the Board, unless otherwise mutu
ally arranged.

(3) The Chairman shall attend all meet
ings of the Board of Examination, unless 
providentially prevented, and shall oversee 
the work of the Committee of each year. In 
case of necessary absence of the Chairman, 
the Secretary shall do his work, pro tem.

(4) The Secretary shall provide, at the 
expense of the Assembly, a suitable Record 
Book of Examinations, which shall be the 
property of the Assembly.

(5) He shall enter therein the name and 
address of each candidate for examination, 
and the name of the Church recommending 
him, the date of licensing, the course of 
study pursued, and the record of examina
tions. The Secretary shall provide and fill 
out suitable blanks, and present to each can
didate a duplicate of his record as preserved 
in the general records of the Assembly.

3. Mode of Examinations:
(1) All examinations shall be held at the 

seat of the District Assembly on the day pre
ceding the opening session, unless otherwise 
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provided by the Board of Examination.
(2) Any member of any class who shall 

fail to appear for examination as directed 
shall not be advanced in his studies by the 
Assembly, unless his absence is satisfactorily 
explained in writing to the Chairman, and 
he shall have arranged with his examiner 
for his examination in the studies of his 
year, and shall pledge to complete his entire 
work before the final examinations.

(3) All examinations shall be conducted 
in writing.

(4) The examiner shall furnish the candi
date with a list of not less than ten questions 
for each study and book.

(5) All papers shall be marked on a scale 
of 100.

(6) An average of 75 per cent shall be re
quired on all studies as a condition of pass
ing to the studies of the next year; provided, 
however, if any candidate shall fail to re
ceive a grade of 70 per cent on any study or 
book, he shall be conditioned on that study 
or book, and shall be required to pass an 
examination on that study or book before he 
may be permitted to take the examination 
for advance work.

(7) On the completion of the examina
tions, the Board of Examination shall report 
to the Assembly the record and the recom
mendation for election to the studies of the 
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next year, of such candidates as shall have 
passed satisfactory examinations.

(8) Candidates pursuing the Assembly 
Course of Study, who may be attending any 
of the recognized schools of the Church of 
the Nazarene, and pursuing the same or sim
ilar studies as are in the course of study, 
may present a “School Record” in lieu of 
examination, and, if satisfactory to the 
Board of Examination, may be recommended 
for, advancement in that study without fur
ther examination.

District Missionary Board —
1. Each District Assembly shall elect a 

District Board of Missions, of as many mem
bers as the Assembly may choose.

2. The duty of this Board shall be: to seek 
by all means —by the diffusion of intelli
gence, by the holding of local meetings and 
District conventions, by the employment of 
speakers who have the vision and the spirit, 
and by whatsoever agency may be con- 
trlbutive—to stir the people to holy zeal 
and devotion and liberality to the sacred 
cause of missions — both home and foreign.

3. This Board, under direction of the Dis
trict Assembly, and in co-operation with the 
District Superintendent, may have charge of 
all home mission work within the bounds of 
the District, conducted by the District.
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District Board of Education —-
The District Assembly shall elect annually 

a Board of Education of five members, to 
serve until final adjournment of the next 
District Assembly, whose duty it shall be, 
in co-operation with the General Board of 
Education, to foster and guard the cause of 
education as represented by our Church.

District Board of Church Extension-—
The District Assembly shall elect a Board 

of Church Extension, consisting of five mem
bers, one of whom shall be the District Su
perintendent, to serve until the final ad
journment of the next District Assembly, 
whose duty it shall be to advance the cause 
of building houses of worship and parson
ages, within the bounds of the District, in 
co-operation with the General Board of 
Church Extension.

District Board of Social Welfare —
The District Assembly shall elect, annual

ly, a District Board of Social Welfare of five 
members, one of whom shall be the District 
Superintendent, to serve until the final ad
journment of the next District Assembly. It 
shall be the duty of this Board, in co-opera
tion with the General Board of Social Wel
fare, to foster the work of moral education 



GOVERNMENT 61

prevention, restoration, and general better
ment in connection with the Church.

District Board of Ministerial Relief —
The District Assembly shall elect annually 

a Board of Ministerial Relief which shall 
recommend to the General Board of Ministe
rial Relief the disbursement of funds for the 
temporal relief of aged ministers, and the 
widows and orphans of ministers who have 
lied in the work; and this Board shall have 
full power to dispense local relief according 
to its wisdom, subject to the approval of the 
District Assembly.

District Colporteur—
The District Assembly may elect annually 

a District Colporteur, in co-operation with 
the General Colportage Board, who shall 
labor under the jurisdiction of the District 
Superintendent, and shall be amenable to the 
District Assembly.

The District Colporteur shall co-operate 
with the General Colportage Board in a sys
tematic distribution of gospel literature.
District Committee of Real Estate and

Titles —
The District Assembly shall annually elect 

a permanent committee of three, whose duty 
shall be to verify and conserve the validity
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of titles to Church property; to assist 
Churches to incorporate; and to do whatever 
else the District Assembly may direct, re
garding the matter of Church property.

The District Advisory Council —
The District Boards shall form an Advis

ory Council over which the District Superin
tendent shall preside, said Council to meet, 
if possible, once each six months for coun
sel and advice as to the best methods of for
warding the work of the District.

The Ministry

While we recognize and Insist that all be
lievers have committed unto them a dispen
sation of the Gospel, which they are to min
ister unto all men — we also recognize and 
hold that the Head of the Church calls some 
to the more official and public work of the 
Ministry.

Licensed Ministers —
1. When there are those among us who 

feel called to the Ministry, and have been 
recommended for such work by the Church 
Board of the Church of which they are mem
bers, and shall have given evidence of grace, 
gifts, and usefulness, they may, after careful 
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examination, under the direction of the As
sembly of the District within the bounds of 
which they hold their church membership — 
regarding their spiritual, intellectual, and 
other fitness for such work — and after 
promising to immediately pursue the course 
of study prescribed for candidates for ordi
nation, be licensed as Ministers for one year: 
and they shall be immediately enrolled as 
members of the Assembly.

2. Such Licensed Ministers shall be vest
ed with authority to preach the Word, and 
(only when acting as Pastors) to administer 
baptism.

3. This license shall terminate with the 
close of the next District Assembly (except 
when reasons satisfactory to the Assembly 
are presented, subject to the approval of the 
President of the Assembly) unless the can
didates shall have passed the year’s course 
of study required, and, by vote of the Assem
bly, shall have been advanced to the studies 
of the next year.

4. The General Superintendent havlne 
jurisdiction shall issue to each Licensed Min
ister a certificate of license.

5. All Licensed Ministers shall hold their 
ministerial membership in the District As
sembly, to which body they shall report an
nually.
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Elders —
1. We recognize but one order of the offi

cial Ministry—that of the Eldership. This is 
a permanent order in the Church. The Elder 
is to rule well in the Church, to preach the 
Word, to administer the Sacraments, and to 
solemnize Matrimony, all in the name of, and 
in subjection to, the great Head of the 
Church.

2. Those who are called of God to this 
Ministry, and who have fulfilled all the re
quirements of the Church for the same, who 
have been orderly passed in the full course 
of study prescribed for ordination, and have 
been carefully considered and favorably re
ported upon by a committee appointed by the 
District Assembly, may be elected to orders 
by a two-thirds’ vote of the District Assem
bly; provided, they have been in active min
istry not less than two years.

3. In case a Licensed Minister has been a 
regular Pastor for two years, he may be or
dained to the Eldership; provided, he shall 
have passed the full four years’ course of 
study prescribed for ordination.

4. The candidate thus elected shall be or
dained by the laying on of the hands of the 
Elders, and other religious exercises, under 
the direction of the President of the Assem
bly.
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5. The General Superintendent having 
jurisdiction shall issue a certificate of or
dination, signed by himself and the District 
Secretary.

6. All Elders shall hold their ministerial 
membership in the District Assembly. Any 
Elder, who for two consecutive years does 
not report to his District Assembly, either in 
person, or by letter, shall, if the Assembly 
so elects, cease to be a member thereof.
Recognition of Orders —

1. Elders coming to us from other evan
gelical denominations may have their orders 
recognized by the District Assembly, after 
satisfactory examination as to personal ex
perience and doctrine; provided, they shall 
have passed an examination in studies 
judged by the Board of Examination to be 
the equivalent of our own studies required 
for ordination.

2. The General Superintendent having 
jurisdiction shall issue a certificate of such 
recognition, signed by himself and the Dis
trict Secretary.

3. The Elder received shall have his name 
enrolled as a ministerial member of the Dis
trict Assembly.
Evangelists —

1. An Elder or a Licensed Mlnistei- may, 
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by a two-thirds’ vote of the Assembly, be 
commissioned to do the work of an Evangel
ist — such commission to continue only until 
the close of the next District Assembly.

2. The General Superintendent having 
jurisdiction shall issue a certificate of such 
commission, signed by himself and the Dis
trict Secretary.

The General Assembly

1. The General Assembly is the supreme 
doctrine-expressing and law-making author
ity of the Church.

2. The General Assembly shall be com
posed of all the General Superintendents, the 
General Missionary Superintendent, the Gen
eral Secretary, the Superintendents of For
eign Mission Districts or one representative 
therefrom selected by their Districts, one 
representative chosen by each of the General 
Boards of the church, and two elders (one 
of whom shall be the District Superintend
ent) and two laymen from each District of 
five hundred or less full Church members, 
and one additional Elder and one additional 
layman for each five hundred additional full 
Church members or major fraction of five 
hundred full Church members.

3. The General Assembly shall be held 
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once in four years, at a time and place desig
nated by the General Superintendents and a 
commission of four chosen by the General 
Superintendents.

4. The General Assembly shall be presid
ed over by the General Superintendents, 
jointly and severally.

5. The General Assembly shall elect its 
own other officers, and organize itself for the 
transaction of its business according to its 
own wisdom and pleasure.

6. The General Assembly shall elect, by a 
two-thirds’ vote of those present and voting, 
two or more (the number to be determined 
by itself) General Superintendents who shall 
hold the office, unless there shall be some 
providential or other hindrance, until the 
final adjournment of the next General As
sembly.

7. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Secretary, who shall hold the office, 
unless there shall be some providential or 
other hindrance, until the final adjournment 
of the next General Assembly.

8. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Board of Foreign Missions, consist
ing of eight members, one from each mission 
division, and one member at large, besides 
the General Superintendents and the Secre
tary and Treasurer elected by the General 
Board, who shall be, ex-officio, members of 
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this Board. This Board shall serve until the 
final adjournment of the next General As
sembly.

9. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Board of Home Missions and Evan
gelism, consisting of nine members, to serve 
until the final adjournment of the next Gen
eral Assembly.

10. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Board of Publication, consisting of 
seven members, to serve until the final ad
journment of the next regular session of the 
General Assembly, or until their successors 
are elected and qualified. Any vacancies oc
curring in the Board in the interim of the 
General Assembly shall be filled by the 
Board of General Superintendents of the 
Church of the Nazarene, and resignations by 
and from the members of the Board shall be 
addressed to, and filed with, the Board of 
General Superintendents of the Church of 
the Nazarene at General Headquarters.

The seven members of this Board shall 
constitute the members of the legal corpora
tion known as the Nazarene Publishing 
House.

11. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Board of Education, consisting of 
ten members, to serve until the final adjourn
ment of the next General Assembly.

12. The General Assembly shall elect a 
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General Board of Church Extension, consist
ing of seven members, to serve until the Anal 
adjournment of the next General Assembly.

13. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Board of Social Welfare, consisting 
of five members, to serve until the final ad
journment of the next General Assembly.

14. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Board of Mutual Benefit, consisting 
of five members, to serve until the final ad
journment of the next General Assembly.

15. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Board of Ministerial Relief, consist
ing of the five members which constitute the 
General Board of Mutual Benefit, to serve 
until the final adjournment of the next Gen
eral Assembly.

16. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Orphanage Board, consisting of 
eight members, to serve until the final ad
journment of the next General Assembly.

17. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Colportage Board, consisting of 
three members, to serve until the final ad
journment of the next General Assembly.

18. The General Assembly shall elect a 
General Court of Appeals, consisting of five 
Elders, to serve until the final adjournment 
of the next General Assembly.

19. The General Assembly shall do any
thing else, in harmony with the Holy Scrip
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tures, that its wisdom may dictate for the 
general welfare of the Church and the holy 
cause of Christ.
General Superintendents —

1. The General Superintendents shall have 
general supervision of the Church of the 
Nazarene, subject to the law and order as 
adopted by the General Assembly.

2. The General Superintendents shall or
ganize as a Board and arrange for and as
sign to the members thereof the particular 
work over which they shall have special 
jurisdiction.

3. The General Superintendents shall, 
jointly and severally, preside over the Gen
eral Assembly.

4. One General Superintendent shall pre
side over each District Assembly; or, should 
he be providentially hindered, shall make 
suitable arrangements for such presidency.

5. The General Superintendents, in con
nection with the Eldership, shall ordain, or 
appoint others to ordain, those who have 
been duly elected to be Elders.

6. The Board of General Superintendents, 
together with the General Board of Educa
tion, shall constitute a Board to arrange 
courses of study for Licensed Ministers and 
Deaconesses.

7. The General Superintendents having 
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jurisdiction may organize or recognize local 
churches, after consulting with the District 
Superintendent, wherever there may seem to 
be need and providential opening; and they 
may appoint Pastors to have charge of such 
churches until such time as Pastors may be 
duly elected.

8. The General Superintendent presiding 
over a District Assembly may, after confer
ring with the Advisory Board and represen
tatives of churches, appoint Pastors over 
churches that have not regularly called Pas
tors.

9. The General Superintendents, jointly 
or severally, may appoint District Superin
tendents over Mission Districts or other Dis
tricts where vacancies may occur.

10. The Board of General Superintend
ents shall fill vacancies that may occur in 
the General Boards and General Court of Ap
peals, in the interim of the General Assem
bly.

11. The General Superintendent having 
jurisdiction shall appoint an Elder to fill any 
vacancy that may occur in the District Court 
of Appeals, in the interim of the District As
sembly.

12. The Board of General Superintendents 
shall have authority to do anything else in 
the service of the Church, not otherwise pro
vided for, according to the dictates of their 
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wisdom and in harmony with our general 
church order.

13. If, in the interim of the General As
sembly, a vacancy should occur, by death or 
otherwise, in the Board of General Superin
tendents, the General Secretary shall at once 
notify all the District Superintendents of the 
Church, who shall, by a two-thirds’ vote of 
all, elect some Elder of the Church to per
form the duties of General Superintendent 
until the close of the next General Assembly. 
The General Secretary shall report the re
sult of the vote to the Board of General Su
perintendents, who shall announce the same 
to the Church through the Herald of Holi
ness.

14. All official acts of the General Super
intendents shall be subject to review and re 
vision by the General Assembly.

General Secretary —
1. The General Secretary shall record 

correctly and preserve faithfuly all Minutes 
of the proceedings of the General Assembly, 
all general statistics of the Church, and all 
other documents belonging to the General 
Assembly, promptly delivering the same to 
his successor; and shall faithfully do what
ever else may be necessary for the fulfill
ment of his office.
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2. Prior to the opening of the General As
sembly, the General Secretary, in conjunc
tion with the General Superintendents, shall 
prepare all necessary forms, including Rules 
or Order, Manual Abridgment for Revision, 
et cetera, necessary for the expediting of the 
work of the General Assembly. The expense 
incurred shall be provided for out of the 
General Fund.

3. If, in the interim of the General As
sembly, for any cause, the General Secretary 
shall cease to serve, the Board of General 
Superintendents shall elect some one to suc
ceed him.

4. The General Secretary may have as 
many assistants for his work as the General 
Assembly shall elect, or, in the interim, the 
Board of General Superintendents may ap
point.

General Board of Foreign Missions—
1. This Board shall have charge of all the 

Foreign Missionary work of the Church, sub
ject to the approval of the Board of General 
Superintendents.

2. In the term “foreign” is comprehended 
all missionary work in foreign lands, and all 
such work among foreign-speaking peoples 
in our own land at places which may be 
deemed by the General Board of Foreign Mis
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sions strategic points for the carrying for
ward of foreign work.

3. The General Board of Foreign Missions 
shall appoint a General Missionary Superin
tendent, which office shall be separate and 
distinct from the Board of General Superin
tendents; his authority shall be on the for
eign field only, and he shall be amenable to 
said General Board of Foreign Missions.

4. The General Board of Foreign Missions 
shall pay, out of its own funds, the full sal
ary of the General Missionary Superintend
ent, whom it shall choose to give his time 
especially to the supervision of foreign mis
sionary work.

General Board of Home Missions and 
Evangelism —

The General Board of Home Missions and 
Evangelism, under the supervision of the 
Board of General Superintendents, shall 
have oversight of the general home mission
ary work; in conjunction with the Board 
of General Superintendents it shall desig
nate all home missionary territory; shall re
ceive and disburse all general home mission
ary money, and shall report all receipts and 
disbursements to the General Assembly.

General Board of Publication —
It shall be the duty of this Board to have 
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general charge of the publishing interests 
of the Church, subject to the approval of the 
General Assembly.

General Board of Education—-
It shall be the duty of this Board to rec

ognize, classify, and by all means foster such 
schools of the church as they, in their godly 
judgment, believe to be expedient; to see 
that the scholarship in these schools is up 
to the recognized standard; and to guard 
against the multiplication of schools, beyond 
our need or ability to equip and maintain, 
subject to the approval of the General As
sembly.
General Board of Church Extension —

The duty of this Board shall be to devise 
plans by which funds may be raised and 
held, and, by gifts or loans of such funds, 
may assist our new and needy local churches 
in the erection or providing of places of wor
ship, and parsonages, subject to the approval 
of the General Assembly.

General Board of Social Welfare —
The duty of this Board shall be to organ

ize, recognize, and by all proper means fos
ter the general work of social welfare as it 
bears upon moral education, prevention, res
toration, and general betterment in connec
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tion with the work of the Church, subject to 
the approval of the General Assembly.

General Board of Mutual Benefit—
The General Board of Mutual Benefit shall 

have charge of the Ministers’ and Laymen’s 
Mutual Benefit Societies, subject to the ap
proval of the General Assembly.

General Board of Ministerial Relief —
The General Board of Ministerial Relief 

shall receive funds from the following 
sources: (1) Each Ordained Minister, Li
censed Minister, and Consecrated or Licensed 
Deaconess shall, unless financially unable, 
pay annually one dollar on January 1st; and 
(2) an amount equal to ten cents for each 
lay member shall be forwarded by the 
Churches through the District Treasurers to 
the Treasurer of the General Board of Minis
terial Relief. This fund may also be replen
ished from time to time by gifts and be
quests which may be secured by the Board.

The General Board of Ministerial Relief 
shall disburse funds on the recommendation 
of the District Boards of Ministerial Relief, 
for the temporal relief of aged ministers, and 
the widows and orphans of ministers who 
have died in the work; and this Board shall 
have full power to dispense such relief ac
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cording to its wisdom, subject to the ap
proval of the General Assembly.

General Orphanage Board —
The General Orphanage Board shall have 

charge of the orphanage interests of the 
Church, subject to the approval of the Gen
eral Assembly.

General Colportage Board—
The General Colportage Board shall consti

tute the organization known as the Evangel 
Colportage and Tract Society, which institu
tion shall conduct a systematic distribution 
of Bibles, mottoes, books, tracts, and other 
gospel literature, in co-operation with the 
Nazarene Publishing House.

This Board may arrange for the annual 
election of a District Colporteur in each and 
every District of the church, who shall work 
under the jurisdiction of the District Super
intendent, and be amenable to the District 
Assembly.

Organization of General Boards —
The General Boards shall have their by

laws and policies published immediately after 
the General Assembly, and copies of these 
shall be kept on hand at the Publishing 
House for those desiring them.
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Annual Meetings of the General Boards—
The annual meetings of all the General 

Boards of the Church shall be held at the 
same time and place, in order that all their 
work, plans, and efforts may be fully cor
related.



IV. Judicial Administration
The object of Church Discipline is not the 

punishment of offenders, but the vindication 
of the truth of God, the purification of the 
Church, the warning of the uncareful, and 
the reformation and salvation of the guilty.
Discipline of a Member —

Members of the Church who do violence 
to the General Rules, or show disregard for 
the Special Advices, should be dealt with, 
kindly and faithfully, according to the griev
ousness of their offence.

UNCHRISTIAN CONDUCT

In case a member of the Church is accused 
of unchristian conduct, the Pastor shall ap
point a committee, consisting of two or more 
members, who shall carefully examine into 
the accusation, and shall confer with the ac
cused person, and report their findings to 
the Pastor; either that there seem no suffi
cient grounds for the accusation, or that 
there are grounds for charges, together with 
the facts as to penitence or otherwise. If it 
seem necessary, the committee shall prepare 
and sign charges, and the accused shall be

79
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brought before a committee of not less than 
three, appointed by the Church Board for the 
purpose, at which trial the Pastor shall pre
side; and if the accused person be found 
guilty, and fails to appeal to the entire 
Church Board within five days, such finding 
shall expel the person from membership in 
the Church.

In case of appeal, the Church Board en
tertaining such appeal shall hear the testi
mony taken in the trial, and decide whether 
the verdict is in accord therewith.

In case it is shown that vital new evi
dence has been discovered, the case may be 
sent back for a new trial.

IMPRUDENT CONDUCT

In case of imprudent conduct, the person 
so accused shall be labored with by a com
mittee appointed by the Pastor, and time 
shall be given for repentance and reforma
tion. If the course be persisted in, the per
son shall be dealt with in the same manner 
as prescribed for cases of unchristian con
duct; and, if found guilty, shall be excluded 
from membership in the Church.

Discipline of a Minister —
In case an Elder, or a Licensed Minister, 

be accused of unchristian or imprudent con
duct, or promulgating doctrines out of har
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mony with the doctrinal statements of our 
Church, or serious laxity in the enforcement 
of our general rules and covenant vows, 
written charges with specifications may be 
presented against him by any two Elders of 
the Church of the Nazarene, or any Church 
Board with the consent of the District Su
perintendent unless the District Superin 
tendent himself is the subject of such 
charges, in which event other members of 
the Advisory Board shall act in such capac
ity.

The Minister so accused shall be tried be
fore a court of five Elders, selected by the 
District Advisory Board of the District in 
which the accused has membership, unless 
one of the members of such Advisory Board 
is himself the subject of such charges, in 
which event the other members of such Ad
visory Board shall choose such court.

Written notice shall be served upon the 
Minister so accused at least ten days before 
trial. Such notice shall set forth the nature 
of the charges, together with the specifica
tion and the time and place of trial.

The accused shall have the right of coun
sel.

In case the Minister so accused shall be 
found guilty, after being tried according to 
the rules of evidence, by the unanimous ver
dict of the members of the court, judgment 
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shall be pronounced by the court in accord 
with the nature of the offense.

Upon conviction of such court, any Elder 
or Licensed Minister shall have the right of 
appeal to the General Court of Appeals.

In cases of appeal the appellant shall make 
his own appeal in writing, and it shall be 
accompanied by a written statement setting 
forth the grounds of his appeal.

In no case shall the character of any Min
ister be questioned at the District Assembly 
of which he is a member, unless written 
charges as above provided are pending 
against him.

Appeals

District Court of Appeals —
It shall be the duty of this Court to hear 

complaints and appeals of members of any 
local Church within the District, concerning 
any action of a Church or of a Church Board, 
due notice of which must have been given 
within twenty days of the action complained 
of or appealed from to the Church or the 
Church Board concerning whose action the 
complaint or appeal is made. This Court is 
authorized to approve, modify, or reverse 
said action; and its decision shall be final.
General Court of Appeals —

It shall be the duty of this Court to hear 
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complaints and appeals of Elders or Licensed 
Ministers concerning any action of a District 
Assembly or District Superintendent, due 
notice of which complaint or appeal must 
have been given, within thirty days, to the 
Assembly or Superintendent whose action is 
complained of or appealed from.

This Court is authoried to approve, mod
ify, or reverse said action; and its decision 
shall be final.

In case there shall not be a sufficient num
ber in any Assembly District to render pos
sible the creation of the trial or appellate 
courts herein provided for, such may be 
chosen in the manner herein set forth from 
any adjoining Assembly District.



V. Boundaries

Assembly Districts
1. Alabama. The state of Alabama and that 

portion of Florida west of the western 
line of Georgia.

2. Alberta. The provinces of Alberta and 
British Columbia, Canada.

3. Arkansas. That portion of Arkansas 
north of the Arkansas river.

4. British Isles. England, Scotland, Ire
land, and Wales.

5. Chicago Central. The states of Illinois 
and Wisconsin.

6. Colorado. The states of Colorado, Utah 
and Wyoming, with the exception ol 
the portion of Colorado west of LaPlata 
and north to county line.

7. Dakota-Montana. The states of North 
Dakota, Montana, and Minnesota.

8. Dallas. That portion of Texas east of 
the 97th meridian, with the exception 
of that part of Denton county east of 
said line.

9 East Oklahoma. That portion of the 
state of Oklahoma east of the following 
line: the Santa Fe railway from Red

84



BOUNDARIES 85

river to Oklahoma City, the M., K., & T. 
railway north from Oklahoma City to 
the Arkansas river, and thence to the 
Kansas line.

10. Florida. That portion of the state of 
Florida, east of the western line of 
Georgia.

11. Georgia. The state of Georgia.
12. Hamlin. That portion of Texas north of 

latitude 32 and west of the 97th merid
ian. with the addition of that portion 
of Denton county east of said line.

13. Idaho-Oregon. That portion of Idaho 
south of the Salmon river, and that 
part of Oregon not included in the 
Northwest and North Pacific Districts.

14. Indiana. The state of Indiana.
15. Iowa. The state of Iowa.
16. Kansas. The state of Kansas with the 

exception of Burr Oak.
17. Kentucky. The state of Kentucky, that 

portion of West Virginia west of a 
line running south from Ravenswood, 
West Virginia, to the Virginia line.

18. Little Rock. That portion of the state 
of Arkansas south of the Arkansas 
river.

19. Louisiana. The state of Louisiana.
20. Manitoba-Saskatchewan. The provinces 

of Manitoba and Saskatchewan, Can.
21. Michigan. The state of Michigan.



S6 BOUNDARIES

22. Mississippi. The state of Mississippi.
23. Missouri. The state of Missouri.
24. Nebraska. The state of Nebraska and 

Burr Oak, Kansas.
25. New England. The states of Maine, New 

Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island; that portion of Con
necticut east of a line running north 
from Bridgeport, Connecticut, exclud
ing Bridgeport, to the Massachusetts 
line; and the provinces of Nova Sco
tia and New Brunswick.

26. New Mexico. The state of New Mexico, 
with the addition of that portion of 
Colorado west of LaPlata north to 
county line.

27. New York. The state of New York, that 
portion of New Jersey north of Bound
brook, and that portion of Connecticut 
west of a line running north from 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, inc 1 u d i n g 
Bridgeport, to the Massachusetts line.

28. North Pacific. All of the states of 
Washington and Oregon west of the 
Cascade mountains.

29. Northwest. That portion of the state of 
Washington east of the Cascade moun
tains; that portion of Idaho north of 
the Salmon river; and the following 
counties in Oregon: Wasco, Sherman, 
Gilliam, Morrow, and Umatilla.
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30. Ohio. That portion of the state of Ohio 
lying west of a line running south 
from Cleveland to Belpre, Ohio.

31. Pittsburgh. That portion of the state 
of Ohio east of a line running south 
from Cleveland to Belpre, Ohio; that 
portion of the state of Pennsylvania 
west of the Allegheny mountains; and 
that part of the state of West Virginia 
east of a line running south from Rav
enswood, West Virginia, to the Vir
ginia line, except the following coun
ties: Jefferson, Berkeley, Morgan, 
Hampshire, Mineral, Grant, Hardy, 
and Pendleton.

32. San Antonio. That portion of the state 
of Texas south of latitude 32 and west 
of the 97th meridian.

33. San Francisco. That portion of Califor
nia north of the northern boundary 
line of San Luis Obispo, Kern and San 
Bernardino counties with the addi
tion of that portion of Kern county 
north of the Tehachipi mountains, and 

the state of Nevada.
34. South Dakota. The state of South 

Dakota.
35. Southern California. That portion of 

California south of the northern boun
dary line of San Luis Obispo, Kern, 
San Bernardino counties with the ex- 
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ceptlon of that portion of Kern county- 
north of the Tehachipi mountains, and 
Arizona.

36. Tennessee. The states of Tennessee, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina.

37. Washington-Philadelphia. That portion 
of Pennsylvania east of the Alleghany 
mountains, Delaware, the District of 
Columbia, that portion of New Jersey 
south of Boundbrook, Maryland, Vir
ginia, and the following counties in 
West Virginia: Jefferson, Berkeley, 
Morgan, Hampshire, Mineral, Grant, 
Hardy, and Pendleton.

38. West Oklahoma. That portion of Okla
homa west of the East Oklahoma Dis
trict.

Missionary Divisions
First. New England, New York, Washing

ton-Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh Districts.
Second. Ohio, Michigan, Indiana. Chicago 

Central, Iowa, Kentucky, and Missouri 
Districts.

Third. Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Tennes
see. and Mississippi Districts.

Fourth. Louisiana, Dallas, Hamlin, San An
tonio, and New Mexico Disrticts.

Fifth. East Oklahoma, West Oklahoma, Lit
tle Rock, and Arkansas Districts.

Sixth. Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, South 
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Dakota, Dakota-Montana, Alberta, and 
Manitoba-Saskatchewan Districts.

Seventh. Idaho-Oregon, Northwest, North 
Pacific, San Francisco, and Southern Cali
fornia Districts.

Educational Districts
College Districts

Eastern District. The states of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusets, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jer
sey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
the District of Columbia, Virginia, and 
that portion of West Virginia included in 
the Washington-Philadelphia District. The 
territory comprises the Assembly Districts 
of New England, New York, Pittsburgh, 
with the exception of Ohio, and Washing
ton-Philadelphia.

Southeast District. The states of North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Ala
bama, Florida, Mississippi, Kentucky, Ten
nessee, and that portion of West Virginia 
included in the Kentucky District. The 
territory comprises the Assembly Districts 
of Alabama, Florida, Georgia. Mississippi, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee.

Central District. The states of Ohio, Indi
ana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minne
sota, Missouri, and Iowa. The territory 
comprises the Assembly Districts of Chica
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go Central, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Mis
souri, and Iowa, with the addition of Min
nesota from the Dakota-Montana District, 
and that portion of Pittsburgh District 
which is in Ohio.

Southern District. The states of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mex
ico. The territory comprises the Assembly 
Districts of Arkansas, Dallas, Hamlin, Lit
tle Rock, Louisiana, New Mexico, San An
tonia, East Oklahoma, and West Oklahoma.

Midwest District. The states of Kansas and 
Nebraska. The territory comprises the 
Assembly Districts of Kansas and Ne
braska.

Southwest District. The states of Califor
nia, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and Colorado. 
The territory comprises the Assembly Dis
tricts of Southern California, San Fran
cisco, and Colorado, with the exception of 
the state of Wyoming.

Northwest District. The states of Wash
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming, Montana, 
North Dakota, and South Dakota. The ter
ritory comprises the Assembly Districts of 
North Pacific, Northwest, Idaho-Oregon, 
Dakota-Montana with the exception of Min
nesota, South Dakota, and Wyoming from 
the Colorado District.

Western Canada District. The provinces 
of British Columbia, Alberta, Manitoba, 
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and Saskatchewan. The territory com
prises the Assembly Districts of Alberta 
and Manitoba-Saskatchewan.

Secondary Districts
Junior Colleges —

Oklahoma Holiness College. The state of 
Oklahoma.

Central Nazarene College. New Mexico, 
Hamlin, and San Antonio Districts.

Missouri Holiness College. The state of 
Missouri.

Academies —
Arkansas Nazarene Seminary. The states 

of Arkansas and Louisiana.



VI. Courses of Study
Course of Study for Licensed Ministers

FIRST YEAR

1. Bible — The Pentateuch.
2. Theological Compend. Binney.
3. History of the Christian Church. 

Fisher.
4. Essentials of American History. Hart. 

(Districts outside of the 'United States 
will select a standard history of their own 
country.)

5. Elementary English. Hitchcock.
6. The Church Manual. Roberts Rules of 

Order.
To he read —

1. Preacer and Prayer. Bounds.
2. Perfect Love. Wood. Wesley’s Ten Ser

mons.
3. All About the Bible. Collett.
4. A Prince in Israel. Girvin.
5. Herald of Holiness.

Second Year
1. Bible—The Gospels and the Acts.
2. Systematic Theology. Miley. Parts I and 

II, or Ralston’s Elements of Divinity.
3. History’ of the Christian Church. 

Fisher.
92
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4. The Making of the Sermon. Pattison.
5. One Hundred Years of Missions. Leonard
6. Paragraph Writing. Scott and Denney.

To be read —
1. Tongue of Fire. Arthur.
2. Hints to Self-Educated Ministers. 

Porter.
3. Christian Perfection as Taught by 

John Wesley. Wood.
4. Wesley and His Century. Fitchett.
5 Herald of Holiness.

Third Year
1. Bible — Major and Minor Prophets.
2. Systematic Theology. Miley, Parts III 

and IV, or Ralston’s Elements of Divinity.
3. The Work of the Ministry. Pattison.
4. Holiness and Power. Hills.
5. History of the Christian Chubch. 

Fisher.
6. History of English Literature. Halleck.

To be read —
1. Old Testament History. Smith.
2 Lectures on Preaching. Simpson.
3. Two Thousand Years of Missions 

Before Cary. Barnes.
4. Life of John G. Paton.
5. Herald of Holiness.

Fourth Year
1. Bible — Epistles.
2. Systematic Theology. Miley, Parts V and 

VI, or Ralston’s Elements of Divinity.
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3. Sunday School Teacher’s Training 
Course. Hurlbut.

4. History of the Christian Church. 
Fisher.

5. Psychology. Dewey.
6. Principles of Argumentation. Baker 

and Huntington.
To be read —

1. New Testament History. Smith.
2. The Gospel of the Comforter. Steele.
3. Possibilities of Grace. Lowrey.
4. The Preacher : His Life and Work. 

Jowett.
5. Herald of Holiness.

Suggested Course of Study for
Local Preachers

First Year
1. Bible — The Pentateuch.
2. " Theological Compend. Binney.
3. Church Manual.

To be read —
1. Preacher and Prayer. Bounds.
2. A Prince in Israel. Girvin.
3. History of the Christian Church. 

Fisher.
4. Herald of Holiness.

Second Year
1. Bible—The Gospels and the Acts.
2. The Making of the Sermon. Pattison.
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3. Christian Perfection as Taught by 
John Wesley. Wood.
To be read —

1. Life of William Bbamwell.
2. Tongue of Fibe. Arthur.
3. Histoby of the Christian Chubch. 

Fisher.
4. Hebald of Holiness.

Either Miley’s Systematic Theology or Rals
ton’s Elements of Divinity may be used at the 
option of the District Board of Examination.

On all books to be read, there is required of 
the students a signed statement that the book 
has been read, with a synopsis of the book at
tached.

Course of Study for Deaconesses 
First Year

1. Bible — The Gospel of Luke.
2. Modern Methods in Nubsing. Sanders.
3. Chubch Catechism.

To be read —
1. The Bibble Christian. Short.
2. Life of Hester Ann Rogebs.
3. History of the Christian Chubch. 

Fisher.
4. Herald of Holiness.

Second Yeab
1 Bible — 1 Thessalonians, 1 Peter, 1 John.
2 Theological Compend. Binney.
3 . Church Manual.
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To be read —
1. Hidden Manna. Baker.
2. A Pbince in Israel. Girvin.
3. History of the Christian Church.

Fisher.
4 Herald of Holiness.



VII. Forms for Constitutions 
and Credentials

Fobm Adopted fob
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

fob Sunday Schools 
Abticle I.

This school shall be called the Sunday School 
of the---------------- Church of the Nazarene. It
shall consist of the Pastor, Officers and Teach
ers, the Sunday School Committee appointed by 
the Church Board of the Church, and the pupils.

Abticle II,
The object of the school shall be the promo

tion of Christian life and character through the 
devout and diligent study of the Word of God.

Abticle III.
This school shall be under the supervision of 

a Sunday School Board, consisting of the Pas
tor, who shall be, ex-officio, Chairman; Super
intendent, Primary Superintendent, Assistant 
Superintendent, Secretaries, Treasurer, Libra
rian, Teachers,' and Sunday School Committee 
of three persons appointed by the Church Board.

Abticle IV.
Section 1. The Superintendent shall be elect- 
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ed annually, by ballot, by the Sunday School 
Board, subject to approval by the Church Board.

Sec. 2. The other officers of the school shall 
be elected by the Sunday School Board, at Its 
annual meeting.

Sec. 3. Teachers shall be nominated by the 
Superintendent, with concurrence of the Pastor, 
and elected by the Sunday School Board at the 
following meeting.

Article V.
Duties of the Superintendent are to preside at 

all meetings of the Board in the absence of the 
Pastor; to have charge of the opening and clos
ing exercises of the Sunday school; to organize 
classes, appoint teachers, and fill vacancies.

Article VI.
Duties of Primary Superintendent: To have 

general supervision of the Primary Department, 
and, in conjunction with the Superintendent, to 
organize classes, appoint teachers, and fill va
cancies.

Article VII.
Duties of the Assistant Superintendent: To 

co-operate with the Superintendent in every way 
to promote the best interests of the school, and, 
in the absence of the Superintendent, to have 
general supervision of the school.

Article VIII.
Duties of Corresponding and Recording Sec

retary : To keep a correct record of all meet- 
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iugs of the Board and attend to all correspond
ence.

Article IX.
Duties of the Secretary : To make and report 

each Sunday a correct record of the attendance 
of officers, teachers, and pupils; to collect and 
keep account of all money received and pay it 
to the Treasurer, taking receipt for same.

Article X.
Duties of the Treasurer: To receive all funds, 

and keep a correct account of receipts and ex
penditures; to pay out said funds only on order 
of the Board, signed by the Secretary and ap
proved by the Superintendent; to give a report 
of receipts and expenditures to the Board at 
each regular meeting.

Article XI.
Duties of the Librarian : To have charge of 

all the Sunday school literature and periodicals.
Article XII.

Section 1. Regular meetings of this Board 
shall be held the-------------------  of January.
April. July, and October of each year, at which 
the following order of business shall be ob
served : 1. Singing and prayer; 2. Calling roll; 
3. Reading of Minutes; 4. Unfinished business; 
5. Reports from committees; 6. Reports from su
perintendents; 7. Report from treasurer; 8. Re
port from the librarian, concerning the litera
ture taken by the school; 9. Reports from the 
Sunday School Committee and teachers; 10. 
Miscellaneous.
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Sec. 2. The annual meeting shall be held on 
the__________ in each year.

Sec. 3. Special meetings of the Board may be 
called by the Superintendent at such times as 
he may deem necessary.

Sec. 4. At all meetings for business of this 
Board,__________ persons shall constitute a
quorum.

Abticle XIII.
This Constitution shall not be altered except 

by two-thirds of all the members present at a 
meeting called for that purpose, having been an
nounced at the previous meeting, and such al
terations must be in accordance with the pro
visions of the Manual of the. Church of the 
Nazarene.

Fobm Adopted fob 
CONSTITUTION 

fob Young Pfople’s Societies
Abticle I. The society shall be called the 

Y’oung People’s Society of the____________
Church of the Nazarene.

Abt. II. The object of the society shall be to 
build up its members in Christian experience 
and in holy character, instruct them in the doc
trines of the Church, and to bring about the sal
vation of other young people.

Abt. III. The members of this society shall 
consist of young people who are members of the 
Church of the Nazarene.

Abt. IV. The officers of this society, with the 
Pastor as ex-officio Chairman, shall constitute 
an Executive Board.
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Abt. V. Section 1. Regular business meet
ings of this society shall be held on dates fixed 
by the society.

Sec. 2. The annual meeting for the election 
of officers shall be held at the beginning of the 
Assembly year. This election shall be subject 
to the approval of the Church Board.

Sec. 3. Special meetings of the society may 
be called by the President or Pastor at such 
times as may be necessary.

Sec. 4. At all meetings for business of this 
society________ shall constitute a quorum.

Abt. VI. This society may have a member
ship, a missionary, and a visiting committee, and 
such other committees as desired.

Abt. VII. The officers of this society shall 
consist of a President, one or more Vice-Presi
dents, Secretary, Treasurer, Organist, and 
Chorister, who shall be members of the society.

Abt. VIII. The duties of the President shall 
be: To preside over all business meetings, ap
point leaders for all devotional meetings of the 
society, and have general oversight of the so
ciety.

Abt. IX. The duties of Vice-Presidents are 
to co-operate with the President in every way, 
to carry out the work of the society, and in the 
absence of the President to perform his duty in 
office.

Abt. X. The Secretary shall keep a correct 
record of all proceedings in business meetings.

Abt. XI. The Treasurer shall take charge of 
and disburse all monies of the society, keeping 
account of the same.
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Abt. XII. The Membership Committee shall 
be on the lookout for new members, and report 
to the society such names as are acceptable for 
membership.

Art. XIII. The Missionary Committee shall 
have charge of all missionary meetings, directing 
and planning for the same.

Art. XIV. The Visiting Committee shall 
visit the sick and absent members of the society.

Art. XV. This Constitution shall not be al
tered, except by two-thirds’ vote of all members 
present at a meeting called for that purpose, 
having been announced at the previous meeting; 
and such alterations must be in accordance with 
the provisions of the Manual of the Church of 
the Nazarene.

CREDENTIALS
Form of Local Preacher’s License

This is to certify that__________ a mem
ber of the Church of the Nazarene at________ ,
has been duly authorized to preach the Gospel 
and to conduct special meetings in the interest 
of salvation.

Done by order of the Church Board of the 
__________ Church of the Nazarene.

Address---------------- ---------------Pastor
Date------------------- ---------------Secretary

Form of Transfer
for the Use of District Assemblies 

___________ _ the bearer, a___________ 
of the__________  District Assembly of the
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Church of the Nazarene, having requested a 
transfer, is hereby recommended to the_______
--------District Assembly of the Church of the
Nazarene.

Done by order of the__________  District
Assembly, held at__________., on the_______
day of__________, 19—

____________________ General. Supt.
____________________ Diet. Secretary.

To the President of the 
_____________ District Assembly.

Fobm of Transfer 
for Use in the Interim of District 

Assemblies 
___________ , the bearer, a___________  

of the___________ District Assembly of the
Church of the Nazarene, having requested a 
transfer, is hereby recommended to the_______
_____ District Assembly of the Church of the 
Nazarene.

Done by order of the__________ District
Advisory Board, on the _________ day of
____________ _ 10—

________________________Dist. Supt.
__________________ Secretary of 

To the President of the the Advisory Bd. 
_____________ District Assembly.

Form of Church Letter
This is to certify that_____________ is a

member of the Church of the Nazarene of___
________ , and on request is given this letter of 
____________ (recommendation, transfer, or 
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dismissal), and is hereby commended to the 
Christian confidence of those to whom this cer
tificate may be presented.

___________________________ Pastor
___________________________ Address

To_____________________
-------------------------------- ------------ 19_.



VIII. Ritual

While we would not hold our people to 
ritualistic forms, we recommend the follow
ing as worthy to be observed by those wish
ing to use such forms:

Baptism of Believers

Dearly Beloved: Believing that God has 
given you forgiveness of sins, and spiritual 
life through Christ Jesus our Lord and Sa
vior, and that you are thus graciously pre
pared to receive Christian Baptism, as de
clarative of your saving faith and covenant of 
obedience, you will now give avowals of your 
belief and purpose.

Do you believe in God, the Father Al
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our 
Lord? that He was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary? that He suf
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried? that the third day He rose 
from the dead? that He ascended into heav
en, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty, and from thence shall 

105 



106 RITUAL

come again to judge the quick and the dead ? 
and

Do you believe in the Holy Ghost? the 
Church of God? the communion of saints? 
the remission of sins? the resurrection of 
the dead? and the life everlasting?

Answer: All this I stedfastly believe.
Will you be baptized in this faith?
Answer: I will.
Do you renounce the devil and all his 

works? the vain pomp and glory of the 
world, with all covetous desires of the flesh 
and of the mind?

Answer: I renounce them all.
Will you then obediently keep God’s holy 

will and commandments, and walk in the 
same all the days of your life?

Answer: I will.
[The Minister, asking the name, shall say]:
A. B., I baptize thee in the name of the Fa

ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

Baptism of Infants
Dearly Beloved: Baptism is the external 

seal of the new covenant of grace.
In presenting this child for Christian Bap

tism, you must remember that it is your part 
and duty to see that he be taught, as soon as 
he shall be able to learn, the nature and the 
end of this Holy Sacrament. You shall call 
upon him to give reverent attendance upon 
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appointed means of grace; see that he Is 
taught the truth of God as contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, and help him, as you may 
be able, in the way of life.

[The Minister may then ask the friends of the 
child to name the child, and baptize it, saying]:

I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

[The Minister may offer prayer, the congrega
tion uniting In the Lord’s Prayer.]

Reception of Members
[When, at any meeting, there are persons who 

desire to unite with the Church, having been fa
vorably considered by the Pastor and the Church 
Membership Committee, the Minister having 
charge shall call the applicants forward, and ex
plain to them briefly the privileges of member
ship in the Church, and question them in refer
ence to their faith and experience as follows or 
extemporizing a form embracing the same gen
eral facts]:

Dearly Beloved: The privileges and bless
ings which we have in association together 
in the Church of Jesus Christ are very sacred 
and precious. There is in it such hallowed 
fellowship as can not otherwise be known.

There is such helpfulness with brotherly 
watchcare and counsel as can be found only 
in the Church.

There is the godly care of pastors, with the 
teachings of the Word, and the helpful in
spiration of social worship. And there is 
co-operation in service, accomplishing .that 
which can not otherwise be done. It is nec
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essary that we be of one mind and heart. 
The doctrines upon which the Church rests 
as essential to Christian experience are brief. 
We believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost; we especially emphasize the Deity of 
Jesus Christ and the personality of the Holy 
Spirit; that man is born in sin; that he 
needs the work of the Holy Spirit in regen
eration; that, after the work of regenera
tion, there is the further work of heart
cleansing, or entire sanctification, which is 
effected by the Holy Ghost. And to each of 
these works of grace the Holy Spirit gives 
witness. We believe in eternal destiny, with 
its rewards and punishments.

Do you heartily believe these truths?
Do you take Jesus Christ as your Savior, 

and do you realize that He saves you now?
Desiring to unite with the Church of the 

Nazarene, do you covenant to give yourself 
to the fellowship and work of God in con
nection with it, as set forth in the General 
Rules and Special Advices of the Church? to 
endeavor in every way to glorify God, by a 
humble walk, godly conversation, and holy 
service; devotedly giving of your means; 
faithful attendance upon the means of grace; 
and, abstaining from all evil, seek earnestly 
to perfect holiness of heart and life in the 
fear of the Lord?

[These questions being satisfactorily answered. 
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the persons may be received. The Minister, tak
ing them by the hand, shall say]:

I welcome you into this Church, to its sa
cred fellowship, duties, and privileges. May 
the great Head of the Church bless and keep 
you, and enable you to be faithful in all good 
works.

The Lord’s Supper
[The administration of the Lord’s Supper may 

be introduced by an appropriate sermon or a 
suitable address, and the reading of 1 Cor. 11:23- 
29. Luke 22:14-20, or some other appropriate 
passage. Let the Minister give the following 
invitation]:

The Lord himself ordained this Holy Sac
rament. He commanded His disciples to par
take of the bread and wine, emblems of His 
broken body and shed blood. This is His 
table. The feast is for His disciples. Let all 
those who have with true repentance forsak
en their sins, and have believed in Christ 
unto salvation, draw near and take these 
emblems, and, by faith, partake of the life 
of Jesus Christ, to your soul’s comfort and 
joy. Let us remember that it is the memo
rial of the death and passion of our Lord; 
also a token of His coming again. Let us 
not forget that we are one, at one table with 
the Lord.

[The Minister, with the congregation, kneel
ing. may offer prayer of confession and supplica 
tion, with the following prayer of consecration]:

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who 
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of Thy tender mercy didst give Thine only 
Son, Jesus Christ, to suiter death upon the 
cross for our redemption; hear us, O merci
ful Father, we most humbly beseech Thee, 
and grant that we, receiving these Thy crea
tures of bread and wine, according to Thy 
Son, our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institu
tion, in remembrance of His death and pas
sion, may be made partakers of the benefits 
of His sacrificial death; who in the same 
night that He was betrayed, took bread and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to His disciples, saying, Take, eat, 
this is my body, which is broken for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.

Likewise, after supper, He took the cup, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying, Drink ye all of this, for this 
k my blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you and for many, for the remis
sion of sins; do this, as oft as ye shall drink 
it, in remembrance of me. Amen.

[Then may the Minister, himself partaking, 
with the assistance of any other ministers pres
ent, and, when necessary, of the Stewards, admin- 
ister the Communion to the people kneeling.)

[If there be those who can not kneel, let them 
receive it sitting or standing. While the bread is 
being distributed, let the Minister say]:

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was broken for thee, preserve thee blameless, 
unto everlasting life. Take and eat this, in 
remembrance that Christ died for thee.
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[As tba cup Is being passed, let the Minister 
say]:

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was shed for thee, preserve thee blameless 
unto everlasting life. Drink this, in remem
brance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee, 
and be thankful.

[The Lord’s Prayer with extempore prayer of 
thanksgiving.]

Matrimony
[At the day and time appointed for the solem

nization of Matrimony, the persons to be mar 
ried—having been qualified according to law
standing together, the Man on the right hand an<i 
the Woman on the left, the Minister shall say]:

Dearly Beloved: We are gathered togeth
er here in the sight of God, and in the pres
ence of these witnesses, to join together this 
man and this woman in holy matrimony, 
which is an honorable estate, instituted of 
God in the time of man’s innocency, signify 
ing unto us the mystical union that exists 
between Christ and His Church; which holy 
estate Christ adorned ..and beautified with 
His presence and first miracle that He 
wrought, in Cana of Galilee, and is com
mended of St. Paul to be honorable among 
all men; and therefore is not by any 'to be 
entered into unadvisedly; but reverently, 
discreetly, and in the fear of God.

Into which holy estate these persons pres
ent come now to be joined. Therefore, if any 
can show just cause why they may not law
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fully be joined together, let him now speak, 
or else forever hold his peace.

[And also speaking unto the persons that are 
to be married, the Minister shall say]:

I require and charge you both, that if 
either of you know any impediment why you 
may not be lawfully joined together in mat
rimony, you do now confess ft; for be ye well 
assured that so many as are coupled togeth
er otherwise than God’s Word doth allow, 
are not joined together by God, neither is 
their Matrimony lawful.

[If no Impediment is alleged, then shall the 
Minister say unto the man]:

Wilt thou have this woman to be thy weu- 
ded wife, to live together after God’s ordi
nance in the holy estate of Matrimony? Wilt 
thou love her, comfort her, honor and keep 
her, in sickness and in health; and, forsak 
ing all others, keep thee only unto her, so 
long as ye both shall live?

[The man shall answer]: 
I will.

[Then shall the Minister say unto the woman]: 
Wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded 

husband, to live together after God’s ordi
nance in the holy estate of Matrimony? Wilt 
thou love, honor, and keep him in sickness 
and in health; and forsaking all others, keep 
thee only unto him, so long as ye both shall 
live?
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[The woman shall answer] : 
I will.

[Then shall the Minister pray thus]:
O Eternal God, Creator and Preserver of 

all mankind, Giver of all spiritual grace, 
the Author of everlasting life, send Thy 
blessing upon these Thy servants, this man 
and this woman, whom we bless in Thy 
name; that, as Isaac and Rebecca lived faith
fully together, so these persons may surely 
perform and keep the vow and covenant be
tween them made, and may ever remain in 
perfect love and peace together, and live ac
cording to Thy laws: through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

[Then shall the Minister join their right hands 
together, and say]:

Forasmuch as this man and this woman 
have consented together in holy wedlock, and 
have witnessed the same before God and this 
company, and have declared the same by 
joining of hands, I pronounce that they are 
husband and wife together, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son. and of the Holy 
Ghost. Those whom God hath joined togeth
er let no man put asunder. Amen.

[And the Minister shall add his blessing]:
God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Ghost, bless, preserve and keep you; the Lord 
mercifully with His favor look upon you, 
and so fill you with all spiritual benediction 
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and grace, that ye may so live together in 
this life that in the world to come ye may 
have life everlasting. Amen.

[Then may the Minister offer the following 
prayer, or may use extemporary prayer]:

0 God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of 
Jacob, bless this man and this woman, and 
sow the seed of eternal life in their hearts, 
that whatsoever in the Holy Word they shall 
profitably learn, they may indeed fulfill the 
same. Look, 0 Lord, mercifully on them 
from heaven, and bless them; as Thou didst 
send Thy blessing upon Abraham and Sarah, 
to their great comfort, so vouchsafe to send 
Thy blessing upon this man and this woman, 
that they, obeying Thy will, and always be
ing in safety under Thy protection, may 
abide in Thy love unto their lives’ end, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Almighty God, who at the beginning didst 
create our first parents, Adam and Eve, and 
didst sanctify and join them together in mar
riage, pour upon these persons the riches of 
Thy grace, sanctify and bless them, that they 
may please Thee, both in body and soul, and 
live together in holy love unto their lives’ 
end. Amen.

Burial Service
[At the home, or at the church, let suitable 

services be held, consisting of appropriate hymns, 
prayer, and reading of the Scriptures, together 
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with a brief sermon or address suited to the oc
casion] :

[After the coffin is lowered in the grave, let 
the Minister say] :

We come hither to lay all that was mortal 
of our dear friend in this new-made sepul
cher. He is not here. His absence occasions 
our coming hither today. This is but the 
house in which he lived. While he abode in 
it, it was alive. But he has gone, and the 
house is silent and lifeless. As it was taken 
from the earth, so it will go back and min
gle with its kindred elements. We can do 
no other than to bring it hither, and, laying 
it back upon the bosom of the mother earth, 
say: Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust. Despite the shadow and sorrow caused 
by his absence, we recognize the immortality 
of the soul; that through Christ we have 
hope of eternal life in heaven. Also that 
these mortal bodies shall come forth to the 
final awards of eternity.

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed 
be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive them that tres
pass against us; and lead us not into tempta
tion, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.
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Head of the Young People’s Societies-----
Duties of_________ _______________________37, 38
Amenable to the District Assembly-------------

Preacher, The Local________________ 41, 42
Call of_____________________________________ -11
Licensed by Church Board________________ -{1
Renewal of license______________________ 41. 42
Course of study suggested for___________ 94.95

President of the Young People’s Society—
A member of the District Assembly----------- 50

Pride in Dress or Behavior Forbidden----- 27
Probationers _____________________ 34. 35

Who may constitute___________________34. 35
Privileges of_______________________________ 35
When received as full members____________ 35
When dropped_____________________________ 35

Profanity Forbidden___________________ 26
Prohibition, a Duty of Government_____ 30
Property, The Sale of—

Must be approved by the District Super
intendent _______________________ 43, 44

Publication, The General Board of__68, 74, 75
How constituted___________________________ Os
Vacancies, how filled______________________ OS
Constitute the legal corporation known 

as the Nazarene Publishing House_ OS
Duties of_______________________________ 74,75
Amenable to the General Assembly____ 74.75

Quarreling Forbidden__________________.26
Real Estate and Titles—

District Committee of__________________ 01. 02
Reception of Members—

Ritualistic Form _____________________ 107-109
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Recognition of Orders_________________ 65
How received______________________________ 65
Certificate of recognition given___________ 65
Ministerial membership of such per

sons, where____________________________ 65

Regeneration, Article on_______________ 20
Basis of church membership___________ 24, 25

Repentance, Article on_________________19, 20
Resurrection, Article on_______________21, 22
Ritual—

Baptism of believers______________________ 105. 106
Baptism of infants_______________________106. 107
Reception of members-------------------------107-109
The Lord's Supper___________________ 109-111
Matrimony ___________________________ 111-114
Burial Service_________________________ 114-116

Sabbath, The Profanation of, Forbidden—26
Sanctification, Article on______________ 21

For believers_______________________ _______ 21
Subsequent to regeneration______ __________21
By faith___________________________________ 21

Scriptures, The Holy, Article on_________ 18
Second Coming of Christ, Article on—18,19
Secretary—

General ________________________________72. 73
Duties of___________________________ 72, 73
Shall prepare for General Assembly----- 73
Vacancy, how filled___________ ._______ 73
Assistants 73

District 54
Duties of 54
Vacancy, how filled 54
Assistants _____________________________ 54

Slandering Forbidden______________ 26, 27
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Social Welfare—
General Board of------------------------------ 69, 75, 76

Flow constituted_________________ _69
Duties of____________________________ 75, 76
Amenable to the General Assembly____ 76

District Board of_______________________ 60,61
How constituted_______________________ 60
Duties of___________________________ 60,61

Special Advices_____________________ 29-32
Spreading Evil Surmises, Forbidden____ 27
Stewards____________________________ 42

Number of_________________________________ 42
How chosen__________________________ 36. 37, 42
Duties of___________________________________ 42

Sunday School, The________________ 46, 47
Duty of pastor toward____________________ ._46
Object of----------------------------------------------------- 46
Government of____________________________ 46
Supervision of, by the superintendent_____ 46
Head of, the pastor________________________ 37
Officers of, qualifications__________________ 46
Teachers of, qualifications________________ 46
Constitution and by-laws for—-__ 46, 47, 97-100
Year begins________________________________ 47
Superintendent of, a member of the Dis

trict Assembly_____________________ 50
Sunday School Board—

How constituted___________________________ 47
Regular meetings of________________XII on 99
Special meetings of________________________ 47
Duties of___________________________________ 47

Superintendents, The General_____67, 70,-72
How chosen___________________________  67
Shall organize as a Board_________________ 70
Preside at General Assembly____________ 67, 70
Preside at District Assemblies____________ 70
Ordain ministers___________________________ 70
Arrange course of study, with the

Board of Education____________________ 70
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May organize churches-------------------------- 48. 52
Ma'v appoint pastors---------------------------------- ij
Ma'v appoint District Superintendents------- H
Fill vacancies in General Boards----------------71
Vacancies of, how filled----------------------------- 72
Amenable to General Assembly------------------- <2

Superintendent, General Missionary-------- 74
Elected by the General Board of

Foreign Missions----------------------------------74
Support provided by the General Board 

of Foreign Missions—-------------------- 74
Has oversight of foreign field only-------------74
Amenable to General Board of Foreign

Missions ______________________________ 74
Superintendent, The District------------- 51-53

Elected by the District Assembly-------------- 51
May organize churches-------------------------- 48. 52
Shall visit churches----------------------------------- 52
May appoint pastors----------------------------------- 5
May act as pastor------------------- !j
Shall supervise missions on District______ "
May preside at the District Assembly______ Ji
Amenable to the District Assembly-------------

Superintendent, The Sunday School—
Duties of________________________________ 4G, 47
A member of the District Assembly---------- 5o

Temperance Enjoined ________________ 30
Tithing Enjoined______________________29
Tobacco—

I'se of ami traffic in, forbidden------------------2G
Treasurer, The District_____________ 54, 55

Elected by the District Assembly__________ 51
Duties of___________________________________55

Trustees__________________________ 42-44
Number of_________________________________ 42
Who is eligible____________________________ 4:.'
Election of_____________________________ 42. 4:1
Mode of electing_______________________ 42. 4:1
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Kilties of________________________________ 42-44
Shall not mortgage real estate fur cur

rent expenses----------------------------------4.4
Amenable to the local church_____________ 44

Unchristian Conduct________________ 79, 80
Union, Basis of___________________ 13 14
Worldliness Forbidden___________ 27 28
Young People’s Societies____________ 47 48

May be organized________________ ’
Object of------------------------------------Z__ZZ_2”--- -- ‘
Subordinate to control of pastor and * 

church ________________________
(’(institution, form of. to be adoptedlZlioo
President of. a member of the District 

Assembly ________________________


